REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  ArchivelM? 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/historichomesinw00lock_0 


L-. 


& 


STANDARD  BOOKS 

PUBLISHED  BY 

Tlie  National  Tribmie,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 


ALL  SUBSTANTIALLY  BOUND  IN  LEATUERETTS. 


26  CEf^TS  A VOLUME. 


ANDERSONVILLE.  a story  of  EoW  Prkou,. 

clear  type;  bo4  pages; 

Complete  in  two  Yoliimes. 


By  John  McElrcy.  Large 
154  spirited  illustrations 


REBELLION.  A complete  history  of  theeivil  war, 

with  reproductions  of  mimeroua 
author  of  Xauoleon  and  His  Marshals; 


THE  GREAT 

fine  steel  engravings.  By  J.  T.  Headley 
ner; 

Heretofore  this  work  h.as  sold  by  subscription  at  $7  for  the  set. 

SI  AND  SITORTY.  I’^^^strated  by  Coffin.  320  pages.  Corporal  Si  Klegg 

and  his  comrade  Shorty  have  iKicome  historic  char- 
acters. They  are  the  embodiment  of  the  patriotic  Union  soldier  who  went  into  the 
army  in  1861  and  fought  through  the  war  to  the  finish.  They  encounter  the  dangers 
of  the  battlefield  aud  the  weariness  of  the  tiresome  march.  Under  all  these  circum- 
stances these  boys  do  their  part  maufuUj,  having  their  ups  and  downs,  their  hard  times 
and  their  good  times,  with  a succession  of  comical  blundem,  briUiaufc  achievements 
and  stirring  adventurea. 

FURTHER  MISHAPS  TO  SI  AND  SHORTY. 

By  John  McEiroy.  4iS  pages;  illustrated. 

This  book,  while  complete  iu  itself,  is  a continuation  of  the  story  of  the  military  ad- 


ventures 01 
unique. 


Si  Klegg  and  his  comrade.  Like  the  other  book,  it  is  fascinating  and 


SI  AND  SHORTY, 


inclading  Deacon  Klegg’s  famous  visit  to  the  front  at 


book  of  the  series. 


THE  RED  ACORN.  ^ Romance  of  the  War.  By  John  McElroj;  322 

pages;  bound  in  leatherette. 

The  Ked  Acoru  is  one  ot  the  most  .successful  work.s  of  this  facile  author.  Like  tho 
other  \Yorks,  it  refers  to  the  war  period,  and  while  a graceful  story  it  is  built  upon  the 
hard  foundation  of  the  stern  and  ragged  facts  of  one  of  the  great  cahupaigns. 

ADVENTURES  OF  AI.P  WILSON,  fj.. 

, ^V  11330,  mp.  of  tue 

“engibo  thieves.”  Fully  illustrated;  clear  type;  256  pages. 

SPARKS  FROM  'm'E  OAMP  FIRS ; or,  Tales  of 

"VGt.'6rcinS  ’Xhriiling  stories  or  heroic  deeds,  brave  encoantei-H, 

‘ ^ cc  pciare  battles,  bold  achievetnonts.  i£-c;kltr<»  daring, 

lofty  patriotism.  New  and  levLsed  edition,  with  contiibutious  uom  150 
Si  UlskTU*tio«,s;  pages,  octave.  fetid  compiUd  by  J^a.  V/.  Llortuau 


- ■ ''lOfi  O '>?  AOy*  • 


}-■■•  V^',. 


••■'  I ’“  A ,KJ  TJ'.Ti;: 


I'juli-' 

K 


i'HC'ria'  I ' 


■'  i.;,m  I 


r.'t 


■|T™i  '-H-;  :<•  aK'-  r.-’^yi',' 

, ... . ^»  'i>^, 

'a 


'!■  ■-■MU' 


.,  ■ ;,,:f  , 

irM.K-fl  4f5aWX_B'g% 


■■*'■'  -■  ■ i 

!'.'  k3c  -y 

-,&0 

. -TCr*  < 

,:;o„  jfizf' 

' -;r.' 

'y 

1 "',' 

,:'’  'ui  '4rfii’?; 

^ 'vs;  ''-*7 
^s*.  ^>sf- 

I'•.t‘^l  ' tx-  " 

. „ ."t?  • ?'<%• 

■\rj.-a<.  “- 


HISTORIC  HOHES 

Vf 

I WASHINGTON 


ITS  NOTED  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

AXD  A 

/ X 

CENTUBY  IN  THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


BY 

MAEY  S.  LOCKWOOD 


FULLY  ILLUSTRATED 


rUBLlSHKD  BY 

THE  NATIONAL  TRIBUNE, 
WiJiSXNOYOH,  3N  a 


'fL  .-^ 

fi  i 


'■  7 4„J?  ’*"■%  A' 

' IC  ^- 


-.  ’40^.,i;CPK> 

I:  ; 

■■  t-A  V-.  ■■  ■%?-  ^ ■■ 

M,>K%iriiiw  sfti  K'l 

il  i;i 

K®'  ■ ■ *. 


:''V.}#  ^^’'-'  I ■ 


::-i 


'#  ’^7’' 


S^rVr  ;.'v  ''*'i'W3";'  '-■Vjsi;4s', 
•i  '.  - SA  ^ltea?^■  ft  V'  '-'v  i r.-' ' ■■  ■.»-'-'.^w’-'-!;C:' « 


COPYRIGHT,  18!>9. 

MARY  a LOCKWOOD. 


CONTENTS 


CHAPTER  I. 

THE  FIRST  SETTLERS 

CAPTAIN  JOHN  SiHTH— THE  RED  MAN’S  WIGWAM— THE  CAMPINa 
GROUND  OF  THE  BRAVES— SETTLING  THE  COLONIES — THE 
CENTURY  OF  THE  NEW  NATION’S  BIRTH — THE  C'ONTINE.NTAL 
CONGRESS— THE  ITINERACY  OF  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CON- 
FEDERATION— CONTROVERSY  OVER  THE  LOCATION  OF,  THE 
NATIONAL  CAPITOL — ‘"OBSTINATE  DAATT  BURNS”— THE  ENGI 
NEER  OF  THE  CAPITOL 17 


CHAPTER  II. 

THE  COTTAGE  OF  DA\TD  BURNS. 

MEETING  AT  THE"  OLD  BURNS  COTTAGE— TOM  MOORE’S  ROOIL 
MARCLA.  BURNS— HER  ilARRIAGE— ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE 
OLDEN  TIME 2^ 


CHAPTER  III. 

DUDDINGTON  MANOR. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  OLD  LAND  PATENTS— NEW  SCOTL^AND— !MR,  POPE'S 
PATENT— CALLED  IT  ROME— DANIEL  CARROLL— SOCIAL  STAND- 
ING—A SPECULATIVE  MOVEMENT— THE  HOME  SWFA^  AWAY. 
THOMAS  LAW— THE  BILL  FOR  A UNITED  STATESj  BANK— A 
* CHANGE  OF  NAME — OCTAGON  HOUSE— HOUSE  OF  ED’VLARD 
EA'ERETT,  AND  SOMETHING  ABOUT  ITS  OWNERS — WIRT  MAN- 
SION RICH  IN  STORIES  OF  THE  PAST 20 


(5) 


w ' SSP 


;ur >'.«  «?»?:  ^iii|#“^  . 

&r/-:r/rrACA‘.- 

l.r,  :<rT 
HT  JO- 
O’A-i 

^'^.>^  ^ ■ I ^?;c- 


:-f-tA,‘ 


>s  •'■: 

\iii;v:a:'nAiL) 


?4 


:'//vozi<KrjG 

.'.Z"'  ■■'- 

-T-rrt  :'7l5 

<of',  - . 

; .:('s^r6jit'.‘:n  .i-  .- 

•,  ^^^C  - '’■■  ••'*-/•  •' 

: ■ ■'  ;:a-^.'OH-  :M  V:Vrt.rr^ 

it'j'Ht  X j:  Kiir  ■■■■■/?■  ^ 

KZ  '■■:.» 

- ’:  ■ ' t'^.<  ■ , ■ , ' ■' ..' 

. ■'  ^»XA: 

,Tr»» 

■ I /i, 


Ki  K3^-:-:T 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER  IV.' 

HISTORIC  HOMES  ‘ OF  LAFAYETTE  SQUARE—TIiE 
ERECTION  AND  OCCUPATION  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE 
MANSION.  : -L- 

THE  WHITE  HOUSE— JOHN  ADAMS,  PRESIDENT— ARCHITECT  OF 
THE  CAPITOL— THE  NEW  CAPITOL— ONE  WING  OF  THE  CAPH 
TOL  ERECTED— PENNS YLVANLA  AVENUE'  ON  PAPER— ONLY- 
TWO  COMFORTABLE  HABITATIONS — MEAGER  ACCOM^klODA- 
TIONS  FOR  CONGRESS— THE  PRESIDENT'S  HOUSE— WASHING. 
TON  AT  THE  LAYING  OF  THEl  CORNER-STONE — MRS.  ADA^IS 

■ FOUND  EVERYTHING  IN  CONFUSION— LETTER  TO  HER  SISTER. 
THE  HOUSE  UPON  A GRAND  SCALE— WOODS  EVERYWHERE 
JLND  NO  WOOD  TO  BURN—IN  A NEW  COUNTRY-— FOUR  MILES 
TO  RETURN  CALLS— DRIESfCLOTHES  IN  THE  E.\ST  ROOM— THE 
FIRST  LEVEE— ABIGAIL  ADAMS  AS  WIFEl'AND  MOTHER— HER 

- ; LETTER  TO  HER  HUSBAND.. .4-5 

■ " CHAPTER  V,  r ' r 

THE-  WHITE  HOUSE  DURING  THE- JEFFERSON  AND 

MADISON  ADMINISTRATIONS.  - - . 

' ~ 

THE  -WTFE  AND  DAUGHTER  OF  PRESIDENT  JEFFERSON— MRS.  AD.AMS 
•AND  MARY-  IN  LONDON— :^IR.  ..JEFFERSON  LE.IY-ES  EUROPE. 
MARIE’S  MARRIAGE  TO  AIR.  RANDOLPH^MARY”S  TO  MR.  EPPES. 
JEFFERSONIAN  SIMPLICITY"— JACK  EPPES’S  SIXTEEN  HUNDRED 
DOLLAR  FOUR-IN-HAND — THE  FIRST|CHILD  BORN  IN  THE  WHITE 
HOUSE— MRS.  YIADISON  ASSISTS  MR.  JEFFERSON— JEFFERSON’S 
CANON  OF  ETIQUET— MR.  ADAYIS  AND  MR.  JEFFERSON  ES- 
TRANGED—HAYIILTON  AND  BI-RR— THE  CAPITAL  A WILDER- 
K ESS— PARTY-  STRIFE  RAN  HIGH— OIL  ON  THE  TROUBLED  SEA 
OF  POLITICS— NAPOLEON’S  FRIENDSHIP  A PRETENSE— A STROKE 
AT  AMERICA'S  COMMERCE— READY  TO  SHATTER  HIS  OWN  HOUSE- 
HOLD—FREE  TRADE  AND  SAILORS’  RIGHTS — YIADTSOX  DE- 
CLARES WAR— THE  BRITISH  ENTER  WASHINGTON— MRS.  MADI- 
SON AT  HER  BEST— HER  LETTER  TO  HER  SISTER— READY'  TO 
FLEE— SAA'ES  WASHINGTON’S  PORTRAIT  AND  THE  - STATE 

- PAPERS— SHE  LEAVES  THE  HOUSE— ESCAPES  TO  VIRGINIA, 

THE  DINNER  PARTY  A C.^NARIE— THE  WHITE  HOUSE  IN  ASHES. 
THE  “octagon”  THEIR  FRENCH  TREATY'  SIGNED  THERE.  • 

GR.VND  LEVEE  IN  1810— RE-riRES  FROM  PUBLIC  LIFE— SLEEPS 
AT  MONTPELIER ZA 


, -i 


•r>H<  j 

vi  x A.?T 


> s 

Xa 


"'t  V::‘:  . : ■ . ■ ■ '- 
■ ■ ' ■ ■ ' :/  . • -r/  : 

. ^ 'A  ■ 


'I 


' * '.'■? 


CONT£KTS< 


7 


‘ CHAPTER  VL 

ADMINISTRATIONS  OF  JAMES  MONROE  AND  JOHN 
QUINCY  ADAiMS. 

THE  ’?V^iITE  HOUSE  REBUILT— MB.  MOKROE  IXAUGURATED  PRESI- 
DENT— AN  AGE  OF  HEROIC  DEVOTION— MR.  MONROE  AS  SEN- 
ATOP.— MINISTER  TO  FRANCE — SECRETARY  OF  STATE— MR. 
MONPvOE  PLEDGED  HIS  OWN  CREDIT  FOR  HIS  COUNTRY. 
MARRIED  ELIZABETH  KORTRIGHT — SHE  VISITS  MADAME  LA 
FAYETTE  IN  PRISON— THE  WHITE  HOUSE  WHEN  MRS.  MONROE 
ENTERED  IT— THE  EAST  ROOM  A PLAYROOM— HENRY  CLAY’S 
COMPROMISE  BILL— THE  MONROE  DOCTRINE~.JOHN  QUINCY 
ADAMS  ELECTED  PRESIDENT— ilARRIED  LOUISA  CATHERINE 
JOHNSON— SOCIAL  AFFAIRS  DEMAND  A CABINET  MEET'ING. 
MRS.  ADAMS'S  BALL— A RED-LETTER  DAY  FOR  JACKSON. 
A YKAR  OF  CONTENTION  AND  STRIFE — THE  HOUSE  ELECTS 
THE  PRESIDENT— INAUGURATED  PRESIDENT  MARCH  4,  1825. 
MRS.  ADAIyfS  THE  PRESIDING  GENIUS  OF  THE  WHITE  HOUSE.  - 
LA  FAYETTE'S  FAREW'ELL  VISIT . .65 

CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  WHITE  HOUSE  DURING  PRESIDENT  JACKSON'S 
ADMINISTRATION. 

JACKSON’S  INAUGURATION— JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS’S  POLISHED 
MANNERS — REFINEMENT  IN  THE  WHITE  HOUSE— MUCH  AP- 
PRF.HENSION  BY  THE  W’lnTE,  HOUSE  COTERIES— A MILITARY 
HERO — MRS.  DONALDSON,  HOSTESS — JACKSON'S  CABINET. 
“TO  THE  VICTORS  BELONG  THE  SPOILS”— THE  MRS.  EATON 
IMBROGLIO — JACKSON’S  OBSTINACY— AN  IGNOMINIOUS  DEATH. 
A -PAGE  FOR  “MRS.  GRUNDY”— A SPIRITED  ANSWER  TO  A 
FOREIGN  MINISTER— JACKSON  TIRED  OF  SOCIAL  CEREMONIES. 
A SELECT  B.ALL.. ....83 

aUPTER  VIII.  - 

ADMINISTRATIONS  OF  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN  AND 
- WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

INAUGURATION  OF  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN— THE  COLTNTRY  SUFFERS 
..  FROM  A FINANCIAL  CRISIS— DULL  TEYES  IN  WASHINGTON. 
ATTACK  UPON  THE  PRESIDENT’S  ’ EXTRAVAGANCE  IN  RE- 
FIERNISHING  THE  WHITE  HOUSE— RETURN  OF  MRS.  MADISON 
AiRER  23  YEARS’  ABSENCE — VISIT  OF  FANNY  ELLSLEP. — END 
OF  A HALF  CENTURY  OF  COXGRESS~“LOG  CABINS”  AROUSED 
BY  REPUBLICAN  RIDICULE — ^“TIPPECANOE  AND  TYLER.  TOO.” 
CAMPAIGN  OF-  INTENSE  EXCITEMENT — NATION  SHOCKED  BY 
DEATH  OP  THE  PRESIDENT— MRS.  HARRISON’S  LOVABLE 
CHARACTER...., 02 


■ vj  .5t3:T^:iaO 


jiiViC ". 


.■.,,rv:  '';■■■■■  ■ ■ -’. 

;■<  -:  >xt  , '■  • :■.  -i'X’  " 'r"" 

- >r»^AM  TV:-'  ■■  «'*' 

*H  3Tl^i'W-  3-; : : .V  - "■  ’■ 

IT. ,X4Vr 


.T:wL:,r:;)  ,, 

■ OKiaO  V 


vm!im  «ii- 


,2’??iTrV>I  '■•■;*>'■■  H&C.4 

^A  jr.<7V  ' 


i<:0 : ■ : . . -4l  "•  " ',?|j3i-^  ■ 


'•:  vn^o'.'  ^ 

,:.,  V‘‘Vyi^' 

■4i24'  «^H03k'  - ••  : V-‘ 


'^pvrTj  i ' 


'-;r  '4Diia^. 

'■'dkW^M 

, liL*.  ' ' rr, 


113 


-;uunf 


S-C 


. <’JaK 


'.j,'.-:  /t  yiii 

; ! 4’'^  >>aV^:  “•?  V/-^ 


."PS'i 


, ,.,  ■ ^ 

; ..  i.;'i  - vr 
* . '■'•  4^-> 

, , ^ 4;?. 


i.  ■' 


s 


CONTENTa 


^ CHAPTER  IX.  ' 

, JOHN.  TYLER JN  THE  PRESIDENT'S  HOUSE. 

SUCCESSOR  TO  GEX.  HARRISOX — GOES  OVER  TO  THE  EXEilY— POLIT- 
ICAL DEATH-STEPPED  THREE  TIMES  INTO  HIGH  PLACES 
THROUGH  LUCK— MRS.  ROBERT  TYLER— A BEAUTIFUL  WOMAX. 
HER  DIPRESSIOXS  OF  IXTELLECTUAL  GIAXTS— HER  . FIIiST 
, STATE  DIXXER— MR.  WEBSTER'S  COMPLIMENT — PRF.SIDEXT 
TYLER  A GHARiHXG  HOST— MRS.  ROBERT  TYLER’S  DESCRIPTION 
'_OF  AN  ASSEMBLY— DESCRIPTIOX  OF  A-LEVEE— AUTHORS  OF 
THE  SKETCH  BOOK  .AND  PICK^TCK  PAPERS  PRESENT— CHARLES 
■ DICKENS’S  JUST  AND  UNJUST  CRITICISMS— MRS.  LETITIA  TYLER’S 
DEATH — MRS.  LETITIA  SEMPLE,  LADY  0>  THE  WHITE  HOUSE. 
PRESIDENT  TYLER  MARRIES  3HSS  GARDINER— MRS.  TYLER’S 
PICTURE  IN  THE  GREEN  ROOM — PRESIDENT  TYLER  RETIRES  TO 
VIRGINIA— ENLISTS  IN  THE  CONFEDERATE  CAUSE 102 

. . / CHAPTER  X. 

WHITE  HOUSE  DURING  THE  “ ADMINISTRATION  OF 
' JAMES  K.  POLK.  ' ’ -- 

FOURTEEN  YEARS  IN  CONGRESS— ANXIOUS  DAYS  AND  WEARISOME 
NIGHTS— MEXICAN  WAR  OREGO^i  SHIBBOLETH— MRS.  POLK 
. . A- WOMAN  OF  RARE  EXCELLENCE— ANECDOTE  OF. HENRY  CLAY. 

POLK  SURROUNDED  BY  GREAT  MEN — IMPRESSUH  SCENE  ON 
THE  FLOOR  OF  THE  HOUSE— DEATH  .OF  JOHN  QUINCY.  ADAMS. 
LAST  LEVEE  OF  PRESIDENT  POLK— RETIRES  INTO  OBSCURITY. 
THE  NEW'  ENGLAND  W'ING — “OLD  ROUGH  AND  READY” — AD- 
MISSION OF  CALIFORNIA— MR.  CLAY’S  “COMPROMISE  BILL.” 
THE  PRESIDENT'S  FATAL  ILLNESS— “BETTY  BLISS”— BEAU- 
TIFUL WOMEN  AND  BRILLIANT  MEN — DEATH  OF  THE  PRESI 
DENT— MRS.  TAYLOR  RETURNS  TO  KENTUCKY 114 

CHAPTER  XI.  - - - 

' ' ■'  FILLMORE'S  SUCCESSFUL  TERM; 

MILLARD  FILLMORE  SWORN  IN  AS  PR ESIDENT— HIS  INDEFATIG.^BLE 
IX'OUSTRY— RAPID  ASCENDENCY— MASTER  OF  OFFICTAL'  ETI- 
QUET— A W'OMAN  OF  RARE  ATTAIXMENTS— ABIGAIL  FILIF.jaP.E. 
*:•  W'HEN  MARRIED— SHE  WAS  A TEACHER  W'HILE- HE  ST'CEJEIT'' 
LAW'— STRUGGLE  W'lTH  POVERTY— NO  DREAM  OF  THE  WJHTE 
■ ■ HOUSE— THEY  W^ORKED  HAND  IN  HAND— MR.  . F!;.L V:  -flE’.S 
DEVOTION  TO  HIS  W'lFE— SIGNS  THE  FUGITIVE  CLAVE  B/ILL. 

' • HIS  ONLY'  UNPOPULAR  MEA.SURE— PIERCE’S  • XO.MIXA.i  l A 
' SURPRISE— MRS,  PIERCE'S  GREAT  SORROW^SIIADOW’Y  DAYS 
''OF  . BUCHANAN’S  . ADM-rXISTRATIOX^LOVELY~  HARJilllT 
: LANE .'....'...A..  ..123 


GONTISKTS. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

' THE  people's  representative.  ' 

f - ■ • r- 

^BRAHAM  LINCOLX  A MAX  TRIED  AS  BY  FIRE— MRS.  LIXCOLX’S 
AMBITION— CROWXTXCr  GRIEF  OF  aLl— ANDREW  JOHNSON 
■'  INAUGURATED  PRESIDENT— MRS.  PATTERSON  AND  MRS. 
STOVER  PRESibE  OVER  THE  WHITE  HOUSE— CITY  THRONGED 
WITH  NOTABLE  PEOPLE— GEN.  ULYSSES  S.  GRANT  INAUGU- 
RATED — BRILLIANT  PROCESSION— SPECTACLE  IN  THE  SENATE. 
EXTRAORDINARY  SCENES  AT  INAUGURAL  BALL— NEI.LIE 
GRANT'S  WEDDING. . V. 133 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

PRESIDENTS  HAYES,  GARFIELD,  AND  ARTHUR. 

EXCITING  POLITICAL  CANVASS — MRS.  HAYES’S  “CROWN  OF  GLORY.’* 
HER  BROAD  CULTURE— GARFIELD’S ' INAUGURATION— THE 
• ASSASSIN’S  HAND — WHITE  HOUSE  AGAIN  THE  SOCIAL  CENTER. 
• ‘ ' president  ARTHUR’S  SISTER — CRITICAL  POSITION  SUSTAINED 
•WITH  MANIA" 'COURAGE — GROVER  CLEVELAND  INAUGURATED. 
EX-CONFEDERATFA  IN  THE  CABINET— HIS  PRIVATE  SECRETARY. 
’ PERSONALITY  ‘ OF  ' MRS.  CLEVELAND.  ................ ...  147 


■ - ' ‘ ‘ : V; 

BENJAMIN  HARRISON,  PRESIDENT. 

REMARKABLE  WOMEN  . HAVE  FILLED  THE  WHITE  HOUSE— MRS, 
ADAMS  LOST  IN  THE  WOODS— MRS.  HARRISON  FOUND  A CITA' 
■•LFAIR  to  LOOK  UPON — MRS.  McKEE  AND  HER  CHILDREN — THE 
..WHITE  HOUSE  A HIGH  SOCIAL  CENTER— JAMES  G.  BLAINE, 
SECRETARA"  OF  STATE— WILLIAM  WINDOM,  SECRETARY  OF 
. " THE  TREASL^R A'— ALEXANDER  HAMILTON  FIRST  ' HELD  THIS 
; OFFTCE^REDFILD  PROCTOR,  SECRETARY  OF  WAR — BENJAMIN 
■ TBACA','  SECRETARA'  OF  THE  NAA'Y— JOHN  WANAMAKER.  POST- 
- MASTER'  GENERAL — JOHN  W.  NOBLE,  SECRETARA'  OF  THE 
INTERIOR— W ILLIAM  HENRA"  HARRISON  * MILLER.  ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL— JEREAflAH  M.-  RUSK,  SECRETARY  OF  AGRICUl/- 
TURE— THE  CABINET  CENTENNIAL  YEAR— PRESIDENT  HA Rlil- 
SON  AS  HK  IS  TO  HIS  PEOPLE 157 


■ ^ '-  ^ 


= <;.U;ltilV  '■.■!,  4‘-t't  *. 

■f 

.,).'y  T -I  ■•)(  I 'r' T.'l"' 

j,  , ---  j',  • 

V ,,;  ,=  ...■  <„>  ■ v:>,ri 
. ■ ' '<■.'/ 


10 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

CLEVELAND’S  SECOND  ADMINISTRATION. 

ONE  OF  HIS  FIRST  ACTS  WAS  TO  WITHDRAW  THE  HAVrAHAN 
TREATY — SEVERELY  CRITICIZED — A FINANCIAL  CRISIS— THE 
l\TLSON  BILL— REVOLUTION  IN  CUBA— VENEZUELAN  QUES- 
TION— MRS.  CLEVELAND .165 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

OHIO’S  SON  HEADS  THE  NATION. 

' TRIBUTES  BY  GREAT  SPEAKERS  TO  A GREAT  COMRADE — FORGINO 
TO  THE  FRONT — SPRUNG  FROM  STURDY  STOCK — PRESIDENT 
'■  MCKINLEY’S  DOMESTIC  RELATIONS — HI-S  WIFE 169 

. 5 

CHAPTER  Xm 

HOMES  ON  LAFAYETTE  SQUARE. 

THE  WHITE  HOUSE  THE  FIRST  BUILT  ON  THE  SQUARE— ST.  JOHN’S 
CHURCH — DECUTAR’S  SERVICE  TO  HIS  COUNTRY— JEROME 
BONAPARTE— AN  HISTORICAL  PARTY— THE  FATAL  DUEL— AN 
’ HISTORIC  ESTIMATE— HENRY  CLAY  IN  THE  DECATUR  MANSION. 
' EDWARD  LRHNGSTON — OTHER  MEN  OF  NOTE — THE  SICKLES 
' HOME — SUCCESSIVELY  THE  HOME  OF  THREE  SECRETARIES 

OF  THE  NAVY— RESIDENCE  OF  DOLLY  MADISON— FAMOUS 
’ MEN  PASSED  ITS  PORTAL.S — GEN.  MCCLELLAN’S  HEADQUAR- 
' ■ TERS — HOME  OF  OGLE  TAYLOE— SEWARD  MANSION  AND  ITS 
TRAGIC-  REMINISCENCES 177 

CHAPTER  XVIIl.  ::  : ■ ^ 

- THE  HOME  OF  CHARLES  SUMNER. 

£U?»fNER’S  CLASSIC  HOME— THE  SUCCESSOR  OP  DANIEL  WEBSTEP.. 
A MAN  OP  DIGNIFIED  APPEARANCE— BF.N;  PERLEY  POORE, 
HIS  CLERK — ESTRANGEMENT  FROM  GRANT— BOTH  NUMBERED 
■^VTTH  THE  GREAT  MAJORITY— KLS  STUDY— LOVE  OF  THE 
BEAUTTFTJL — CONNOISSEUR  IN  ART— INSTINCTIVE  LOVE  OF 
FREEDOM— EUIXXIY— THE  CORCORAN  HOUSE— A MEMORABLE 
DISPATCH— MARQUIS  DE  MOKTHOIAIN’S  BALL— HOME  OF  JOHN' 
. SLIDELL  AND  OF  GIDEON  WELLES— REVERDY  JOHNSON’S  HOUSE. 
DANIEJ.  WEBSTER’S  FwESIDENCE.. XhS 


? ,vr^  A 1:"  ■ 


ODOTEUTTS!.  ' U 

/ 

CHAPTER  XIX, 

THE  HOMES- -OF  DANIEL  WEBSTER,  GEORGS 
BANCROFT,  JOHN  HAY,  THOMAS  RITCHIE, 
MONTGOMERY  , BLAIR,  AND  ADMIRAL  PORTER, 

Last  home  of  webster— grace  fletcher— a bit  of  history. 

WEBSTER  AND  GRAY  RIVALS— PERSONAE  RELATION'S  OP 
WEBSTER  AND  CALHOUN— MR.  WEBSTER’S  RELATIONS  WITH 
MR.  BENTON— A TOUCHING  INTERVIEW— NOMINATION  OF 
GENERAL  SCOTT— DISAPPOINTMENT  OF  MR.  WEBSTER— HLS 
LAST  SPEECH — A GRACEIi'UL  EFFORT— HLS  C.-VREER  AS  A POLI- 
TICIAN ENDED — GEORGE  BANCROFT— RANK  NO  PASSPORT  TO 
POLITE  SOCIETY— A MAN  OF  LETTEPwS— PEN  PICTURE— HIS- 
TORY OF  THE  UNITED  STATES— HIS  FLOWERS  AND  HIS  FRIENDS. 
' - JOHN  HAY’S-  HOME— WHERE  SITUATED— AMONG  THE  HOMES 
OF  "THE  LITERATI— HISTORY  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN— ‘PIKH 
COUNTY  BALLADS.”— “CASTILIAN  DAYS” — MR.  NICOLAY. 
THOMAS  RITCHIE— THE  NEW'SPAPER  FRATERNITY— EDTPOR  Oi'' 
THE  RICHMOND  WHIG— THE  SLIDELL 'HOUSE— A DESTINY  THAT 
SHAPES  OUR  ENDS. ...  ...  ... ...  . . 195 

" CHAPTER  XX. 

, - - ; ANCESTRAL  MT.  VERNOX 

A PILGRIMAGE  DOWN  THE  POTOMAC— THE  CRYPT  AT  TBTE  CAPTTC»L, 
FORESTRY,  OF  MOUNT  VERNON— EPISODES  OF  WASHINGTON'S 

- • -LIFE— A NATIONAL  HERITAGE— THE  ESTATE  OF  ABINGDON. 

- - V P.URCEL\SED  BY  GEOP.GE  WASHINGTON---HOME  OF  JOHN  PARKE 

.CySlTS— ARLING;TpN  ; AND  ITS  TRADITIONS— WASHINGTON 
-■RELICS- THE  NATIONAL  CEMETERY . . .j. ..  . . 215 

CHAPTER  XXI. 

ALEXANDRIA—BRADDOCK  S ROCK— OBSERVATORY 

HILL. 

THE  OLD  BRADDOCK  HOUSE— AN  HISTORICAL  COUNCH^RICH-ARD 
HENRY  LEE— ER.ADDOCK’S  CONTEMPT  FOR  PROVINCIALS. 
UNDERGROUND  CAUSEWAY— BRADDOCK’S  ROCK— HOME  OP 
JOHN  LUCAS— HOUSE  BUILT  BY  CHARLES  W.  GOLDSBOPJJUGK. 
OBSERVATORY  HILL— INDIAN  BURYING  GROUND— JOHN  POL- 
LOCK—“CAMP  HILL”— LORENZD  DOW— CHARACTERISTIC  ANEO 
DOTE— ST.  ANN’S  INFANT  AFYLIP.!— COUNT  CH.VRLES  DS 
. MONTHOLON— RESIDENCE  OF  HENRY  STEPHEN  FOX-7GEN. 
JOHN  MASON c. , . .A. 


y-r-iinr 

[ 


1 
, 'i 
,4 


t2 


. CJONBENTa 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

THE  DIPLOMATIC  CORPS  AND  HOMES  OF  FOREIGN 
LEGATIONS. 

x 

THE  DIPIiOMATIC  CORPS— CUSTOMS  OF  NATIONS— QUESTIONS  OF 
DIPLOMACY— FRENCH  HONOR  TO  WASHINGTON— A GLANCE 
AT  DIPLOMATIC  SOCLA.L  HISTORY- THE  DIPLO:^L.^TIC  CORPS 
IN  SOCIETY— MINISTER  GENET  AND  WHY  HE  WAS  RECALLED. 
THE  RESIDENCES  OF  FOREIGN  LEG ATIONS— THE  CZAR’S  REPRE- 
SENTATD’E  IN  WASHINGTON— THE  MAGNIFICENT  GERM.AN 
EMBASSY— THE  HOSPITABLE  ROMEROS — JAPANESE  IN  THE 
SOCIAL  WORLD 238 

CHAPTER  XXIII. 

AN  HISTORIC  RECEPTION— LAFAYETTE’S  LAST 
VISIT  TO  WASHINGTON. 

LAFAYETTE’S  LAST  \HSIT  TO  WASHINGTON— THE  NATION  ALR^E 
WITH  ENTHUSLA.SM— LETTER  OF  MRS.  SEATON — THE  “TENT 
OF'  WASHINGTON”- THE  MAYOR’S  ADDRESS— LAFAYETTE’S 
REPLY— MEMORABLE  EVENTS  AT  GADSBY’S— VISIT  TO  MOUNT 
VERNON  AND  OTHER  PLACES— MAGNIFICENT  PRESENT  FROM 
CONGRESS 253 

CHAPTER  XXIV 

CALVERT  MANOR,  KALORAMA,  THE  SEVEN  BUILD- 
INGS. AND  OLD  CARROLL  ROW. 

A PICTURESQUE  LOCALITY— THE  CALVERT  MANOR— OLD  BLADENS- 
BURG — HENRY  CLAY’S  ROOM ’. 263 

CHAPTER  XXV 

< THE  HOME  OF  JOEL  BARLOW 

BEAUTIFLTL,  KALORAMA— ROBERT  FLXTON  AND  THOMAS  PAINE 
WELCOME  THERE— ITS  FAMOUS  OWNER— OLD  CAPITOL  PRISON. 
EHS  MISSION  TO  FR.ANCE — THE  FRANZONIS 269 

CHAPTER  XXVI. 

HOMES  OF  LITERARY  WOMEN— LITERARY  CLUBS. 

THE  “SE%T!N  BUILDINGS,”  THE  FORMER  RESIDENCES  OF  PROMINENT 
MEN— V;HEN  THE  BRITISH  BURNED  THE  CAPITOI^GIFTED 
MARY  CLEMMEPv— IIOSIF.  OF  ‘-'OLIVIA”— THE  HOME  OF  :MRS. 
•fcOUTHWORTH— A CHECKERED  LIFE— THE  AUTHOR  OF  “LTITLE 
KjRI>  FAUNTLEROY”— WASHINGTON  CLUES  AND  SOCIETIES.  279 


St 


.■  • -V:  ^ ■r?aTis(^v :':  ^ 

. -,  .... -V.v  . ...  ’■'  .'■  'y''. 


.,..  . IPJ 

-^  .....  ■ fy, ,,, 


CONTENTa 


13 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

THE  SOCIETY  OF  THE  DAUGHTERS  OF  THE  A.MERICAN 
REVOLUTION. 

call  by  MRS.  LOCKWOOD — ORGANIZATION  AT  THE  STRATH- 
MORE ARMS — THE  OFFICERS— THE  GREAT  WORK  DURING  THE 
SPANISH  WAR— THE  PROPOSED  CONTINENTAL  HALL  AT  WASH- 
INGTON, AND  OTHER  OBJECTS  OF  PATPaOTIO  EFFORT 293 

CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

H0\1ES  OF  FRELINGHUYSEN,  MORTON,  AND  CHASE, 

THE  FRELINGHLWTSEN  HOUSE— HOME  OP  FOUR  CABINET  OFFICERS. 
ARTHUR’S  ADMINISTRATION— MRS.  WTLLLIM  C.  WHITNEY  A 
•CHARMING  HOSTESS — A MAN  OP  LETTERS— THE  OLD  MANSION 
TN  GOOD  HANDS— THE  HOOPER  HOUSE — PRESIDENT  ANDREW 
JOHNSON  A GUEST— AN  INCONGRUOUS  MAl^RL'kGE— THE  ENG- 
LISH MISSION— ESTRANGEMENT  OP  GRANT  AND  SUMNER— A 
SECRET  WITH  ROSCOE  CONKLING — TEE  HOME  OF  SALMON  P. 
CHASE  and  his  DAUGHTER 299 

. , CHAPTER  XXIX. 

GEORGETOWN  EIGHTS— THE  CHANGES  OF  A 
HUNDRED  YEARS— THE  HOLLAND  HOUSE  OP 
WASHINGTON. 

THE  BEALE  FAMILY— THE  UNEARTHING  OP  ANCIENT  TABLETS. 
AN  INDIAN  PRINCESS— GEORGETOWN  ARISTOCRATS— THE 
TUDOR  ESTATE— THE  LINTHICUM  MANSION— PHILIP  BARTON 
KEY — GEN.  FORREST  AT  ROSEDALE— ONE  OP  THE  HOMES  OF 
THE  NEW  WORLD— THERE  THE  SANITARY  COMMISSION  WAS 
PLANNED  AND  ORIGINATED— STATESMAN,  SAGE  AND  PHILAN- 
THROPIST TO  BE  FOLND  THERE. 303 

CHAPTER  XXX. 

THE  STRATHMORE  ARMS. 

THE  HOME  OF  MANY  REPRESENTATIVE  MEN  AND  W*OMEN— HERE 
LIVKD  VICE-PRESIDENT  WHEELER  — SENATOR  EDMUNDS. 
JUDGE  HARLAN — THE  HOME  OF  GENERAL  JOHN  A.  LOGAN. 
HIS]  LIFE  AN  OPEN  BOOK— THE  GENERAL  AS  A SCHOLAR. 
HIS  friendships— AN  ANECDOTE  OF  THAD.  STEVENS— A JOB 
PUT  LH>  ON  THE  GENERAL— SECRICT  INTER  VIEW— NOiHNATI'.D 
VICE-PRP:sn>ENT— A CHARMING  COTERIE  OF  KNIGHTS  OF  THE 
FREE  LANCE— UNBROKEN  FRIENDSHIPS  DUE  THE  HISTORIC 
HOMES  IN  WASHINGTON 320 


■-  ',iv:  >•> 


DEDICATION.  ^ ^ 
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To  My  Brother,  Rodney  B.  Sihth: 

When  you  rend  this  page  of  dedication  and  see  to  ■whom  it  is  inscribed, 
your  first  thought  vill  be  of  the  days  so  long  ago,  when  hand  in  hand  we 
climbed  the  hills  and  spanned  the  meadow  brooks,  because  we  were  “n^t- 
deserted  birds-  grown  dull  through  scHnething  wanting’'  in  our  home.  Of  all 
that  such  a recdlection  implies,  of  saddest  and  sweetest  to  both  cd  us,  we 
could  not  speak,,  one  to  the  other,  w ithout  voices  faltering.  It  is  enough 
tiiat  each  doth  know  the  otiier’s  thought.  - - - ■ - 

The  boyish  arm  that  round  me  clung  in  those  sad  days  has  stronger 
gTov.  n,  as  years  have  passed,  in  manly  might,  .softening  or  enhancing  the 
bitter  or  tlie  good  that  each  has  known.  To  you  I give  this  inscription, 
knowing  my  heart  will  be  satisfied;  for  between  me  and  the  public  I shall 
have,  at  least,  one  generous  reader. 


PHEFACE. 


In  gathering  the  materials  for  this  book,  it  has  been  the 
Writer's  aim  to  collect  authentic  data  of  facts,  and  changes 
that  have  come  over  the  face  of  this  fair  city  since  the  day 
that  Capt.  Jolin  Smith  sailed  up  the  Potomac,  through 
the  Colonial  days;  from  the  imaginary  city,  well-planned 
on  paper,  to  the  magnificent  city  of  to-day.  For  the  de- 
scriptions of  the  homes,  and  sketches  of  the  men  and 
women  who  have  lived  in  them,  those  who  made  the  laws 
of  State,  society  and  dress,  old  journals,  family  letters, 
and  papers  have  been  consulted,  and  reference  had  to 
various  sources  that  would  give  authentic  information  for 
the  work  in  hand.  Something  of  the  glory  of  vanished 
generations  is  herein  recorded,  which,  with  the  passing  of 
time,  might  have  faded  away  and  been  forgotten;  yet 
enough  remains  to  fill  many  volumes  more. 

But  the  leading  spirits  of  this  day  and  generation  have 
herein  been  accorded  a place  and  a habitation  in  history, 

M.  S.  L. 


ntmB  m:oL 

i,.ynl  Mb  f nl  :Mnb-  ^ - ■ 

a.l’:--  ..^  . -'■  i^T,_  > 

-■  . -■ 


t: ' 


3i;v 

, ■:.  d y‘:wkn-iMl 

; '-  ' ■ 'U ■'  .'  ■■  ■^■•'■‘^'  ■'■  :■■  ., 


irsTRODUCTION. 

'Historic  Homes  in  Washington”  will  interest  every 
American.  It  is  a history  from  which  the  colors  have 
not  faded.  It  is  a romantic  chronicle  in  which  the  men 
and  women  of  the  olden  times  walk  and  speak  again, 
and  we  go  with  them ‘to  their  firesides.  The  grim  jurists, 
the  doughty  wa.rriors,  the  mighty  men  of  the  ?sation  s 
childhood,  and  the  statelj^  dames  and  haught}’  belles, 
all  pass  in  a living  panorama  sketched  by  the  master 
hand  of  the  author.  Secret  history  of  the  daily  life  of 
the  Capital  is  uncovered  for  the  first  time;  the  motives 
of  statesmen  and  intrigues  of  diplomats  are  laid  bare. 

Men  and  women  whose  names  are  as  familiar  as  the 
epochs  in  our  history  have  the  loves  and  hates  of  their 
social  world  all  explained,  and  the  in-goings  and  out- 
coniings  of  politics  are  elucidated  with  a piquancy  that 
is  as  delightful  to  us  now  as  it  would,  no  doubt,  have 
been  embarrassing  to  many  a grand  personage  half  a 
century-  ago.  • 

The  story  goes  back  to  the  days  when  the  Father  of  his 
Country  drove  a hard  bargain  with  the  sturdy  farmers 
for  the  site  of  the  National  Capital,  and  is  brought  down 
to  the  present  time.  All  the  famous  houses  and  the  end- 
less procession  of  great  men  and  women  who  have  flour- 
ished there  awhile  and  passed  on.  All,  in  turn,  the  fore- 
ground of  the  picture.  Nothing  is  hidden. 

The  work  is  unique  in  conception  as  it  is  masterly  in 
execution.  It  grows  in  interest  as  it  progresses,  and  it 
must  be  read  as  a hitherto  unknown  yhapter  in  our  Na- 
tional History.  ^ 

Publishers  of  The  National  Tribune, 
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HISTORIC  HOMES  IN  WASHINGTON. 


CHAPTER  I;  ■ ^ 

- THE  FIRST  SETTLERS. 

CAPTAIN  JOHN  SMPI'H—THE  ’ RED  MAN’S  ,1\TGWAM— THE  CAMPING^ 
GROCND  OF  THE  BRAVES— SETTLING  THE  COLONIES — THE 
CENTLTRY  OF  THE  NEW  NATION’S  BHITH— THE-  CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS— THE  ITINERACY  OF  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CON- 
FEDERATION-CONTROVERSY’ OY'ER  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE 
NATIONAL  CAPITAI^ — “OBSTINATE  . DAVY  BURNS”— THE  ENGI- 
NEER OF  THE  CAPITAL  ^ . ' 

When  Capt.  John  Smith,  in  1608,  sailed  up  the  Poto- 
mac, the  curling  smoke  from  the  red  men^s  wigwams 
welcon  ed  him.  ' 

The  Pc,^omacks,  the  Manahoacs,  and  the  Anacos- 
tians  haa  uecome  powerful  tribes;  and  here  where  Wash- 
ington stands  in  all  its  glor\"  was  the  camping  ground 
of- these  brave  men  of  the  forest.-  When  the  yearh’  coun- 
cils of  the  chiefs  were  called,  it  was  on  the  banks  of  the 
beautiful  Potomac  that  their  council  fires  were  built. 

When  Capt.  John  Smith  first  stepped  foot  upon  this 
goodly  land  the  days  were  not  ripe  for  the  new  civiliza- 
tion, and  he  turned  his  bark  down  the  Potomac.  The 
3^ears  came  and  went.  The  sound  of  the  troodmanfs 
ax  was  not  heard.  The  red  men  of  the  forest  held  posses- 
sion of  the  land  for  another  decade  ere  the  new  Nation 
was  born. 

In  the  fullness  of  time  there  came  a day  for  the  settling 
of  the  Colonies.  It  was  the  century  in  which  the  great 
Queen  Elizabeth  died — a century  in  which  King  James 
gave  us  the  English  translation  of  the  Bible;  a century 
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HISTORIC  HOMES  IN  WASHINGTON. 


That  produced  a Cromwell,  a AVilliam  III.,  a Louis  XIV.; 
a century  in  which  Villon  dreamed  of  Paradise  Lost  and 
Shakespere  sang  his  songs  immortal;  a century  that 
gave  a new  world  to  the  nations  of  ihe  earth. 

' After  the  independence  of  the  Colonies  was  established, 
some  of  the  cidoanded  troops  from  Lancaster  came  clam- 
oring at  the  doors  of  Congress,  then  sitting  in  Philadel- 
phia, for  mone^"  due  them.  Congress  vras  powerless, 
and  called  upon  the  j\lctropolitan  police  to  quell  the  mob. 
They,  were  unwilling  or  unable  to  do  so.  Congress  there- 
fore adjourned  to  Princeton,  N.  J.  This  awakened  tlie 
-people  to  the  importance  of  the  selection  of  a Capital.  It 
could  not  be  established  in  any  municij.al  city  where  the 
GovernuiCnL  had  not  iurisdictjon. 

For  the  next  four  ^^ears  the  Congress  of  the  Confedera- 
tion w^as  exercised  over  this  subject;  but  as  no  official 
record  of  the  debates  has  been  preserved,  it  is  only  through 
the  tenor  of  the  resolutions  adopted  that  we  can  glean  an 
insight  into  the  methods,  or  appreciate  the  trouble  that 
attended  a solution  of  the  vexed  question. 

These  years  of  controversy  over  the  location  of  the 
National  Capital  brought  to  the  front  the  foremost  men 
of  the  times.  Mr.  Jefferson  has  recorded  in  his  Ana  a 
curious  bit  of  history  that  touched  the  spring  which  gave 
the  final  action  upon  the  adoption  of  the  Potomac  site  for 
the  National  Capital. 

According  to  Mr.  Jefferson  's  statement,  me  session  of 
1790  Was  one  of  dissension  and  bitterness,  marked  b\^  an 
obstinate  scheme  of  Alexander  Ifamilton's  to  assume  the 
State-  debts,  amounting  to  $20,000,000.  An  amendment 
ha  1 l>een  offered  to  the  pending  act  covering  this  amount, 

V h;cli  was  rejected  by  the  House.  At  this  time  Jefferson 

V as  Secretary  of  State  and  Hamilton  Secretary  of  the 
Treasu  y. 

Hamilton  was  nervous  and  excited,  and  urged  Jeffer- 
son to  aid  in  its  recommendation.  The  North  favored 
assuTiption,  and  the  South  opposed  it.  Jefferson  and 
Hamilton  met  on  the  streets,  and,  arm  in  arm,  wallted 
b^'ck.and  forth  before  the  President's  house  for  half  an 
hour..' 
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Jefferson  says  that  “Hamilton  was  in  despair.  He 
painted  pathetically  the  temper  into  which  the  Legisla- 
ture had  been  wrought,  the  disgust  of  those  called  the 
'creditor  States/  the  danger  of  the  secession  of  its  mem- 
bers and  the  separation  of  the  States.  He  said  that  the 
members  of  the  Administration  ought  to  act  in  concert; 
that  the  President  was  the  center  on  which  all  adminis- 
trative questions  tinalh’  rested;  that  all  of  us  should  rally  * 
around  him,  and  support,  by  joint  effort,  measures  ap- 
proved hy  him;  that  an  appeal  from  me  to  the  judgment 
and  discretion  of  my  friends  might  effect  a change  in  the 
vote,  and  the  machinery  of  Government,  now  suspended, 
might  be  set  in  motion. 

“I  told  him  that  I was  really"  a stranger  to  the  whole 
subject,  not  having  3’et  informed  m3’self  of  the  s^^stem 
adopted.  That  if  its  rejection  endangered  dissolution  of 
the  Union  at  this  incipient  stage,  I should  deem  it  the 
most  unfortunate  of  all  consequences;  to  avert  which,  all 
partial  and  temporary"  evils  should  be  yielded.  I pro- 
posed to  him  to  dine  with  me  the  next  da\",  and  I would 
invite  another  friend  or  two,  and  bring  them  into  confer- 
ence together,  and  I thought  it  impossible  that  reason- 
able men,  consulting  together  coolH,  could  fail,  b^’  some 
mutual  sacrifices  of  opinion;  to  form  a compromise  that 
would  save  the  L^nibn. 

"The  discussion  took  place.  It  was  finalh^  agreed 
that,  whatever  importance  had  been  attached  to  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  proposition,  the  preservation  of  the  Union  and 
concord  among  the  States  was  more  important,  and  that 
therefore  it  would  be  better  that  the  vote  of  rejection  sliould 
be  rescinded;  to  effect  which  some  members  should  change 
their  votes. 

"But  it  was  observed  that  this  pill  would  be  peculiarly 
bitter  to  the  Southern  States;  and  that  some  concomitant 
measures  should  be  adopted  to  sweeten  it  a little  to 
them. 

"There  had  been  propositions  to  fix  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment either  at  Pliiladelphia  or  Georgetown  on  the  Poto- 
mac; and  it  was  thought  that  b\’  giving  it  to  Philadelphia 
ior  10  3^ears,  and  to  Georgetown  permanently  aftei' wands. 
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this  mighh  as  an  anodyne,  calm  in  some  degree  the  fer- 
ment whicli  might  be  excited  by  the  other  measure 
alone. 

''So  two  of  the  Potomac  members.  White  and  Lee, 
agreed  to  change  their  votes,  and  Hamilton  undertook 
to  carry  the  other  point.  In  doing  this  the  influence  lie 
had  established  over  the  Eastern  members,  and  the 
* aeency  of  Robert  A [orris,  with  those  of  the  Middle  States, 
effected  his  side  of  the  engagement,  and  so  the  assumption 
was  passed — 20,000,000  of  stock  divided  among  favored 
States,  and  thrown  in,  as  a pabulum,  to  the  stock-jobbing 
herd,  and  the  permanent  Capital  fixed  on  the  Potomac.'’ 

Up  to  tliis  time,  i\lr,  Jefferson's  statement  has  been 
accepted  as  a part  of  the  history  of  the  times.  We  have 
shown  how  the  vote  vras  obtained.  After  this,  in  the 
year  1791,  the  30th  da}'  of  klarch,  15  years  after  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States,  followed  the  amendatory 
proclamation  of  President  M'ashington. 

After,  all  the  controversy,  it  is  a very  significant  fact 
th.at  Congress  fixed  absolutely  no  definite  place  for  the 
site  of  the  Capital  Cit}'.  It  gave  to  the  President  of  tlie 
United  States  power  to  choose  any  site  on  the  river  Poto- 
mac between  the  mouth  of  the  Eastern  Branch  ( Anacos- 
tia)  to  the  mouth  of  the  Conococheague — in  fact,  he  could 
make  his  choice  within  a distance  of  about  a hundred 
miles,  following  the  river  windings  from  the  present  site 
of  Washington  to  where  the  Conocccheague  joins  the 
Potomac  at  Williamsport,  Washington  County,  ]^ld., 
about  seven  miles  f oin  Hagerstown. 

Under  this  act  the  President  had  it  in  his  power  to  have 
fixed  the  Capital  icO  miles  u[)  tl:e  river. 

A contemp  raneous  letter  of  Oliver  Wolcott's  says, 
‘'In  iSoo  we  are  to  go  to  the  Indian  place  with  the  long 
nane,  on  the  Potomac," — meaning  Conococheague. 

The  result  shows  that  the  rare  judgment  of  Gen.  AVash- 
ington  was  peculiarly  illust  ated  in  the  selection  of  the 
site  of  the  Metropolitan  city,  which  will  continue  to  bear 
his  name  as  long  as  the  Xation  lives. 

The  crowning  point  cf  the  Ration's  birth  was  reached 
when  a permanent  Rational  Home  was  provided  for,  and 
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Waslnngton  'was  given  the  po'wer  to  issue  his  amenda- 
tory proclamation: 

"Now,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  cf  amending  and  com- 
pleting the  location  of  the  lO  miles  square,  in  conformity 
with  the  said  amendatory  act  cf  Congress,  I do  herehy 
declare  and  make  known  that  the  whole  of  the  said  teiri- 
tory  shall  be  located  and  included  within  the  four  lines 
. following: 

"Beginning  at  Jones  Point,  being  the  upper  part  of 
Hunting  Creek,  in  Virginia,  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees 
west  of  north,  and  running  in  a direct  line  10  miles  for  the 
first  line: — Then  beginning  again  at  the  same  Jones 
Point,  and  running  another  direct  line  at  right  angles 
to  the  first  across  the  Potomac,  10  miles  for  the  second 
line,  running  two  other  direct  lines  of  10  miles  each.  The 
one  crossing  the  eastern  branch  aforesaid,  and  the  other 
' the  Potomac,  and  meeting  each  other  in  a point. 

"And  I do  accardingh'  direct  the  Commissioners  named 
under  the  authority  of  the  said  first  mentioned  act  of 
Congress,  the  30th  day  of  •March,  1791,  15  years  after 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States,  the  said  site  thus 
agreed  upon,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  have  the  said  four 
lines  run,  and  by  proper  metes  and  bounds,  defined  and 
limited,  and  therefore  to  make  due  report  under  their 
hands  and  seals;  and  the  territory  so  to  be  located,  de- 
fined and  limited,  shall  be  the  whole  territory-  accepted 
b}^  the  said  act  of  Congress  as  the  district  for  the  perma- 
nent seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States.” 

The  three  Commissioners  appointed  by  VCashington 
for  the  survejdng  and  laying  out  of  the  Federal  City  were 
Thomas  Johnson  and  Daniel  Carroll  of  i\Iaryland  and 
Daniel  Stuart  of  Virginia.  It  would  seem  to  have  been 
a very  easy  matter  for  tlie  Commission,  after  iMaryland 
and  Virginia  had  ceded  thus  riglit,  l^acked  by  Congress 
and  the  President,  to  have  accomplished  their  task;  but 
from  the  outset  they  found  themselves  hemmed  in  by  ihe 
oltstinacy  of  some  of  the  landholders.  The  farms  of 
Daniel  Carroll  of  Duddington  Vaiior,  Xotley  Voung, 
D,avid  Burns,  and  Samuel  Davidson  covered  tlie  ground 
where  the  city  now  stands. 
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Negotiations  were  at  last  entered  into  with  all  but  the 
obstinate  Scotchman,  David  Burns.  With  him  the  Com- 
missioners failed,  and  Washington  was  told  that  he  alone 
could  bring  him  to  terms. 

The  Davy  Burns  farm  la^^  south  of  where  the  Presi- 
dent’s House  now  stands,  and  extended  as  far  east  as  the 
present  site  of  the  Patent  Office.  The  farm  contained 
600  acres.  • - 

By  an  instrument  dated  Jul}^  5,  1681,  a patent  was 
granted  to  one  William  Langworthy  of  the  600  acres, 
then  called  the  '‘Widow’s  iMite,”  wliich  had  been  taken 
up  by  his  father..  Washington  made  his  way  to  the 
Burns  farm.  Getting  Uncle  Da\w  to  sit  down  on  a rustic 
seat,  under  a clump  of  shade  trees  that  were  the  shelter 
and  shade  of  the  Burns  mansion,  he  used  all  his  powers 
of  persuasion  to  bring  about  the  sale. 

But  "obstinate  Mr.  Burns,”  as  Washington  often  called 
him  in  his  correspondence,  yielded  not  a jot.  The  story 
goes  that  upon  one  of  these  occasions,  when  Washington 
was  tr3nng  to  convince  him  of  the  great  advantage  it 
would  be  to  him.  Uncle  Dav\^  testil}^  replied: 

"I  suppose  you  think  people  here  are  going  to  take 
every  grist  that  comes  from  you  as  pure  grain,  but  what 
would  vou  have  been  if  you  hadn’t  married  the  Widow 
Custis?^’ 

At  last,  after  frequent  interviews,  Washington  lost  his 
patience.  He  gave  Mr.  Burns  to  understand  that  he  had 
been  authorized  to  select  the  location  of  the  National 
Capital,  and  said: 

. "I  have  selected  your  farm  as  a part  of  it,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment will  take  it.  I trust  \mu  will,  under  the  circum- 
stances, enter  into  an  amicable  agreement.” 

The  obstinate  Scotchman  thought  discretion,  under 
the  circumstances,  was  the  better  part  of  valor,  and  that 
by  surrendering  gracefull}^  he  could  secure  a better  bar- 

When  the  President  once  more  asked,  "On  what  terms 
will  you  surrender  your  plantation?”  kir.  Bums  replied, 
"Any  that  your  Excellenc^^  ma^"  choose  to  name.” 

We  find  Lite  deed  of  David  Burns  conveying  the  land 
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to  the  Coimiissioaers,  in  trust,  the  first  deed  recorded  in 
the  City  cf  Washington.  ‘ ' ■ 

One  one  the  original  proprietors,  Daniel  Carroll, 
Notle}^  Young,  David  Burns,*  and  Samuel  Davidson, 
surrendered  their  lands,  to  be  laid  out  as  a city,  and  gave 
•one-half  of  them  to  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  necessary"  public 
buildings.  ^ ■ _ 

When  the  negotiations  at  last  were  at  an  end,  on  the 
3Tst  day  of  IMay,  Washington  wrote  to  Jefferson  from 
lilonnt  Vernon  to  the  effect:  ' ■ 

"The  owners  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  on  con- 
sideration that  when  the  whole  should  be  surveyed  and 
laid  off  as  a city,  the  original  proprietors  should  retain 
every  other  lot,  the  remaining  lots  to  be  sold  by  Govern- 
ment from  time  to  time,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  applied  to 
the  improvement  of  the  p'ace." 

The  land  comprised  in  the  sale  was  7,100  acres.  For 
so  much  of  the  land  as  might  be  approi)riated  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  they  were  to  pay  S66  2-3  per 
acre,  not  including  sticcts.  The  cornerstone  of  the  new 
District  was  laid  by  the  Commissioners  April  15,  1701, 
and  under  the  direction  of  Washington,  a Frenchman, 
Peter  Charles  L' Enfant,  a skilled  engineer,  was  emiployed 
to  la3^  out  the  city.  He  was  a Lieutenant  in  the  French 
provincial  forces,  but  when  quite  3mung  the  New- World 
.held  out  man\'  attractions  for  him,  amd  we  hear  of  him 
as  an  Engineer  in  the  Revolutionary  Army  in  1777,  Ocud 
in  1778  he  was  appointed  Captain  of  Engineers. 

He  was  afterwards  wounded  at  the  siege  of  Savannah, 
and  w^.s  then  promoted  to  be  Major  of  Engineers,  serving 
nea"  Washington.  This  gave  Washington  amplc'oppo:*- 
tiinit}"  to  learn  that  he  had  in  i\Iaj.  L'Enfant  a man  of 
rare  art  culture  and  of  versatile  endowments,  one  that 
was  imbued  with  the  civilization  of  the  Old  World,  and 
when  'Washington  made  this  selection  it  was  because  lie 
knew  that  lie  would  utilize  his  knowledge  of  the  eirl  and 
architecture  of  European  cities. 

In  a letter  dated  September  9,  1791,  the  Commissioners 
informed  Alaj,  L'Eiifant  that  they  had  decided  to  call 
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the  plot  the  Territory  of  Columbia,  and  the  Federal  City 
the  City  of  Washington.  ’ 

It  is  a well-authenticated  fact;  that  I\Iaj.  I/Enfant’s 
plan,  notwithstanding  the  different  opinions  existing, 
was  tlie  one  adopted  in  the  laying  out  of  the  city.  It  is 
also  true  that  he  wrote  Jefferson  asking  his  advice,  think- 
ing, from  his  long  experience  abroad,  that  he  might  give 
suggestions  and  plans  that  would  be  helpful. 

Tlirough  all  this  correspondence,  and  aside  from  plans 
of  many  cities  which  Jefferson  had  procured  abroad, 
such  as  Paris,  ^Marseilles,  Turin,  Milan,  etc.,  it  is  very 
evident  that  one  plan  alone  stood  uppermost  in  his  mind. 
It  was  the  old  Bab\donian  one,  exemplified  in  the  paral- 
lelograms and  angles  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia — 
emblem  of  the  square  cut,  Quaker  element  that  adminis- 
tered her  municipal  laws,  but  not  in  keeping  with  the 
"line  of  beauty''  the  Frencliman  had  pictured  in  his  city 
of  "magnificent  distances." 

It  conformed,  however,  to  Jefferson's  wishes  that  he 
should  take  as  the  foundation  of  his  plan  the  squares  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  topography  of  Versailles,  and  then 
introduce  the  broad  transverse  avenues  intersecting  the 
streets  of  the  city  with  a variety  of  circles,.' open  squares 
and  triangular  reservations. 

iMaj.  L'Enfant  was  unfortunately  imbued  with  a French 
temperament.  In  two  months  after  his  plan  was  pub- 
lished he  was  dismissed  from  the  service.  It  is  very  prob- .. 
able  that  his  exalted  ideas  of  art  and  finance  were  not  in 
keeping  with  the  })rovincial  methods  of  the  Commission- 
ers. . The  early  education  of  both  parties  would  tend  to 
separate  rather  than  combine  methods. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE  COTTAGE  OF  DAVID  BURNS. 

MEETIXG  AT  THE  OLD  BURNS  COTTAGE— TOM  MOORE'S  ROOif. 
MARCIA  BURNS— HER  MARRIAGE- ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE 
OLDEN  TIME. 

L'Enfant  was  grand,  elegant,  magnificent  in  all  his 
conceptions,  and  when  Daniel  Carroll  began  building 
Duddington  House  in  the  center  of  one  of  his  grand  ave- 
nues (New  Jersey),  and  he  saw  that  it  would  lead  to  the 
breaking  up  of  his  great  plan,  he  first  admonished  him 
that  it  could  not  be,  and  when  he  saw  that  this  was  not 
heeded,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  send  parties  in  the  night  to 
raze  the  house  to  the  ground,  much  to  the  disgust  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  especially  of  Daniel  Carroll.  Dud- 
dington House  was  rebuilt  by  the  Government. 

It  was  at  about  this  time  that  Washington  wrote  to 
Jefferson:  ‘'It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  men  who  pos- 
sess talents  which  fit  them  for  peculiar  purposes,  should 
almost  invariably  be  under  the  influence  of  an  untrained 
disposition.  I have  thought  for  such  ernplo3mient  as  he 
is  now  engaged  in,  for  prosecuting  public  works,  and 
carr\dng  them  into  effect,  Alaj.  L'Enfant  was  better  quali- 
fied than  an}"  one  who  has  come  within  my  knowledge  in 
this  country  or  any  other. 

In  a letter  from  Jefferson,  dated  iMarch  6,  1792,  his  dis- 
missal was  thus  announced:  “It  having  been  found  im- 
practicable to  employ  I\laj.  L'Enfant  about  the  Federal 
City  in  that  subordination  wliich  was  lawful  and  proper, 
he  is  notified  that  his  services  are  at  an  end.” 

Andrew  Ellicott  was-ihe  man  chosen  to  finish  the  laying 
out  of  the  city,  after  the  original  plan  of  Alaj.  L'Enfant. 

AVhen  Washington  made -the  contract  with  Air.  Burns, 
he  agreed  to  have  the  lines  of  the  streets  so  run  as  not  to 
dLsturb  the  cottage  of  the  latter.  This  agreement  was 
faithfully  carried  out  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  Burns's  estate  came  to  him  through  a long  Scotch 

( ^"3  ) 


-.  r -.■:/ 'i ,//.-{ c* 

' 7^^'rr 

' t;  ?S3t>i'^  i 

, ■'-  , hiu^l  • 

\ .-'  /V  ; . ■ r, V*''  ^ 

^ Y'- ■ 

■ -f.-  .:  W -,  ■ ji 

•■..J  -.:■•■  i * Jf 

' ■ .!  JV  .v/M  . 


- ^ '^Ui  I;:,'  . . V f -:■■  ■ 

: ■.  jf:'yt:j  ' ^ ■ : - ■ /:  ■ ‘ ' 

.;  'I  .■':.J^r<.-i'"  :'‘l  ^ ■ 

: rJ'  / . '■ ! .'  :■  ' : ' " * ' ' . 


2(5 


mS'xUi-rrc;  noMIlS  IN'  WA=5HINGTO:^. 


ancestry/  and  if  he  held  on  to  his  broad  acres  with  ob- 
stinate tenacity,  it  was  his  lioht;  for,  ere  Isaac  Barre 
called  the  colonists  '‘Sons  cf  Liberty,”  ere  AVilliaiii  Pitt 
thundered  in  Parliament,  /‘if  the  Americans  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  Stamp  Act  they  deserved  to  be  slaves,” — 
ere  Wasliington  was  made  Commander-in-Chief,  or  Bos- 
ton had  had  her  Tea  Part}^  the  thumb-latch  of  the  door 
to  this  old  cottage  was  smoothed  and  battered  by  the 
hands  of  sturdy  Scotchmen. 

Those  long.  Winter  evenings  brought  many  a merry 
meeting-of  the  old  neighbors.  They  would  sit  before  the 
crackling  fire  in  the  old  fireplace,  with  its  hanging  crane 
and  singing  firewood,  and  while  the  flames  were  making 
weiid  pictures  upon  the  back  log,  they  talked  of  the  old 
homes  and  mother  country,  and  cherished  recollections 
of  Bonnie  Boon. 

Such  was  the  life  under  this  roof  in  the  old  Colonial 
days,  when  the  master  was  plain  Farmer  Burns.  But 
when  the  sale  of  the  broad  acres  had  brought  him  wealth, 
there  was  a change  in  all  this.  The  places  of  the  plain 
farmers  who  came  in  surtout  and  doublet  to  drink  their 
round  of  applejack  were  taken  by  men  famous  in  the 
workPs  histor3n  George  Washington,  Thomas  Jefferson, 
Alexander  Hamilton,*  Aaron  Burr,  were  frequent  visitors. 
The  Calverts,  the  Carrolls,  were  his  intimate  neighbors. 
Tom  Jyloore  was  an  honored  guest. 

The  little  room  off  the  large  room,  on  the  ground  flooi 
was  pointed  out  as  Tom  iMoore's  room.  Quite  possibly 
it  . was  in  this  room  that  he  wrote  his  poetr\'  about  Ameri- 
ca'is;  and  f.cm  here  he  penned  to  Thomas  Hume  the  lines: 

* "In-fanc\^  now  beneath  the  twilight’s  gloom, 

Come,  let  me  lead  thee  o'er  this  modern  Rome, 

Where  tribunes  rule,  where  dusk\’  Davi  bow. 

And  vrhat  was  Goose  Creek  once  is  Tiber  nowl 
This  famed  metropolis,  where  Fanc\"  sees 
Squares  in  mo  asses,  obelisks  in  trees; 

Vrhich  travelings  fools  and  gazetteers  adorn 
^ With  shrines  unbuilt  and  heroes  \’ct  unborn, 

Th;'ough  naught  but  wood,  and , the\^  see, 

‘ Whe^"'  '•t’-cet'--'  "'hould  run,  and  sages  ought  to  be. 

* * t if 
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here  I pause, — and  now,  nw  Hume!  we  part; 

But,  oh!  full  oft  in  magic  dreams  of  heart 
Thus  let  us  meet,  and  mingle  converse  dear 
By  Thames  at  home,  or  by  Potowmac  here! 

O’er  lakes  and  marsh,  through  fevers  and  through  fogs, 
"i\Iidst  bears  and  Yankees,  democrats  and  frogs. 

Thy  foot  shall  follow  me;  thy  heart  and  eyes 
With  me  shall  wonder,  and  with  me  despise.” 

Could  such  a cottage  stand  through  the  centuries  and 
not  have  its  chapter  of  romance  to  bequeath  tender  lega- 
cies to  the  after  time?  Whisperings  have  brought  to  us 
the  name  of  one  whose  graces  made  this  old  home  beau- 
tifuk 

The  fairest  belle  in  all  the  realm  was  Marcia  Burns. 
It  was  a rich  inheritance,  indeed,  to  this  child  of  Nature, 
to  be  surrounded  with  fields  of  waving  grass,  and  trees, 
and  singing  birds,  and  the  broad  acres,  to  give  her  tl  e 
sense  that  she  was  born  to  a noble  principality.  It  was 
one  that  brought  many  suitors  to  her  home;  but  of  them 
all,  John  P.  Van  Ness  was  the  luck}"  man.  He  was  a 
member  of  Congress  from  New  York.®’  We  read  of  him 
that  he  was  “well-fed,  well-bred,  and  well-read,”  elegant, 
popular,  and  handsome  enough  to  win  his  way  to  any 
maiden's  heart. 

Marcia  Burns  married  Mr.  Van  Ness  at  20  years  of 
age,  and  being  the  only  hving  heir,  inherited  the  whole  of 
her  father's  vast  estate.  For  several  years  after  their 
marriage  they  continued  to  live  in  the  cottage  in  which 
she  was  born,  a plain,  unpretentious  home;  yet  in  the  day 
it  was  built  it  had  no  rivals,  and  was  known  as  the  Burns 
Mansion — a low,  one-story  house  with  a garret,  four 
rooms  in  all.  In  all  its  aptx>intments  it  bore  the  most 
primitive  stamp.  * ' 

In  1820,  when  their  only  child  returned  from  school  at 
Philadelphia,  a new  mansion  was  ready  for  occupancy. 
It  stands  in  the  same  grounds  that  surrounded  the  cot- 
tage, and  was  the  most  magnificent  of  all  the  houses  in 
the  place.  No  historic  house  toda}"  in  AYashington  com- 
pares with  it  in  elegant  pretentiousness.  Latrobe,  whose 


. ' ; ■ ' - v:  ' ■ ' I :n&r 

' :7/;'  - ■ 


;"f 


: ^y)  > 

".  D^> 

■ ' . : 


..-v' ■'  ^ 

ir^v;x..k\  .-uj- 


■■0  , V,...^ 

0 V>.- 


aw.. 


28 


mSTOPJC  HOMES  IN  ^VASHINGTON. 


master  hand  is  seen  in  the  Capitol,  was  the  architect. 
Tliis  house  was  built,  at  a cost  of  S60.000,  half  a century 
ago.  The  old  cottage  was  still  the  object  of  tender  care, 
and  was  looked  upon  with  the  utmost  veneration.  The 
Italian  mantles  that  adorned  the  new  home,  with  their 
sculptured  Loves  and  Graces,  ha.d  no  more  charm  for 
]\Irs.  Van  Ness  (IMarcia  Burns)  than  the  old  fireplace  in 
’ the  cottage,  sacred  to  old  associations,  where  love  had 
alwa\^s  had  a home,  and  the  hearth-fires  needed  no  vestal 
watch  to  keep  them  burning. 

The  finish  of  costly  woods,  the  doors  ornamented  with 
Spanish  Azulejos,  meant  no  more  to  her  than  the  old 
cottage  door  that  had  for  ages  swung  upon  its  rude  hinges. 
It  was  into  themew  home  that  Ann  Elbertine  Van  Ness 
was  brought.  Like  her  mother,  she  was  lovely  in  char- 
acter, form,  and  feature. 

Miss  Van  Ness  was  soon  after  married  to  Arthur  Mid- 
dleton, of  South  Carolina,  but  in  less  than  two  years  from 
the  time  that  the  Van  Ness  Mansion  had  echoed  with  the 
merr}^  laughter  and  happy  voice  of  girlhood's  glee,  the 
; young  life  which  had  always  brought  joy  into  the  hom.e 
had  gone  out  forever — the  t’oung  wife  and  mother  was 
carried  to  the  grave  with  her  baby  in  her  arms. 

With  i\Iarcia  Van  Pncss  there  was  but  one  abiding 
thought  from  this  time — how*  best  to  acknowledge  her 
; love  of  God.  The  experiences  of  life  had  done  their 

I work.  Conviction  sw*ept  like  a might}"  river  into  every 

; recess  of  her  nature,  and  she  w*as  borne  on  to  higher  senti- 
ments of  love  and  adoration,  self-denial  and  self-abnega- 
tion. 

At  the  grave  of  her  beloved  child  she  made  her  offer 
of  the  Cit}^  Orphan  Asylum  of  Washington.  Bereft  of 
L her  ow*n,  she  adopted  motherless  children  and  gave  to 
^ . them,  unstinted,  a mothers  love,  pity,  and  tenderness. 
The  old  cottage  was  made  her  sanctum,  and  there  she 
would  .^pend  hours  in  meditation. 

: . The  atmosphere  of  the  old  home  where  she  was  born, 

wdrere  her  parents  had  lived  and  died,  was  filled  with 
pleasant  memories.  The  rustling  of  leaves,  the  very 
song  of  the  cricket  on  the  hearth  brought  back  associa- 
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tions  of  the  olden  time,  ere  she  had  drunk  of  the  bitter 
waters  of  Alarah,  on  the  highway  of  human  experience. 

But  there  came  a day  when  i\Iarcia  Burns  needed  all 
the  grace  that  is  promised  to  the  faithful.  Her  last^.sick- 
ness  was  long  and  full  of  suffering,  but  peacefulh^  she 
watched  and  waited,  thinking  more  of  the  loved  ones 
around  her  than  her  own  suffering.  She  passed  away 
Sept.  9,  1832,  aged  50  years. 

At  the  time  she  died  ?dr.  Van  Xess  was  T^Ia^^'or  of  Wash- 
ington. She  was  buried  with  public  honors,  the  citizens 
"placing  upon  her  casket  a plate  with  this  inscription: 
'‘The  citizens  of  Washington,  in  testinion}^  of  their 
veneration  for  departed  worth,  dedicate  ibis  plate  to  the 
memory  of  iMarcia  Van  Xess,  the  excellent  consort  of  J. 
P.  Van  Ness.  If  pieh^,  charity,  high  principle  and  ex- 
alted worth  could  have  averted  the  shafts  of  Fate,  she 
would  have  still  remained  among  us,  a bright  example 
of  eveiy  virtue.  The  hand  of  death  has  removed  her  to 
a purer  and  happier  state  of  existence,  and  while  we  la- 
ment her  loss  let  us  endeavor  to  emulate  her  virtues.” 

Gen.  Van  Xess  lived  to  be  75  t’ears  of  age.  He  enter- 
tained royalX.  Every  year  Congress  was  his  guest. 

It  is  said  that  the  Government  did  not  live  up  to  its 
contract,  but  sold  lots  to  private  individuals  around  the 
Mall.  He  sued  the  Government,  but  lost  his  suit. 

The  old  cottage  was  torn  down  some  \"ears  ago.  The 
grounds  and  Van  Xess  Alansion  are  now  used  by  an 
athletic  club.  . . 
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DUDDINGTON  MANOR. 

extracts  FROK  old  land-patents— new  SCOTLAND — MR.  POPE'S 
PATENT — CALLED  IT  ROME— DANIEL  CARROLT. — SOCIAL  STAND* 
IKG — A SPECULATIVE  MOVEMENT — THE  HOME  SWEPT  AWAY. 
THOMAS  LAW— THE  BILL  FOR  A UNITED  STATES  BANK— A 
CHANGE  OF  NAME— OCTAGON  HOUSE — HOUSE  OF  EDWARD 
EVERETT,  AND  SOMETHING  ABOUT  ITS  OWNERS— WIRT  MAN- 
SION RICH  IN  STORIES  OF  THE  PAST. 

By  extracts  from  old  land-patents  dating  back  to  June 
5,  1663,  we  find  that  one  of  the  patentees  was  Francis 
Pope.  A company  of  Scotch  and  Irish  emigrated  to  this 
countr}^  about  that  time,  and  made  a settlement  on  the 
land  that  is  included  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

They  divided  their  lands  into  farms,  and  gave  the  name 
of  New  Scotland  to  their  home.  They  lived  in  their 
quiet,  unobstrusive  way,  reaping  and  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  their  labor  for  nearl}"  a centur3";  and  it  was  with  some 
of  their  descendants  that  negotiations  were  made  for  the 
land  on  which  the  Cit}"  of  Washington  now  stands. 

IVIr.  Pope's  patent  included  Capitol  Hill,  and  with 
almost  prophetic  vision  he  saw  a city  rise  which  in  the 
future  w'ould  be  the  Capital  of  the  Nation,  and  which 
would  rival  imperial  Rome.  He  called  it  Rome,  and  was 
named,  therefore,  "Pope  of  Rome.”  ' Goose  Creek,  that 
skirted  the  foot  of  the  hill,  bore,  from  that  time,  the  classic 
name  of  Tiber. 

The  years  passed  hy;  a great  Nation  wa,s  being  molded; 
changes  came;  families  were  scattered,  and  new  ones 
took  their  places;  in  time,  Daniel  Carroll  was  in  possession 
of  "Scotland  Yard,”  afterward  known  as  Duddington 
Manor. 

Daniel  Carroll  was  a man  of  culture  and  refinement. 
His  social  standing  was  in  keeping  with  the  'Yld  Maiy- 
, ( 30  ) 
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land  line.”  He  was  a brother  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  Car- 
roll,  the  first  Catholic  Bishop  of  Baltimore,  the  man  who 
laid  the  foundation  stone  on  which  has  been  built  in 
solid  masonry  the  Catholic  Church  of  ^Maryland,  and 
the  founder  of  the  Jesuit  College  of  Georgetown. 

Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  Aid.,  a signer  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  was  his  cousin.  Daniel  Carroll 
was  a Delegate  to  the  Philadelphia  Convention  tb.at 
framed  the  Constitution,  and  a member  of  the  First  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

xAfter  the  selection  of  the  site  for  the  Capitol  Mr.  Carroll 
had  visions  of  a city  on  the  hill.  He  consequently  ])ut  an 
exorbitant  price  upon  his  land.  An  opinion  has  pre- 
vailed that  as  the  Capitol  fronts  toward  the  east,  Washing- 
ton and  liis  associates  looked  for  the  growth  of  the  city 
eastward.  • • 

There  are  reasons  why  this  might  not  have  been  in  their 
minds.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  corner-stone  of 
the  Vv'hite  House  was  laid  Oct.  13,  1792,  and  that  of  the 
Capitol,  Sept.  18,  The  beginning  was  toward  the 

west,  and  in  the  building  of  cities  river  fronts  are  not 
usuall}^  deserted. 

A speculative  miovement  was  inaugurated,  and  Air. 
Carroll  sold  many  of  his  broad  acres  with  promises  of 
payment.”  Stephen  Girard  made  an  offer  of  8200,000 
for  a certain  part  of  the  plantation.  This  was  a princely 
offer,  but  an  inflated  price  was  asked,  not  only  b}"  Air. 
Carroll,  but  by  others  who  had  made  purchases  for  specu- 
lative purposes. 

The  result  was  the  cit\^  lots  upon  the  hill  were  left  on 
the  owners'  hands,  and  Air.  Carroll  never  realized  the 
great  wealth  he  anticipated,  and  when  he  came  to  die 
his  estate  was  much  embarrassed. 

The  Carroll  Alansion,  known  as  Duddington  Alanor, 
was  erected  late  in  the  last  century. 

The  house  was  erected  not  fa.r  from  the  site  of  the  one 
that  was  begun  in  the  center  of  Newjersey  avenue,  and 
was  the  first  fine  lioiise  built  in  the  city. 

AVe  recall  a visit  made  to  the  Alanor.  When  we  were 
shown  through  the  vacant  rooms,  that  gave  with  every 
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footfall  echoes  of  the  past;  when  we  followed  our  dusky 
leader  into*  the  old  kitchen,  whose  brick  floor  was  worn 
thin  with  the  footsteps  of  all  the  3’ears,  and  were  told  that 
30  years  had  passed  since  either  of  the  sisters,  the  last  of 
the  family  and  the  ruling  mistresses  of  the  house,  had 
entered  it,  we  see  again  the  signs  of  neglect  and  decay 
that  have  crept  over  the  old  home  and  its  presiding 
geniuses. 

We  found  on  the  place  an  old  colored  man  80  years  of 
age,  who  was  born  there  and  had  been  a slave.  With 
tottering  steps  he  was  making  his  way  across  the  grounds, 
and  in  answer  to  our  inquiries  said: 

'Wes,  dey’s  all  done  gone.  Alassa  gone,  Alissus  gone, 
chilluns  gone.”  Then  with  an  indescribable  chuckle  he 
added,  "Ole  Joe’s  shackles  done  goin’,  too.  God  bress 
Massa  Lincum!  De  ole  house  done  gone,  too.  Now  I 
spec'  ole  Joe  go.  Dey  sa\^  a sintacus  buy  dis  place,  what- 
eber  dem'is.”  ' 

As  the  old  man  limped  off  in  the  darkness,  we  felt  that 
he  would  soon  follow  those  whom  he  so  much  revered, 
and  who  made  this  house  so  beautiful.  Even  this  patient 
old  guardian  could  not  stay  the  hand  of  change  that  was 
so  rapidty  removing  every  trace  of  the  old  palatial  man- 
sion. 

But  the  fullness  of  time  has  come,  and  the  home  of  the 
Carrolls  has  been  swept  away. 

Once  again  we  entered  these  grounds.  The  sun  had 
ceased  making  shadows  over  Arlington  Bights,  We 
clambered  up  the  rude  steps  that  had  been  made  in  the 
earth,  and,  by  clutching  the  underbrush,  scrambled  to 
the  top  of  the  hill,  where  we  found,  instead  of  velvet  lawns 
and  fertile  meadows,  a primeval  forest.  We  passed  on, 
and  found  a fascination  in  its  very  wildness.  We  reached 
the  gravelled  wallc  that  led  to  the  place  where  the  old 
house  stood;  but,  alas!  the  landmark  had  passed  away. 
While  standing  there  visions  of  departed  days  filled  the 
mind.  The  gathering  darkness  added  to  the  delusion, 
and  we  fancied  the  place  peopled  again  b}"  men  of  the  old 
regime,  wiih  their  powdered  wigs,  knee-breeches,  buff 
waistcoats,  ruffled  shirts,  and  cocked-hats,  bustling 
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* , . * • - 
about,  ordering  the  slaves  hither  and  tliither  with  old- 

time  imperiousness. 

THOMAS  LOW. 

A little  farther  on  we  came  to  a row  of  buildings,  built 
by  Thomas  Low,  of  brick  brought  from  England.  Their 
anti|uity  is  their  only  claim  to  a place  in  this  sketch. 
Thomas  Low  was  an  historic 'character  in  Washington. 
At  the  time  Warren  Hastings  was  Governor-General  in 
India,  Low  was  his  friend  and  amassed  a large  fortune. 
He  brought  to  this  country  $500,000  in  gold.  He  soon 
became  a friend  of  Washington,  who  induced  him  to 
invest  largely  in  this  city  of  anticipations.  He  married 
Miss  Custis,  sister  of  George  W.  Parke  Custis  and  grand- 
daughter of  ]\lrs.  Washington. 

He  built  a row  of  houses  on  New  Jersey  avenue,  one 
block  south  of  the  Capitol.  They  were  originally  first- 
class  boarding-houses,  and  many  of  the  dignitaries  of  the 
land  were  entertained  beneath  their  roofs;  Louis  Phi- 
lippe, Thomas  Jefferson,  the  Adamses,  Monroe  and  many 
others.  It  was  here  that  the  bill  was  drawn  up,  with 
Alexander  Hamilton  as  guide  and  adviser,  to  establish 
the  United  States  Bank, 

The  high  price  set  upon  proper h’  operated  also  against 
^Ir.  Low’s  investment.  His  buildings  were  left  solitary 
and  unoccupied  for  a long  time;  in  fact,  till  long  after  he 
had  passed  away,  with  his  day  and  generation. 

Like  his  benefactor,  Hastings,  misfortune  attended 
^him  to  the  grave.  His  wife  parted  from  him;  his  fortune 
wasted  away,  and  he  spent  his  melanchoh^  days  in  little 
enjoyment. 

He  was  a man  of  peculiar  temperament  and  faulty 
memory.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he  would  forget  his  own 
name  when  inquiring  for  letters  at  the  postoffice.  He 
once  locked  his  wife  in  a room,  through  thoughtlessness, 
and  came  to  town,  keeping  her  in  durance  vile  until  he 
returned  at  night. 

As  you  ascend  Capitol  Hill  you  might  see  upon  the 
right  the  name  of  George  Law,  in  flaming  letters,  on  one 
of  these  historic  buildings.  Whether  his  own  faulty 
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memory  changed  his  name  to  Law,  or  whether  the  rea- 
sons that  kept  him  from  returning  to  his  native  land 
made  it  a matter  of  convenience,  doth  not  appear;  but  by 
the  oldest  inhabitant  he  is  more  often  called  Law  than  by 
his  real  name.  Low. 

THE  OCTACxON  HOUSE. 

At  the  corner  of  i8th  street  and  New  York  avenue  is  the 
Octagon  House. 

This  house  was  built  about  one  hundred  years  ago  bv 
Col.  John  Tayloe,  a man  of  large  fortune  and  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  time.  He  owned  a large  e.siaie 
at  ^It.  Airy,  Va.,  and  divided  his  time  between  that  ho^r.e 
and  the  Octagon  House. 

His  income  was  princeha  His  slave  roll  was  500.  and 
among  them  he  had  artisans  of  every  class  and  calling- 
miners,  shipbuilders  and  carpenters.  Without  goirig 
outside  of  his  own  domain  he  wrought  iron,  felled  the 
forests,  worked  the  fields,  and  built  ships.  * 

The  Octagon  House  stands  to-day  a hallowed  monu- 
ment to  departed  chivalr3o  It  was  in  this  house  Presi- 
dent Madison  and  his  wife  lived  after  the  White  House 
was  burned  b\'  the  British  in  1814.  The  octagon  room 
over  the  hallwa}”  is  the  one  in  which  the  treatv  of  peace 
was  drawn.  In  this  house,  surrounded  bv  all  that  was 
brilliant— b\"  scholars,  statesmen,  heroes  of  the  war,  citi- 
zens and  strangers,  Airs.  Aladison,  the  center  of  attraction, 
held  the  elegant  ‘Mraw'ing  rooms'"  which  have  made  her 
noted. 

The  responsive  echoes  irom  barren  walls  and  banquet 
halls  deserted,  bring  back  faint  glimpses  of  the  brilliant 
scenes  then  enacted;  but  memories  still. haunt  the  great 
rooms  and  fill  eveiy  alcove,  niche  and  staircase  with  his- 
toric recollections — some  that  we  would  like  to  forget. 

For  wdien  we  ]>ass  out  of  these  echoing  halls  into  the 
grounds,  and  lool:  upon  the  sites  of  slave-pens,  we  rcmcm- 
b'^^  that  human  life  and  liberty  were  made  a sacri.f  c; 
tlLod  men,  women  and  chi’.dren  were  here  sold  to  the  high- 
est bidders.  When  wit  and  mirth,  beauty  and  grace, 
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music  and  dancing  made  the  old  halls  ring  with  gladness, 
sorrow  sat  upon  the  threshold. 

The  story  goes  that  the  spirits  of  the  slaves  whom 
death  released  from  their  chains,  visit  the  old  home  and 
announce  their  comming  by  the  ringing  of  bells.  At 
least,  the  Octagon  House  has  the  reputation  of  being 
haunted. 

HOME  OF  EDWARD  EVERETT. 

On  the  southeast  corner  of  i8th  and  G streets  stands 
a plain,  three-stor^^  brick  building  with  a long  L.  Many 
people  have  occupied  this  house  who,  in  different  ways, 
have  become  noted.  This  house  was  built  and  occupied 
by  Hon.  EMward  Everett,  when  he  was  Secretar}^  of  State 
under  the  ^Administration  of  Millard  Fillmore. 

We  cannot,  here,  give  a sketch  of  this  brilliant  man's 
career  up  to  the  time  that  he  occupied  a seat  in  the  Na- 
tional House  of  Representatives,  which  was  from  1824  to 
1834.  In  1835  he  was  made  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
a position  he  filled  four  years.  He  then  went  to  Europe, 
and  while  residing  in  Florence,  with  his  family,  was  ap- 
pointed Alinister  to  England.  Upon  his  return  to  the 
United  States  he  was  elected  President  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege.  ...  ■ . 

When  Daniel  Webster  died,  the  vacancy  made  in  the 
Cabinet  was  filled  b}^'  President  Fillmore  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Everett.  He  had  been  strongly  attached  to 
Mr.  Webster,  and  had  alwa3^s  made  him  his  confidential 
friend.  It  seemed  a fitting  compliment  that  he  should 
be  the  one  appointed  to  fill  the  place  made  vacant  by  the 
death  of  his  friend.  After  the  close  of  this  Administra- 
tion he  represented  the  old  Commonwealth  State  as  Sena- 
tor. “ " 

But  these  were  the  days  when  sectional  strife  was 
entering  the  wedge  to  civil  discord.  To  a man  of  Mr. 
Everett's  transcendent  patriotism  it  weighed  upon  him 
like  a nightmare.  He  saw  the  end  from  the  beginning. 
His  anxiety  for  his  country  was  so  great  that  it  made 
fearful  inroads  upon  his  health,  and  ere  his  .Senatorial 
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t^rm  was  half  over  he  resigned  and  returned  to  private 
life. 

But  a man  so  full  of  energy  and  force  must  n^  eds  be 
occupied.  He  therefore  prepared  a lecture  upon  Wash- 
ington, v.diich  he  delivered  in  all  the  leading  cities  of  the 
Union.  By  his  eloquence  he  secured  $100,000  toward 
the  fund  to  purchase  r\Iount  Vernon  from  the  Washington 
family;  and  thus  it  is  that  to-day  the  people  of  the  United 
States  owe  it,  in  large  part,  to  Edward  Everett  that  IMount 
Vernon  is  the  property  of  the  people. 

In  i860  he  was  nominated  by  the  Union  party  as  their 
candidate  for  the  Vice-Presidency  John  Bell,  of  Ten- 
nessee, was  the  candidate  for  President.  A little  later  on 
he  was  using  his  influence,  b}'  speeches,  pen  and  means, 
to  support,  protect  and  defend  the  liberties  of  his  countiAP 
Pie  \vas  the  beau-ideal  of  what  the  American  statesman 
should  be’ 

The  next  person  occupj’ing  this  house  was  Jefferson 
Davis,  then  Secretary  of  War  in  the  Cabinet  of  President 
Pierce.  * ^ 

He  had  been  married  twice.  His  first  wife  v;as  the 
daughter  of  ex-President  Zachary  Ta^ffor.  She  married 
him  against  the  wishes  of  lier  father,  who,  for  3’ears, 
never  exchanged  a word  with  her  husband.  After  her 
! death,  o.Ir.  Davis  married  IMiss  Howell,  of  New  Jersey. 

: It  was  after  this  marriage  that  he  occupied  this  house. 

■ He  continued  to  live  in  it  while  Secretary  of  State.  When 
he  was  again  elected  to  the  Senate,  he  lived  on  I street, 
between  17th  and  i8th  northwest. 

And  now  we  come  to  a name  that  we  hardly  know 
whether  to  give  the  honor  of  an  abiding  place  or  not.  A 
’ man  who  cannot  be  honest  or  true  to  friend  or  foe  deseiAxs 
no  recognition  from  his  fellow-men.  But  this  man  had 
filled  higdi  official  places  of  trust  and  profit,  both  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  and  in  the  Davis  Cabinet. 
That  he  proved  himself  recreant  to  both,  every  child  who 
. reads  Irnows;  that  he  would  have  devastated  cities  with 
Greek  fire,  and  carried  into  their  midst  the  seeds  of  pesti- 
lence, is  also  well  known. 

After  depleting  the  treasury  of  his  friends  and  his  foes, 
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he  turned  his  back  on  his  native  land  and  went  down  into 
Egypt  to  retain  his  ilhgotied  gains;  but,  even  there,  it 
was  ‘'pricks  in  his  eyes  and  thorns  in  his  sides/'  A few 
years  later,  the  flags  are  at  half-mast  on  the  public  build- 
ings. "Who  is  dead?"  is  asked.  "Jacob  Thompson,  ex- 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  Department  under  James  Buch- 
anan." 

'The  house  has  since  been  the  residence  of  Capt.  Henry 
A.  Wise,  a distinguished  officer  of  the  Emited  States  Navy, 
who  married  a daughter  of  Edward  Everett.  He  was 
bo  n in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1819.  In  1862  he  became 
Commander  in  the  Navy  and  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Ordnance  and  H3’drography.  He  d ed  in  Naples, 
Itah^  in  1869.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1881.  She 
was  noted  for  her  benevolence.  The  poor  of  Washington 
lost  in  her  a benefactor  and  friend. 

The  house  was  afterward  rented  to  the  iMedical  Depart- 
ment'of  the  Na\w  for  a naval  dispensaiy.  Surg.  Gen. 
Philip  S.  Wales  took  special  pride  in  this,  as  it  was  estab- 
lished under  his  administration  of  the  Bureau  of  i\Iedi- 
cine  and  Surgery  in  this  Department 

. ' THE  WIRT  MANSION. 

A few  rods  to  the  east  of  the  liome  of  Edward  Everett, 
between  17th  and  l8th  streets,  on  the  south  side,  stands 
the  old  mansion  once  owned  and  occupied  b}^  Hon.  Vv^il- 
liam  Wirt.  Here  this  eminent  jurist  lived  the  12  \'ears 
that  he  was  Attorney-General,  a position  which  he  held 
during  the  Administrations  of  James  iMonroe  and  John 
Quincy^  Adams. 

This  house  is  rich  in  incident  and  stories  of  the  past, 
both  before  and  after  it  came  into  the  possession  of  Air. 
Wirt.  The  first  authentic  record  that  we  have  of  it  is 
that  it  was  formerlv  owned  by’  Tobias  Lear. 

Col.  Lear  was  a distinguished  officer  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary’ War,  and,  at  one  time,  was  the  private  secretary 
of  Washington,  by’  whom  he  was  alway’s  treated  v.dth  the 
greatest  consideration  and  regard.  For  many'  years  he 
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attended  to  the  details  of  Wawshington^s  private  affairs, 
and  was  liberally  rem. inhered  by  him  in  his  will.  He 
was  afterward  appointed  Consul-General  to  San  Domin- 
go, and  then  was  sent  to  Algiers,  as  Commissioner,  to 
conclude  peace  with  Tripoli. 

This'  was  accomplished  in  1805,  ^ manner  not  pleas- 

ing to  Gen.  Eaton,  who,  with  Hamet  Caramelli,  the  de- 
posed Bey,  had  gained  important  advantages  over  the 
reigning  Be3'. 

Mr.  Lear’s  conduct  was  approved  by  the  Government, 
though  highly  censured  by  maii3^  of  the  people.  One 
morning  in  the  Fall  of  1816,  while  residing  in  the  mansion, 
he  was  found  in  the  Suimner  house  of  the  grounds,  in  the 
rear  of  the  house,  with  his  brains  blown  out  and  a pistol 
in  his  grasp.  In  1817  this  propert^^  was  purchased  by 
William  Wirt  from  Benjamin  Lear,  the  son  of  Tobias 
Lear. 

^Ir.  Lear  was  the  owner  of  the  old  gray  stone  ware- 
house on  the  Potomac  at  the  western  extremity  of  G 
street,  close  to  the  river.  This  warehouse  was  built  about 
1798,  and  was  the  first  substantial  warehouse  in  the  cit^^ 
When  the  Government  was  moved  in  1800,  all  the  official 
furniture  and  archives  w^ere  landed  at  this  pvharf  and 
stored  in  this  building. 

At  that  time  onh-  the  Navy  and  War  Departments  were 
completed;  all  the  boxes,  etc.,  that  belonged  to  those 
particular  Departments  were  carried  there,  and  ever^’- 
Ihing  belonging  to  the  other  Departments  was  trans- 
ferred to  hired  houses  opposite  the  ‘'Six  Buildings,”  on 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  between  21st  and  22d  streets. 

At  that  time  there  were  so  few  wagons  in  the  city  that 
it  was  difficult  to  procure  a sufficient  number  to  move  the 
public  property.  Mrs.  Adams  speaks  of  the  same  incon- 
venience in  getting  firewood  to  keep  the  White  House 
warm. 

Mr.  Wirt  was  born  in  Bladensburg,  Md.,  in  1772,  of 
Swiss  and  German  parentage.  He  was  educated  in 
Montgomerys  Countys,  Marydand;  read  law,  and  com- 
menced practicing  in  1792,  in  Culpeper  Courthouse. 
In  1795  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Gilmore,  of  Virginia,  and 
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settled ' near  Charlottesville.  His  wife  lived  but  five 
years.  * . 

In  1799  he  was  chosen  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
and  was  afterwards  appointed  Chancellor  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Virginia;  the  year  1802  found  him  practicing 
law  in  Norfolk  and  engaged  in  literary  work.  During 
this  time  he  published  in  the  Virginia  Ar^ns  his  “Letter* 
to  a British  Spy.’’  Later  there  appeared  in  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer  a series  of  papers  from  his  pen,  under  th<5- 
title  of  “Rainbow.” 

He  was  retained  to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of  Aaron 
Burr  for  treason.  He  was  Attorney-General  of  the 
United  States  from  1817  to  1829.  It  was  during  these 
years  that  he  lived  in  the  G street  mansion. 

When  this  house  was  purchased  it  was  three  stories 
high,  with  attic  and  back  btii  dings.  The  grounds  ex- 
tended from  the  corner  of  i8th  and  G down  to  F street, 
and  passed  by  and  included  all  the  g ound  on  F street  in 
which  iMichler  Row  now  stands,  coming  north  to  G street, 
where  Clark’s  (fonnerW  Cruit’s)  large  stable  now  stands. 
Mr.  Wirt’s  stables  were  filled  with  fine  horses  and  car- 
riages. • 

^ There  was  a beautiful  flower  garden  on  the  east  of  the 
house,  which  you  approached  through  a veranda.  Airs. 
Wirt  was  a connoisseur  in  the  flower  k ngdom,  and  it  was 
while  living  in  this  house  that  she  wrote  her  “Flora’s 
Dictionary.”  . . 

This  was  the  first  book  published  containing  emblems 
of  flowers  with  appropriate  selections  from  the  poets;  it 
had  also  an  appendix  containing  the  botanical  histor}"  of 
each  flower,  and  suggesting  why  the  flower  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  emblem. 

Mr.  Wirt  made  Lnge  additions  to  the  place;  a spacious 
dining-room  was  built,  which  was  often  used  for  dancing 
parties.  This  was,  at  that  time,  the  largest  room  for 
private  entertainments  in  Washington.  We  can  readily 
people  these  rooms  again  in  memory. 

As  a matter  o course,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  of  which  Judge  Alarshall  was  Chief,  were  frequent 
visitors.  The  members  of  the  Cabinet  under  the  Admin- 
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istrations  of  James  Monroe  and  John  Quincy  Adams 
were  all  men  of  distinguished  ability.  There  was  Wil- 
liam H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia;  Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Secretary-  of  the  Treasuiy;  John  C.  Calhoun,  Sec- 
retar},"  of  War;  Smith  Thompson,  of  New  York,  and  Sam- 
uel S<mthard,  Secretar}"  of  the  Na\y,  and  Henry  Clay/ 
of  Kentucky,  Secretary"  of  State. 

These  were  some  of  the  men  who  made  up  a galaxy 
df  really  great  men  who  adorned  society  in  those  da3’s, 
and  made  a brilliant  and  channed  circle  oftentimes  in  the 
Wirt  Mansion. 

Mr.  Wirt  was  twice  married.  At  the  time  of  his  first 
wife's  death  he  was  about  30  \^ears  of  age.  It  is  said  of 
him  that  he  was  a most  companionable,  genial,  warm- 
hearted man,  highK  engaging  and  prepossessing  in 
manner.  He  was  striking H"  elegant  and  conmianding 
in  appearance. 

At  Pen,  Park,  Albemarle  Count}",  where  he  married 
Miss  Gilmore,  he  placed  this  tablet  over  the  grave  of  her 
who  first  brought  him  to  this  spot: 

"Here  lies  IMildred, 

Daughter  of  George  and  Lucy  Gilmore, 

- Wife  of  William  Wirt. . 

She  was  born  Aug.  15,  1772;  Married  May  25,  1795;  Died  ; 

Sept.  17,  1799, 

"Come  round  her  tomb  each  object  of  desire, 

Each  purer  flame  inflamed  with  purer  fire; 

Be  all  that's  good,  that  cheers  and  softens  life, 

* The  tender  sister,  daughter,  friend  and  wife, — 

And  when  your  virtues  you  have  counted  o'er. 

Then  view  this  marble,  and  be  vain  no  more.” 

His  second  wife  was  not  won  without  many  apprehen- 
sions on  the  part  of  the  pater  familias.  The  lover,  at  this 
period  of  his  life,  had  no  promises  of  a fortune,  or  even  a 
living  competency,  to  strengthen  his  claim,  and  so  it  came 
that  Col.  Gamble,  for  reasons  best  known  to  himself, 
when  the  momentous  question  was  proposed,  thought 
best  to  put  the  gay  young  man  on  probation. 
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During  this  interval,  his  biographer  sa\’s,  Col.  Gamble 
had  occasion  to  visit  his  future  son-in-law’s  office  at  sun- 
rise one  Suimner  morning.  It,  unluckily,  happened  that 
I\Ir.  Wirt  had  the  night  before  brought  some  young  friends 
there,  and  they  had  had  a inerr}^  time,  which  had  so  be- 
guiled the  hours  that  even  at  sunrise  they  had  not  de- 
parted. 

The  Colonel  opened  the  door,  little  expecting  to  find 
any  one  at  that  hour.  His  eyes  fell  upon  a strange  group. 
There  stood  Mr.  Wirt  with  the  poker  in  his  right  hand, 
the  sheet-iron  blower  fastened  upon  his  left  arm>  which 
was  thrust  through  the  handle;  on  his  head  was  a tin 
wash  basin,  and  as  to  the  rest  of  his  dress — it  was  hot 
weather,  and  the  hero  of  this  grotesque  scene  had  dis- 
missed as  much  of  his  wardrobe  as  comfort  might  be 
supposed  to  demand,  substituting  a light  wrapper,  that 
greatly  added  to  the  theatrical  efiect. 

There  he  stood  in  his  whimsical  caparison,  reciting, 
vHth  an  abundance  of  stage  gesticulations,  Falstaff's 
onset  upon  the  thieves.  His  back  was  toward  the  door, 
and  the  opening  of  it  drew  all  eyes. 

We  may  imagine  the  queer  look  of  the  anxious  proba- 
tioner as  Col.  Gamble,  with  a grave  and  mannerW  silence, 
bowed  and  withdrew,  closing  the  door  behind  him  without 
the  exchange  of  a word. 

It  is  quite  possible  some  escapade  of  this  kind  gave 
credence  to  another  story  told  of  Mr.  Wirt.  The  story 
rrms  that,  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  while  residing 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  he  sometimes  indulged  in  sprees.  At 
one  time,  after  a night  of  conviviality,  and  while  still 
under  the  influence  of  wine,  he  lay  asleep  under  a tree  in 
the  most  public  thoroughfare  of  the  city.  The  young 
lady  to  whom  we  have  already  referred  chanced  that 
way,  and  seeing  him  in  this  condition,  and  wishing  to 
shield  him  from  the  public  gaze,  took  out  her  handker- 
chief and  la.id  it  over  his  face. 

When  Mr.  Wirt  awakened  from  his  sleep  of  intoxica- 
tion and  removed  the  handkerchief,  he  saw  it  bore  the 
initials  E.  M.  G.  It  is  difficult  to  say  which  feeling  pre- 
dominated, chagrin  that  she  should  have  found  him  there. 
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or  joy  at  the  fliclver  of  hope  to  his  aspirations  this  action 
on  the  yoir^g  lady's  part  gave  t('  him. 

It  has  been  said,  as  fa:*  as  the  handkerchief  story  goes, 
that  kkss  Gamble  declared  it  lacked  one  important  ele- 
ment, whxh  v.'as  truth.  As  for  his  convivial  spirit,  the 
Falstaff  night,  at  least,  points  a moral  and  adorns  a tale 
About  this  time  in  ?Jr.  uhrt's  life,  the  promotion  to  the 
Chancellorship  came  in  most  ojvportunely  to  sustain  the 
pretensions  of  the  lover.  But  after  his  marriage,  and  the 
expenses  of  a household  came  upon  him,  we  find  this 
extract  from  a letter  writien  to  a friend: 

'‘This  honor  of  being  a Chancellor  is  an  empty  thing, 
stoma chally  speaking;  that  is.  a man  may  be  full  of  honor, 
and  his  stomach  may  be  empty;  or,  in  other  words,  honor 
will  not  go  to  market  and  buy  a peck  of  potatoes.  This 
is  the  onl}^  rub  that  clogs  the  wheels  of  my  bliss.  But  it 
is  in  my  power  to  remove  even  this  rub,  and  in  the  event 
of  my  death  to  leave  my  wife  and  my  children  independ- 
ent of  the  frowns  or  smiles  of  the  world.” 

He  resigned  the  Chancellorship,  and  the  success  he 
made  in  life  is  known  to  the  world.  He  was  a man  greatly 
beloved  for  his  social  virtues;  but  each  year  the  illustrious 
are  passing  away  with  the  fading  memories  of  contem- 
porary friends. 

When  Gen.  Jackson  was  made  President  Mr.  Wirt 
rented  his  mansion  to  Gov.  Branch,  of  North  Carolina, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  during  his  first  term;  afterward  to 
the  Hon.  Lewis  }>IcLane,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  iMr. 
i\IcLane  had  served  as  Senator  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware. He  was  also  hlinister  to  England,  and  afterwards 
became  a resident  of  Baltimore,  where  he  was  for  man}" 
years  President  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad 
Companv. 

■ i\Ir.  Wirt  sold  this  property  to  the  Branch  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  then  in  the  building  now  in  use 
by  Riggs  (X  Co.  The  bank  sold  the  property  to 
Andrews,  of  tVie  Army,  after  which  it  was  purchased  by 
the  late  Dr.  Thomas  - Lawson,  Surgeon-General  of  the 
Army. 

Dr.  Lawson  was  a bachelor;  he  lived  here  for  a time. 
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but  afterward  rented  the  house  to  the  French  Minister, 
Count  de  Sartiges,  w'ho  became  noted  for  the  hospitaliti 
dispensed  dunng  his  long  residence  in  Washington. 

The  next  person  to  occupy  this  house  was  the  Hon. 
Aaron  Brown,  Postmaster-General  under  President  Buch- 
anan. His  residence  here  was  very  brief;  he  had  held  the 
office  but  little  more  than  a }^ear  when  he  d ed.  While 
he  resided  here  his  wife  and  stepdaughters,  the  Misses 
Saunders,  gave  ver}"  elegant  entertainments. 

The  mansion  vras  next  used  as  a fashionable  boarding- 
school,  instituted  hy  i\Irs.  Smith.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
exercises,  she  established  a riding-school  on  the  grounds, 
where  young  ladies  were  instructed  in  horsemanship. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  when  on  a visit  to  this  country 
was  entertained  here  at  lunch  by  jVIrs.  Smith. 

When  Dr.  Lawson  died,  this,  with  other  valuable  prop- 
erty, was  willed  to  his  children;  their  mother  was  his 
colored  housekeeper.  The  property  was  sold  by  them, 
for  an  asylum  for  the  orphans  of  the  Arnty  and  Na\y. 
It  has  since  been  used  as  an  office  by  the  Signal  Corps. 

This  house,  to-day,  stands  a silent  witness  of  the  ''have 
beens,”  filled  with  mournful  echoes  of  the  past. 

V-  w'..  «•.  K?- 

***  n' 

A few'  squares  to  the  west  of  this  are  two  double  three- 
story  brick  houses,  one  at  the  corner  of  26th  and  K streets; 
the  other,  and  older,  near  what  is  known  as  the  lower  K 
street  bridge.  The}^  are  large  and  commodious  buildings 
that  at  once  strike  the  looker-on  as  houses  whose  histories 
reach  back  into  the  shadowy  past. 

The}^  wQve  built  about  the  year  1728,  by  Col.  John 
Peters,  of  Georgetown,  wdiose  son,  Thomas  Peters,  mar- 
ried Martha  Custis,  a sister  of  Washington  Parke  Custis 
of  Arlington.  His  mother  -was  the  beautiful  Eleanor 
Calvert,  of  Mount  Air^",  Prince  George's  Co.,  Md.,  the 
daughter  of  Benedict  Calvert  and  granddaughter  of  the 
sixth  Lord  Balthnore,  w'ho  had  married  John  Custis,  the 
son  of  Lady  Washington  by  her  first  marriage.  Martha 
Washington,  as  is  well  known,  on  the  death  of  her  son, 
J hn  Custis,  took  these  children  and  brought  them  up  as 
her  owTX 
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Mr.  Hines,  an  old  resident,  in  his  recollections  of  Wash- 
ington City,  relates  an  incident  appropriate  to  these 
houses: 

"Gen.  Washington  had  ridden  up  from  Alexandria, 
and  crossed  the  feriy  to  Georgetown,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived the  students  of  Georgetown  College  and  citi- 
zens, armed  and  organized  for  the  occasion,  who  saluted 
him  wdth  a volley  of  cheers.  Gen.  Washington  was 
greath"  pleased,  and  so  expressed  himself,  at  the  sol- 
dierly appearance  of  the  boys,  who  wore  red  waist-belts. 
They  then  fomied  a procession  and  escorted  the  General 
over  the  bridge  to  Peters's  hotise,  and  fomied  in  hne 
opposite  the  spot  vchere,  for  many  years,  stood  the  old 
dilapidated  brewer}^’' 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


HISTORIC  HOMES  OF  LAFAYETTE  SQUARE— THE 
ERECTION  AND  OCCUPATION  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE 
MANSION. 

THE  WHITE  HOUSE — JOHN  ADA:MS,  PRESIDENT — ARCinTECT  OF 
THE  CAPITOL — THE  XEW’  CAPITOL — ONE  W'lXG  OF  THE  CAPI- 
TOL ERECTED — PENNSYLVANIA  AVENUE  ON  PAPER — ONLY 
TWO  COMFORTABLE  HABITATIONS — MEAGER  ACCOMMODA- 
TIONS FOR  CONGRESS — THE  PRESIDENT’S  HOUSE — WASHING- 
TON AT  THE  LAYING  OF  THE  CORNER-STONE— MRS.  AD.AMS 
FOUND  EVERTYHING  IN  CONFUSION — LETTER  TO  HER  SISTER. 
THE  HOUSE  UFON  A GRAND  SCALE— WOODS  EVERYV.'HERE 
AND  NO  WOOD  TO  BURN — IN  A NEW  COUNTRY — YOVTi  MILFH 
TO  RETURN  CALLS — DRIES  CLOTHES  IN  THE  EAST  ROOM — THE 
FIRST  LEVEE— ABIGAIL  ADAMS  AS  WIFE  AND  MOTHER— PIER 
LETTER  TO  HER  HUSBAND. 

In  1800,  on  November  17,  24  years  after  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  the  Sixth  Congress  took  up  its 
abode  in  the  Capital  City.  John  Adams  was  President, 
Thomas  Jefferson  Vice-President,  Oliver  Wolcott  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  Samuel  Dexter  Secretary  of  War, 
and  Benjamin  Stoddard  Secretaiy  of  the  Na\y. 

The  Government  officials  numbered  54  persons,  in- 
cluding the  President,  Secretaries,  and  various  clerks. 

Congress  had  appropriated  money  and  the  friends  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  had  borrowed  funds  to  push  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible  the  Capitol  building,  i'.lr. 
Hallet  was  the  first  archiiect  of  the  Capitol,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Hadfield  and  ]\Ir.  Iloban;  but  a few  years 
after,  the  magic  touch  of  the  peerless  Latrobe  made  it  a 
habitable  and  imposing  building. 

Philadelphia  was  a far  more  attractive  city  in  all  re- 
spects, and  the  members  of  Congress  who  attended  the 
first  session  held  in  Wa.shington  were  unhappy  over  the 
discomforts  that  beset  them.  Thev  wrote  most  dismaliy 
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of  the  condition  of  everything.  Their  letters  give  graphic 
descriptions  of  the  new  Capital,  and,  in  fact,  give  the  only 
picture  we  have  of  the  ciU^  at  that  time. 

The  following  letter  by  John  Cotton  Smith,  member  of 
Congress  from  Connecticut,  portrays  vividly  the  cheer- 
less state  of  affairs  at  that  time: 

“Our  approach  to  the  city  was  accompanied  with  sensa- 
tions not  easily  described.  One  wing  of  the  Capitol  only 
had  been  erected,  which,  with  the  President's  House,  a 
mile  distant  from  it,  both  constructed  of  white  sandstone, 
were  shining  objects  in  dismal  contrast  with  the  scene 
around  them. 

“Instead  of  recognizing  the  avenues  and  streets  por- 
trayed on  the  plan  of  the  city,  not  one  was  visible,  unless 
we  except  a road,  with  two  buildings  on  each  side  of  it, 
called  New  Jersey  Avenue. 

“Pennsylvania  Avenue,  leading,  as  laid  dovm  on 
paper,  from  the  Capitol  to  the  Presidential  Mansion,  was, 
nearly  the  whole  distance,  a deep  morass  covered  with 
alder  bushes,  which  were  cut  through  the  width  of  the 
intended  avenue  during  the  ensuing  Winter.  Between 
the  President's  House  and  Georgetown  a block  of  houses 
had  been  erected,  which  then  bore,  and  may  still  bear,  the 
name  of  the  “Six  Buildings.”  There  were,  also,  other 
blocks,  consisting  of  two  or  three  dwelling-houses,  in 
different  directions,  and,  now  and  then,  an  isolated  wooden 
habitation,  the  intervening  spaces,  and  indeed  the  surface 
of  the  city  generalh^  being  covered  with  scrub-oak  bushes 
on  the  higher  grounds,  and  on  the  marshy  soil  either 
with  trees  or  some  sort  of  shrubber\\  Nor  was  the  deso- 
late aspect  of  the  place  a little  augmented  by  a number 
of  unfinished  edifices  at  Greenleaf’s  Point,  on  an  emi- 
nence a short  distance  from  it,  commenced  b\"  an  individ- 
ual whose  name  they  bore,  but  the  state  of  whose  funds 
cbmpelled  him  to  abandon  them,  not  onl3’  unfinished,  cut 
in  a ruined  condition. 

“There  appeared  to  be  but  two  realh"  comfortable  habi- 
tations within  the  bounds  of  the  ciyv,  one  of  which  be- 
longed to  Dudley  Carroll,  Esq.,  and  the  other  to  Notky 
Young. 
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'"The  roads  in  every  direction  were  mudd}^'  and  unim- 
proved. A sidewalk  was  atiem])ted  in  one  instance  a 
covering  formed  of  the  chips  of  the  stones  which  had  been 
hewn  for  the  Capitol.  It  extended  but  a little  way  and 
was  of  little  value;  for  in  dry  weather  the  sharp  pavement 
cm  out  shoes,  and  in  wet  weather  covered  them  with 
white  mortar.  In  short;  it  was  a new  settlement.'' 

I 

CHRISTENING  OF  WASHINGTON. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  with  the  Houses  of  Congress 
in  joint  session,  Th  mas  Jefferson  presiding,  President 
Adams  made  the  annual  address,  fr  m which  period  it 
was  considered  that  the  National  Capital  was  christ  ned, 
and  that  for  all  time  it  would  remain  in  the  Cit}"  of  Yfash- 
ington. 

The  accommodations  of  the  District  at  that  time  were 
so  meager  that  it  was  with  great  diflicult^’  that  members 
of  Congress  obtained  an\"  of  the  conveniences  that  they 
had  enjoyed  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

The  friends  of  the  District  expected  speedy  growth  of 
the  city,  and  that  the  public  buildings  would  arise  like 
Aladdin's  palace;  but  the  sequel  has  shown  that  not  until 
the  regime  of  that  age  had  passed  away  did  bVashington 
become  the  pride  of  the  Nation. 

Among  the  houses  projected  by  the  builders  of  this 
great  Capital  was  the  President's  residence,  now  familiar- 
ly known  all  over  the  wor  d as  he  '‘White  House." 

AVash  ngton,  himself,  officiate''  at  the  Alasonic  layi'  g 
of  the  corner-stone,  but  never  1 v-  d n it;  yet  under  his  eye 
the  structure  rose  in  fonn  and  co  ..ciiness,  and  he  had  the 
satisfaction  ox  walking  through  it,  with  his  wfife,  a few 
weeks  before  his  death. 

It  is  a grand  edifice,  fashioned  after  the  palace  of  the 
Duke  of  Leinster,  in  Dublin,  by  the  famous  architect, 
Hoban.  It  is  most  delightfully  situated  on  the  20-acre 
reservation  known  as  the  President's  Grounds,  fronting 
on  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  and  running  back  to  the  Poto- 
mas  River  very  near  fine'  Davy  Burns  Cottage,  in  fact, 
it  is  a part  of  the  disputed  fields  and  possessions  of  that 
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tenacious  old  Scotchman.  The  grounds  are  now  beauti- 
full}’  cultivated.  The  house  is  built  in  the  Grecian  style 
of  architecture,  having  on  the  north  side  a grand  jx>rtico 
supported  by  Ionic  columns  and  a semi-circular  colon- 
nade on  the  south.  ' Spacious  corridors,  grand  salons, 
lofty  ceilings,  state  and  private  dining-rooms,  library 
and  living-rooms,  do  credit  to  the  ability  of  Hoban,  and 
should  be  the  admiration  of  every  American. 

When  President  and  i\Irs.  Adams  arrived  here,  in  i8oo, 
the^^  found  eveiy thing  connected  with  the  establishment 
in  a deplorable  condition,  which  she  has  described  so 
minuteUr  in  a letter  to  her  daughter,  that  it  is  given  here 
to  show  some  of  the  difficulties  that  surrounded  them. 

MRS.  ADAMS’S  LETTER.  . ’ 

“Washi^\GTOX,  Nov.  21,  i8oo 

":\IY  Dear  Child: 

‘'I  arrived  here  on  Sunday  last,  and  without  meeting 
with  any  accident  worth  mentioning,  except  losing  our- 
selves when  we  left  Balthnore,  and  going  eight  or  nine 
miles  on  the  Frederick  road,  by  which  means  we  were 
obliged  to  go  the  other  e’ght  through  woods,  where  we. 
, wandered  two  hours  without  finding  a guide,  or  a path; 

* fortunatehy  a straggling  black  came  up  with  us,  and  we 
engaged  him  as  a guide  to  extricate  us  from  our  difficulty. 
But  woods  are  all  you  see  from  Baltimore  until  you  reach 
the  city,  which  is  .only  so  in  name. 

‘'Here  and  there  is  a small  cot  without  a glass  window, 
•interspersed  among  the  forests,  through  which  3"ou  travel 
miles  without  seeing  any  human  being.  In  the  city  there 
are  buildings  enough  if  they  were  compact  and  finished, 
to  accommodate  Congress  and  those  attached  to  it;  but . 
as  they  are,  and  scattered  as  they  are,  I see  no  great  com- 
fort in  them.  The  river  which  runs  up  to  Alexandria  is 
in  full  view  from  my  window',  and  I see  the  vessels  as  they 
pass  and  repass.  The  house  is  upon  a grand  and  sujierb 
scale,  requiring  about  30  servants  to  attend  and  keep  the 
a])ariments  in  proper  order,  and  perform  • the  ordinary  ■ 
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business  of  the  home  and  stables;  an  establishment  very 
well  proportioned  to  the  Presidential  salary. 

"The  lighting  of  the  apartments,  from  the  kitchen  to 
the  parlors  and  chambers,  is  a tax  indeed;  and  the  fires 
we  arcv  obliged  to  keep  to  secure  us  from  daily  agues  is 
another  very  cheering  comfort. 

"To  assist  us  in  this  great  castle,  and  render  less  attend- 
ance necessary,  bells  are  wholly  wanting;  not  one  single 
one  being  hung  through  the  whole  house,  and  promises 
are  all  you  can  obtain.  This  is  so  great  an  inconvenience 
that  I do  not  know  what  to  do  or  how  to  do. 

"The  ladies  in  Georgetown,  and  in  the  city,  have,  many 
of  them,  visited  me.  Yesterday  I returned  15  visits;  but 
such  a place  as  Georgetown  appears!  why,  our  Milton  is 
beautiful — but  no  comparisons.  If  they  will^put  me  up 
some  bells  and  let  me  have  wood  enough  to  keep  fires,  I 
design  to  be  pleased.  I could  content  m^'self  anywhere 
for  three  months;  but  surrounded  by  forests,  would  you 
believe  that  wood  is  not  to  be  had,  because  people  cannot 
be  found  to  cut  and  cart  it?  Breisler  entered  into  a con- 
tract with  a man  to  supph"  him  with  wood.  A small  part 
— a few  cords  only — has  he  been  able  to  get.  A lost  of 
that  was  expended  to  dry  the  vralls  of  the  house  before 
we  came*  in,  and  yesterday  the  man  told  him  it  was  im- 
possible to  procure  it  cut  and  carted  for  him.  He  has 
recourse  to  coals,  but  we  cannot  get  grates  made  and  set. 
We  have,  indeed,  come  into  a new  country. 

"You  must  keep  this  all  to  yourself,  and  when  asked 
how  I like  it,  say  that  I write  you  that  the  situation  is 
beautiful,  which  is  true. 

"The  house  is  made  habitable,  but  there  is  not  a single 
apartment  finished;  and  all  inside,  except  the  plastering, 
has  been  done  since  Breisler  came.  Yfe  have  not  the 
least  fence,  yard,  or  other  convenience  without,  and  the 
great  unfinished  audience-room  I make  a drying-room 
of,  to  hang  up  the  clothes  in.  The  principal  stairs  are 
not  yet  up,  and  will  not  be  this  Winter.  Si.x  cliambers 
are  made  comfortable.  Two  are  occupied  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Mr.  Shaw,  two  lower  rooms,  one  for  a common 
parlor^  one  for  a levee-room.  Upstairs,  there  is  the  oval 
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room,  which  is  designed  for  the  drawing-room,  and  has 
the  crimson  furniture  in  it.  It  is  ver^^  handsome  now, 
but  when  completed  it  will  be  beautiful. 

“If  the  12  years  in  which  this  place  has  been  considered 
as  the  future  seat  of  Government  had  been  improved,  as 
they  would'  have  been  if  in  New  England,  very  many  of 
the  inconveniences  would  have  been  removed. 

“It  is  a beautiful  spot,  capable  of  every  improvement, 
and  the  more  I view  it,  the  more  I am  delighted  with  it. 

“Since  I.  sat  down  to  write,  I have  been  called  down  to  a 
servant  from  Alount  Vernon,  with  a billet  from  Maj. 
Custis,  and  a haunch  of  venison,  and  a kind  congratula- 
tory letter  from  Alr!^.  Lewis,  upon  my  arrival  in  the  city, 
with  Mrs.  Washington's  love,  inviting  me  to  IMount  Ver- 
non. When  health  permitting,  I will  go  before  leaving 
this  place. 

“Two  articles  we  are  much  distressed  for;  the  one  is 
bells,  but  the  more  important  is  wood;  yet  you  cannot  see 
wood  for  trees.  No  arrangement  has  been  made,  but  by 
promises  never  perforaied,  to  supply  the  newcomers  with 
fuel.  Of  promises  Breisler  has  received  his  full  share. 

“He  has  procured  several  cords  of  wood,  but  six  or  seven 
of  that  was  kindly  burnt  up  to  dry  the  walls  of  the  house, 
which  ought  to  have  been  done  b}'  the  Commissioners, 
but  which,  if  left  to  them,  would  have  remained  undone 
to  this  day.  Congress  poured  in;  but,  shiver!  shiver!  no 
wood-cutters  nor  carters  to  be  had  at  any  rate. 

“We  are  now  indebted  to  a Pliiladelphia  wagon  for  bring- 
ingms,  through  the  first  clerk  in  the  Treasurer's  office, 
one  cord  and  a half  of  wood,  which  is  all  we  have  for  this 
house,  where  12  fires  are  constantly  required,  and  we  are 
told  the  roads  will  soon  be  so  bad  that  it  cannot  be  drawn. 

“Breisler  procured  200  bushels  of  coal,  or  we  must  have 
suffered.  This  is  the  situation  of  almost  every  person. 
The  public  officers  have  sent  to  Philadelphia  for  wood- 
cutters and  wagons.  ■ The  vessel  which  had  my  clothes 
and  other  materials  has  not  arrived.  The  ladies  are 
impatient  for  a drawing-room.  I have  no  looking-glasses 
but  dwarfs  for  this  house;  not  a twentieth  part  lamps 
enough  to. light  it.  j\Iany  things  were  stolen,  many  were 
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broken  b^^  the  removal.  Amongst  the  nmnber  my  tea 
china  is  more  than  half  missing.  Georgetown  affords 
nothing.  AIv  rooms  are  very  pleasant  and  warm  whilst 
the  doors  of  the  halls  are  closed. 

"You  can  scarce  believe  that  here  in  this  wilderness  I 
should  find  myself  so  occupied  as  I do.  i\Iy  visitors, 
some  of  them,  come  three  and  four  miles;  the  return  of  one 
of  them  is  the  work  of  a day.  i\Iost  of  these  ladies  reside 
in  Georgetown,  or  in  scattered  parts  of  the  city,  at  two 
and  three  miles  distant.” 

Mrs.  Adams  had  an  opportunity  to  display  her  remark- 
able executive  ability  and  consummate  tact,  to  get  the 
mansion  in  condition  to  hold  the  first  levee,  Jan.  i,  i8oi. 

The  oval  room,  on  the  second  floor,  was  connected  with 
a drawing-room,  and  the  sparse  furniture  so  deftly  ar- 
ranged that  none  but  the  initiated  knew  of  the  planning 
and  anxious  hours  spent  over  the  affair. 

Washington  having  been  driven  to  the  establishment 
of  levees  while  President,  when  the  seat  of  Government 
was  in  New  York  City,  they  were  continued  in  Philadel- 
phia and  could  not  be  dispensed  with  in  the  new  Capital, 
notwithstanding  the  impracticability  of  such  ceremoni- 
ous affairs,  with  the  President’s  House  unfinished  and 
everything  in  chaos. 

Mrs.  Adams  was  the  daughter  of  a New  England 
minister,  and  as  the  wife  of  Mr.  Adams  when  he  was 
struggling  up  the  ladder  of  prosperity  and  fame  had 
been  thoroughly  disciplined  in  experiences;  hence  we 
find  her  successfully  conducting  the  levees,  presiding  at 
dinners,  and  on  all  occasions  of  ceremony  required  by  the 
imperative  rules  of  etiquet  then  in  vogue,  returning 
calls,  receiving  visitors,  and  at  the  same  time  fully  con- 
versant with  the  affairs  of  state  which  absorbed  her  con- 
scientious husband.  It  is  not  astonishing  that  such  a 
parentage  should  have  produced  a son  who  succeeded 
his  father  as  Chief  ^^lagistrate  of  the  Nation,  Her  talent 
and  refinement  were  innate.  She  never  attended  school, 
. nor  had  any  of  the  opportunities  that  the  }mung  j)cople 
of  modern  times  eniov. 

, Alary,  her  elder  sister,  married  Richard  Cranch,  an 
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Englishman,  who  had  settled  near  their  home,  and  who 
was  subsequent!}"  made  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  Massachusetts.  He  was  father  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam Cranch,  of  Washington,  who  presided  so  long  and 
with  such  dignity  over  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

There  is  a story  that  when  the  eldest  daughter  was 
married,  ]\Ir.  Smith  preached  a sermon  to  his  people  from 
the  text:  *'And  iMar}"  hath  chosen  that  good  part  wliich 
shall  not  be  taken  from  herd" 

ABIGAIL'S  MARRIAGE. 

Two  years  later,  his  second  daughter,  Abigail,  was 
about  to  marry  John  Adams,  then  a lawyer  in  good  prac- 
tice. Some  of  the  parishioners  manifested  disapproba- 
tion; for  the  profession  of  the  law,  for  a long  time  in  the 
Colonial  history  of  Massachusetts,  was  hardly  thought 
to  be  an  honest  calling;  besides,  the  family  of  Mr.  Adams 
was  not  thought  to  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  that  of  the 
minister.  His  father  was  a small  farmer  near  Bain- 
bridge,  hence  the  match  was  not  considered  good  enough 
for  the  minister’s  daughter.  It  was  said  that  Mr.  Smith 
once  asked  Abigail:  "'Who  is  this  young  Adams,  and 
what  does  he  expect  to  do?” 

She  replied:  ‘T  know"  w"ho  he  is.  I do  not  knoW  what 
he  is  going  to  do,  but  I do  know  who  it  is  that  is  going 
Vvith  him,  w'herever  he  goes.” 

It  is  quite  probable  that  the  objections  of  his  parishioners 
reached  Mr.  Smith's  ears,  for  it  is  said  that  soon  after  the 
marriage  took  place,  he  replied  to  them,  in  a sermon  from 
the  text,  Luke,  7:33:  Tor  John  came  neither  eating  bread, 
nor  drinking  wine;  and  ye  say,  he  hath  a devil.” 

But  nothing  daunted,  Abigail  Adams  went  on,  from  the 
day  of  her  marriage  to  the  day  of  her  death,  with  w’ell 
balanced  judgment  and  cheerfulness  of  soul,  brightening 
her  husband’s  pathw'ay. 

It  matters  not  wLere  we  find  her;  wdiether  at  her  own 
fireside,  with  her  family  around  her,  at  Quincy;  or  when 
called  upon  to  separate  from  husband  and  son.  to  let  them 
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cross  the  seas,  leaving  the  hearthstone  desolate;  or  sitting 
upon  Penn's  Hill  listening  to  the  roar  of  cannon;  or  in  her 
letters  to  Jefferson  and  other  statesmen;  or  standing 
before  George  the  Third  and  the  haughty  Queen  Char- 
lotte, as  representative  of  the  first  Republican  Court;  or 
presiding  in  the  President’s  House  as  First  Lady  of  this 
glorious  Republic,  Abigail  Adams  was  alwa3’s  the  tender 
mother,  the  inspiration  of  her  husband,  the  grand  example, 
the  regnant  woman. 

Her  letter  to  her  husband  on  learning  of  his  election  to  the 
■Presidenc}^  is  a model  of  deep  piety  and  wifely  devotion: 

"You  have  this  da}^  to  declare  ^•'ourself  head  of  a Nation. 
And  now,  0 Lord,  m}"  God,  thou  hast  made  th\’  servant 
ruler  over  the  people,  give  unto  him  an  understanding 
heart,  that  he  ma\"  know  how  to  go  out  and  come  in  before 
this  great  people;  that  he  may  discern  between  good  and 
bad!  Tor  who  is  able  to  judge  this,  tlw  so  great  a people,' 
were  the  words  of  a rov'al  sovereign,  and  not  less  appli- 
cable to  him  who  is  invested  with  the  Chief  ^lajestr^^  of  a 
Nation,  though  he  wears  not  a crown  and  the  robes  of 
ro\'alty.  Pvty  thought  and  meditations  are  with  you, 
though  personalh^  absent,  and  m\"  petitions  to  heaven  are 
that  the  things  that  make  for  \*ou  peace  ma\'  not  be  hid- 
den from  3"our  e\’es.  Z\ly  feelings  are  not  those  of  osten- 
tation upon  the  occasion.  They  are  solemnized  hy  a 
sense  of  the  obligations,  the  important  trusts  and  numer- 
ous duties  connected  with  it. 

"That  \’ou  ma}’  be  enabled  to  discharge  them  with  honor 
to  \"ourself,  with  justice  and  impartialit}^  to  3'our  country' 
and  with  satisfaction  to  this  great  people,  shall  be  the 
daity  pra}’er  of  Yours,  . "A.  A.” 

Both  Mr.  and  l\lrs.  Adams,  though  ver^''  quiet  in  their 
tastes,  conformed  to  the  customs  of  the  times,  both  in 
dress  and  in  style  of  entertainment.  The  President  ap- 
peared alwa3^s  at  state  dinners  and  levees  in  a richty  em- 
broidered coat,  silk  stockings,  huge  silver  buckles  on  his 
shoes,  cuid  powdered  wig. 

• Their  career  in  the  Executive  l\Iansion  was  characterized 
by  brilliant  entertainments  and  genuine  hospitahi^n 
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CHAPTER  V 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE  DURING  THE  JEFFERSON  AND 
MADISON  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

THE  WIFE  AND  DAUGHTER  OF  PRESIDENT  JEFFERSON— THEIR  LIFE 
IN  EUROPE— MRS.  ADAMS  AND  MARY  IN  LONDON — LETTER  OP 
tMRS.  ADAMS  TO  MRS.  CRANCH— HER  FONDNESS  FOR  MARY. 

{MARY’S  GRIEF  AT  PARTINC^ A BEAUTIFUL  GIRL — MR.  JEFFER- 

^■SON  LEAVES  EUROPE— MARIE’S  MARRIAGE  TO  MR.  RANDOLPH. 
MARY’S  TO  MR.  EPPES— EVERYTHING  CRUDE  IN  THE  WHITE 
HOUSE— JEFFERSONIAN  SIMPLICITY— A HORSEBACK  RIDE  TO 
THE  CAPITOL — JACK  EPPES’S  SIXTEEN  HUNDRED  DOLLAR 
FOUR-IN-HAND — SLUSH  KING  AND  MUD  MONARCH— KNEE 
BREECHES,  BUCKLED  SHOES,  RUFFLED  WRISTBANDS— PRIEST 
AND  DEMOCRAT — JEFFERSON’S  AVERSION  TO  POMP — FRENCH 
INFLUENCE — “LEVEES  DONE  AWAY”— “OVERLAND  TRAVEL.” 
THE  FIRST  CHILD  BORN  IN  THE  WHITE  HOUSE— MRS.  MADISON 
ASSISTS  MR.  JEFFERSON— JEFFERSON’S  CANON  OF  ETIQUET. 
•MR.  ADAMS  AND  MR.  JEFFERSON  ESTRANGED — HAMILTON 
AND  BURR— MRS.  ADAMS  WRITES  MR.  JEFFERSON— MR.  ADAMS 
AND  MR.  JEFFERSON  DIE  JULY  4,  1826 — THE  CAPITAL  A WTI^- 
DERNESS— PARTY  STRIFE  RAN  HIGH— OIL  ON  THE  TROUBLED 
SEA  OF  POLITICS — THE  “PIPING  TIMES  OP  PEACE”  ONLY  HOV- 
ERED OVER  THE  NATION — NAPOLEON’S  FRIENDSHIP''  A PRE 
TENSE— A STROKE  AT  AMERICA’S  COMMERCE— READY  TO 
SHATTER  HIS  OWN  HOUSEHOLD — PERSONAL  AMBITION— JOSE- 
PHINE BROKENHEARTED — NAPOLEON  AT  ELBA— LOLTS  Xvill. 

' ON  THE  THRONE — FREE  TRADE  AND ' SAILORS’  RIGHTS. 
MADISON  DECLARES  WAR— THE  BRITISH  ENTER  WASHINGTON, 
MRS.  MADISON  AT  HER  BEST— HER  GREAT  TRIUMPH— HER 
LETTER  TO  HER  SISTER— READY  TO  FLEE— SAVES  WASHLNG- 
TON’S  PORTR.AIT  AND  THE  STATE  PAPERS — SHE  LEAVES 
THE  HOUSE — ESCAPES  TO  VIRGINIA — THE  DINNER  PARTY  A 
CANARD — THE  WHITE  HOUSE  IN  ASHES — THE  “OCTAGON” 
THEIR  HOME— FRENCH  TREATY  SIGNED  THERE— GRAND 
LEVEE  IN  1816— RETIRES  FROM  PUBLIC  LIFE— SLEEPS  AT 
MONTPELIER. 

♦ Thomas  Jefferson,  the  third  President  of  the  United 
States,  entered  the  White  House  Alarch  4,  1801.  His 
wife  had  died  19  years  before,  leaving  two  daughters,  who 
grew  to  womanhood.  During  Mr.  Jefferson/s  stay  in 
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JEFFERSON  AND  ilADI'ON  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

Europe  these  daughters  were  with  him.  Marie  wc  't 
with  him  in  17S4,  and  resided  in  a convent  during  her 
father's  stay.  In  17S7  Mary,  who  was  but  eight  yea^-."^  of 
age,  reached  London  in  care  of  a maid.  ?drs.  Ad'^ius 
received  her,  and  thus  writes  of  her  to  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Crunch,  at  ho^^  e- 

"I  have  had  with  me  for  a fortnight  a little  daughter  of 
^Ir.  Jefferson's,  who  arrived  here  with  a 3^oung  negro 
girl,  servant,  from  Virginia.  Mr.  Jefferson  wrote  me 
some  months  ago  that  he  expected  them,  and  desired  me 
to  receive  them.  I did  so,  and  was  amply  rewarded  for 
my  trouble.  A finer  child  of  her  age  I never  saw;  so  ma- 
ture an  understanding,  so  vromanly  a behavior,  and  so 
much  sensibility  united,  are  rarely  to  be  met  with. 

"I  grew  so  fond  of  her  and  she  was  so  attached  to  n:e, 
that  when  Mr.  Jefferson  sent  for  her,  they  were  obliged  to 
. force  the  little  creature  away. 

“She  is  but  eight  years  old.  She  would  sit  sometimes 
and  describe  to  me  the  parting  with  her  aunt,  who  brorglit 
her  up,  the  obligations  she  was  under  to  her,  and  the  love 
she  had  for  her  little  cousins,  till  the  tears  would  run 
streams  down  her  cheeks;  and  how  I had  been  her  friend, 
and  she  loved  me;  her  people  would  break  her  heart  by 
making  her  go  again.  She  clung  around  me,  so  that  I 
could  not  help  shedding  tears  at  parting  with  her.  She 
was  the  favorite  of  every  one  in  the  house.  I regret  that 
such  fine  spirits  must  be  spent  in  the  walls  of  a convent. 
She  is  a beautiful  girl,  too." 

Mr.  Jefferson  left  Europe  with  his  daughter  in  1780. 
Marie  married  Thomias  i\laine  Randolph,  jr.,  and  i\Iary 
married  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia. 

When  i\Ir.  Jefferson  was  inaugurated  President  of  the 
United  States,  Marie  was  living  at  her  husband's  country 
'home  near  Monticello;  hiary  was  happily  situated  at 
Monticello. 

We  have  seen  how  crude  everything  was  connected 
with  tlie  White  House  during  Mr.  Adams's  Administra- 
tion; and  how  sorely  taxed  was  }drs.  Adams,  witli  licr 
superior  tact  and  economic  experience,  to  sustain  the 
official  grandeur  expected  in  the  President's  House.  It 
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could  hardly  be  expected  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  candi- 
date of  the  Anti-Federalists,  and  without  a wife,  could 
effect  much  change  in  the  domestic  or  social  administra- 
tion of  the  Executive  Mansion.  ' 

. Much  has  been  written  and  more  been  rung  upon  the 
ears  of  the  public  of  "Jeffersonian  simplicity."  We  read 
of  his  mounting  his  horse  and  riding  to  the  Capitol  to  take 
the  oath  and  deliver  his  Inaugural  address;  but  we  hear 
ver}^  little  of  Jack  Eppes  having. been  sent  to  Virginia  to 
purchase  a four-in-hand,  for  which  he  paid  $i,6oo,  not 
reaching  the  Capital  in  time  for  the  ceremony;  and  of  the 
dilemma  for  a time  to  know  how  Mr.  Jefferson  was  to  get 
to  the  Capital,  for  in  the  Spring  slush  was  king  and  mud 
monarch  on  Pennsylvania  avenue.  We  hear,  too,  of  his 
simplicity  in  dress,  appearing  in  "blue  coat,  brass  buttons, 
blue  pantaloons,  and  coarse  shoes  tied  with  leather*  shoe- 
strings," rather  than  the  knee-breeches  and  big  buckled 
low-cut  shoes  then  in  vogue;  but  we  have  pictures  of  him 
in  knee-breeches,  buckled  shoes,  ruffled  wristbands,  etc., 
and  if  "apparel  oft  proclaims  the  man,"  his  pictures  repre- 
sent one  of  quite  a different  type  from  the  one  first  de- 
scribed. 

The  public  has  also  been  informed  that  when  the  Fed- 
eralists fell  from  power  the  age  of  politeness  passed  away. 
Peter.  Parley  Goodrich  lamented  the  decline  of  the  good 
old  custom  of  3'Oungsters  giving  respectful  salutations* 
to  their  elders  in  passing.  "It  was  at  this  period,"  he  tells 
us,  "that  the  well-executed  bow  subsided  first  into  a vulgar 
nod,  half -ashamed  and  half-impudent,  and  then,  like  the 
pendulum  of  a clock,  totally  ceased.”  He  adds,  "When 
Jefferson  came  in,  rudeness  and  irreverence  were  deemed 
the  true  mode  for  Democrats,"  a statement  which  he  illus- 
trates by  one  of  his  anecdotes. 

, "How  are  you,  priest?”  said  a rough  fellow  to  a clergy- 
man. 

. "How  are  you.  Democrat?"  was  the  clergyman's  retort. 

"How  do  you  know  I am  a Democrat?”  asked  the  man, 

"How  do  3^ou  know  I am  a priest?"  asked  the. clergyman. 

"I  know  you  to  be  a priest  by  your  dress,"  answered  the 
man. 
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*"1  know  yon  to  be  a Democrat  by  your  address/'  replied 
the  parson. 

Parton  says  he  is  afraid  it  is  true,  and  he  fears  much  of 
the  superior  breeding  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  “old  school/' 
of  which  we  are  so.  frequently  reminded,  was  a thing  of 
bows  and  ceremonies  which  expressed  the  homage  claimed 
by  rank,^  instead  of  that  friendly  consideration  due  from 
man  to  man. 

Mr.  Jefferson  had  spent  so  much  time  with  i\lr.  and  i\Irs. 
Adams  during"their  inciimbenc\^  of  the  Executive  Man- 
sion, both  in  Philadelphia  and  after  their  occupancy  of 
the  White  House,  that  he  had  little  to  learn  in  the  line  of 
etiquet  or  domestic  administration  when  called  to  succeed 
]\Ir.  Adams  as  President.  ^ His  political  hobb^v"  of  equal! t\q 
however,  led  him  to  express  great  aversion  for  the  “Re- 
publican Court,"  and  the  pomp  attending  the  copy  of 
ro}-alty  in  matters  of  State  and  social  intercourse.  How 
much  credit  or  discredit  is  due  France  for  the  molding  of 
Jefferson’s  character,  will  always  remain  an  enigma. 
That.his  long  residence  there  was  historical/v  important, 
all  will  agree.  That  he  brought  back  with  liim  a policy 
■which  at  once  entered  into  the  formation  of  the  character 
of  this  new  Nation,  is  well  known.  How  much  this  in- 
fluence' has  affected  the  body  politic  of  this  Nation  will 
never  be  known;  or  what  the  difference  would  have  been 
if,  in  the  distribution  of  offices  in  1784,  Congress  had  sent 
Jefferson  to  London  instead  of  .Paris,  and  appointed  John 
Adams  to  Paris  instead  of  London. 

As  soon  as  ^Ir.  Jefferson  was  in  the  White  House,  he 
announced,  that  “Levees  are  done  away."  EvervTody 
was  welcome,  and  his  desire  was  that  ever}'  one  should 
* feel  at  home.  The  President's  House  was  the  seat  of 
hospitality.  ' * - 

Airs.  Randolph  and  Airs.  Eppes  alternated  in  the  honors 
of  presiding;  but  with  their  own  large  families,  and  the 
difficulties  attending  a journey  from  Alonticello  to  Wash- 
ington, in  those  days  of  “overland"  traveling  by  one's  own 
conveyance,  or  the  slow  coaches,  or  on  horseback,  made 
it  a matter  of  great  effort  for  them  to  be  in  constant  attend- 
ance. Airs.-  Randolph  was  unable  to  make  more  than 
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two  visits  during  her  father's  terms.  On  one  of  these  her 
son  was  born,  James  i\Iadison  Randolph  being  the  first 
child  born  in  the  White  House.  She  was  a lovely  woman 
with  rare  accomplishments. 

Fortunately  for  Mr.  Jefferson,  j\Ir.  Madison  was  his 
Secretary-  of  State,  and  i\Irs.  IMadison  and  her  sister,  Miss 
Pa3me  (afterwards  Mrs.  Cutts)  were  ever  read\’’  to  assist 
' Air.  Jefferson  in  matters  of  etiquet  and  entertainment. 

The  man\"  little  notes  addressed  to  Airs.  Aladison  by 
Air.  Jefferson,  show  how  much  he  depended  upon  her  'ho 
take  care  of  female  friends  expected,"  and  other  social 
matters. 

As  much  as  Air.  Jefferson  desired  to  ignore  the  question 
of  ceremon\q  he  was  obliged  to  pa^^  attention  to  official 
affairs  of  this  kind,  and  therefore  we  have  to-day  a canon 
of  etiquet  formulated  b\"  him. 

It  was  a ver}"  democratic  arrangement  of  matters  of 
State,  sociall^^  and  one  the  family  of  the  President  to-day 
could  hardl^^  fulhll.  One  feature  was  the  time  on  which 
calls  at  the  Executive  Alansion  should  be  returned. 

A‘Ian\^  additions  in  the  wa}^  of  furnishing  were  made  to 
the  AVhite  House  during  Jefferson's  Administrations; 
because,  while  professionally  ver\"  unpretentious,  Air. 
Jefferson  had  dallied  long  enough  at  the  French  Court  in 
the  profligate  age  of  Napoleon,  to  acquire  a taste  for  the 
elegancies  of  Parisian  socieW,  atid  he  therefore  gradually 
drifted  into  much  more  pretentious  surroundings  toward 
the  close  of  his  life  in  the  White  House  than  he  promised 
in  the  beginning. 

The  affairs  of  state  did  not  always  sit  lightly.  Partisan 
feeling  ran  high.  Air.  Adams  and  Air.  Jefferson  had  be- 
come estranged  person  all}^  and  politically;  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  men  foremost  in  the  country's  service  had 
the  country's  good  at  heart,  however  much  they  might 
differ  as  to  the  means  to  be  emplo3''ed  to  bring  it  about. 

The  code  duello  had  taken  awa}^  the  great  Hamilton. 
Aaron  Burr,  after  killing  this  matchless  statesman,  was 
tried  for  treason.  Death  entered  the  famil}’’  circle  and 
bore  awa\’  the  President's  daughter  Alary,  who,  though 
at  the  White  House  but  little^  v/as  much  to  her  father.  It 
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was  on  the  occasion  of  her  death  that  Mrs.  Adams  wrote 
him  the  touching  letter  herewith  appended: 

"Quincy,  May  20,  1804. 

"Had  you  been  no  other  than  the  private  inhabitant  of 
Monticello,  I should  ere  this  time  have  addressed  you  in 
that  sympathy  which  a recent' event  has  awakened  in  my 
bosom;  but  reasons  of  various  kinds  withheld  my  pen, 
until' the  powerful  feeling  of  my  heart  burst  through  the 
restraint,  and  called  upon  me  to  shed  the  te'ar  of  sorrow 
over  the  departed  remains  of  your  beloved  and  deserving 
daughter;  an  event  which  I sincerely  mourn. 

"The  attachment  which  I formed  for  her  when  you  com- 
mitted her  to  my  care  upon  her  arrival  in  a foreign  land, 
under  circumstances  peculiarh^  interesting,  has  remained 
with  me  to  this  day;  and  the  account  of  her  death,  which  I 
read  in  a late  paper,  recalled  to  m3’  recollection  the  tender 
scene  of  her  separation  from  me,  when,  with  the  strongest 
sensibilit}’,  she  clung  round  m\"  neck,  and  wet  m}^  bosom 
with  her  tears,  sa3’ing:  'Oh!  now  I have  learned  to  love 
3"ou,  wh\’  will  thc3^  take  me  awa}’  from  3’ou?' 

"It  has  been  some  time  since  I conceived  that  an\^  event 
in  this  life  could  call  forth  feelings  of  natural  S3’inpatlw. 
But  I know  how  closeh^  entwined  round  a parent's  heart 
are  those  cords  which  bind  the  parental  to  the  filial  bosom, 
and  when  snapped  asunder,  how  agonizing  the  pangs. 
I have  tasted  of  the  bitter  cup,  and  bow  with  reverence  and 
submission  before  the  great  Dispenser  of  it,  without  whose 
permission  and  overruling  providence  not  a sparrow  falls 
to  the  ground. 

"That  3’ou  ma\’  derive  comfort  and  consolation,  iu  this 
da\’  of  3’our  sorrow  and  affliction,  from  that  onK’  source 
calculated  to  heal  the  wounded  heart,  and  a firm  belief  in 
the  being,  perfection  and  attributes  of  God,  is  the  sincere 
wish  of  her  who  once  took  pleasure  in  subscribing  herself 
3’our  friend,  "ABIGAIL  AdaMS." 

Perhaps  this  letter  was  the  beginning  of  the  restoration 
of  the  pleasant  relations  between  ?dr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Jefferson,  which  never  ought  to  hnve  been  interrupted  b\" 
partisan  bitterness. 
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There  came  a time  in  later  years  when  a stronger  tie 
was  drawing  them  together.  They  were  getting  to  be 
among  the  last  of  the  surviving  signers  cf  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  Jefferson  feelingly  alludes  to  it  in  a 
letter  written  to  i\Ir.  Adams;  and  there  is  something  par- 
ticularly touching  in  the  fait  that,  after  years  of  devoted 
love  and  labor  for  their  country,  ruling  the  land  and  mold- 
ing the  Nation,  they  should  at  last  pass  be\'Ond,  into  the 
presence  of  the  Ruler  of  all  Nations,  on  the  same  day, 
almost  the  same  hour,  the  anniversaiy — Jtily  4,  1826 — of 
the  glorious  independence  of  their  beloved  country. 

-.l'  ❖ ilc 

]\Ir.  l\Iadison  was  Secretary  of  State  for  Mr.  Jefferson 
eight  3’ears. 

The  Capital  was  almost  a wilderness.  The  White 
House  was  separated  from  the  Capitol  by  a marsh,  and 
was  surrounded  by  the  debris  of  unfinished  buildings. 
Thick  woods,  with  openings  here  and  there,  where  a house 
could  be  seen,  fomied  the  setting  of  this  palatial  home. 
Venerable  oaks  spread  their  branches  over  the  house,  and 
were  a sort  of  relief  to  the  uninclosed,  barren  field  in  which 
the  Executive  iMansion  was  built. 

It  tvas  a place  in  which  i\Irs.  Madison  felt  quite  as  much 
at  ease  while  i\Ir.  Jefferson  was  President,  as  when  she 
became  its  presiding  genius.  She  entered  the  Presi- 
dential Mansion  at  a time  when  party  strife  was  at  its 
highest.  While  she  held  opinions  of  her  own,  grounded 
on  what  she  believed  to  be  the  right,  she  extended  the 
same  privilege  to  every  one,  and  all  were  alike  welcome  in 
the  home  of  the  President. 

From  out  of  her  great  and  generous  heart  she  poured 
the  oil  of  gladness  upon  the  troubled  sea  of  politics,  and 
contending  factions  were  harmonized.  Men  of  varied 
politics  rpet  at  her  table,  and  public  strife  and  bitterness 
were  for  a time  forgotten. 

But  the  '‘piping  time  of  peace”  only  hovered  over  the 
Nation;  the  clouds  of  the  W’ar  of  1812  were  gathering  in  the 
horizon  of  National  affairs.  Notwithstanding  Jefferson's 
and  Aladison's  sympathy  with  France,  one  of  the  strong 
party  measures  on  which  they  were  elected,  France,  or 


I 


JEFFERSON  AND  MADISON  ADMINISTRATIONS. 


61 


Napoleon,  did  not  hesitate  to  strike  at  America's  com- 
merce when  it  served  him  to  do  so.  Yet  we  could  hardly 
expect  such  a man  to  respect  National  friendship,  when 
he  was  found  ready  to  shatter  his  own  household  to  fudlier 
the  ends  of  personal  ambition.  The  same  3"ear  that  saw 
Doll}’  iMadison  the  Lady  of  the  White  Hoiuse  witnessed  the 
Empress  Josephine's  departure  from 'the  home  of  Na- 
poleon, and  a few  months  later  his  marriage  to  ^larie 
Louise.  The  eye  that  vratched  the  march  of  destiny  saw, 
from  the  hour  that  Josephine  turned  her  back  upon  the 
palace,  broken-hearted,  to  wend  her  way  to  Malmaison, 
Napoleon's  star  begin  to  wane,  and  before  Mr.  Madison's 
Administration  was  ended,  Napoleon  Bonap.arte  was  at 
St.  Helena,  and  Louis  XVIIL  on  the  throne. 

In  the  meantime  the  American  people,  smarting  under 
the  insults  of  Great  Britain,  had  adopted  the  war-cry  of 
•"Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,"  and  were  ready  to  fight. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  1812,  the  urbane,  peace-loving 
Madison,  as  President  of  the  United  States,  declared  war 
against  Great  Britain,  and,  as  is  well  known,  in  course  of 
time  the  British  entered  Washington.  It  was  through 
these  trying  hours  that  Mrs.  IMadison  was  seen  at  her 
best.  Her  heroism  during  the  battle  of  Bladensburg  and 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  into  the  city  is  one  of  her  great- 
est triumphs.  The  familiar  letter  to  her  sister  at  hlount 
Vernon,  written  during  the  hohrs  of  suspense,  tells  us 
what  heroism  was  necessary  to  carry  her  through  the 
ordeal: 

"Tuesday,  Aug.  23,  1814. 

"Dear  Sister: 

"My  husband  left  me  yesterday  to  join  Gen.  Winder. 
He  inquired  anxiously  whether  I had  the  coiirage  to  re- 
main in  the  President's  House  until  his  return  on  the 
morrow,  or  succeeding  day,  and  on  my  assuring  him  that 
I had  no  fear  but  for  him  and  the  success,  of  our  army,  he 
left  me,  beseeching  me  to  take  care  of  myself  and  of  the 
Cabinet  papers,  public  and  private. 

"I  have  since  received  two  dispatches  from  him,  written 
with  a pencil;  the  last  is  alarming,  because  he  desires  that 
I should  be  ready  at  a moment’s  warning  to  enter  my 
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carriage  and  leave  the  city;  that  the  enem^"  seem  stronger 
than  has  been  reported,  and  that  it  might  happen  that 
they  would  enter  the  city  with  intention  to  destroy  it. 

"I  am  accordingly  ^ead^^  I have  pressed  as  many 
Cabinet  papers  into  trunks  as  to  fill  one  carriage;  our 
private  property  must  be  sacrificed,  as  it  is  impossible  to 
procure  wagons  for  its  transportation.  I am  determined 
not  to  go  myself  until  I see  ^Ir.  i\Iadison  safe,  and  he  can 
accompany  me,  as  I hear  much  hostility  toward  him. 

"Dissatisfaction  stalks  around  us.  My.  friends  and 
acquaintances  are  all  gone,  even  Col.  C.  with  his  lOO  men 
who  are  stationed  at  guard  in  this  inclosure. 

• "French  John,  a faithful  domestic,  with  his  usual 
activit}^  and  resolution,  offers  to  spike  the  cannon  at  the 
gate,  and  la^^  a train  of  powder  which  would  blow  up  the 
British,  should  they  enter  the  house.  To  the  last  propo- 
sition 1 positively  object,  without  being  able,  however,  to 
make  him  understand  why  all  advantages  in  war  may 
not  be  taken.” 

"Wednesday  ]\Iorning,  12  o’clock. 

"Since  sunrise  I have  been  turning  my  spy-glass  in 
every  direction,  and  watching  with  unwearied  anxiety, 
hoping  to  discover  the  approach  of  my  dear  husband  and 
friends,  but  alas!  I can  descr\"  onl}"  groups  of  military 
wandering  in  all  directions,  as  if  there  was  a lack  of  arms 
or  spirit  to  fight  for  their  own  firesides.” 

"3  o’clock. 

"Will  you  believe  it,  my  dear  sister,  we  have  had  a 
battle,  or  skirmish,  near  Bladensburg,  and  I am  still  here 
within  sound  of  the  cannon?  i\lr.  Madison  comes  not. 
May  God  protect  him!  Two  messengers,  covered  with 
dust,  came  to  bid  me  fly,  but  I wait  for  him.  At  this  late 
hour  a wagon  has  been  procured.  I have  filled  it  with 
plate  and  most  valuable  portable  articles  belonging  to  the 
house.  Whether  it  will  reach  its  destination — the  Bank 
of  Maryland — or  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  British  soldiers 
events  must  determine.  Our  friend,  Mr.  Carroll,  has 
come  to  hasten  my  departure,  and  is  in  a very  bad  humor 
with  me  because  1 insist  on  waiting  until  the  large  picture 
of  Gen.  Washington  is  secured,  and  it  requires  to  be  un- 
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screwed  from  the  wall.  This  process  was  found  too 
tedious  for  these  precarious  moments.  I have  ordered  the 
frame  to  be  broken  and  the  canvas  taken  out;  it  is  done, 
atid  the  precious  portrait  placed  in  the  hands  of  two  gentle- 
men of  New  York  for  safe  keeping. 

“And  now,  dear  sister,  I must  leave  this  house,  or  the 
retreating  arni}^  will  make  me  a prisoner  in  it,  b}"  filling 
up  the  road  I am  directed  to  take. 

“When  I shall  again  write  3^ou,  or  where  I shall  be  to- 
morrow, I cannot  tell.” 

Their  escape  across  the  Potomac  into  Virginia,  the 
pillaging  and  burning  of  the  Capitol  and  the  White  House 
are  facts  familiar  to  all. 

The  story  that  I\Irs.  kladison  had  issued  cards  for  a 
' dinner  party,  not  expecting  the  enenw  v.'ould  reach  the 
city  that  night — that  preparations  for  the  dinner  were 
going  on,  and  that  the  British  soldiers  found,  when  they 
marched  into  the  White  House,  a bountiful  dinner  spread 
with  covers  for  30  guests,  is  only  equalled  by  the  one  that 
she  cut  the  canvas  of  Gen.  Washington's  portrait  out  with 
a carving-knife.  Her  own  letter  refutes  that;  and  as  to 
the  dinner,  an  old  and  trusty  servant  who  closed  the  house 
says,  “Such  was  the  excitement  that  day  that  no  cooking 
was  done,  scarcely  even  for  the  famil}^”  which  is  alto- 
gether the  most  probable. 

When  they  returned  to  the  Capital,  it  was  to  find  the 
White  House  in  ashes,  and  the  smoke  still  rising  from  the 
heaps  of  blackened  ruins. 

Many  offers  of  houses  were  made.  Mrs.  Madison 
arrived  first  and  went  to  her  sister,  i\lrs.  Cutts,  to  await  the 
return  of  the  President,  who,  after  looking  about,  rented 
the  house  on  the  corner  of  New  York  avenue  and  liight- 
eenth  street,  called  the  “Octagon,”  and  owned  by  Col. 
Tayloe,  where  the}^  lived  that  Winter,  and  where  the 
^treaCv  of  peace  was  signed. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  Feb.  14,  1815,  there  came 
thundering  down  Pennsylvania  avenue  a coach  and  four 
foaming  steeds,  in  winch  was  i\Ir.  Henr^^  Carroll,  the 
bearer  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  American  a'td 
British  Coimnissioners.  Tho  carriage  was  followed 
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cheers  and  congratulations  as  it  sped  on  toward  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  James  Monroe;  and  then  to  the 
President's,  where  the  treat}"  was  signed,  in  the  octagon 
room  upstairs. 

Air.  Aladison  afterward  rented  the  house  on  the  north- 
west corner  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  and  Nineteenth 
street,  where  they  resided  until  the  President's  House 
was  rebuilt. 

■ Air.  Gobright,  in  his  “Alen  and  Things  in  Washington," 
says:  "An  old  citizen  has  informed  me  that  the  'levee'  of 
Air.  Aladison,  in  Februar}",  l8i6,  was  remembered  for 
years  as  the  most  brilliant  ever  held  up  to  that  date  in  the 
Executive  Alansion.” 

At  this  congregated  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
present  in  their  gowns,  at  the  head,  of  whom  was  Chief- 
Justice  Alarshall.  The  Peace  Commissioners  to  Ghent, 
Gallatin,  Bayard,  Clay  and  Russell,  were  in  the  company. 
Air.  Adams  was  absent.  The  heroes  of  the  War  of  1812, 
Generals  with  their  Aids,  in  full  dress.  Federalists  and 
Republicans  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  citizens  and 
strangers,  were  thrown  together  as  friends,  to  be  thankful 
for  the  present  and  to  look  forward  with  delight  to  a great 
future.  The  most  notable  feature  was  the  magnificent 
display  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps. 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Air.  Bagat,  the  French 
Alinister,  made  the  remark,  so  familiar  to  all,  that  Airs. 
Aladison  "looked  ever}"  inch  a Queen." 

Air.  Aladison  was  about  66  years  of  age  when  he  retired 
from  public  life  to  Alontpelier,  to  return  to  Washington  no  • 
more. 

Airs.  Aladison,  however,  after  Air.  Aladison's  .death, 
came  to  Washington  and  lived  for  years  in  a house  on  the 
comer  of  H street  and  Lafayette  Square.  Both  sleep  the 
sleep  that  knows  no  waking  at  Alontpelier,  in  West  Vir- 
ginia; while  the  world  continues  to  think  of  him  as  an 
honest,  just  man,  and  of  her  as  without  a rival  in  the 
queenly  graces  and  kindness  of  heart  which  made  her 
pre-eminently  the  most  po|)ular  woman  who  has  ever 
presided  over  the  \Vhite  House. 
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CHAPTER  Vl 

■ * 

ADMINISTRATIONS  OF  JAMES  MONROE  AND  JOHN 
QUINCY  ADAMS. 

THE  HOUSE  REBUILT — MR.  MONROE  INAUGURATED  PRESI- 

DENT—AN  AGE  OF  HEROIC  DEVOTION— MR.  IMONROE  AS  SEN- 
ATOR— MINISTER  TO  FRANCE — SECRET.ARA’  OF  STATE— AMERI- 
CA A CHILD  AMONG  NATIONS — 3IR.  MONROE  PLEDGED  HIS 
OWN  CREDIT  FOR  HIS  COUNTRY — MARRIED  ELIZABETH 
KORTRIGHT— SHE  VISITS  :NEVDAME  LA  FAYETTE  IN  PRISON. 
THE  TWO  MOST  INFLUENTIAL  MEN  IN  THE  WORLD — POOR 
MARIE  ANTOINETTE— THE  WHITE  HOUSE  WHEN  AIRS.  MONROE 
•ENTERED  IT — THE  EAST  ROOJI  A PLAYROOM — A BRILLIANT 
LEVEE— HENRY  CLAY’S  COMPROAIISE  ‘ BILL — THE  MONROE 
DOCTRINE — SURROLDIDED  BY’  INTELLECTUAL  GIANTS — JOHN 
QLTNCY’  ADAMS  ELECTED  PRESIDENT— MARRIED  LOUISA 
CATHERINE  JOHNSON— MINISTER  TO  BERLIN,  RUSSIA,  AND 
THE  COURT  OF  ST.  JAMES — SECRETARY  OP  STATE  ENDER 
MONROE — SOCIAL  AFFAIRS  DEYIAND  A CABINET  MEETING. 
MRS.  ADAMS’S  BALI^A  RED-LETTER  DAY’  FOR  JACKSON. 
A Y’EAR  OF  CONTENTION  AND  STRIFE — THE  HOUSE  ELECTS 
THE  PRESIDENT — INAUGURATED  PRESi^DENT  MARCH  4,  1825. 
MRS.  AD.AMS  THE  PRESIDING  GENIUS  OF  THE  WHITE  HOUSE. 
LA  FAYETTE’S  FAREWELL  VISIT. 

Congress  ordered  the  White  House  to  be  rebuilt  in  1815, 
In  1818  it  was  read\^  once  more  for  occupancy.  It  was 
more  beautiful  than  ever.  From  1817  to  1825  was  un- 
doubtedl}^  the  period  of  the  best  society  in  Washing- 
ton. Mr.  Monroe  was  inaugurated  President  March  5, 
1817.  Thus  far  the  Presidents  had  been  men^  who 
had  passed  through  the  fiery  ordeal  of  a revolution  for 
principle;  men  who  had  pledged  their  lives,  their  for- 
tunes, and  their  sacred  honor  to  maintain  and  give  suc- 
cess to  the  cause  for  which  so  much  blood  and  treasure 
had  been  spent. 

Mr.  IMonroe  could  hardly  have  been  other  than  the  man 
he  was,  after  having  been  reared  in  such  an  age,  surround- 
ed by  such  men,  and  governed  by  such  circumstances. 
It  was  an  age  of  heroic  devotion,  of  manly  self-sticrifice. 
In  1776  Monroe  had  just  graduated  from  coJlege,  and  im- 
mediately joined  the  army  as  a cadet. 
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From  1790  to  1794  he  was  United  States  Senator.  He 
was  appointed  the  latter  part  of  the  year  r\Iinister  to  F ranee, 
and  afterwards  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  He  was  i\Iadi- 
son's  Secreiar\^  of  State  during  part  of  hia  Administra- 
tion. 

When  he  was  iVfinister  to  France  and  England  this 
country  was  but  a child  among  Xations,  and  when  the 
older  Xations  of  tlie  earth  were  shaken  to  the  foundations 
by  the  disturbing  causes  of  the  French  Revolution,  it  re- 
quired a man  of  peculiar  genius  to  sustain  America's 
rights,  dignity  and  honor  abroad. 

He  also  took  command  of  the  Ship  of  State  Just  before 
she  was  plunged  into  peril.  It  is  vcell  known  that  when  the 
Treasury  was  exhausted  and  the  National  credit  was 
so  low  that  it  was  impossible  to  raise  funds  for  the  de- 
fense of  New  Orleans,  klonroe,  with  patriotic  devotion, 
pledged  his  own  credit  to  raise  the  necessary  means. 

From  the  time  he  graduated  from  college  he  was  in 
public  life,  and  is  always  spoken  of  as  “one  of  the  purest 
public  servants’'  that  ever  lived.  He  was  polished  in 
manners,  punctilious  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  al- 
wa3’'S  dressed  with  care,  usuall}"  appearing  in  dark-blue 
coat,  buff  vest,  doeskin  breeches,  top-boots,  a military" 
cocked  hat  of  the  fashion  of  the  Revolution,  with  a bow  of 
black  ribbon  worn  as  a cockade,  and  he  is  now  sometimes 
callkl  “the  last  of  the  cocked  hats."  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Kortright,  of  New  York.  Fler  friends  thought  she 
made  a great  mistake  in  refusing  many  brilliant  offers 
for  a plain  member  of  Congress. 

It  is  the  era  in  which  men  and  women  live  that  often 
gives  them  opportuniries  to  stamp  their  influence  on  the 
public. 

i\Irs.  i\Ionroe  lived  at  a time  the  most  eventful  in  the 
histoiy  of  Nations,  and  whatever  of  good  rej)orts  we  find 
in  her  record  worth\^  of  emulation  ma.de  its  impress  not 
only  on  the  age  in  which  she  lived,  but  on  all  subsequent 
ages. 

The  lives  of  man^-  of  the  grand  women  whose  patience, 
fortitude,  and  courage  would  ha^'e  graced  maiyy  a Roman 
character,  liave  almost  passed  from  memory  with  the 


r 


• r riioi'7 


,'sr 


JAMES  IMONEOE  AND  JOHN  QUIXCA"  ADA^IS. 


67 


century  that  witnessed  their  heroism;  but  the  women 
of  the  19th  century  cannot  afford  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
history,  privations,  and  experiences  of  these  women, 
whose  lives  were  beautiful  in  their  simplicity  and  earnest- 
ness. 

The  pioneers  of  libert\’  were  sustained  by  their  wisdom. 
There  was  a moral  principle  in  the  field,  to  which  the 
women  of  the  country  had  trained  the  populace  to  do 
homage.  ^ 

During  i\Ir.  IMonroe's  ^linistery  to  Paris  !\Irs.  iMonroe 
made  her  visit  to  Madame  La  Fayette  in  prison.  The 
^larquis  de  La  Fayette  was  adored  by  the  Americans, 
and  the  indignities  heaped  upon  his  wife  could  not  be 
silenth"  accepted  by  either  our  ^linister  or  his  wife.  Air, 
i\Ionroe  decided  to  risk  displeasure  by  sending  his  wife  to 
see  Madame  La  Fayette. 

The  carriage  of  the  American  lUinister  appeared  at  the 
jail;  the  keeper  advanced  to  know  the  object  of  her  visit. 
Mrs.  i\Ionroe,  putting  on  the  dignity  of  which  she  was 
capable,  made  known  her  business.  Fler  request  was 
complied  with.  But  a few  minutes  elapsed  ere  the  jailer 
returned,  bringing  iUadame  La  Fa3^ette,  attended  by  a 
guard. 

The  Marchioness  sank  at  her  feet,  unable  to  manifest 
her  jo\^  from  weakness.  That  afternoon  she  was  to  have 
been  beheaded,  and  had  been  expecting  all  dav"  the  sum- 
mons to  prepare  for  execution.  Instead  of  a visit  from 
the  executioner,  we  can  judge  of  her  surprise  and  jov'  to  see 
a woman— a friend- — the  wife  of  the  American  Ambassa- 
dor. This  unexpected  visit  changed  the  plans  of  the 
officials,  and  to  the  surprise  of  all  she  was  liberated  the 
next  morning. 

It  is  well  known  that  she  sent  her  son,  George  Wash- 
ington, to  America,  to  the  care  of  Gen,  George  Wash- 
ington, procured  American  passports,  went  to  Vienna, 
and  had  an  interview  v/ith  the  Empress.  She  reached 
the  prison  of  her  husband,  and  signed  her  consent 
"to  share  his  captiviqv  in  all  its  details.'’  The 
two  most  influential  men  in  the  world  at  that 
time,  George  Wasliington  and  Naxioleon  Bonaparte^,  inter- 
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ested  themselves  in  the  prisoners'  behalf,  and  tliey  were 
relccLsed,  after  an  imprisonment  of  five  3^ears  for  liiin 
and  22  months  for  Aladame  La  Fa3''etle. 

NO  HELP  FOR  THE  QUEEN. 

But  poor  i'.Iarie  Antoinette  had  no  American  Am- 
bassador to  intercede  for  her  wliile  languishing  in  prison. 
Tire  and  afforded  to  the  American  Colonies,  of  which  she 
was  an  enthusiastic  advocate,  added  to  the  financial  em- 
barrassments in  which  France  found  itself,  caused  her 
to  v/rite,  April  9,  1787:  “Dearly  enough  do  we  pa}’  to-da}^ 
for  oar  rejoicing-and  enthusiasm  over  the  American  war.” 

Pai'is  veas  tlien  considered  the  center  of  all  enjdwment. 
Mrs.  Monroe  entertained  with  great  elegance,  and  her 
entertainments  given  after  she  entered  the  White  House 
were  marked  b}’  the  same  quiet  splendor.  ^Irs.  Monroe 
vras  an  elegant  and  accomplished  woman,  and  if  she 
copied  from  foreign  courts,  her  charming  dignity  of  man- 
ner and  warmth  of  heart  peculiarly  fitted  her  for  her 
exalted  station.  ’ 

The  AYhite  blouse  when  they  entered  it  was  meagerly 
furnished.  The  furniture  was  not  of  a kind  befitting  the 
house  of  the  President,  a.nd  the  debris  from  the  old  build- 
ing lay  in  heaps  over  the  grounds.  In  the  earty  part  of 
the  Administration  their  cliildren  occupied  the  East  Room 
as  a pla^moom.  The  countrv’  being  at  peace  once  more, 
the  Government  ordered  a silver  service  of  plate,  and  the 
siatety  furniture  which  adorned  the  East  Room  was  pur- 
chased in  Paris.  Ea.ch  piece  was  ornamented  with  the 
royal  crown  of  Louis  XVIIL;  this  was  removed,  and  the 
American  eagle  took  its  place  before  it  was  sent  from 
Paris. 

One  could  not  look  at  this  furniture  without  recalling 
the  long  roll  of  names  of  men  and  women  who  stand  out 
grandly  in  our  countiw^'s  histor\’,  and  whose  memories  are 
associate^!  with  this  stately  room;  its  chairs,  its  tables,  its 
ottomans,  c»^:cup3dng  the  same  places  as  when  the\’  were 
there  in  living  presence. 

__Th-e  Winter  of  1825,  it  is  said,  Vv’as  one  of  the  most  brilli- 
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ant  ever  known  in  Wasliingtoin  It  was  the  Winter  of  the 
exciting  election  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  when 
Adams,  Crawford,  and  Jackson  were  candidates  for 
President.  Marquis  de  La  Fa\-ette  was  here  as  the  guest 
of  Congress.  Congress  had  voted  hun  S200.000  for  his 
services  in  the  Revolutionary  AVar. 

A BRILLIANT  LEVEE. 

'On  New  Year’s  Day  a levee  was  given  of  unusual  bril- 
]ianc\\  Among  the  guests  were  Alarquis  de  La  Fa\^ette, 
Henr\’  Cla3q  Daniel  "Webster,  John  C.  Calhoun,  William 
H.  Crawford;  jMr.'  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina;  Harrison 
Grey  Otis,  of  Boston — the  Chesterfield  of  the  North; 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer;  i\Ir.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana, 
and  a host  of  others,  with  their  wives  and  daughters,  resi- 
dents of  Washington  during  that  memorable  Winter. 
It  is  said  that  no  subsequent  period  of  Washington  so- 
ciet}^  has  surpassed  its  galaxy  of  talent,  beaut}"  and  ao 
complisliments. 

Arnong  the  important  events  of  Mr.  iMonroe’s  Adminis- 
tration was  the  passage  of  Henry  Clay’s  "iMissouri  Com- 
promise Bill,”  by  which  slavery  was  jjermitted  in  Missouri, 
l3ut  forever  prohibited  elsewhere  north  of  tlie  parallel  of 
36^^  30';  and  President  i\Ionroe’s  memorable  message  of 
Dec.  2,  1823,  in  which  he  advocated  the  policy  of  neither 
entangling  ourselves  in  the  broils  of  Europe,  nor  suffer- 
ing powers  of  the  Old  Yforld  to  interfere  with  the  affairs  of 
the  New,  generally  known  as  the  'Wlonroe  Doctrine.” 

On  this  occasion  i\Ir.  iMonroe  declared  that  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  any  European  power  to  ''extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  would  be  regarded 
by  the  United  States  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety, 
and  would  accordingly  be  opposed.” 

Air.  Alonroe  was  surrounded  by  men  who,  De  Tocque- 
ville  said,  "would  have  been  intellectual  giants  in  any 
period  of  the  world,”  like  John  Alarsliall,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  United  States. 

In  person  John  Alatvshall  was  ungraceful,  tall,  emaci- 
ated, his  muscles  relaxed,  joints  so  loosely  connected  as 
not  only  to  disqualify  Ixua,  for  any  vigorous 
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exertion  oi  the  body,  but  to  destroy  everything  like  har- 
moii3^  in  his  movements.  In  spite  of  all  this  he  was  a 
great  social  favorite;  his  influence  is  known  to  have  been 
foremost  in  Congress,  with  the  Administration.  In  a 
word,  he  was  a statesman,  a jurist,  and  a Christian. 

Henr\"  Cla\’  was  the  Speaker  of  the  House.  His  talk 
towering  form,  his  sweeping  gestures,  his  magnetic  voice, 
were  powerful  and  convincing  be\’ond  description. 

John  C.  Calhoun,  at  one  time  ^lonroe's  Secretarj^  of 
War,  was  a man  of  splendid  ph\’sique.  He  was  tall,  well 
proportioned,  his  movements  graceful,  handsome  in  fonn 
and  feature,  and  frank  and  courteous  in  manner.  His 
large,  dark,  brilliant  e3"es  strongly  impressed  all  who 
encountered  them.  When  addressing  the  Senate  he  stood 
linn  and  erect,  accompan3"ing  his  deliver3^  with  angular 
gesticulations.  Upon  ever3^  subject  he  was  original  and 
anahdical,  depending  upon  his  argument  to  carr3"  his 
points.  Known  to  be  the  father  of  nullification,  3^et 
Daniel  Webster  could  sa3"  of  him:  ''I  have  not  in  public  or 
in  private  life  known  a more  assiduous  person  in  discharge 
of  his  dutv;  firm  in  his  purposes,  patriotic  and  honest,  as 
I am  sure  he  was,  in  the  principles  he  espoused  and  in  the 
measures  he  defended,  I do  not  believe  that,  aside  from  his 
large  rega.rd  for  that  species  of  distinction  that  conducted 
him  to  eminent  stations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Republic,  he 
had  a selfish  motive  or  a selfish  feeling." 

Thomas  H.  Benton  was  a Senator  at  this  time — the  first 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Missouri. 

All  the  Departments  of  Government  were  represented 
b3”  men  of  renowned  personal  character.  i\Ir.  Tompkins 
was  Vice-President,  John  Ouinc3^  Adams  Secretar3'  of 
State,  William  1 1.  Crawford  Secretar3^  of  the  Treasur3% 
John  C.  Calhoun  Secretaiy  of  War,  Smith  Thompson 
Secretar\’  of  the  Xav3%  John  AIcLane  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, William  Wirt  Attorne3Mienerai. 

JOHN  QUINX'Y  ADAMS'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

When  John  Ouinc3'  Adams  was  elected  President  oi  tlie 
United  Slates,  Congress  appropriated  $14,000  to  refurnish 
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the  White  House.  Tlie  East  Room  was  furnished  in  a 
magnificent  manner. 

Mr.  Adams  married  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  the 
daughter  of  Joshua  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  She  vras 
born,  educated,  and  married  in  London.  Her  advan- 
tages were  far  superior  to  those  enjoyed  by  most  women  of 
her  time.  After  John  Adams  was  President,  John  Quincy 
was  Minister  • to  Berlin  for  four  3"ears.  Mrs.  i\.dams 
proved  herself  fully  competent  to  act  her  part  in  the  social 
and  political  circles  in  which  circumstances  had  placed 
her. 

On  j\Ir.  Adams's  return  to  America  he  vras  elected 
United  States  Senator.  In  those  da3's  "Washington  was 
quite  the  opposite  of  the  W^ashington  of  to-da\v  Then 
ladies  thought  it  quite  a privation  to  leave  the  ga3'€ties  of 
larger  cities  to  be  kept  here  for  some  eight  months.  But 
IMrs.  Adams  found  it  ver}^  congenial  to  her,  as  many  of 
her  relatives  were  living  here. 

When  Mr.  Aladison  vcas  President,  IMrs.  Adams  sailed 
with  her  husband  to  Russia,  where  he  went  as  United 
States  Minister.  It  was  no  holiday  trip  a hundred  j^ears 
ago  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  \Vhen  the  country-  called  Mr. 
Adams  to  this  position,  Mrs.  Adams,  nothing  daunted,  left 
her  two  eldest  children  in  America,  and  taking  the  j’oung- 
est,  not  two  \^ears  old,  sailed  from  Boston  in  August  and 
arrived  in  St.  Petersburg  the  last  of  October. 

Their  six  3’ears'  sta\^  in  Europe  was  an  era  of  intense 
interest.  In  the  histor^^  of  the  world,  perhaps,  there  were 
never  such  wondrous  scenes  enacted,  hiapoleon  seemed 
to  have  the  destinies  of  tlie  Old  World  in  his  grasp.  The 
war  between  England  and  America  broke  out  in  the 
meantime,  and  communication  was  entirely  cut  off. 
British  ships  cruised  about  our  ports  to  capture  vessels, 
and  hostile  cannon  thundered  in  the  Capital  of  our 
country". 

Mr.  Adams's  biographer  sa\vs:  'Tie  lived  in  St.  Peters- 
poor,  vStudious  and  secluded,  on  the  narrow  basis  of 
the  parchment  of  his  commission,  respected  for  learning 
and  talent,  but  little  given  to  the  cosily  entcnaimiicnts  of 
an  opjulent  and  ostentatious  circle.  “ 
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. ]\Irs.  Adams  grew  weary  of  her  cheerless  abode  in  that 
far  northern  citv  of  architectural  splendor.  The  enter- 
tainment of  Russian  nobles  and  oriental  extravagance 
l^ad  no  attraction  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  while  their 
country  was  in  danger.  i\Ir.  Adams  met  the  American 
Embassadors  in  Ghent  leaving  Mrs.  Adams  to  follow  him 
to  Paris.  . 

Spring  came  at  last,  and  she  set  out  with  her  boy, 
following  in  the  wake  of  a furious  war,  through  a country’ 
where  passion  and  strife  were  rampant;  but  her  courage- 
ous spirit  carried  her  through,  reaching  Paris  in  time  to 
witness  the  enthusiastic  delight  which  greeted  the  return 
of  Napoleon  from  Elba,  and  the  flight  of  the  Bourbons. 

Mrs.  Adams,  soon  after  reaching  London,  in  Alay,  1815, 
found  her  husband  appointed  Minister  to  St.  James,  and 
after  a separation  of  six  3’ears  she  was  reunited  to  her 
children. 

In  1817,  when  i\Ir.  iMonroe  succeeded  Mr.  Madison  as 
President,  he  appointed  John  Quincy  Adams  Secretar}"  of 
State.  He  immediately  embarked  with  his  family  for  the 
United  States.  The}*  arrived  in  Washington  Sept.  20, 
1817.  For  eight  years  Mrs.  Adams  occupied  the  place 
kirs.  iMadison  had  so  charmingly  filled  for  the  same 
length  of  time.  - 

iSM  sectional  bitternesses  were  taken  into  Airs.  Adams's 
drawing-rooms,  but  the  ever-present  and  never-settled 
question  of  social  precedence  assumed  such  propor- 
tions at  the  time  Mr.  Adams  was  Secretar\^  of  State  that  it 
became  necessar3^  to  discuss  it  in  Cabinet  meetings. 
History  gives  us  man\^  instances  where  affairs  of  state 
have  become  graveh^  involved  in  these  seemingly  pett^^ 
affairs  of  socieBA  and  this  Republic  has  not  been  exempt 
from  these  entanglements,  as  the  following  extract  from 
Mr.  Adams's  diarv  will  show: 

''Jan.  5,  I Si  8. — At  the  office  I had  visits  from  f\lr.  Gail- 
lard,  the  President  yjro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  and  his  col- 
league, Judge  Smith,  and  had  conversation  vdth  them  on 
various  subjects.  Mr.  Gaillard  finally  asked  me. if  there 
had  been  any  new  system  of  etiquct  established  with  re- 
gard to  visiting,  to  which  1 replied:  'CertainW  none  to  1113" 
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knowledge/  I was,  mVvSelf,  determined  to  malce  no 
question  of  eliquet  with  any  one;  but  I have  been  negligent 
in  paying  visits,  for  absolute  want  of  time.  They  said 
there  had  been  a rule  adopted  by  Senators  as  long  ago  as 
when  Aaron  Burr  was  a member  of  that  bod\^,  and  drawn 
by  him,  that  the  Senators  should  visit  only  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  King  had  lately  referred 
them  to  a book  in  which  it  was  recorded.  I told  them  it 
was  the  first  information  I had  ever  received  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a rule. 

""I  have  been  five  3^ears  a member  of  the  Senate,  and  at 
the  commencement  of  ever\"  session  had  invariably  paid 
the  first  visit  to  all  the  heads  of  jhe  Departments,  except- 
ing }Jr.  Gallatin,  who,  never  having  returned  my  first 
visit,  I never  afterward  visited  him  excepting  upon  busi- 
ness at  his  office;  and  I understood  that  he  had  never  paid 
or  returned  any  visits  while  he  tvas  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurj^ 

- ‘T  had  always  supposed  the  universal  practice  to  be 
that  the  Senators  paid  the  first  visit  to  the  heads  of  the 
Departments,  though  since  I have  arrived  here  I have 
hea.rd  the  practice  was  different. 

'T  was  ready  to  conform  to  any  arrangements  that 
might  be  pro}>er,  but  I supposed  the  rule  that  Senators 
would  visit  onh^  the  President  did  not  extend  to  a requisi- 
tion that  the  heads  of  Departments  should  first  visit  them. 
We  parted  in  perfect  good  humor  on  the  subject.” 

On  the  22d  he  notes:  'D\Iy  wife  received  this  morning  a 
note  from  Mrs.  Monroe,  requesting  that  she  would  call 
upon  her  this  day  at  l or  2 o'clock,  and  she  went.  It  was 
to  inform  her  that  the  ladies  had  taken  offense  at  her  not 
paying  them  the  first  visit. 

"All  ladies  arriving  here  as  strangers,  it  seems,  expect 
to  be  visited  by  the  heads  of  Departmients,  and  even  by  tlie 
President's  wife.  Mrs.  Madison  subjected  herself  to  this 
torture,  tvhich  she  felt  very  severely,  but  from  which, 
having  begun  the  practice,  she  never  found  an  oppor- 
tunity of  receding. 

"Mrs.  iMonroe  neither  pa\os  nor  returns  visits.  i\Iy  wife 
returns  all  visits,  but  adopts  the  principle  of  not  visiting 
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first  any  strangers  who  arrive,  and  this  is  what  the  ladies 
have  taken  in  dudgeon. 

“~}ly  wife  informed  dirs.  dJonroe  that  she  should  adhere 
to  her  principle,  but  on  any  question  of  etiquet  she  did  not 
exact  of  an\^  lad\'  that  she  should  visit  her.” 

TPIE  CABINET  TAKES  THE  MATTER  UP. 

The  20th  of  December  a Cabinet  meeting  was  held  to 
discuss  the  important  question  of  etiquet  in  visiting. 
After  two  hours'  discussion  of  the  subject,  tliey  came  to 
no  other  conclusion  than  that  each  one  should  follow  his 
own  course.' 

dvir.  Adams  proposed  a rule  to  separate  entirely  the 
official  cha.racter  from  the  practice  of  personal  visiting,  to 
pay  no  visits  but  for  the  sake  of  friendship  or  acquaint- 
ance, and  then  without'  inquiring  vdiich  was  first  or 
Vvhich  last,  and  that  their  wives  should  practice  the  same. 

i\ir.  Adams,  finding  himself  lia.ble  to  be  misunderstood 
in  his  action  relative  to  this  singular  subject,  took  the 
trouble  the  day  following  the  Cabinet  meeting  to  write 
to  the  President  and' Vice-President  letters  vrhich  illus- 
trate the  social  history  of  Washington  at  this  period. 
The  following  is  the  letter  to  the  President: 

“Washington,  December  25,  1819. 
“To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

‘'Sir:— 

“The  meeting  held  3^sterda\q  having  terminated  with- 
out an\'  a.rrangenient  relative  to  tlie  subject  upon  which 
it  had,  according  to  jmur  desire,  been  convened,  and  it 
being  understood  that  it  left  the  members  of  \mur  ad- 
ministration free  to  pursue  that  course  of  conduct  dic- 
tated by  the  sense  of  propriety,  respect! vehq  to  avoid 
being  misunderstood  in  regard  to  that  which  I have 
hitherto  pursued,  and  to  m.anifest  my  wish  to  pursue  any 
other  which  yon  will  please  to  direct,  or  advise,  I liave 
thought  it  necessar}."  to  submit  the  following  observations 
to  3’our  candor  and  intelligence.  It  ha.s,  I understood 
from  3'ou,  been  indirectl}'  made  a comr)laint  to  :cou,  as  a 
neglect  of  dut^^  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  members  o£ 
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\'Our  administration,  or  at  least  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
that  he  omits  paying,  at  every  session  of  Congress,  a first 
\dsit  of  form  to  eveiy  member  of  the  Senate  of  tlie  United 
States;  and  that  his  wife  is  eqiialh"  negligent  of  her  sup- 
posed duty,  in  omitting  to  pa\'  similar  visits  to  the  ladies 
of  every  member  of  either  House  who  visit  the  city  during 
the  session.  . 

"The  fact  of  omission,  botli  as  regards  my  wife  and 
myself,  is  acknowledged;  and  as  you  had  the  kindness  to 
propose  having  any  explanation  of  the  motives  of  our  con- 
duct made  known  to  those  who,  to  our  very  great  regret, 
appear  to  be  dissatisfied  with  it,  the  following  statement  is 
' made  to  give  that  explanation. 

"I  must  premise  that  having  been  five  years  a member 
of  the  Senate,  and  having,  during  four  of  the  five  3"ears 
been  accompanied  by  my  wife,  I never  received  a visit 
^ from  an}’  one  of  the  heads  of  departments,  nor  did  my 
wife  ever  receive  a first  visit  from  aii}^  of  those  ladies, 

"We  invariably  paid  the  first  visit  and  at  that  time 
alwaj’S  understood  it  to  be  the  established  usage.  I do 
not  mean  to  say  that  eveiy  Senator  then  paid  the  first 
visit  to  the  heads  of  departments,  but  that  the  Senators 
neither  exacted  nor  expected  a visit  from  them.  Visit- 
ing in  form  was  considered  as  not  forming  a part  either  of 
social  or  official  duty.  I never  then  heard  a suggestion 
that  it  was  due  in  courtes}’  from  a head  of  department, 
to  pay  a visit  to  all  Senators;  or  from  his  wife  to  visit  the 
wife  of  an}’  member  of  Congress. 

"When  I came  here  two  }’cars  ago,  I supposed  the  iis^-ial 
rules  of  visiting  to  remain  as  I had  known  them  ten  }’ears 
before. 

"Entertaining  the  profoundest  respect  for  the  Senate  as 
a bod}q  and  a high  regard  for  eveiy  individual  member 
of  it,  I am  yet  not  aware  of  an}’  usage  which  required 
formal  visits  from  me,  as  a member  of  the  administration, 
to  them  as  Senators. 

"The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  indcjicndent  of  its 
importance  and  clignit}^  is,  of  all  the  associations  of  n;en 
upon  the  earth,  tliat  to  wliich  I am  bound  by  every  and 
the  most  sacred  and  inviolable  lies  of  personal  gratitude. 
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"In  a career  of  five  and  twenty  years,  and  through  five 
successive  adniinistredions,  scarce!}’  a year  has  passed 
but  has  been  marked  in  the  annals  of  my  life  by  mani- 
festations of  the  signal  confidence  of  that  body.  Uu- 
wortliy,  indeed,  should  I be  of  such  confidence  if  I had  a 
heart  insensibe  of  these  obligations;  base,  indeed,  should 
I feel  myself,  if,  inflated  by  the  dignity  of  the  stations  to 
which  their  continual  uninterrupted  and  frequently  re- 
peated kindnesses  have  contributed  to  raise  me,  I were 
capable  of  wdthholding  from  them,  collectively  or  in- 
dividually, one  particle  of  the  reverence  and  honor  due 
from  me  to  them.  But  I was  not  conscious  that  this  mode 
of  showing  my  respect  to  them  was  either  due  or  usual, 
and  when  the  first  intimation  tvas  given  me  that  there  was 
such  an  expectation  entertained  by  the  Senators  in  gen- 
eral, I c|uickly  learnt  from  other  quarters  that  if  complied 
with  it  would  give  great  offence  to  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  unless  also  extended  to  them. 

"To  pay  visits  of  ceremony  to  every  member  of  Congress 
every  session,  w’ould  not  only  be  a very  useless  waste  of 
time,  but  not  very  compatible  with  tlie  discharge  of  the 
real  and  important  duties  of  the  Department,  always 
peculiarly  oppressive  during  the  session  of  Congress. 
Neither  did  the  introduction  of  such  a system  of  mere 
formality  appear  to  me  altogether  congenial  to  the  Re- 
publican simplicity  of  our  institutions. 

"To  avoid  all  invidious  discriminations  I have  paid  no 
first  visits  to  any  member  of  tlie  Houses  of  Congress  as 
such,  but  I have  returned  the  visits  of  all  who  are  pleased 
to  visit  me;  considering  it  as  perfectly  optional  between 
every  member  of  either  House  whether  any  interchange 
of  visits  should  take  place  between  us  or  not. 

"The  rule  wdiich  I have  thought  best  to  adhere  to  for 
myself  has  been  pmrsued  by  my  wife  with  my  approba- 
tion. She  has  never  considered  it  incumbent  upon  hei 
to  visit  ladies  coming  to  this  place,  strangers  to  her.  She 
v/ould  draw  no  line  of  discrimination  of  strangers  whom 
she  should  and  strangers  whom  she  sliould  not  visit. 
To  visit  all,  with  the  constantly  increasing  res^wt  of 
strangers  here,  vrould  have  been  impossible.  To  liave 
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vislied  onh^  the  ladies  of  mei-abers  of  Congress,  would 
tiEve  been  a distinction  offensive  to  many  other  ladies  of 
equal  respectability.  It  would  have  applied  to  the 
married  daughters  of  the  President.  The  only  principle 
of  Mrs.  Adams  has  been  to  avoid  invidious  distinctions; 
and  the  only  way  of  avoiding  them  is  to  visit  no  lady  as  a 
stranger.  She  first  visits  her  acquaintances,  according 
to  the  rules  of  private  life;  and  receives,  or  returns,  visits 
of  ah  ladies,  strangers,  who  pay  visits  to  her.  We  are 
aware  that  this  practice  has  given  offence  to  some  mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  their  ladies,  and  we  very  sincerely 
regret  the  result.  We  think,  however,  that  the  pidnciple, 
propeidy  understood,  cannot  be  offensive. 

"To  visit  all  strangers,  or  none,  seems  to  be  tlie  only 
alternative,  to  do  justice  to  all. 

"Above  all  we  wish  it  understood  that  while  we  are 
happ3^  to  receive  any  respectable  stranger  who  pleases  to 
call  upon  us,  we  have  no  claim  or  pretension  to  claim  it 
of  any  one, 

"It  only  remains  for  me  to  add  that,  after  this  frank 
exposition  of  what  we  have  done,  and  of  our  onW  motive 
for  the  course  we  have  pursued,  I am  entireW  disposed  to 
conform  to  any  other  which  3’ou  may  have  the  goodness 
to  advise. 

"Witli  re.spect,  etc.” 

Tire  following  da\^  the  President  called  at  the  office  of 
tlie  Secretar\^  of  State,  returning  the  letter  l\ir.  Adams 
had  left  with  him.  He  said  the  observa.tion  it  contained 
had  undoubted^  great  vceight,  and  as  it  principal^  con- 
cerned the  members  of  the  Senate,  he  thought  it  would  Ije 
best  to  give  a similar  explanation  to  the  Vice-Pre.sidcnt, 
and  ask  him  to  communicate  it  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  who  had  taken  exception  to  tMr.  Adams  not  y^ay- 
ing  them  the  first  visit;  a.sking  as  a favor  that  Mr.  Adams 
would  omit  the  allusion  to  his  daughter,  Mrs,  Hay. 
Mr.  Adams  did  so,  but  adds  in  his  note,  "though  Airs. 
Hay,  herself,  has  been  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
raising  this  senseless  war  of  etiqiiet  visitLng.” 

A letter  was  sent  to  tiie  Vice-President,  cmbod^dng 
nearly  the  same  j.aiiguage  as  the  one  to  tlie  President. 
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The  Vice-President,  ^Ir.  Tompkins,  called  on  ]Mr.  Adams, 
and  lire  affaks  of  visiting  etiquet  came  up.  i\Ir.  Tomp- 
kins said  the  principle  iqron  which  they  rested  their  claim 
to  a first  visit  was  that  the  Senate  being,  by  their  con- 
currence to  appointments,  a comjionent  part  of  the  supreme 
executive,  therefore  Senators  ought  to  be  first  visited  b\’ 
heads  of  departments.  Afr.  Adams  said  he  though:  the 
conclusion  was  not  logical,  and  if  it  was  it  would  require 
that  Senators  at  home  should  visit  ever^^  member  of  the 
Legislature,  by  which  they  were  chosen;  a practice  which 
certainly  existed  nowhere.  If  that  line  of  argument  is 
used  it  would  place  the  State  Senator  above  the  United 
States  Senator,  and  the  constituency  above  the  State 
Senator. 

The  matter  was  not  settled  in  the  days  of  A.dams  and 
Monroe.  i\Ir.  Adams  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  the 
duties  pertaining  to  his  Oitice,  lea\dng  to  Airs.  Adams  the 
arduous  task  of  receiving  and  entertaining  the  hosts  of 
visitors  who  crowded  the  Capital — diplomats,  public  men, 
those  who  came  on  business  or  pleasure  were  always  made 
welcome,  and  probably  there  was  not  a home  in  Wash- 
ington where  societ}"  found  such  an  agreeable  resort  as  at 
Airs.  Adams's. 

MRS.  ADAMS'S  GREAT  BALL. 

The  ball  given  by  her  Jan.  8,  1824,  in  honor  of  Andrew 
Jackson  and  the  anniversary-  of  his  victory  at  New  Or- 
leans, was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  affairs  ever  given  at 
that  time  in  Washington.  It  is  one  of  the  events  that  will 
live  in  history;  it  was  heralded  in  newspapers  and  com- 
memorated in  song. 

Old  Washingtonians  do  not  forget  the  rhyme  in  which 
John  Ogg  celebrated  this  event  in  the  Washington  Re- 
publicayi,  Jan.  8,  1824,  beginning  thus: 

""Wend  you  with  the  world  to-night? 

Brown  and  fair  and  wise  and  witty. 

Eyes  that  float  in  seas  of  I’ght, 

Laughing  mouths  and  dimples  pretty, 

. Belles  and  matrons,  mams  and  madams — 

AVl  are  gone  to  Airs.  xAdanis." 
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Among  the  guests  were  Daniel  Webster,  Henr\’  Clay, 
and  John  C.  Calhoun,  and  if  the  pirture  extant  of  this 
grand  celebration  is  correct,  they  did  it  honor  by  appear- 
ing in  full-dress  costumes — blue  coats,  gilt  buttons, 
white  or  buff  waistcoats,  white  neckties,  high  chokers^ 
silk  stockings,  and  pumps. 

TKis  event  was  a happy  one,for  Jackson.  It  soon  after- 
ward followed  that  John  C.  Calhoun's  name  was  with- 
drawn from  the  Presidential  ticket  and  Andrew  Jackson’s 
placed  instead.  John  Quincy  .:Vdams,  his  host,  was 
running  in  opposition  to  him. 

The  House  in  which  f^Ir.  ibdams  lived,  and  where  this 
famous  ball  was  given,  was  on  F street,  opposite  the  Ebbitt 
House.  Until  within  a few  3"ears  it  had  remained  there 
unchanged.  Upon  its  site  bias  been  erected  a magnificent 
structure,  christened  the  Adams  Building,”  a fitting 
monument  to  this  great  name. 

Charles  Francis  Adams  writes  of  his  mother  that  dur- 
ing the  eight  3^ears  in  which  Mrs.  Adams  presided  in  the 
house  of  Secretary’  of  State  no  exclusions  were  made  in 
her  invitations  mereW  on  account  of  an\^  real  or  imagin- 
ary political  hostility;  nor, . though  keenh^  alive  to  the 
reputation  of  her  husband,  was  an\^  disposition  mani- 
fested to  do  more  than  amuse  or  enliven  societ}’’. 

In  this  the  success  was  permitted  to  be  complete,  as  all 
will  remember  who  were  then  in  the  habit  of  frequenting 
her  dwelling.  But,  in  proportion  as  the  great  contest  for 
the  Presidency  in  which  T\Ir.  Adams  was  involved  ap- 
proached, the  violence  of  partisan  warfare  began  to  mani- 
fest its  usual  bad  effects.  i\Irs.  Adams  decided  to  adopt 
habits  of  greater  seclusion. 

Most  human  affairs  have  their  good  and  their  bad  sides, 
and  politics  is  not  an  exception.  The  election  of  the 
heads  of  Government  determines  tlie  general  polic\'  of  the 
State  and  the  class  of  men  who  shall  be  appointed  to  the 
various  offices  under  the  control  of  the  Administration. 
Those  who  feel  a strong  interest  in  that  polic\^  which  their 
judgment  tells  them  is  for  the  welfare  of  the  counting 
those  who  desire  to  promote  special  measures,  and  thos^ 
who  arc  anxious  to  obtain  and  hold  office  are  those  who 
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are  always  found  ready  to  work  for  such  interests.  Thes^ 
divide  into  parties,  according  to  their  views,  and  exert 
themselves  to  the  utmost  to  bring  about  the  desired  resvlt. 

This  parly  influence  is  useful  and  beneficial,  if  propaly 
used,  in  causing  discussion,  examination,  and  thought, 
s Emulating  the  people  to  a careful  study  of  their  institu- 
tions and  tlie  principles  o^  Government  and  the  effects 
which  certain  measures  may  have  on  the  public  welfare. 

In  a free  Government,  where  the  people  wield  the  jpower, 
the  result  of  all  this  discussion  and  thought  is  to  imbue 
the  general  mind  with  ideas  of  high  statesmaiivship.  This 
is  the  better  side  of  politics.  The  dark  side  is  that  too 
often  it  awakens  an  undue  degree  of  passion  and  preju- 
dice. Men  berate  and  misrepresent  each  other.  The 
same  disposition  which  actuates  the  friends  of^a  candi- 
date also  actuates  his  enemies.  They  seek  to  destroy 
each  other's  influence,  while,  no  doubt,  all  are  in  earnest 
in  seeking  the  good  of  their  country.  Thej-  do  not  stop 
at  public  actions,  but  enter  the  sanctit}-  of  the  home. 
Because  of  this,  Mrs.  Andrew  Jackson  was  led  to  sa\^: 
"I  assure  you  that  I would  rather  be  a doorkeeper  in  the 
house  of  m\"  God  than  to  live  in  that  palace  inWashington.” 

For  this  there  is  no  remedy  but  in  the  intelligence  and 
good  sense  of  the  people  themselves.  AVhen  men  learn  to 
be  careful  and  just  in  judgments  of  men  and  measures 
politics  will  have  taken  a higher  plane.  The  year  pre- 
ceding Mr.  Adams's  election  was  one  of  contention  and 
strife,  and  unfortunately  neither  candidate  was  elected. 

NEW  YORK  POLITICS. 

At  this  time  Mr.  George  Ticknor,  of  Boston,  presented 
a foreign  gentleman  to  ex-President  John  .Adams.  They 
were  to  avoid  talking  upon  politic.s,  on  account  of  Mr. 
Adams’s  feebleness;  but  wlien  they  started  tc;  go  Mr. 
Adams  asked  .Mr.  Ticknor  about  the  Presidential  election 
in  the  House.  Ivir.  Ticknor  ver}”  adroitly  remarked: 
"It  is  undersiood  to  depend  uj)on  the  vote  of  ATw  York.” 
Ah'.  Adams  arose  and  exclahncd:  "Then,  God  helj)  us!  .As 
hoy  and  man,  1 have  known  Yew  York  for  70  years,  and 
her  politics  have  always  been  among  the  devil’s  incompre- 
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hensibilities.”  How  much  his  Satanic  majest}''  reveals 
of  New  York  politics  in  these  latter  clays  remains  one  of 
the  enigmas. 

On  Feb.  q,  1825,  the  formal  opening  of  the  electoral 
packets  took  place.  Neither  of  the  candidates  had  re- 
ceived a majority  of  electoral  votes. 

The, House  of  Representatives  then  proceeded  to  elect 
from  the  three  highest  candidates — Jackson,  Adams  and 
Crawford. 

The  roll  of  the  House  was  called  by  States.  The  vote  of 
each  State  was  deposHed  in  a box  and  placed  on  the  table. 
The  tellers  were  Daniel  Webster  and  John  Randolph,  who 
proceeded  to  open  the  boxes  and  count  the  ballots.  Mr. 
Webster  announced  the  election  of  i\Ir.  Adams. 

On  the  4th  of  i\Jarch,  1825,  he  was  inaugurated  Presi- 
dent, occupying  the  chair  his  father  had  occupied  28 
years  before.  Chief  Justice  ^Marshall  administered  the 
oath.  ^ 

ADAMS  AND  JACKSON  MEET. 

After  the  Inauguration  the  multitude  rushed  to  the 
White  House  to  congratulate  the  President.  In  the  even- 
ing the  usual  Inaugural  P)all  was  given.  ]\Ir.  iMonroe 
gave  a levee  after  the  electoral  count  in  honor  of  the  event, 
of  which  ^Ir.  Goodrich  writes:  ‘‘In  the  course  of  the  even- 
ing i\Ir.  Adams  and  Gen.  Jackson  unconsciously  ap- 
proached each  other.  Gen.  Jackson  had  a handsome 
lad\"  on  his  arm;  the  two  looked  at  each  other  for  a mo- 
ment, and  then  Gen.  Jackson  moved  forward,  stretched 
out  his  long  arm,  and  said:  ‘How  do  you  do,  Air.  Adams? 
I give  you  mv  left  hand,  for  my  right,  you  see,  is  devoted 
to  the  fair.  I hope  you  are  well,  sir.''  Air.  Adams,  with 
accustomed  dignity,  replied:  “Ver}"  w^ell,  sir.  I liope  Gen. 
Jackson  is  well."  Onh-  four  hours  had  elapsed  since  both 
were  struggling  for  the  highest  |dace  to  which  human 
ambition  can  as[)ire.  They  met  as  victor  and  vanquished, 
but  their  dej^ortment  tow'ard  each  other  was  a rebuke  to 
that  littleness  of  ])arty  which  can  see  no  merit  in  a rival, 
or  that  has  no  rejoicings  in  common  with  a victorious 
comt^etitor 
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jMjts.  Adains  was  the  presiding  genius  of  the  "Wliite 
House  in  1825,  and  Lafa}^ette,  by  3.1r.  and  Mrs.  Adams's 
invitation,  spent  the  last  week  of  his  stay  here  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive Mansion.  It  was  from  the  President’s  House, 
Sept.  7,  that  he  bade  the  land  of  his  adoption  a pathetic 
farewell. 

More  than  half  a century  had  passed  since  the  last 
sentence  of  his  farevrell  address  was  uttered.  No  true 
child  of  America  can  recall  it  and  the  scenes  that  followed 
without  feelings  of  the  deepest  emotion. 

As  tlie  last  words  were  spoken  lie  advanced  and  took 
President  Adams  in  his  arms,  while  tears  poured  down 
his  venerable  cheeks.  Advancing  a few  paces,  he  was 
overcome  hy  his  feelings,  and  again  returned,  and  falling 
on  tlie  neck  of  i\Ir.  Adams,  exclaimed  in  broken  accents: 
‘■’God  bless  you!"  There  was  many  a manly  cheek  wet 
with  tears  as  they  pressed  forward  to  take  for  the  last  time 
that  hand  dch  was  so  generously  extended  for  our  aid, 
and  which  teas  ever  ready  to  be  raised  in  our  defense. 

The  expression  which  beamed  in  the  face  of  this  exalted 
man  was  of  the  finest  and  most  touching  kind.  The  hero 
was  lest  in  the  father  and  friend,  and  dignity  melted  into 
subdued  affection,  and  the  friend  of  Washington  seemed 
to  linger  wdth  a mournful  delight  among  the  sons  of  his 
adopted  countr}^.  As  he  entered  the  barouche,  accom- 
panied b3^  the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury',  of  the 
Navy,  and  passed  out  of  the  Capital  he  had  helped  to  save, 
the  peals  of  artiller}^  the  music  of  military  bands,  the 
large  concourse  of  people  produced  feelings  of  indescrib- 
able emotion  in  the  heart  of  Lafac^ette.  This  was  his 
triumph  for  having  given  his  mone^",  his  services,  and 
almost  his  life  for  the  liberty  of  the  sons  of  men. 

i\Ir.  Adams  veas  undoubtedly  the  most  learned  man  who 
had  yet  occupied  the  Presidential  chair.  In  dress  and 
manner  he  was  a model  of  courtty  refinement.  Mrs. 
Adams's  elegant  and  intelligent  regime  was  felt  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Whatever  stately 
court  the  other  Presidents'  wives  had  drawn  around  thetn, 
there  had  never  been  aiw  superior  to  Mrs.  Adams's  in 
elegance,  taste,  purity,  refinement  and  worth. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

The  white  piouse  during  president  jackson’s 
'administration. 

JACKSON’S  INAUGURATION— JOHN  QUINCY  ADAAIS’S  POLISHED 
MANNERS — REFINKAIBNT  IN  THE  -UTTITE  HOUSE — ilL'CH  AP- 
PREEIENSION  BY  THE  WHITE  HOUSE  COTERIES— A AIILITARY 
HERO — AIRS.  DONALDSON,  HOSTESS — JACKSON’S  CABIN£Tr. 
*"TO  THE  AHCTORS  BELONG  THE  SPOILS” — THE  MRS.  EATON 
IMBROGLIO — ^JACKSON’S  OBSTINACY — AN  IGNOAIINIO US  DEATH. 
A PAGE  FOR  ‘MRS.  GRUNDY” — A SI’IRITED  ANSWER  TO  A 
FOREIGN  AIINISTER— JACIvSON  TIRED  OF  SOCIAL  CEREMONIES. 
A -SELECT  BALL. 

In  1824,  in  the  contest  for  the  Presidency  that  was 
finall}^  settled  by  the  election  of  John  Quincy  Adams 
the  House  of  Representatives,  Jackson  received  99  elec- 
toral votes.  The  clamor  against  his  “backwoods  man- 
ners,” uncivilized  character  and  military  spirit  caused  his 
defeat.  But  the  ascendenc}^  he  had  gained  in  the  hearts 
of  the  }jeople  by  his  military  acliievements  made  him 
invincible  in  the  Presidential  election  of  1S28,  and  he  was 
inaugurated  ^larch  4,  1829. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  with  his  polished  manners, 
classical  education,  and  long  experience  in  Eurc]>ean 
schools  when  a hoy,  and  at  foreign  coutrs  during  his 
father's  and  his  own  diplomatic  service,'  was  better  fitted 
for  this  high  position  than  any  President  who  had  pre- 
ceded him.  His  Administration  had  been  characterized 
by  great  refinement  in  the  AVhitc  House,  i\Irs.  Adams  pre- 
siding over  the  social  part  witli  grace  and  elegance. 
Hence  it  is  not  surprising  that  Jackson's  ascendency  was 
looked  upon  with  main^  forebodings  by  tlic  coterie  that 
surrounded  the  iVhite  House  and  the  denizens  of  the 
National  Capital. 

In  his  courage  and  executive  ability  in  th.e  administra- 
tion of  National  alTairs  they  had  all  conriclcuce.  They 
knew  that  in  Ills  eyes  “right  was  might’’;  that  tlie  laws 
would  be  executed;  that  the  rights  of  every  American 
citizen  would  be  respected  the  wendd  over,  and  that  evil- 
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doers  and  revolutionists  would  be  punished.  But  whether 
he  would  give  tliat  consideration  which  is  due  in  llic  ob- 
servance of  the  smaller  proprieties  of  socieh^  obligatory 
upon  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  Nation;  was  a question 
that  gave  them  much  apprehension. 

Mrs.  Jackson  having  died  just  before  the  Inauguration, 
her  wonderful  influence  over  his  turbulent  spirit  was 
gone — a spirit  that  never  knew  restraint  except  from  the 
loving  hand  of  her  whom  he  mourned. 

JVo  one  knew  better  or  felt  more  keenly  these  forebod- 
ings than  Jackson  himself.  Circumstances  had  given 
him  a reputation  unjust  to  his  tender  heart  and  refined 
nature.  But  he  was  of  and  from  the  people,  and  backed 
by  tliis  impregnable  support  he  entered  upon  his  duties. 

Like  AVashington,  he  was  a militar}’  hero,  and  the  en- 
thusiasm attending  his  Inaugura.tion  knew  no  bounds. 
Innumerable  visitors  flocked  to  the  Capital.  Every 
imaginar}"  means  of  transportation  was  taxed  to  its  ut- 
most. After  the  Inauguration  he  was  escorted  to  the 
White  House,  followed  by  the  populace,  who,  defying  all 
control,  rushed  into  the  house,  filling  every  inch  of  spaca 

The  elegant  banquet  spread  in  the  East  Room  in  his 
honor  v:as  soon  a scene  of  the  wildest  confusion. 

In  the  carnival  that  ensued  china  and  glass  were  broken, 
wine  was  spilled,  and  order  was  turned  into  chaos.  In 
their  mad  endeavor  to  see  the  new  President,  men  with 
miiddj^  boots  climbed  upon  the  furniture,  and  much  of  it 
was  soiled,  broken,  and  utterl}-  ruined. 

Jackson  knew  that  he  must  establish  something  more 
, in  keeping  with  the  dignity  of  his  position;  hence  he  at 
once  installed  the  accomplished  i\Irs.  Donaldson,  a niece 
of  i\Irs.  Jackson,  as  hostess  of  the  White  House.  He' 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State;  Samuel  D. 
Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  Secretary’'  of  the  Treasur\q 
John  H.  Eaton,  Secretary  of  AVar;  John  Branch,  of  North 
Carolina,  Secrctar}^  of  the  Navy;  and  William  F.  Barr\p 
of  Kenluck}',  Postmaster-General.  AVith  the  exception 
of  Mr.  AWn  Buren,  the  Cabinet  was  in  no  sense  a strong 
one. 

Socially,  Airs.  Donaldson  was  not  reinforced  more 
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strongly  by  the  ladies  of  the  Cabinet  than  the  President 
by  the  Cabinet  counselors. 

Calhoun,  as  Vice  President,  was  very  near  him,  but 
only  to  criticize  and  irritate,  and  in  nowise  to  aid  him  to  a 
successful  Administration. 

In  establishing  the  maxim  "to  the  victor  belong  the 
spoils”  Jackson  had  much  opposition  from  the  friends 
nearest  and  dearest  to  liim.  !^Iaj.  Lewis  was  of  that  num- 
ber, and  in  urging  his  opposition  he  wrote  the  following 
letter: 

"I  embrace  this  occasion  to  enter  my  solemn  protest 
against  it,  not  on  account  of  my  office,  but  because  I hold 
it  to  be  fraught  with  the  greatest  mischief  to  the  country. 
If  it  ever  should  be  carried  out,  in  extenso,  the  days  of  the 
Republic  vdll,  in  my  opinion,  have  been  numbered;  for 
whenever  the  impression  shall  have  become  general  that 
the  Government  is  only  valuable  on  account  of  its  offices, 
tiie  great  and  paramount  interests  of  the  country  will  be 
lost  sight  of,  and  the  Government  itself  will  be  ultimateh" 
destroyed.  This,  at  lea.st,  is  the  honest  conviction  of  m\- 
mind  with  regard  to  the  novel  doctrine  of  rotation  in 
office.” 

But  with  characteristic  determination  Jackson  carried 
out  his  policy  of  removal,  wherever  he  desired  to  serve  a 
friend  or  punish  an  enemy. 

Many  and  bitter  were  the  political  controversies  and 
battles  of  liis  Administration;  not  unfrequently  with  the 
political  giants  of  that  da\g  of  whom  there  was  a large 
percentage  in  the  Senate,  led  by  Calhoun,  Clawg  Webster, 
Benton  and  others,  until,  iinalhg  the  social  question  be- 
came so  entangled  in  the  political  controvers}^  that  the 
Cabinet  was  disrupted. 

kir.  Van  Buren  more  firmly  intrenched  himself  in  the 
regard  of  Air.  Ja.ckson  by  esjxnising  his  side  of  the 
controversy,  and  the  breach  between  Air.  Calhoun 
and  the  President  became  wider  through  Calhoun's 
opposition. 

Jackson  was  as  tenacious  of  his  friendships  as  he  was 
of  his  principles  and  bis  religion. 
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, . THE  MRS.  EATON  IMBROGLIO. 

The  \vife  of  his  Secretary"  of  War,  Mrs.  Eaton,  having 
been  rather  unfortunate  in  her  antecedents  and  early 
'associations,  tliere  rvas  the  greatest  opposition  to  her 
presence  and  position.  She  was  slighted  on  every  hand 
by  leading  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  Administration 
and  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps.  Friends  importuned  Presi- 
dent Jackson  to  remove  Mr.  Eaton  and  thereb\^  eliminate 
Mrs.  Eaton  from  the  Executive  circle ; but  he  wduld  listen 
to  none  of  them,  and,  it  is  claimed,  threatened  to  depose 
Mrs,  Donaldson  as  hostess  of  the  Executive  i\Iansion 
should  she  join  the  cla.moring  persecutors  of  this  really 
unfortimaie  tvoman.  He  knew  that  she  was  upright  and 
had  in  no  sense  forfeited  her  right  to  courteous  treatment, 
and  he  would  not  desert  her  or  add  to  her  trials  by  placing 
her  and  her  husband  at  the  mercy  of  her  tormentors  by 
removing  klr.  Eaton  from  the  Vvar  Department. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  a lifelong  friend  of  Jackson,  and  nothing 
would  induce  tlie  latter  to  wound  his  friend.  Mrs.  Eaton 
was  a person  of  fascinating  manners  and  rare  personal 
attractions,  bright  and  vivacious  in  conversation,  and  a 
great  favorite  with  the  President.  While  nothing  could 
be  alleged  a.gainst  her  personal  character,  she  coidd  not 
- be  forgiven  her  antecedents.  Her  career  ^vas  an  eventful 
one.  The  misfortunes  that  followed  her  from  the  day  of 
the  death  of  her  illustrious  benefactor  are  almost  incredible, 
and  were  they  written  without  embellishment,  would  be 
caked  a romance.  She  died  in  this  city  a few  3^ears  ago, 
alone,  in  great  poverty  and  desolation,  after  seeing  all  her 
glory  and  friends  depart. 

For  years  persons  who  attended  the  hletropolitan 
Church  here,  saw  each  Sunday  a little  old  lad}"  with  no 
trace  of  beauty  left  in  her  pinched  and  wrinkled  face,  clad 
in  shabby-genteel  garments,  slip  quietly  into  a seat  on 
the  side  aisle,  near  the  altar,  listen  attentively  to  tlie  ser- 
mon, and  as  quietly  withdraw  at  its  close.  Few  knew 
that  this  was  Mrs.  Eaton,  who  was  once  the  most  con- 
spicuous woman  in  President  Jackson's  ofilcial  circk 
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Airs.  Donaldson  was  a woman  of  remarkable  beauty; 
dark  auburn  hair,  brown  eyes,  fair  complexion,  lips  and 
brow  exquisitely  molded,  and  a slender,  symmetrical 
figure.  Her  picture  strongly  resembles  that  of  Alary, 
Queen  of  Scots.  Her  wardrobe  was  very  elegant.  The 
dress  she  wore  at  the  Inaugural  ball  is  still  preserved,  and 
even  in  this  day  of  extravagance  would  be  greatly  ad- 
mired. It  is  an  amber-colored  satin,  brocaded  with 
bouquets  of  rosebuds  and  violets,  and  richly  trimmed 
white  lace  and  pearls.  Though  Airs.  Grundy  was  given 
little  space  in  the  newspapers  of  that  day,  this  dress  was 
grapliicaliy  described.  It  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Donald- 
son by  the  President-elect,  who  loved  his  niece  as  his  own 
child,  always  calling  her  ‘'my  daughter,''  as  a term  of  en- 
, dearment.  Her  vivacity  and  quick  repartee  delighted  him. 

On  one  occasion  a foreign  minister,  desiring  to  compli- 
ment her,  said:  "Aladam,  you  dance  with  the  grace  of  a 
Parisian.  I can  hardly  realize  you  were  educated  in 
Tennessee." 

“Count,  you  forget  that  grace  is  a cosmopolite,  and,  like 
a flower,  is  found  oftener  in  the  woods  than  in  the  streets 
of  a city,"  was  the  spirited  rephx  At  dinners,  dancing 
parties,  receptions,  and  on  all  occasions — and  there  were 
man3^  in  those  daj^s  of  genuine  hospitality — Airs.  Donald- 
son presided  gracefully,  greeting  all  with  much  cordiality 
of  manner." 

At  the  close  of  Jackson's  first  term  no  complaints  were 
heard  of  boorishness,  or  inhospitable  'administration; 
hence  when  the  fates  decreed  a second  term  of  the  Jackson 
regime,  there  were  no  regrets  or  unkind  prophecies  of 
shortcomings  in  the  courtesies  of  the  White  House. 

Jackson,  however,  was  determined  to  relieve  himself  of 
much  of  the  irksome  detail  of  entertainments.  The  long- 
drawn-out  dining  of  officials,  including  the  members  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  was  trying  to  his  patience. 
The  promiscuous  levees  were  intolerable  to  him.  . After 
entering  upon  his  second  term,  he  invited  the  ladies  of  the 
Cabinet  to  a consultation  on  matters  of  etiquet,  where  he 
explained  that  he  wished  to  be  relieved  from  the  odious 
ordeal  of  aliairs  of  ceremony. 


r/  ;;.f''/i;l  of&jJ^snKri  |o  xtJSBBJW  'ft 

rxsll 

j i.i ; i I : m rrr/ a 'r  L/  . * ’ 

.■V-.’  ''Hif'  • 4:1  * ■'*■  ''■' 

oj  i'.'  ■ ;••  ’ •OC?'''v-  . ''J-VSfi  • • ••'.'■ 

•■h'-/'  , '’.v',<r:L;  '!jii  'C^■ .“'^S 

iv - ■■ 

, . ■>  '■:.  ':!  '- ■':  ■ ,bif^  “ . 


■ ■ ■'.  ' ^nn'i 

- • Jj::ni  \owloqOi 

■ y-t  V. , ,L-i  orU  hi'  n - ■ 

'"J  ■-■>',.¥  'bits' 

V * ■ ■ ' »■  ■?  ■■  -f  t' 

. -tHSf  t 


.'V(C  1*.)  ' !/»'• 

. i/'tq 'h0iS' - ■'  . ;l 

I tb  IS f r b & ■ 

■■'  7JiT  : •■•;  _ 


sa 


HISTORIC  HOMES  IN  WASHINGTON. 


It  was  resolved  ihat  the  President  should  give  a grand 
ball  in  the  Executive  Alansion,  the  night  before  Christmas, 
1835,  to  which  he  could  invite  persons  entitled  to  such 
consideration,  and  thereby"  avoid  the  j^roniiscuous  crowd 
of  a public  levee.  The  guests  assembled  at  9,  The  ball 
was  in  the  East  Room.  The  supper  was  served  in  the 
West  Room  at  ll  o’clock,  and  the  company  dispersed  by 
half-past  12;  but  those  who  were  not  included  in  the  list  of 
guests  were  much  dissatisfied,  and  the  following,  from  a 
contemporary  paper,  sliows  how  impossible  it  was  to 
adjust  social  affairs  then,  when  the  city  was  compara- 
tively in  its  infancy  and  the  population  small: 

\ . AN  UNINVITED'S  COMPLAINT. 

*A  little  set  of  exclusives  is  now  formed  under  the 
immediate  patronage  of  the  President,  who  has  set  him- 
self to  the  grand  object  of  separating  the  true  and  ac- 
knowledged fashion  and  rank  of  the  epmmunit}^,  from 
contact  with  those  who  are  not  exactly"  of  the  right  sort. 
The  social  institutions  of  Washington  have  too  long,  in 
his  estimation,  borne  a resemblance  to  the  political  in- 
stitutions of  the  country,  and  admitted  respectable  per- 
sons from  every  part  of  the  country",  without  a very  rigid 
scrutiny  into  their  pretensions  as  people  of  fashion. 

‘'The  S3'stem  is  now  to  be  changed.  The  scale  estab- 
lished by  the  President  is  peculiarl}"  arbitrary".  For 
instance,  clerks  with  $3,000  salary  are  invited,  those  of 
$2,000  are  excluded. 

"On  Frida\^  the  public  New  Year  levee  is  to  be  held,  and 
to  that  the  Irish  laborers,  etc.,  are  to  be  admitted  in  their 
shirt  sleeves,  as  heretofore.  Andrew  the  First  will  give 
an  exclusive  ball  and  supper  once  a fortnight,  hereafter, 
till  the  weatlier  is  too  hot  for  dancing." 

Again:  "The  President  has  determined  to  give  no  more 
exclusives.  The  last  one  was  a shocking  exhibition. 
The  members  of  Congress  brought  ladies,  and  numbers 
came  from  ever}"  part  of  the  city  and  vicinity  without 
invitation  and  pushed  their  way  in.  Sixteen  hundred 
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persons  were  coraputecrto  be  present,  and,  of  course,  the 
rooms  were  crowded  to  sulTocation.” 

The  President  handed  Airs.  Forsyth  to  the  supper- 
room,  but  the  mob  rushed  past  him  and  excluded  Iiiin 
from  the  table. 

“Well,”  said  he,  very  properly  olTended,  “this  is  tire  tirst 
time  that  I vras  ever  shut  out  from  my  own  table,  and  it 
shall  be  the  last.” 

It  is  acknowledged  that  tlie  social  brilliancy  of  Gtai. 
Jackson’s  Administration  equalled,  if  it  did  not  surpass, 
any  that  had  preceded  him.  There  was  as  polished  and 
refined  society  to  be  found  in  Washington  then  as  to-day, 
and  it  was  accessible  to  all  who  wivshed  to  enter  it.  Un- 
doubtedly there  is  not  a city  in  the  United  States  where 
true  worth  is  recognized  as  quickW  as  in  Washington,  or 
where  more  consideration  is  given  to  innate  rehnemeiit 
and  talent.  Alany  families  depend  upon  the  Govern- 
ment for  support,  giving  an  equivalent  in  services  ren- 
dered. The  only  difference  is  one  of  income,  v/hidi 
governs  the  manner  of  style  of  living.  Society  is  made 
up  of  thowse  in  official  life,  foreigners  of  rank,  citizens  of 
wealth,  men  of  letters,  and  women  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment, who  give  tone  and  polish  to  the  body  social. 

Gen.  Jackson,  following  the  example  of  his  predecessors, 
except  Jefferson,  held  his  levees  periodicalhq  and  all  who 
wished  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  President  could  do  so 
on  these  occasions. 

The  members  of  the  Cabinet,  heads  of  Departments, 
foreign  Alinisters  and  other  dignitaries  gave  dinners  and 
evening  parties,  ‘ during  the  session,  to  strangers  of  note, 
and  as  these  were  multi|)lied  or  lessened  the  mercury 
marked  the  brilliancy  of  the  season  on  the  social  barom- 
eter. Hotel  registers  were  carefully  watched.  No  stran- 
gers of  note  missed  an  invitation.  All  lions  of  the  day 
were  in  demand.  Alembers  of  Congress  were  eagerly 
sought.  All  these  were  concomitant  parts  of  a fashion- 
able party.  Some  of  them,  we  must  admit,  were  dia- 
monds in  the  rough,  coming  from  the  rural  districts,  in 
all  their  simplicit\'  and  rusticity,  with  undisguised  as- 
tonishment that  an  entr}’  into  a house  must  be  preceded 
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by  a ‘"ticket  with  your  name  onto  it";  but  Aladdin  and  his 
magiciaa's  lamp  works  no  greater  transfonnation  than 
this  entr}"  into  fashionable  society,  wiicre  the  elite  of  the 
land  preside;  and  the  newcomer  gi'aduall}'  throws  aside 
the  order  of  the  novice,  and  in  time  becomes  a full-fledged 
aristocrat. 

The  Secretaries  gave  the  usual  round  of  soirees,  vrliich 
commenced  at  9 or  10  okloclc,  the  host  and  hostess  stand- 
ing in  file  di*a wing-room  to  receive  the  compam^  Danc- 
ing, cards,  and  conversation  were  the  amusements  of  the 
evening.  Light  refreshments  were  served  through  the 
apartments,  and  at  ll  o’clock  a supper  was  partaken  of 
by  the  guests;  at  3 tliey  began  to  disperse,  and  at  4 the 
banquet  hall  w*as  deserted. 

DEATH  OF  MRS.  DONALDSON. 

In  the  Spring  of  1836  Mrs.  Donaldson's  health  was  so 
impaired  that  she  left  Wasliington  and  returned  to  Tennes- 
see, little  thinking  as  she  passed  out  of  the  V^hite  House 
that  she  w’as  parting  with  all  its  honors  and  pleasures  for 
the  last  time.  She  rapidly  failed  in  strength,  and  in 
December,  1836,  the  spirit  of  “the  lovely  Emily"  passed 
from  earth.  During  the  following  session  the  Presi- 
dent's House  ^vas  closed  in  respect  to  her  memory. 

Her  four  children  ivere  born  in  the  White  House,  Presi- 
dent Jackson  acting  as  godfather  to  two  of  them,  Air.  Van 
Buren  to  another,  and  Gen.  Polk  to  the  }"oimgest.  One  of 
these  children  is  now  Mrs.  Eliza  Wilcox,  a clerk  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  having  been  a widow  for  many 
years,  dependent  upon  her  awn  exertions  for  the  support 
of  herself  and  famil}'.  From  her  baby  head  Jackson  cut 
a lock  of  hair,  which  he  sent  to  the  Committee  to  be  placed 
in  the  cornerstone  of  the  Treasiiiy-  Building,  as  the  most 
valued  treasure  he  had  to  deposit;  liitie  thinking  tliat  in 
the  changes  that  time  brings  this  “precious  baby"  would 
ever  join  the  throng  that  goes  in  and  out  of  the  great 
building  in  the  weary  round  of  the  treadiiiill-life  of  a Gov- 
ernment clerk. 
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JACKSON’S  AD^riNISTEATION. 

Jackson^s  devotion  to  the  meinorj^  of  his  wife  was  most 
pathetic,  and  betra\\s  a tenderness  as  beautiful  as  the 
courage  that  made  him  immortal.-  She  had  been  his  joy 
for  40  eventful  years,  passing  through  vituperation, 
povert\",  and  the  trials  that  ever  attend  men  of  mark. 

It  seemed  a cruel  fate  tliat  removed  her  just  as  he  was 
entering  upon  his  triumphs.  It  is  said  that  he  wore  her 
miniature  always,  and  a.t  night  it  was  placed  upon  a little 
table  at  his  bedside,  leaning  against  her  Bible,  that  the 
~ smile  preserved  by  the  artist  in  the  loved  face  might  greet 
him  on  awaking.  And  as  we  look  upon  the  picture  of 
this  saintly  woman,  we  are  not  surprised  that  it  was  the 
inspiration  of  that  grand  old  hero. 

The  face  is  oval,  the  features  delicate,  the  eyes  are  large 
and  beautiful  in  their  clear  and  spirited  gaze;  the  dark 
curls  wliich  cluster  round  the  finely-formed  head  are  half 
revealed  and  half  concealed  by  a cap  of  soft  lace  falling 
vail-like  over  her  shoulders;  a double  ruff  of  lace  encircles 
a delicate  throat;  the  brow  is  broctd,  and  the  mouth  is 
wreathed  in  a smile  that  gives  the  face  a lovely  expression. 
Y7e  can  imagine  that  to  steal  avray  from  the  throng  that 
beset  liim,  this  old  man  often  had  his  solace  in  gazing 
upon  this  inanimate  portrait  of  her  whom  he  idolized  in 
life  and  revered  in  death. 

During  Jackson's  regime  the  AVhite  House  had  but  few 
additions  in  the  way  of  elegant  furnishings  or  expensive 
luxuries.  That  was  left’ for  the  more  elaborate  taste  of 
his  successor,  jMartih  Van  Bureu 
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CHAPfER  VIII. 

ADMIXISTRATIOXS  OF  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN  AND 
WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

inaugtjratiox  of  :\iaktix  tax  bufex— the  COEXTRY  SITFER.'? 
FROM  A FIXAXCIAL  CRISIS — DULL  TlilES  IX"  WASHIXGTON. 
attack  UPOX  the  PIIESIDEXT'S  EXTRAVAGAXCE  IX  RP> 
FURXISHIXG  THE  TYTITE  HOI^SE— RETURX  OF  MRS.  :irADISOX 

• AFTER  23  YEARSr’  ABSEXCE — VISIT  OF  FAXXA'  ELLSLER — EXD 
OF  A HALF  CEXTURY  OF  COXGRESS — “LOG  CABIXS”  AROUSED 
BY  REPEFLTCAIV  RIDICULE — “TIPPECAXOE  AXD  TYLER,  TOO." 
CAMPAIGX  OF  IXTEXSE  EXCITEMEXT — XATIOX  SHOCKED  BY 
DEATH  OF  THE  PRESIDEXT— MRS.  HARRISOX’S  LOVABLE 
CH.ARACTER. 

The  Tnauguration  of  Alartin  Van  Buren,  the  successor 
of  Gen.  Jackson,  March  4,  1837,  has  been  so  graphically 
described  by  N.  P.  Willis  that  we  may  be  pardoned  for 
giving  it  in  extenso: 

‘'The  Republican  procession,  consisting  of  the  Presi- 
dents and  their  famihes,  escorted  by  a small  volunteer 
corps,  arrived  soon  after  12.  The  General  and  i\Ir.  Van 
Buren  were  in  the  ‘Constitution  plieeton,’  drawn  by  four 
grays,  and  as  it  entered  the  gate  they  both  rode  uncovered. 
Descending  from  the  carriage  to  the  foot  of  the  steps,  a 
passage  was  made  for  them  through  the  dense  crowd,  and 
the  tall  white  head  of  the  old  chieftain,  still  uncovered, 
went  steadily  up  through  the  agitated  mass,  marked  b\’’ 
its  peculiarity  from  all  around  it.  The  crowd  of  diplo- 
matists and  Senators  in  the  rear  of  the  columns  made  way, 
and  the  ex-President  and  kir.  Van  Buren  advanced  with 
uncovered  heads. 

“A  murmur  of  feeling  came  up  from  the  moving  mass 
below  as  the  infirm  old  man,  just  emerged  from  a sick- 
chamber,  which  his  physicians  had  thought  he  would 
never  leave,  bowed  to  the  people.  Mr.  Van  Buren  then 
advanced  and,  with  a voice  remarkabh"  distinct,  and  with 
great  dignit}^  read  his  address  to  the  people. 

“The  ear  was  elastic  and  the  da}^  still,  and  it  is  suppo.sed 
that  nearly  20,000  people  heard  liim  from  his  elevated 
position  distinctly.  1 stood,  myself,  on  the  outer  limit  of 
tlie  crowd,  and,  though  1 lost  occasion  all  v a sentence  from 

(92) 


j.r.- 


-lo  ^v<Wf  - 

.:.yL-:iy/:  . ....  ^ 


...H  ■.  ■■■ 

•.^^,r;1v•V.;.v,■‘■^  .'  . .. 

I la  ;: 

^jIo7  OpSfn^  js  -'7'' 

' br'K- 

,r  ■ '■'"  -■  fji'.>ii7 

; ■,'  I r [i  • 0 ri-'^orl  7^5?/  .•  ■•■  ■ ' ' ^ , ^ ’ ; ‘ 

k;l  :■;  k>  od^ 

■ k'  ■ rv.)  yy: ’ij h okl 
■ . ■»  I.''  ' ^ ‘ 


::^^;^I  sr:  ; ' 

;. '.:  j'-jr' : 


,1. 


■ i'- 

. ; . . ;.t?  r *'U 

i‘- .'  '■  ■ ■■„•,. 

Ir'-  , ...vv 


ri  ’ ? 

i .^1'^ 
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the  interruption  nearb\x  his  words  came  clearly  articu- 
lated to  my  ear.'*’ 

i\Ir.  Van  Buren  was  a disciple  of  Jefferson,  imbibing;  liis 
doctrines  and  political  principles,  entering  into  politics 
when  only  i<S  years  of  age,  being  a State  Senator  in  1S12, 
subsequently  Attorney-General,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  United  States  Senator.  He  was  Secre- 
tary of  Slate  under  Jackson,  who  also  appointed  him 
l\Iinister  to  St.  James,  but  i\Ir.  Calhoun  defeated  his  con- 
firmation. He  was,  however,  made  Vice-President  when 
Jackson  was  elected  for  the  second  term,  and  to  Mr.  Van 
BureiPs  influence  were  many  of  Jackson's  mistakes 
attributed. 

- TIIE  PANIC  OF  1837. 

The  country  was  verging  on  a financial  crash,  from 
various  causes,  and  in  a brief  time  after  the  brilliant  In- 
auguration it  came  near  destroying  the  credit  and  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  whole  Nation.  Suspensions  vcere  the 
rule,  and  solvency  the  exception. 

Nothing  daunted.  Air.  Van  Buren  still  insisted  upon  the 
payment  of  all  public  moneys  in  gold  and  silver,  and  in- 
dulged his  reiined  and  extravagant  taste  in  the  repairs 
and  additions  to  the  Vfhite  House.  This  exasperated 
public  opinion  a.nd  Congress  to  such  an  extent  that  v/e 
find  a Air.  Tyler,  of  Penns\dvania,  in  July,  1840,  making 
a speech  of  several  days  before  Congress  portra3dng  the 
evil  times  that  had  fallen  upon  the  Nation.  All  the 
extravagancies  of  the  Administration  were  held  up  to 
view.  It  was  called  the  gold  and  silver  Administration, 
because  of  the  gold  spoon.s,  silver  knives  and  forks,  and 
cut  glass  used  at  the  White  House.  Said  Air.  T\der: 

"What  wdll  the  plain  Republican  farmer  sa.y  when  be 
discovers  that  our  economical  reformers  have  exj^ended 
813,000  of  the  people's  cash  for  looking-glasses,  lamps, 
and  candlesticks?  AVhat  would  the  frugal  Hoosier  think 
were  he  to  behold  a.  Democratic  })eacock,  in  full  Court 
co.stume,  strutting  bv  tlie  hour  before  golden-framed 
mirrors  nine  feet  high  and  four  and  a half  feet  wide? 
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"Why,  sir,  were  I\Ir.  Van  Biiren  to  dash  into  the  palace  on 
the  back  of  his  Roanoke  racehorse,  he  could  gaze  at  and 
admire  the  hoofs  of  his  charger  and  his  crown  at  the  same 
instant  of  time  in  one  of  those  splendid  mirrors! 

"Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  mucli  truth  and  sound  philos- 
ophy^ to  poor  Richard's  advice,  'Early  to  bed  and  early  to 
rise  makes  you  healthy^,  wealthy,  and  wise,'  but  it  is  clear 
that  our  new  economists  have  little  faith  in  early”  rising, 
else  they  vrould  not  have  laid  out  $7,000  of  the  people's 
money”  in  lamps  and  candlesticks. 

"The  Court  fashion  of  sleeping  out  the  day  and  waking 
out  the  night  results  in  keeping  the  palaxe  door  closed, 
save  to  persons  entitled  to  the  entree,  until  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

"It  was  but  a few  day”s  ago  that  an  honest  country”inan, 
on  his  way”  to  the  fishing  landing  after  breakfast,  having 
some  curiosity”  to  behold  the  magnificent  East  Room  -with 
its  gorgeous  drapery”  and  brilliant  mirrors,  rang  the  bell 
at  the  great  entrance  door  of  the  palace.  Forthwith  the 
spruce  English  porter  in  attendance  came  to  the  door,  and, 
seeing  only”  a plain  person  on  foot  there,  slammed  the  door 
in  his  face,  say”ing:  'You  had  better  comie  at  7 o'clock. 
The  President's  rooms  are  not  open  until  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning.'  Whereupon  the  plain  farmer  turned  on  his 
heel,  with  this  cutting  remark:  'I  am  thinking  the  Presi- 
dent's House  will  be  open  before  day  the  4th  of  IMarch  to 
everybody”,  for  old  Tip  is  a mighty  early”  riser,  and  was 
never  caught  napping'.  He  v;ill  not  allow  supes  to  be 
insolent  to  free  men.'" 

But,  with  all  this  attack  upon  ^Ir.  Van  Buren's  ex- 
travagance, the  Executive  iMansion  was  not  the  scene  of 
much  gay”et\”.  i\lrs.  Van  Buren  liad  died  many”  y”ears 
before  he  attained  to  political  honors,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  some  of  the  distinguished  ladies  of  society^  his  Ad- 
iniiiLstration  would  have  been  a social  failure. 

RETURN  OF  MRS.  TvIAIOISON. 

In  October,  1837,  3,Irs.  iMadison  returned  to  live  in  this 
city”,  after  an  absence  of  23  \”ears.  A visitor  has  left  this 
pen  picture  of  her: 
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'I  took  her  to  be  6o  or  70  years  old.  The  same  smile 
played  upon  her  features,  and  the  same  look  of  benevo- 
lence and  good  nature  beamed  in  her  countenance.  She 
had  lost  that  stately  and  Ahnerva-like  motion  which 
once  distinguished  her  in  the  house  of  the  President, 
where  she  moved  with  the  grace  and  dignity  of  a 
queen;  but  her  manner  of  receiving  was  gracious  and 
kind,  and  her  deportment  was  quiet  and  collected. 
She  received  all  visitors  with  the  same  attention  and 
kindly  greeting. 

"She  remarked  that  a new  generation  seemed  to  have 
sprung  up.  ‘What  a difference/  she  said,  ‘it  makes  in 
society.  Here  are  young  men  and  women  who  were  not 
born  when  I was  here  last,  whose  names  are  familiar  to 
me,  but  whose  faces  are  unknown.  I seem  suddenly  to 
have  awakened  after  a dream  of  20  years  to  find  myself 
surrounded  by  strangers.' 

"'Ah,  iMadam,'  remarked  one  of  the  ladies,  hhe  city  is 
no  longer  what  it  was  when  you  were  the  mistress  of  the 
Wdiite  House.  Your  successors  have  been  sickly,  tame, 
spiritless,  and  indifferent.  The  mansion  you  made  so 
charming  and  attractive  is  now  almost  inaccessible.  The 
present  incumbent  has  no  female  relative  to  preside  over 
it,  and  seems  so  much  absorbed  in  party  politics  that  he 
will  scarcely  open  the  house  to  those  who  wish  to  see  it 
The  ver\"  tone  of  society  has  been  affected  hy  these  changes. 
At  one  lime  such  was  the  bitterness  of  party  feeling  that 
no  visits  were  exchanged  between  those  belonging  to  the 
Administration  and  those  in  opposition.  Almost  all  the 
old  citizens  are  now  excluded  from  office,  and  brawlers, 
broken  merchants,  disbanded  officers,  and  idle  3^oung  men 
have  been  put  in  their  places.  P>ut  society  is  beginning 
to  improve,  and  the  fashionable  of  all  parties  mingle  more 
hannoniously.  Foreigners  now,  as  in  your  day,  are  all 
the  go.  A poor  attache,  a gambling  Embassador,  a 
beggarly  German  Baron,  or  a nominal  French  Count  is 
preferred  to  the  most  substantial  and  accomplished  citizen 
among  the  young  women  at  this  Court.'" 

i\frs.  l\laclison  smiled  at  this  picture,  and  S[)okc  witli 
much  feeling  of  the  former  condition  and  appearance  of 
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the  city.  The  following  Spring  the  days  dragged  b}’. 
The  curtain  of  dullnCvSs  had  fallen  upon  the  gay  world. 

The  Court  of  “Martin  the  First”  was  pronounced  re- 
markable for  its  stupidity.  The  White  liouse  had  been 
opened  but  twice  during  the  Winter,  and  the  Cabinet 
officers  had  closed  their  doors  and  shrunk  into  the  privacy 
of  home  life,  in  striking  contrast  to  the  brilliant  fetes  given 
by  the  former  Cabinet.  Private  individuals  had  well 
sustained  the  social  responsibilities  of  the  Government, 
and  had  dispensed  hospitalities  with  a lavish  hand,  but  it 
bad  become  an  irksome  task. 

We  can  readiW  see,  when  dullness  hung  like  a pall  over 
socieW,  why  Congress  adjourned  to  see  the  great  En- 
.chantress,  Fanny  Ellsler.  We  read  in  Hunter’s  ''Sou- 
venir of  the  New  National  Theater”  that  on  Monday’,  July 
6,  1840—^ 

"The  city  was  electrified  b}"  that  graceful  goddess, 
Fanny  Ellsler,  the  most  famous  dancer  on  the  globe. 
She  literally  turned  the  heads  of  the  audience  hy  the  love- 
liness of  lier  undraped  limbs,  and  magnetized  them  by  her 
exquisite  grace  of  motion.  The  audience  seemed  to  have 
been  changed  by  her  Circean  power  into  shouting  lunatics 
and  the  New  National  Theater  was  the  scene  of  wild  and 
extravagant  action.  Alen  and  women  vied  with  each 
other  in  cheering.  Gentlemen  hurled  up  their  watch 
chains  and  rings  on  the  stage,  and  the  fair  sex  stripped 
their  anns  of  their  bracelets  and  followed  suit,  until  ihe 
stage  floor  gleamed  with  he  jewels  at  the  feet  of  the  ador- 
able Ellsler,  who  stood  a veritable  Danae  in  this  shower  of 
gold.” 

MARRIAGE  OF  THE  PRE.SIDEXT’S  SOX. 

November,' 1838,  Maj.  Van  Buren,  the  Presffient’s  old' 
est  son,  married  Angelina  Singleton,  of  South  Carolina. 
Her  first  appearance  at  the  White  House  was  at  the  New 
Year’s  levee,  when  she  was  supported  by  the  ladies  of  the 
Cabinet  in  receri^ing  with  the  President.  From  a letter 
wri.ten  by  a gentleman  who  once  saw  President  Van 
Buren  at  St.  John’s  Church,  we  make  the  following 
extract: 
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'‘Over  his  shoulders  hung  a very  blue  Spanish  cloak. 
On  his  appearance  up  drove  a splendid  carriage  drawn  by 
two  beautiful  blooded  horses.  The  carriage  of  his  Ex- 
cellency was  the  inOst  superb  thing  I have  yet  seen.  It 
was  of  dark  olive  hue,  with  ornaments  elegantly  dispersed, 
shining  as  bright  as  burnished  gold.  When  I was  in 
Paris  I saw  Louis  Philippe  drive  out  frequently  to  Ver- 
sailles and  back  to  the  Tuileries.  When  I was  in  London 
I saw  the  Oueen  as  frequenth^  drive  out  from  Buckingham 
Palace  around  Hyde  Park.  AVhen  I wa.s  at  Windsor  I 
also  saw  the  same  ro3"al  personage  drive  from  the  castle  to 
the  chapel.  I have  seen  all  these,  but  I must  say  that  the 
carriage  and  the  horses,  the  ordinaiy  equipage  of  the 
Chief  Democrat  of  this  locoToco  equalit}-,  is  far  more 
elegant,  superb  and  splendid  than  that  of  either  of  the 
other  great  and  royal  persouages.  The  servant  dashed 
up  the  steps,  banged  to  the  door,  jumped  up  behind,  and 
away  rolled  the  head  of  the  Republican  party,  with  an 
air  and  style  that  can  equal  and  surpass  that  of  an}^ 
crowned  head  of  Europe.” 

GEN.  HARRISON  TAKES  TFIE  PRESIDENTIAL  CHAIR. 

On  the  3d  of  'March,  1839,  the  last  page  was  written  of 
50  years  of  Congress — a half  century  under  the  present 
Constitution.  The  day  was  signally  commemorated  b\" 
a grand  fete  given  by  the  Russian  iMinister,  Bodisco,  who 
lived  very  elegantly  in  Georgetown;  and  IMartin  Van 
Buren  vacated  the  Executive  ^Mansion,  to  be  succeeded  by 
Gen.  Harrison. 

As  soon  as  the  news  had  gone  abroad  that  the  Baltimore 
Convention  bad  nominated  Gen.  Harrison,  the  Baltimore 
Republicans  treated  the  nomination  with  the  most  con- 
temptuous ridicule,  and  jeeringly.  observed  that  if  the 
W'higs  would  just  give  Gen.  Harrison  a barrel  of  hard 
cider  and  settle  upon  him  a pension  of  $2,000  a year,  “my 
word  for  it,  he  will  sit  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  his  log 
cabin  by  the  side  of  the  sea-coal  fire  and  study  mental 
philosophy.” 
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This  was  spoken  in  an  evil  hour.  It  roused  all  the 
^log  cabins”  in  the  country.  At  the  ever-meinorable 
mass-meeting  hekl  in  Canton,  May  5,  at  which  20,000 
people  were  present,  there  was  a procession  rcpresentuig 
every  State,  with  log  cabins  mounted  on  trucks,  accom- 
panied b\"  barrels  of  hard  cider,  from  which  everybody 
was  welcome  to  drink.  This  meeting  was  attended  by 
Daniel  Vdebster,  Henry  Clay,  John  J.  Crittenden,  Thomas 
Corwin,  iMillard  Fillmore,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Henry  A. 
Wise  and  other  prominent  Whig  leaders.  Among  the 
speakers,  John  V.  L.  ]\Icr\iahon  also  addressed  the  meet- 
ing, -and  on  rising  to  his  feet  used  the  expres.sion  that 
will  never  be  obhterated  from  politics:  "I  call  the  Nation  to 
order;”  and,  later  on,  said:  "Every  mountain  sent  its  r’ll, 
every  valW  its  stream,  and,  lo!'the  avalanche  of  the 
people  is  here.” 

From  that  time  until  the  election  in  November  every 
city,  town  and  hamlet  kept  up  tlie  highest  pitch  of  excite- 
ment and  enthusiasm  by  mass  meetings,  barbecues,  log 
cabins,  hard  cider  songs  and  processions. 

A topical  song,  sung  in  New  York,  we  remember,  ran 
after  this  order; 

"Oh!  if  this  State  should  go  for  Tip, 

■ Oh!  what  would  hiatty  do? 

He’d  rent  his  house  in  Washington, 

For  Tippecanoe  a.nd  T^der,  too; 

And  with  them  wedl  beat  little  Van; 

Van  is  a used-up  man. 

Van  is  a used-up  man.” 

The  result  of  all  this  elTort  was  the  discomfiture  of  the 
parh^  in  power.  Mr.  Van  Buren  received  only  60  electoral 
votes,  while  Gen.  Harrison  had  234.  AVe  have  hinted  at 
some  of  the  extravagancies  of  Van  Bureiv’s  Administra- 
tion, and  the  refurnishing,  of  tlie  White  House.  It  was 
vSaid . by  old  chroniclers  that  "Gen.  Jackson  fdled  the 
palace  with  the  vulgar  fumes  of  smoke  from  an  old  long 
pipe.  :\Ir.  Van  Buren,  at  an  expense  of  $7,000,  cleaned 
the  apartments,  whitewashed  the  smoky  ceilings  and 
filled  it  with  preciseness  and  cold  pedantr^g  that  Gen. 
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Harrison  would  change  the  vulgarity  of  the  one  and  the 
pretensions  of  the  other.  He  vrould  make  those  gorgeous 
halls  reverberate  with  merry  peals  of  laughter,  refined 
repartee,  excruciating  anecdotes  and  good  cheer.” 

In  1836  Gen.  Harrison  was  first  nominated  for  the  Presi- 
denc3\  There  were  three  candidates  of  the  old  Federal 
party  in  the  field,  which  resulted  in  their  own  defeat,  and 
iMartin  Van  Buren  was  elected.  In  1840  the  Federal 
part}^  had  merged  into  the  Whig  parhx  After  a cam- 
paign of  most  intense  excitement,  the  long  processions 
ceased  their  marching,  the  mottoed  banners  were  laid 
aside,  the  log  cabins  had  served  their  purpose,  and  the  old 
Chieftain  of  North  Bend  was  elected  President  and  John 
Tyler  Vice-President 

INAUGURATION  OF  PRESIDENT  HARRISON. 

Gen.  Harrison  arrived  in  Vtashingten  in  February,  and 
was  received  with  great  enthusiasm.  The  morning  of  the 
4th  of  i\ larch  was  ushered  in  by  a salute  of  26  guns.  As 
on  all  Inaugural  occasions,  the  city  was  filled  with  strang- 
ers. 

The  procession  that  accompanied  Gen.  Harrison  to  the 
Capitol  was  a counterpart  of  many  that  had  been  seen 
throughout  the  campaign.  The  General  was  mounted 
on  a white  charger,  escorted  hy  officers  and  soldiers  who 
’had  fought  under  Ills  command.  Log  cabins  and  canoes 
were  once  more  brought  into  requisition  and  distributed 
along  the  line.  The  pageant  was  very  imposing;  the 
waving  of  handkerchiefs  and  the  huzzas  of  the  multitude 
gave  tokens  of  a kindly  welcome  to  the  old  hero. 

He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  high  office  with  as 
bright  anticipations,  as  honest  purposes  and  with  as 
much  of  the  confidence  of  the  American  people  as  any  man 
who  had  occupied  the  position  since  Washington.  But, 
almost  before  the  glad  tidings  of  the  Inauguration  had 
readied  the  hamlets  and  log  cabins  of  his  supporters,  the 
President  had  contracted  a cold,  followed  by  pneumonia, 
from  which  he  rapidly  sank  until,  on  April  4,  just  one 
month  from  the  Inaugural  Day,  he  breathed  his  last 
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Tills  great  National  calamity  fell  upon  the  peo]:)]e  with 
startling  suddenness.  The  last  words  of  the  President 
were:  "1  wish  you  to  understand  and  remember  the  prin- 
ciples that  govern  me,  and  carry  them  out.  I aslc  no 
more.” 

The  wife  of  President  Harrison,  nec  Annie  S3'mmes, 
was  born  in  New  Jerse\A  near  Alorrislown,  in  the  vear  of 
American  Independence.  Her  father,  Hon.  John  B. 
Sammies,  was  a Colonel  in  the  Continental  Armv.  Her 
mother  died  soon  after  her  birth.  Her  father  had  the  care 
of  her  until  she  was  four  3’ears  of  age;  he  then  disguised 
himself  in  a British  officer’s  uniform  and  took  her  to 
Rhode  Island  to  her  grandmother.  He  did  not  see  her 
again  until  after  the  evacuation  of  New  York,  in  17S3. 
She  was  educated  at  Mrs.  Isabella  Graham’s  school  in 
New  York.  At  the  age  of  19  she  bade  adieu  to  her  grand- 
parents and  moved  to  Ohio  in  1794.  Her  fatlier  was 
Associate  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  ?\orthwest- 
ern  Territor3",  and  was  much  from  home,  holding  court. 

During  her  father’s  absence  Annie  would  spend  a part 
of  her  time  with  her  older  sister,  who  was  living  in  Lex- 
ington, K3".  It  was  on  one  of  these  visits  that  .she  first 
met  Capt.  Harrison,  of  the  United  States  xVrni3'',  then  in 
command  of  Fort  Washington,  where  the  City  of  Cin- 
cinnati now  stands.  In  less  than  a 3^ar  thc3^  were  mar- 
ried, little  dreaming  that  he  would  become  the  most  popu- 
lar General  of  his  time,  and,  still  less,  that  he  would  some ' 
day  be  President  of  the  United  States. 

We  read  of  Mrs.  Harrison  that  she  v'as  veiy  handsome, 
with  a face  bright  and  full  of  animation.  A friend,  who 
was  a schoolmate,  writes  to  her  in  1840:  'G  suppose  that  I 
should  not  recognize  aii3dhing  of  3'our  present  counte- 
nance, for  3"Our  earW  da3\s  have  made  such  an  impression 
on  m3"  mind,  that  I cannot  realize  an3"  countenance  for  3-011 
but  that  of  \-our  3^outh,  with  which  Natirre^had  been  so 
profusel3^  liberal.” 

. Gen.  Harrison’s  duties  requiring  his  frequent  absence 
from  home,  left  Airs.  Harrison  in  care  of  a large  family. 
There  were  no  schools  in  that  newlv-settlcd  countrv,  and 
she  alwa3-s  employed  a private  tutor.  She  often  opened 
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her  house  to  her  neighbors’  children,  for  she  dispensed  a 
generous  hospitality. 

She  was  called  to  go  through  many  trials  that  tested  her 
character  and  chastened  her  heart.  One  after  another  her 
diildren  were  taken  from  her.  She  lost  four  sons  and 
thi’ee  daughters,  all  of  them  settled  in  life.  It  was  while 
passing  through  these  trials  that  she  wrote  to  her  pastor: 
^And  now  wha.t  shall  I say  to  these  things:  ‘Be  still  and 
know  that  I am  God?'  You  will  not  fail  to  pray  for  me 
and  m\^  dear  sons  and  daughters  who  are  left,  for  I have 
no  ^vish  for  them — my  children  and  grandchildren — than 
to  see  them  the  humble  followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus." 

Her  health,  delicate  for  years,  was  even  more  precarious 
the  Spring  her  husband  made  his  journey  to  Washington. 
Her  friends  urged  her  to  remain  in  Ohio  until  settled 
weather.  While  busy  in  her  preparations  to  join  him,  the 
news  came  to  her  of  liis  death. 

Had  he  lived,  klrs.  Harrison,  *much  as  it  was  against 
her  taste,  would  have  discharged  all  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  her  with  delicacy,  courtesy,  and  self-possession,  for 
she  was  “to  the  manner  born,"  and  she  was  one  of  the 
sturd}'  women  of  the  limes,  who  did  not  look  back  when 
duty  called. 

Mrs.  Harrison  lived  to  be  nearly  90  years  old.  Many 
of  her  grandsons  were  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Union 
arra\^  She  was  alwa\^s  rich  in  blessings  for  these  boys, 
and  they  asked  for  her  prayers  not  in  vain.  To  one  she 
said:  “Oh,  no,  my  son;  go!  Your  country  needs  your 
service;  I do  not.  Go  and  discharge  3' our  dut^"  faithfully’ 
and  fearlessly’.  I feel  that  m\’  pray’es  in  your  behalf  will 
be  lieard,  and  that  you  will  return  in  safety^." 

The  grandson  did  return  to  his  grandmother  after 
several  liard-f ought  battles. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  February,  1864,  she  died, 
and  was  buried  beside  her  husband  at  Affirth  Bend,  and 
there,  after  life’s  fitful  dream  has  passed,  they  together 
sleep  on  tiie  banks  of  the  beautiful  Ohio. 
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• CHAPTER  IX. 


' JOHN  TYLER  IN  THE  PRESIDENT'S  HOUSE. 

SUCCESSOR  TO  GEX.  HARRISON — GOES  OYER  TO  THE  ENEMY— POLIT- 
ICAL DEATH— STEPPED  THREE  THIES  INTO  HIGH  PLACES 
THROUGH  LUCK — MRS.  ROBERT  TYLER— A BEAUTIFLH  WOMAN. 
HER  IMPRESSIONS  OP  INTELLECTUAL  GIANTS— HER  FIRST 
STATE  DINNER — :MR.  WEBSTER’S  COOTLIMENT — PRESIDENT 
TYLER  A CHAR:^IING  HOST— :MRS.  ROBERT  TYLER’S  DESCRIPTION 
OF  AN  ASSEMBLE' — DESCRIPTION  OF  ALEVEE — AUTHOP^  OF 
THE  SKETCH  BOOK  AND  PICKYTCK  PAPERS  PRESENT— CHARLES 
' DICKENS’S  JUST  AND  UNJUST  CRITICISMS — ZMRS.  LETITIA  TYLER’S 
DEATH — MRS. -LETITL\  SEMPLE,  LADY  OF  THE  WHITE  HOUSE. 
PRESIDENT  TYLER  MARRIES  iHSS  GARDINER — MRS.  TYLER’S 
PICTURE  IN  THE  GREEN  ROOM— PRESIDENT  TYLER  RETIRES  TO 
VIRGINLL — ENLISTS  IN  THE  CONFEDERATE  CAUSE. 

As  the  legitimate  successor,  John  T\^ler  was  sworn  iii- 
as  President  immediately  after  the  death  of  Harrison. 
But  he  was  of  a ver\^  different  mind.  The  succession 
and  its  golden  allurements  completely  absorbed  him. 

The  unbiased  reader  of  events  must  own  that  however 
men  differ  in  their  version  of  this  Administration,  Presi- 
dent Tyler  accepted  the  platform  and  policy  of  the  Whig 
Party,  when  he  allowed  his  name  to  be  second  on  the 
ticket;  and  no  man,  great  or  small,  has  ever  yet  been 
the  representative  of  a parh’',  and  gone  in  exact  contra- 
diction to  his  instructions,  vathout  being  consigned  to  a 
political  death.  ' 

. Mr.  Tyler  now  stepped  for  the  third  time  into  a pdace 
of  high  public  trust  hy  reason  of  the  death  of  the  incum- 
bent. He  was  made  Governor  of  Virginia  the  death 
of  the  Executive;  he  was  made  a Senator  by  the  death 
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of  a Senator-elect,  and  death  made  him  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Accidents,  sometimes  in  a nn^sterious  fashion,  carry 
men  to  lofty  pinnacles  of  fortune;  the  breeze  gets  hold 
of  them  and  carries  them  up  to  high  places.  It  is  the 
unexpected  that  happens,  and  witliout  irreverence  we 
call  it  accident.  Wealth,  honor,  place,  distinction,  the 
liighest  places  of  earth,  are  as  a rule  won  by  the  noble- 
ness of  effort 

But  whatever  actuated  and  governed  the  Presidents 
public  life,  it  was  largely  atoned  for  in  his  domestic  re- 
lations. Mrs.  Robert  Tyler  and  Miss  Tyler  accom- 
panied the  President  to  the  White  House.  The  Presi- 
dents wife  was  in  ver^^  delicate  health,  and  did  not  arrive 
in  Washington  until  the  weather  became  settled. 

Mrs.  Robert  Tyler  is  described  as  a veiy  beautiful 
woman,  elegant  and  accomplished,  and  admirabty  fitted 
to  fill  the  liigh  station  of  Lady  of  the  White  House,  which 
the  President  had  invited  her  to  accept.  Ahs.  Tyler 
from  childhood  had  been  surrounded  by  the  veiy  best 
society  in  New  York.  She  met  Mr.  Robert  Tj'ler  in 
Richmond,  and  within  a year  was  married.  She  was 
a read3v^  Jetter  writer,  and  her  correspondence  gives  a 
graphic  description  of  her  life  in  the  Vfbite  House.  She 
writes  in  1841: 

"^What  wonderful  changes  take  place,  nrv  dearest 
Here  am  I,  7iee  Priscilla  Cooper,  actually  living,  and 
Avhat  is  more,  presiding,  in  the  Yviiite  House.  I look 
at  nn^sclf  like  the  little  old  woman,  and  exclaim:  'Cam 
this  be  I?’  I have  not  had  one  moment  to  m\*vSelf  since 
my  arrival,  and  the  most  extraordinary-'  thing  is,  I feel 
as  if  I had  been  used  to  living  here  always.  I receive 
the  Cabinet  Ministers,  the  Diplomatic  Corps,  the  heads 
of  the  Army  and  Navyy  etc.,  willi  a facility  v/hich  as- 
tonishes me.  'Some  achieve  greatness,  and  some  are 
born  to  it.'  I occupy  poor  Gen.  Harrison’s  room.  I 
have  110  superstitious  feeling  on  the  subject,  and  it  is  as 
pleasant  as  possible;  the  nice,  comfortable  bedroom, 
wiih  its  handsome  furnitim^  and  curtains,  its  luxuriant 
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armchairs,  and  all  its  belongings  I enjo\^  I believe,  more 
than  anything  else  in  the  establishment.  The  greatest 
trouble  I anticipate  is  in  paying  visits;  there  was  a doubt 
at  first  whether  I must  \dsit  in  person  or  send  cards. 

“I  aslved  i\Irs.  Aladison's  advice  upon  the  subject,  and 
> she  says  return  all  my  visits,  by  all  means.  So  three 
days  in  a week  I am  to  spend  three  hours  a day  in  driv- 
ing from  one  street  to  another,  in  this  cit}^  of  ‘Magnificent 
’ Distances.'  The  victim  of  this  sacrifice  is  to  be  attired 
in  a white  chip  bonnet,  trimmed  Vvdth  moss-rose  buds, 
from  Lawson's  in  New  York. 

‘T  could  spend  my  time  here  charmingly,  were  it  not 
for  the  duties  of  my  situation.  I see  so  many  great  men, 
and  so  constantly,  that  I can  not  appreciate  the  blessing. 
I know  you  will  tliink  I ought  to  give  you  my  impression 
of  these  intellectual  giants,  instead  of  talking  of  dresses, 
bonnets,  etc.  The  fact  is  when  you  meet  them  in  every- 
day life  you  forget  that  they  are  great  men  at  all,  and 
just  find,  them  the  most  charming  companions  in  the 
world,  talking  the  most  delightful  nonsense,  especially 
!Mr  Webster,  who  entertains  me  with  the  most  charming 
gossip."  ' ' \ * 

•^Washington;  1841. 

"‘"My  first  state  dinner  is  over;  oh!  such  a long  one,  our 
first  dinner  in  the  state  dining-room.  I was  the  only 
lady  at  table.  What  with  the  long  table,  the  flowers,  and 
bright  and  brilliant  dresses  and  orders  of  ‘Dips,' — not 
dip  candles, — I fell  dreadfully  confused.  IMr.  Webster 
says  I acquitted  myself  admirably.  I tried  to  be  as  cheer- 
ful as  possible,  though  I felt  miserable  all  the  time,  as 
m\^  bab\^  was  crying,  and  I received  message  after  mes- 
sage to  come  to  the  nursery. 

"I  think  father  is  a charming  host.  He  received  his 
guests  with  so  mmch  courtesy  and  simplicity  of  manner, 
and  I do  not  think  his  power  of  conversation  was  sur- 
passed, or  even  equaled,  by  those  around  him. 

‘‘‘The  British  Minister,  Mr.  Fox,  is  frightful  to  behold; 
he  has  the  reputation  of  great  ability."  ^ 
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The  levees  at  the  President's  House  were  alternated 
by  the  assemblies,  which  were  held  in  the  old  theater 
situated  on  the  corner  of  Eleventh  and  C streets,  where 
a cheap  theater  now  stands. 

This  theater  was  built  in  1804,  but  was  burned  down 
and  afterwards  rebuilt  by  the  elder  Carusi  in  1822,  who 
constructed  it  and  named  it  the  City  Assembly  Rooms. 
At  these  rooms  were  gathered  the  fashionable  and  the 
gay  of  Washington  societ^L  These  were  the  most  bril- 
liant entertainments  of  the  day. 

Mrs.  Robert  T3der,  in  1842,  gives  in  glowing  colors 
the  picture  of  one  of  these  gatherings: 

AN  ASSEMBLY  BALL. 

went  to  the  Assembly  last  night,  matronizing  five 
young  ladies. all  dressed  in  rose  color,  all  so  lovely",  too — 
Clementina  Pleasonton  and  Belle  Stevenson  the  prettiest 
of  all.  Belle  has  the  most  perfect  figure  and  face  I ever 
saw,  and  IMiss  Pleasonton  has  a st3de,  je  ne  sais  quoi, 
about  her  that  makes  her  the  most  attractive  of  the  two. 

"The  ball  was  a brilliant  one,  admirabW  lighted,  and 
not  crowded,  the  ladies  all  well  dressed,  and  showing  to 
advantage.  I spent  a delightful  evening.  As  I de- 
clined dancing,  I had  the  pleasure  of  talking  to  man^^ 
grave  Senators,  and  among  the  rest  had  a long  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Southard."  [Samuel  J.  Southard  was 
Secretar\^  of  the  Navy  during  John  0.  Adams's  Adminis- 
tration.] "As  we  stood  at  the  end  of  the  room,  which  is 
the  old  theater  transformed  into  a ball-room,  he  said: 
"'On  the  ver3"  spot  where  we  stand  I saw  the  best  acting 
I ever  witnessed.  I came  into  the  theater  and  took  m3" 
seat  b3"  John  0.  Adams.  There  were  never  two  more 
delighted  people.  i\fr.  Adams  said  he  had  seen  the 
same  pla3"  abroad,  in  France  and  England,  John  Kemble 
and  the  great  Talma  in  the  cast,  Kean,  Cook,  and  ]\Iac- 
ready,  but  he  had  never  seen  it  so  admirabh^  acted  as 
then.  I entireh"  agreed  with  him  in  his  admiration, 
though  I was  not  so  capable  of  iudging  b3"  coiiiDarisoa 
as  he.' 
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'‘Idr.  Southard  here  paused  Though  my  heart  told 
me  to  whom  he  was  alluding,  I could  not  help  asking 
him:  ' What  was  the  play  and  who  was  the  actor?' 

"'The  play  was  '‘^lacbeth/'  and  tlie  performer  kir. 
Cooper.' 

"I  could  not  restrain  the  tears  that  sprang  to  my  e^^es 
as  I heard  my  dear  father  so  enthusiastically  spoken  of. 
I looked  around,  and  thought  not  onh^  had  papa's  foot- 
steps trod  these  boards — I looked  down  at  the  velvet 
dress  of  r\Irs.  Tyler,  a.nd  thought  of  the  one  I wore  there, 
six  years  before,  as  Lad^*  Randolph,  when  we  struggled 
throup'li  a miserable  engagement  of  a few  rainy 
nights!” 

Elizabeth,  the  tliird  daughter  of  Letitia  Tyler,  was 
married  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House,  Jan.  31, 
1842,  to  hir.  William  Waller,  of  Virginia.  The  wedding, 
which  was  at  first  intended  to  be  a quiet  affair,  was  hon- 
ored by  the  presence  of  many  distinguished  guests. 

The  night  following  tlie  wedding  a grand  reception 
was  given.  It.  was  said  that  one  of  the  bridesmaids  ex- 
pressed surprise  to  ?slr.  Daniel  "Webster  at  Lizzie  Tyler's 
accepting  a quiet  Virginia  home  in  exchange  for  all  the 
honors  of  jiosition  in  Washington. 

"Ah!”  said  he,  "love  rules  the  court,  the  camp,  the 
grove;  for  love  is  heaven,  and  heaven  is  love.” 

The  President's  wife  was  downstairs  on  the  occasion 
of  her  daughter's  inarrla_ge,  for  the  first  time  aiter  enter- 
ing the  White  House.  It  was  during  Tyler's  Adminis- 
tration that  music  was  introduced  in  the  park  south  of 
the  Mansion.  Invitations  by  card  to  the  President's 
House  were  considered  as  strictly  private.  The  public 
press  was  not  allowed  to  indulge  in  descriptions  of  per- 
sons present. 

THE  LAST  LEVEE  OF  THE  SEASON. 

In  going  over  the  fdes  of  the  Madisonian  we  find  this 
modest  description  of  a levee,  which  stands  out  as  the 
lone  star  of  society  news  of  that  day — the  Alpha  and 
Omega  of  all  such  indulgencies: 
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TJw  Madisonian,  Washington,  March  ij,  1842. 
'"The  levee  held  by  the  President  on  Tnesda^"  last  was 
a brilliant  affair,  and  gave  satisfactor}'  evidence  of  the 
esteem  in  wliich  the  high  functionar}"  is  held  in  social 
circles. 

''Among  the  visitors  of  peculiar  note  were  the  authors 
of  the  'Sketch  Book'  and  'Pickwick  Papers.'  In  addi- 
tion to  whom  almost  all  the  ^Ministers  of  foreign  powers 
to  our  Government  were  in  attendance  in  full  court  dress, 
"The  rooms  were  filled  to  overflowing  with  the  talent 
and  beauty  of  the  metropolis;  Senators  and  members  of 
.Congress  without  distinction  of  party  served  to  give  in- 
terest and  add  animation  to  the  scene. 

"It  seems  to  us  tliat  these  levees,  as  at  present  con- 
ducted, are  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  genius  of  our  Re- 
publican institutions,  inasmuch  as  all  who  please  may 
attend  without  infringement  of  etiquet.  AVe  almost  re- 
gret their  termination  for  the  season,  but  look  forward 
with  pleasure  to  the  period  when  they  will  be  renewed.” 
Charles  Dickens,  in  his  "xVmerican  Notes,”  tells  us 
of  this  levee,  and  alsT?" of  his  call  upon  President  T3der. 
His  just  and  unjust  criticisms,  which  he  lived  to  regret,  are 
pictured  in  all  the  inelegance  of  which  he  was  capable: 
"i\I\"  first  visit  to  this  house  was  on  the  morning  after 
arrival,  when  I was  carried  thither  hy  an  official 
gentleman  who  was  so  kind  as  to  charge  liimself  with  my 
presentation  to  the  President.  We  entered  a very  large 
hall,  and  having  twice  or  thrice  rung  a bell  which  nobod\^ 
answered,  walked  without  further  ceremon\"  through  the 
rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  as  divers  other  gentlemen, 
mostW  with  their  hats  on  and  their  hands  in  their  pockets, 
were  doing  ver\^  leisurehu 

"Some  of  these  had  ladies  with  them,  to  whom  they  were 
showing  the  premises;  others  were  lounging  on  the  chairs 
and  sofas,  others  in  a perfect  state  of  exhaustion,  and  from 
listlcssness  were  ^mwning  drearih". 

"The  greater  portion  of  this  assemblage  were 
rather  asserting  their  supremacy’  than  doing  amkhing 
else,  as  thev  had  no  particular  business  there  that  any 
one  Icnew  of. 
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""A  few  were  closeh’  eyeing  the  movables  as  if  to  ma!ie 
quite  sure  that  the  President,  who  was  far  from  popular, 
had  not  made  wa^^  with  any  of  the  furniture,  or  sold  the 
pictures  for  his  private  benelit. 

"" After  glancing  at  these  loungers  who  were  scattered 
over  a pretty  drawing-room  opening  upon  a terrace  which 
commanded  a beautiful  prospect  of  the  river  and  the  ad- 
jacent country,  and  who  were  sa.untering  to  and  fro  about 
a larger  stateroom  called  the  Eastern  drawing-room,  we 
went  up  stairs  into  another  chamber,  where  were  certain 
\dsitors  waiting  for  audience.  At  sight  of  my  conductor, 
a black,  in  plain  clothes  and  yellow  slippers,  who  was 
gliding  noiselessly  about  and  whispering  messages  in  the 
ears  of  the  more  impatient,  made  a sign  of  recognition  and 
glided  off  to  announce  him. 

"We  had  previousl}^  looked  into  another  chamber  filled 
with  a great  bare  wooden  desk,  or  counter,  whereon  lay 
files  of  newspapers,  to  which  sundry  gentlemen  were  re- 
ferring. 

- "But  there  was  no  such  means  as  beguiling  the  timie  in 
this  apartment,  which  was  as  unpromising  and  tiresome 
as  any  waiting-room  in  any  of  our  public  establishments, 
or  any  plwsician's  waiting-room  during  his  hours  of 
consultation  at  home. 

DICKENS'S  PICTURES. 


^There  were  some  15  or  20  persons  in  the  room.  One, 
a tall,  wiry,  muscular  old  man  from  tlie  West,  sunburnt 
and  swarthy,  with  a brown  white  hat  on  his  knee  and  a 
giant  umbrella  resting  between  his  legs,  vvdio  sat  bolt 
upright  in  his  chair,  frowning  steadily  at  the  cai  })et  and 
twitching  the  hard  lines  aboiit  his  mouth,  as  if  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  ho  fix'  the  President  on  what  lie  had  to 
vSay  and  wouldn't  bate  him  a gram. 

"Another,  a Kentuck}’  fanner,  six  feet  in  hight,  v.dlh  his 
hat  on  and  his  hands  under  his  coat  tails,  who  leaned 
against  the  wall  and  lacked  tlie  door  with  his  lieel  as 
though  Ire  had  Time's  head  under  his  slice  and  were 
literally  ‘killing'  luim  A tliird,  an  ovai-Iaced,  bilious- 
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looking  man,  vriih.  sleek  black  hair  crop])ed  close,  and 
whiskers  and  beard  shaved  down  to  blue  dots,  who  sucked 
the  head  of  a thick  slick,  and,  from  time  to  time,  took  it  out 
of  his  mouth  to  see  how  it  was  getting  on.  A fourth  did 
notliing  but  wliistle.  A fifth  did  nothing  but  spit,  and, 
indeed,  all  these  gentlemen  were  so  very  persevering  and 
energetic  in  tliis  latter  particular,-  and  bestowed  their 
favors  so  alniiidanth’  on  the  caqx^t,  that  I take  it  for 
granted  the  Presidential  housemaids  have  high  wages,  or, 
to  speak  more  genteelly,  an  ample  amount  of  'compensa- 
tion," which  is  the  American  word  for  salary  in  the  case 
of  all  public  servants. 

"We  had  not  waited  many  minutes  before  the  black 
meSvSenger  returned  and  conducted  us  into  another  room 
of  smaller  dimensions,  where  at  a businesslike  table 
covered  with  paj^ers  sat  the  President  himself.  He 
looked  somewhat  worn  and  anxious,  and  well  might  h^ 
being  at  war  with  everybody;  but  the  expression  of  his 
face  was  mild  and  pleasant,  and  liis  manner  was  remark- 
abl3"  imanected,  gentlemanlv,  and  agreeable.  I thought 
that  in  his  whole  carriage  and  demeanor  he  became  his 
station  singular^  well. 

"Being  advised  that  the  sensible  etiquet  dP  tire  Repub- 
Hcan  court  admitted  of  a traveler,  like  m^^self,  declining, 
ydthout  aiiy^  impropriet}",  an  invitation  to  dinner,  which 
did  not  reach  me  until  1 had  concluded  my  arrangements 
for  leaving  W ashinglon,  some  da.ys  before  that,  to  which 
I referred,  I only  returned  to  this  house  once.  It  was  on 
the  occasion  of  one  of  those  General  Assemblies  wdiich  are 
held  on  certain  nights,  between  the  hours  of  9 and  12 
o"clock,  and  are  called  rather  oddh'  Levees. 

"I  went  with  my  wife  about  10.  There  was  a pretty 
f dense  crow  d of  carriages  and  people  in  the  court->ard,  and 
as  far  as  I could  make  out,  there  were  no  very  clear  regu- 
lations for  the  taking  up  or  setting  down  of  compan\n 
There  were  certainW  no  policemen  to  soothe  slariled 
horses,  eiilier  sawing  upon  their  bridles,  or  flourishing 
truncheons  in  their  eyes;  and  I am  ready  to  make  oath 
that  no  inoffensive  jL^ersons  w^ere  knocked  violentl\^  on  the 
head,  or  poked  acuieh^  on  their  backs,  or  stomachs,  or 
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brought  to  a standstill  by  any  such  gentle  means,  and 
then  taken  into  custody  for  not. moving  on.  But  there 
was  no  confusion  and  no  disorder.  Our  carriage  reached 
the  porch  in  its  turn  without  any  blustering,  swearing, 
shouting,  backing  or  other  disturbance,  and  we  dis- 
mounted with  as  much  ease  and  comfort  as  though  we 
had  been  escorted  hy  the  whole  Metropolitan  force  from  A 
to  Z inclusive. 

"The  suite  of  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  was  lighted  up^ 
and  a military  band  was  playing  in  the  hall.  In  the 
smaller  drawing-room,  the  center  of  a circle  of  company, 
were  the  President,  his  daughter-in-law,  who  acted  as  the 
lady  of  the  mansion,  and  a very  interesting,  graceful  and 
accomplished  lady,  too. 

"One  gentleman  who  stood  among  this  group  appeared 
to  take  upon  himself  the  function  of  a master  of  the  cere- 
monies. I saw  no  other  officers,  or  attendants,  and  none 
were  needed. 

"The  great  drawing-room,  which  I have  already  men- 
tioned, and  the  other  chambers  on  the  ground  floor,  were 
crowded  to  excess.  The  company  was  not,  in  our  sense  of 
the  tenn,  select,  for  it  comprehended  persons  of  veiy  many 
grades  and  classes;  nor  was  there  any  great  display  of 
costly  attire;  indeed,  some  of  the  costumes  may  have  been, 
for  aught  I know,  grotesque  enough. 

^ GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

'‘But  the  decorum  and  propriety  of  behavior  which  pre- 
vailed were  unbroken  by  any  rude  or  disagreeable  incident, 
and  ever3"  man,  even  among  the  miscellaneous  crowd  in 
the  hall,  who  were  admitted  without  any  tickets,  or  orders 
to  look  on,  appeared  to  feel  that  he  was  part  of  the  insti- 
tution and  was  responsible  for  preserving  a becoming 
character  and  appearing  to  the  best  advantage. 

"That  these  visitors,  too,  whatever  their  station,  v'ere 
not  without  some  refinement  of  taste  and  appreciation  of 
intellectual  gifts,  and  gratitude  to  those  men  who,  by  the 
peaceful  exercise  of  great  abilities  shed  new  charms  and 
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associations  upon  the  homes  of  their  coiintr\'men,  and 
elevate  their  character  in  other  lands,  was  most  earneslh" 
testified  by  the  reception  of  'Washington  Irving,  1113"  clear 
friend,  who  had  recent W been  appointed  2\Iinister  at  the 
Court  of  Spain,  and  who  was  among  fnem  that  night  in 
his  new  character,  for  the  first  and  last  time,  before  going 
abroad. 

“1  sincereh’  believe  that  in  all  the  madness  of  American 
Ijolitics,  few  public  men  would  have  been  so  earnesth", 
devotedW  ancl  affectionateW  caressed  as  this  most  charm- 
ing writer;  and  I have  seldom  respected  a public  assembly 
more  than  I did  this  eager  throng,  when  1 saw  them  turn- 
ing vdth  one  mind  from  nois3"  orators  and  officers  of  State, 
and  flocking  with  a generous,  honest  impulse  round  the 
man  of  quiet  pursuits,  proud  of  his  promotion  as  reflecting 
back  rqx)ii  their  countr\",  and  grateful  to  liim  with  their 
vchole  hearts  for  the  store  of  graceful  fancies  he  had  poured 
out  among  them.  Long  ma}^  he  dispense  such  treasures 
vrith  unsparing  hand,  and  long  ma}"  the}"  remember  him 
as  v;orthih".” 

A A’-ew  York  paper  sa^ns  of  this  occasion: 

'‘When  it  was  knovni  that  there  \vould  be  a levee,  and 
that  Irving  and  Dickens  would  both  be  there,  the  rush  was 
tremendous.  It  veas  as  much  as  the  police  officers  could 
dp  to  keep  the  passage  open.  Even  the  circle  usually  left 
open  around  the  Chief  ^dagistrate  was  narrowed  to  almost 
notliing  b}"  the  pressure.  ' It  was  computed  that  the  East 
Room  alone  contained  upwards  of  3,000  persons. 

"All  e3'es  were  turned  toward  that  part  of  the  room 
occupied  b\"  'Wasliington  Irving  and  the  lad\"  who  presided 
on  this  occasion  with  surpassing  courteousness  and  grace 
—Mrs.  Robert  T\der. 

"Irving,  now  'grown  more  fat  than  bard  Deseems,'  is 
still  distinguished  by  that  glow  of  genius  and  humor  in 
his  e}"e,  and  smile  and  utterance  which  made  liiin  the 
adored  of  the  A'ew  York  world  of  fashion, 

"Washingtoi]  Irving  is  at  the  Executive  diansion  now, 
not  as  'Washington  Irving,  but  as  the  Embassador  to 
Spain. 

"Who  is  that  lad}-  receiving  such  homage  from  the  new 
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Embassador?  She  is  a player’s  daughter,  but  a Presi- 
dent's daughter  also,  and  is  welcoming  from  her  elevation 
her  mother's  friend  of  bvgone  years — the  Embassador 
now  created  by  her  father/' 

And  so  it  came  through  the  silver  cord  of  friendship  that 
the  genius  of  the  “Alhambra,’’  the  “Sketch  Book,"  and 
“Rip  Van  AVinkle,"  visited  again  the  sunny  land  of  the 
troubadour;  the  land  of  poetr\'  and  song,  where  he  had 
gathered  many  pearls  of  thought;  the  land  of  the  past, 
living  on  her  faded  glories  and  imagining  that  she  is  one 
of  the  grand  old  knights  of  other  days. 

DEATH  OF  MRS.  LETITIA  TYLER. 

kirs.  Robert  T\der  continued  in  the  role  of  honor  until 
after  Mrs.  Letitia  Tyler's  death,  which  occurred  Sept.  lo, 
1842,  This  was  the  second  time  death  vinged  a fatal  shaft 
at  the  palace  of  the  President. 

]\Ir.  Robert  Tyler,  at  this  time,  made  business  arrange- 
ments in  Philadelphia,  and  l\Irs.  Letitia  Semple,  the 
second  daughter  of  the  President,  assumed  the  duties  of 
Lady  of  the  White  House,  which  she  filled  until  hlay,  1844. 
On  the  26th  of  June,  l8_j4,  President  Tyler  was  married  to 
Miss  Julia  Gardiner. 

. jMiss  Gardiner  was  the  daughter  of  a wealthy  gentle- 
man of  Gardiner's  Island,  A^ew  York.  Air.  Gardiner  and 
daughter  were  on  board  the  ill-fated  Princeton,  and  Mr. 
Gardiner  was  one  of  the  five  killed. 

Aliss  Gardiner  entered  society  when  very  young,  ^and  it 
seems  that  Governors,  Senators  and  Judges  were  suitors 
for  her  hand;  yet  she  remained  heart-whole  and  fancy- 
free  until  she  met  President  Tyler.  She  was  charming 
in  conversation,  entrancing  old  and  young  by  her  win- 
some manner. 

The  President's  suit  was  successful.  It  was  his  propo- 
sition to  have  the  nuptials  celebrated  in  the  White  House, 
but  it  was  not  considered  for  a moment  by  .Miss  Gardiner. 
She  felt  that  the  pantomimes  of  royalty  had  no  jdace  in  a 
Democratic  Government. 

When  the  President  arrived  in  Xew  York  on  June  25, 
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numerous  and  varied  were  the  current  rumors.  The  next 
day  the  mystery  was  over.  r\Iiss  Gardiner  and  President 
Tyler  were  married  in  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  in 
Fifth  Avetnie,  Xew  York,  in  the  presence  of  a limited 
number  of  friends. 

From  this  time’ until  the  expiration  of  President  Tyler's 
Administration,  nirs.  Tyler  presided  at  the  White  House. 
Visitors  to  the  Executive  xiansion  to-day  will  see,  hanging 
in  the  Green  Room,  a beautiful  portrait  of  }Jrs.  Tyler. 
During  Gen.  Grant's  Administration  she  returned  to 
Washington,  and  has  since  spent  more  or  less  time  at  the 
Capital;  and  while  the  years  that  have  passed  over  her 
head  have  borne  av/ay  her  youth,  still  the  same  dignified 
bearing  makes  her  the  observed  of  all  observers  wherever 
she  appears. 

President  Tyler  retired  from  public  life  at  the  close  of 
his  Administration,  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Virginia. 
For  17  years  he  lived  in  retirement,  until  the  war  of  the 
rebellion,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  cause  of  the  Confed- 
eracy^ against  the  Government.  But  death  saved  him  from 
active  service;  he  died  in  1862. 


CHAPTER  X. 

WHITE  HOUSE  DURING  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF 
JAMES  K.  POLK.  ^ 

FOURTEEN'  TEARS  EN'  COXGRESS— ANXIOUS  DAYS  AND  T'EARISOME 
NIGHTS— ^lEXICAX  VTAR— OREGON  SHIBBOLETH— AIRS.  POLK 
A WOALEN  OF  RARE  EXCELLENCE — ANECDOTE  OF  HENRY  CLAY. 
POLK  SURROUNDED  BY  GREAT  AIEN— lAIPRESSIVE  SCENE  ON 
THE  FLOOR  OF  THE  HOUSE — DEATH  OF  JOHN  QLTNCY  ADAAIS. 
LAST  LEVEE  OF  PRESIDENT  POLK— RETIRES  INTO  OBSCLTIITY. 
THE  NEW  ENGLAND  WING— “OLD  ROUGH  AND  READY”— AD- 
MISSION OF  CALIFORNIA — AIR.  CLAY'S  “COAIPROAIISE  BILL.® 
THE  PRESIDENT'S  FATAL  ILLNESS— “BETTY  BLISS”— BEAU- 
TIFUL AVOAIEN  AND  BRILLLXNT  AIEN — DEATH  OF  THE  PRESI- 
DENT-AIRS.. TAYLOR  RETURNS  TO  KENTUCKY. 

James  K.  Polk  was  elected  the  nth  President  of  the 
United  States.  Pie  had  represented  his  people  14  3'ears  in 
Congress;  in  1836  he  Avas  Speaker  of  the  Plouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives. His  studious  habits  and  his  manly  bearing 
had  pecuharl}^  fitted  him  for  the  positions  he  had  filled,  but 
the  office  of  President  lirought  him  little  happiness. 

Undoubted!}'  i\fr.  Polk  had  the  great  interest  of  the 
country  at  heart,  but  many  of  the  foremost  statesmen  of 
the  land  differed  with  the  President  in  his  views,  and  the 
policy  he  wished  carried  out  and  the  vital  questions  of  tire 
day  were  not  settled  in  accordance  with  his  wishes.  Anx- 
ious days  and  wearisome  nights  vrere  his  inheritance. 

The  slaA^ery  question  entered  into  this  election  as  a 
leading  issue.  The  Republic  of  Texas  asked  admission 
into  the  Union.  Many  of  the  people  objected,  as  it  was 
certain  to  be  a slave  State;  Avliile  others  favored  it.  Strict 
party  lines  were  draAcri — the  Democrats  favoring,  the 
Whigs  opposing. 

Texas  was  annexed  by  sending  a small  force  dov;n  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  this  policy  involved  the  Nation  in  a 
war  wliich  was  never  designed.  It  was  expected  that  the 
Alexicans  would  hurriedly  sue  for  peace.  But  instead,  a 
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v.-ar  ensued  that  made  militan^  reputations  for  the  Wliig 
Generals. 

The  President's  Oregon  shibboleth  of  '‘Fift3^-four 
Forty,  or  Fight/'  had  to  be  retracted;  while  his  desire  for 
centralization  of  power  for  internal  improvements  must 
needs  give  place  to  State  rights,  or  slaverv"  would  be  dis- 
turbed; and  to  this  end  he  gave  his  influence.  But  his 
da^'s  were  full  of  care  and  he  wore  an  anxious  look. 

Happity  for  him,  his  wife  was  a woman  of  rare  excel- 
lence; a wise  and  affectionate  counsellor,  cheerful  a.nd 
agreeable,  possessed  of  the  happy  art  of  infusing  cheer- 
fulness into  those  around  her. 

Among  the  man\"  public  men  who  held  i\Irs.  Polk  in 
high  esteem  was  Heniy.Cla\".  On  one  occasion,  when  in 
her  presence,  Mr.  Clav  turned  to  her  and  said,  in  those 
winning  tones  so  peculiar  to  him:  '/vladam,  I must  sa\^ 
that  in  my  travels,  wherever  I have  been,  and  in  all  com- 
panies and  among  all  parties,  I have  heard  but  one  opinon 
of  3mu.  All  agree  in  commending  in  highest  terms  ^mur 
excellent  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  White  House. 
But,"  continued  he,  lookiiid  toward  her  husband,  "as  for 
that  ^mung  man  there,  I cannot  sa\'  as  much.  There  is 
some  little  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  police"  of 
his  course. " 

."Indeed,"  said  i\Irs.  Polk;  "I  am  glad  to  hear  that  me" 
administration  is  so  popular,  and  in  return  for  emur  com- 
pliment I will  sae^  that  if  the  countre-  should  elect  e"ou 
next  Fall,  I know  of  no  one  whose  election  evould  please 
me  more  than  that  of  Henr}"  C'laj".  I will 'assure  emu  of 
one  thing,  if  \"ou  do  haem  occasion  to  occupe-  the  White 
House  on  the  4th  of  larch  next,  it  will  be  surrendered  to 
you  in  perfect  order  from  garret  to  cellar." 

"Thank  \mu,  thank  emu,"  exclaimed  3dr.  ClaeL 

MASTER  SPIRITS. 

?vlr.  Polk  was  surrounded  by  men  who  originated  great 
and  salutare"  public  measures,  that  not  only  commanded 
the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the  Xatio7i,  but  cast  around 
him  a high-toned,  healthy,  moral  influence.  Among 
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these  \vere  Henr}"  Cla}",  Daniel  Webster,  Daniel  S.  Dick- 
inson, Lewis  Cass,  John  C.  Calhoun,  John  Quincy  Adanis 
and  William  H.  Seward. 

One  writer  says:  '‘I  saw  Calhoun  in  'Washington  in  the 
Spring  at  1846,  calm  amidst  the  strife  and  hurry  of  polit- 
ical warfare.  I saw  Henry  Clay  in  Ma^^  following,  in 
Kentucky,  serene  . in  the  mild  majest^^  of  private  life;  Clay 
and  Calhoun,  the  master  spirits  of  America!  Clay's  very 
name  is  a spell.  No  sooner  is  it  heard  than  all  mankind 
rise  up  to  praise  it.” 

During  this  Administration  the  tall  and  stately  fonn  of 
Daniel  S.  Dickinson  was  first  seen  upon  the  floor  of  the 
Senate.  From  this  time  he  occupied  a front  rank  among 
the  greatest  of  those  who  have  labored  for  the  unsullied 
preservation  of  the  Constitution  in  the  halls  of  Congress; 
and  even  of  his  brilliant  compeers  in  the  forum,  nearly 
all  of  whom  have  passed  to  a sacred  inheritance,  few  ever 
attained  such  unquahfied  power  over  popular  assemblies 
and  individuals. 

His  unwearied  devotion  to  the  highest  interests  of  the 
Nation,  and  the  earnest  inspiration  of  his  brain  had  very 
much  to  do  with  breaking  and  c[uelling  certain  insurrec- 
tions at  the  North,  and  placing  before  the  people  the  true 
condition  of  the  country  during  the  rebellion. 

He  was  one  to  whom  our  country  might  safely  turn  for 
the  protection  of  her  flag,  her  Constitution  and  her  honor 
in  any  hour  of  peril  which  might  await  her 

‘TWO  NOTABLE  LETTERS. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  man}"  that  i\Ir.  Webster,  ‘ 
though  opposed  to  i\Ir.  Dickinson  upon  most  of  the  great 
issues  of  the  country  from  1830  to  1850  (these  gentlemen 
being  leaders  of  opposite  parties)  tendered  to  his  Demo- 
cratic colleague,  upon  his  retiring  from  the  Senate,  the 
following  complimentary  letter: 

^AVASHTN'GTON,  Sept.  27,  1850. 

''My  Dear  Sir: 

''Our  companionship  in  the  Senate  is  dissolved.  After 
this  long  and  important  session  you  are  about  to  return  to 
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3"Oiir  home  and  I shall  ivy  to  find  leisure  to  visit  mine.  I 
hope  we  may  meet  each  other  again  two  months  hence, 
for  the  discharge  of  our  duties  in  our  respective  stations 
in  the  Government.  But  life  is  uncertain  and  I have  not 
felt  willing  to  take  leave  of  you  without  jilacing  in  your 
hands  a note  containing  a few  words  which  I wish  to  say 
to  3"ou. 

“In  the  earlier  part  of  our  acquaintance,  my  dear  sir, 
occurrences  took  place  which  I remember  with  constantl}’ 
increasing  regret  and  pain;  because  the  more  I have 
known  you,  the  greater  has  been  my  esteem  for  3^our 
character,  and  my  respect  for  your  talents.  But  it  is 
your  noble,  able,  manly  and  patriotic  conduct  in  support 
of  the  great  measures  of  this  session  which  has  entirel}^ 
won  my  heart  and  receives  my  highest  regard.  I hope 
3mu  may  live  long  to  serve  \"our  countr^y  but  I do  not 
think  you  are  ever  likeU^  to  see  a crisis  in  which  you  ma^' 
be  able  to  do  so  much  either  for  your  distinction  or  for  the 
people's  good. 

“You  have  stood  where  others  have  fallen;  you  have 
advanced  with  firm  and  manh"  step  where  others  have 
wavered,  faltered  and  fallen  back;  and  for  one,  I desire  to 
thank  3^^011  and  to  commend  \*our  conduct  out  of  the  fulk 
ness  of  my  honest  heart. 

“This  letter  needs  no  rephv  It  is,  I am  aware,  of  ver3^ 
little  value,  but  I have  thought  you  might  be  willing  to 
receive  it,  and,  perhaps,  to  leave  it  where  it  would  be  seen 
by  those  who  come  after  3^011. 

“I  pra3"  3"ou,  wlieii  3^011  reach  3mur  own  threshold,  to 
remember  me  most  kindl3’  to  3m ur  wife  and  daughter,  and 
I remain,  1113"  dear  sir, 

“Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

“Daniel  Webster.'' 

To  this  kind,  friendhv  commendator3’-  letter,  Mr.  Dick- 
inson made  the  following  equall3"  kind  and  friendl3^  re- 
sponse: 

“Binghamton,  Oct.  5,  1850. 

“My  Dear  Sir: 

“I  perused  and’rc-pc?'-'iised  the  beautiful  note  3-011  placed 
in  1113^  hand  as  I v/as  about  leaving  Washington  witli 
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deeper  emotion  than  I have  ever  experienced,  except  unde- 
some  domestic  vicissitudes. 

'‘Since  I learned  the  noble  and  generous  qualities  of 
your  nature,  the  imfortunate  occurrence  in  our  earlier 
acquaintance,  to  which  you  refer,  has  caused  me  many 
moments  of  painful  regret,  and  your  confiding  communi- 
cation has  furnished  a powerful  illustration  of  the  truth 
that  ho  err  is  human,  to  forgive  divine.' 

“Numerous  and  valuable  are  the  testimonials  of  con- 
fidence and  regard  which  a somewhat  extended  acquaint* 
ance  and  lengthened  public  service  have  gathered  around 
me;  but  among  them  all  there  is  none  to  which  my  heart 
clings  so  fondly  as  this.  I have  presented  it  to  my  family 
and  friends  as  the  proudest  passage  in  the  history  of  an 
eventful  life,  and  shall  transmit  it  to  my  posterity  as  a 
sacred  and  cherished  memento  of  friendship. 

“I  thank  Heaven  that  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  be  associ- 
ated with  3murself  and  others,  to  resist  the  mad  current 
which  threatened  to  overwhelm  us,  and  the  recollection 
that  my  course  upon  a question  so  momentous  has  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  the  most  distinguished  of  Ameri- 
can statesmen,  has  more  than  satisfied  my  ambition. 

“Believe  me,  nw  dear  sir,  that  of  all  the  patriots  who 
came  forward,  in  an  evil  day,  for  their  countiy,  there  was 
no  voice  so  potential  as  ^mur  own.  Others  could  bufi'et 
the  dark  and  angr}-"  waves,  but  it  was  ^mur  strong  arm 
that  could  will  them  back  from  the  holy  citadel. 

“Alay  the  beneficent  Being  who  holds  the  destim"  of 
men  and  nations  long  spare  \’ou  to  the  public  service,  and 
may  ^mur  vision  never  rest  upon  the  disjointed  fragments 
of  a convulsed  and  ruined  Confederac\^  I pra^”  you  to 
extend  to  i\Irs.  Webster  the  kind  remembrances  of  ni3^self 
and  family,  and  believe  me 

“Sincerely  yours.  ' D.  S.  DiCKIXSOxN." 

DEATH  OF  JOHN  O.  ADAMS. 

The  venerable  John  0.  Adams  had  been  stricken  down 
at  his  home  in  0uinc3’  b\"  parafcsis,  on  account  of  which 
he  was  unbale  to  take  his  seat  when  Congress  convened. 
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On  the  13th  da3"  of  February,  1S46,  ]\Ir.  Hunt,  of  New 
York,  was  making  a speech  in  support  of  the  Y\hlmot 
Proviso  bill,  when  the  veneralDle  form  of  ex-President 
Adams  apj:)cared  in  the  door  of  the  House,  and  at  once 
attracted  all  eyes. 

Mr.  Hunt  suspended  his  speech.  i\Ir.  jMoseh”,  of  New 
York,  and  i\Ir.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina,  advanced  to 
meet  I\Ir.  i-Vdams,  and,  each  taking  him  by  the  arm,  led 
him  to  the  seat  he  had  for  man}"  years  occupied,  xvlembers 
gathered  around  the  venerable  man  with  congratulations 
on  his  return. 

After  a short  pause,  much  affected  by  the  cordiality  of 
his  reception  by  the  House,  he  rose  and  in  his  feeble  voice 
briefly  tendered  his  heartfelt  thanks. 

Washington  in  the  Winter  of  1846  vras  gay  with  parties 
and  balls,  until  the  death  and  funeral  of  this  great  and 
good  ex-President,  which  occurred  in  February.  Public 
business  was  suspended,  flag\s  were  at  half-mast,  and  a 
general  gloom  pervaded  the  cit}".  He  was  stricken  down 
in  his  seat  in  the  Idouse  and  was  removed  to  the  Speaker’s 
room.  He  lingered  two  da}"s.  His  wife,  who  for  50  years 
had  shared  with  him  his  hopes,  his  fears,  his  jo}"s,  hung 
over  him  during  these  last  painful  hours. 

His  last  words  are  said  to  have  been:  "If  this  is  the  last 
of  earth,  I am  content.” 

During  the  closing  weeks  of  President  Polk's  Admin- 
istration he  gave  a dinner  party  to  the  President-elect, 
Gen.  Zachary  T£A’lor,  fo'lowed  by  a brilliant  levee  in  the 
evening.  At  this  friends,  acquaintances  and  dignitaries 
assembled  to  pa}^  their  last  respects  to  the  President  and 
his  wife. 

Mr.  Polk's  Administration  "was  characterized  by  no 
signal  brilliancy,  politically  or  socialhq  and  he  returned 
to  Tennessee  to  relapse,  like  all  ex-officials,  even 
cx-Chief  i\Iagistrates,  into  the  humdrum  routine  of 
, private  life. 

Mrs.  Polk  had  been  the  recipient  of  much  distinguished  • 
consideration.  Her  porirait  hangs  in  the  Green  Room 
at  the  While  House,  and  represents  her  as  the  modesG 
handsome  woman  she  was. 
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During  the  late  rebellion  she  received  the  protection  of 
both  armies;  and  from  the  bounty  of  $5,000  per  annum, 
given  to  the  widows  of  ex-Presidents,  she  lived  comfort-  . 
ably  and  well.^ 

V TAYLOR  S BRIEF  OCCUPANCY. 

It  is  the  unexpected  that  we  often  find  happening  in 
politics.  In  a Government  like  ours,  where  the  popular 
will  selects  its  candidates  for  the  highest  office  within  its 
gift,  as  often  from  those  who  suddenly  come  into  popu- 
larit}"  scs  from  those  w1k>  have  by  honest  integrit}-  worked 
their  way  to  fame,  step  hy  step,  Presidential  honors  do  not 
alwa3^s  fall  to  those  born  to  the  wearing  of  them. 

For  brilhant  militar\^  achievements  in  the  Indian  and 
Mexican  wars,  Gen.  Ta\dor  had  become  so  popular  that 
his  election  to  the  Presidency"  in  1848  was  a foregone  con- 
clusion, notwithstanding  the  divisions  in  the  Whig  party 
and  the  prejudice  existing  against  him  as  a slaveholder. 

The  New  England  wing  of  his  party^  headed  by"  Mr. 
Webster,  strenuously"  opposed  him  on  that  ground;  and 
because  of  his  want  of  refinement  and  experience  in  Na- 
tional affairs  called  him  ‘'an  ignorant  frontier  Colonel." 
His  cognomen,  “Old  Rough  and  Ready","  told  the  story  of 
his  popularity". 

He  had  no  desire  for  the  position,  and  his  characteristic 
reply",  when  he  received  the  official  announcement,  was: 
“For  more  than  a quarter  of  a century"  my"  house  has  been 
the  tent  and  my-  home  the  battlefield.” 

The  platform  he  announced  as  the  only"  one  he  was 
willing  to  stand  upon  was:  “I  have  no  private  purposes  to 
accomplish,  no  party-  projects  to  build  up,  no  enemies  to 
punish,  nothing  to  serve  but  nW  countryF” 

- He  had  done  so  well  in  the  field  that  the  majority-  of  the 
people  felt  sure  of  his  administrative  ability,  notwith- 
. standing  his  pro-slavery"  principles.  In  the  bitter  con- 
troversy" over  the  admission  of  California  as  an  additional 
free  State,  which  would  give  a majority-  of  one  to  the  anti- 
slaveholding Slates,  President  Tay-lor  stood  squarely-  by 
the  people  in  their  right  to  form  State  Constitutions  to 
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suit  themselves,  and  believed  that  they  should  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  with  or  without  slavery,  as  their 
Constitutions  might  prescribe. 

Upon  a threat  of  revolt,  he  declared  that  if  that  standard 
Avere  raised  he  would  himself  talie  the  field  to  suppress  it 
at  the  head  of  an  army  of  volunteers,  and  should  not  for 
that  ^ purpose  deem  it  necessary  to  call  upon  a single 
soldier  from  the  Xorth.  This  patriotic  position  had  a very 
quieting  effect  upon  the  turbulent  spirits  behind  these 
revolutionar}"  movements. 

CLAA^  S COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

Mr.  Clay  came  forward  with  a compromise  measure  for 
the  settlement  of  all  differences  growing  out  of  the  slavery 
question.  This  served  as  oil  on  the  troubled  waters,  as 
did  his  ^Missouri  Comproniise  bill  of  1821.  From  this 
memorable  discussion  came  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  and  * 
bills  admitting  California  to  the  Union,  organizing  the 
Territories  of  New  ?>Iexico  and  Utah  without  restriction 
as  to  slaver}^,  and  prohibiting  the  slave  trade  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

While  the  excitement  was  running  high  and  the  dis- 
cussions on  Air.  Claj’fs  proposition  were  at  the  highest 
pitch,  both  in  Congress  and  among  the  people,  the  Presi- 
dent was  stricken  \yith  a fever  that  terminated  fatally 
after  an  illness  of  five  days. 

So  brief  was  his  life  in  the  White  House  f at,  like  Gen. 
Flarrison,  he  made  little  impression  on  the  social  world 
and  little  change  inThe  appointments  of  the  Executive 
Mansion,  leaving  the  glory  won  in  the  field  as  his  legacy 
to  his  famiW  and  country. 

It  was  during  this  Administration  that  the  Secession 
party  in  the  South  first  manifested  itself  outside  South 
Carolina. 

Few  receptions  tvere  given  at  the  Executive  Alansion; 
but  ‘'Betty  Bliss,"  daughter  of  the  President,  reigned  as 
lady  of  {he  White  House,  where  she  entertained  her 
friends  with  affable  grace.  Mrs.  Ta\dor  received  her 
friends  in  pri\*ate  ajiartments^  for  which  she  was  criticised 
by  the  opposition. 
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The  beautiftil^  cultured  women  who  were  then  dwelling 
in  Washington,  Vvdth  the  brilliant  men  in  Congress,  added 
splendor  to  society,  and  the  second  Vvinter  of  President 
Taylor's  Administration  augured  a year  of  remarkable 
brilliancy;  bu-t  the  death  of  the  President,  which  occurred* 
July  9,  threw  a pall  over  the  city,  and  the  AVhite  House 
was  again  in  mourning. 

After  Mrs.  Taylor  retired  from  the  White  House,  ac- 
companied by  her  daughter  and  her  daughter's  husband, 
Maj.  Bliss,  they  found  a home  in  Keiituclcy  for  a time. 
She  then  removed  to  Pascagoula,  La.,  where,  two  years 
inter,  August,  1852,  she  died. 

Maj.  Bliss  died  suddenly  soon  after,  and  “Betty  Bliss,'’ 
as  she  will  alwa3^s  be  known  by  her  countr3nRem  sought 
the  seclusion  of  private  Kfe, 
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FILLMORE'S  SLXCESSFUL  TERM. 

;m;illard  fillmore  sworx  ix  as  presidext— ms  ixdefatigaele 

IXDUSTRA' — RAPID  ASCEXDEXCY — MASTER  OF  OFFICIAL  ETI- 
QUET — AMOMAX  OF  RARE  ATTAIXMEXTS — ABIGAIL  FILTiMORE, 
WHEX  MARRIED — SHE  MAS  A TEACHER  WHILE  HE  STUDIED 
LAW — STRUGGLE  WITH  POVERTA' — XO  DREAil  OF  THE  WHITE 
HOUSE — THEY  WORKED  HAXD  IX  HAXD — MR.  FILLMORE’S 
DEVOTIOX  TO  HIS  WIFE— SIGXS  THE  FUGITIVE  SLAVE  BILL. 
HIS  OXLY  UXPOPULAR  MEASURE — PIERCE’S  XOMLXATIOX  A 
SURPRISP: — MRS.  PIERCE’S  GREAT  SORROW — SHADOWY  DAYS 
OF  BUCHAXAX'S  ADiOXISTR ATIOX — LOA'ELAMIARRIET  LAKE. 

♦ 

Millard  Fillmore,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
was  sworn  in  as  President  the  loth  day  of  1848, 

after  the  death-  of  Zachary  Ta3dor,  which  occurred  the 
day  previous.  . ^ . 

Notwithstanding  the  meager  opportunities  of  liis 
youth,  indefatigable  industry  and  close  application 
to  stud}",  he  had  acquired  a good  education.  In  the 
various  positions  to  w’hich  he  had  been  exalted,  in  his 
rapid  rise  to  the  highest  place  with;n  the  gift  of  the  peo- 
ple, he  had  become  master  of  official  etiquet  and  its  re- 
quirements, and  hence  had  assumed  the  duties  of  Chief 
Magistrate  prepared  for  its  grave  responsibilities  and 
perplexities. 

Mrs.  Taylor's  place  in  the  White  House  w"as  filled  by 
a w’oman  of  rare  attainments.  Abigail  Fillmore  was 
one  of  the  representative  w'omen  of  the  day,  of  liigh  in- 
tellectual Culture,  backed  b}"  a fund  of  original  common 
sense.  She  w^as  the  daughter  of  a clergyman  w'ho  died 
w'hile  she  w'as  in  her  infancy.  Her  maiden  name  wns 
Abigail  Powers.  She  wns  born  at  Bemis  Hights,  Sara- 
toga Count}",  N^.  Y.,  jMarch,  1798.  * 

When  she  was  nine  }"cars  old  her  motlier  moved  into 
Cayuga  County.  Abigail  was  studious  and  industrious. 
She  fully  appreciated  the  needs  of  her  mother's  family, 
left  with  scanty  means.  She  rose  by  her  ambition, 
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making  rapid  progress  in  knowledge,  and  began  teach- 
ing at  an  early  age. 

It  was  here,  in  this  district  school,  that  she  met  the 
lad,  jMillard  Fillmore,  who  was  an  apprentice  to  the  card- 
ing and  cloth-dressing  business,  which  brought  a few 
months  schooling,  yearly,  as  a recompense. 

The  unfortunate  choice  of  an  occupation  for  the  boy, 
made  b}^  the  father,  galled  and  fettered  him,  but  Miss 
Powers  rendered  him  efficient  help. 

I well  remember,  when  a child,  hearing  a neighbor  of 
ours  relate  the  interesting  story  of  their  lives.  He  was 
a pupil  also  in  this  district  school,  and  was  a witness  to 
the  helping  hand  she  held  out  to  the  aspiring  lad.  While 
the\^  were  teacher  and  pupil  the  midnight  oil  often  found 
them  delving  into  the  liidden  recesses  of  knowledge. 

A HAPPY  MARRIAGE. 

In  due  time  they  were  married,  moved  to  Aurora,  N.  Y,t 
and  set  up  housekeeping  in  a small  house,  Mr.  Fill' 
more  being  its  architect  and  carpenter. 

She  at  once  resumed  her  teaching  with  her  house- 
keeping, while  her  hiLsband  practiced  his  profession  of 
law,  untrammelled  by  household  needs,  for  his  wife  sup- 
plied all  domestic  demands. 

Two  3"ears  later  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature.  In  these  first  3"ears  of  struggle  with  pov- 
erty and  increasing  cares  they  never  faltered,  no  dut}" 
was  a burden.  Thus,  hand  in  hand,  they  worked  to- 
gether and  rose  from  obscurity  to  eminence. 

In  this  little  cottage,  in  a country  village,-  her  moral 
and  affectionate  nature  broadened.  But  no  dream  of 
the  White  House  entered  there,  and  when  it  came  as  a 
part  of  her  life,  she  would  have  preferred  the  seclusion 
of  her  own  home,  which  was  far  dearer  to  her  than  all 
the  glitter  and  adulation  that  awaited  them. 

, She  entered  the  White  House  with  the  same  self-pos- 
session for  which  she  had  been  conspicuous  in  her  hum- 
ble home.  In  stature  she  was  above  the  medium  hight, 
her  form  was  symmetrical,  with  complexion  delicately 
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fair,  laughing  blue  e3’es,  bright  auburn,  curling  hair, 
and  a fascinating  and  dignified  manner. 

The  first  great  want  that  met  Mrs.  Fillmore  when  she 
entered  the  Wiiite  llouse  was  that  of  books,  for  not  one 
was  found  tlierein.  ThiwS,  to  one  of  her  tastes  and  habits, 
was  a great  deprivation. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  for  an  appropriation  b3"  Congress, 
which  was  granted.  The  library  at  the  White  House 
was  thus  inaugurated.  We  are  told  that  in  this  room 
'Mrs,  Fillmore  surrounded  herself  with  little  home  com- 
forts. Here  her  daughter  had  her  piano,  harp,  and 
guitar.  The3"  received  the  informal  visits  of  the  friends 
they  loved;  and,  for  them,  the  real  enjoyment  and  pleas- 
ure of  the  White  House  was  within  this  room. 

She  was  alwa^’s  present  at  public  receptions  and  state 
dinners  when  her  health  would  permit,  and,  probabhg 
at  no  time  during  the  Administration  was  she  so  happy 
as  on  the  3d  of  IMarch,  1853,  when  the  official  term  was 
ended.  A journe}"  had  been  planned  through  the  South- 
ern Slates,  but  a few  da^^s  previous  to  the  da\^  set  for 
their  departure  she  was  taken  suddenly  ill,  and  died  at 
Willard's  Hotel  in  March,  1853. 

It  is  said  of  Mr.  Fillmore's  devotion  to  his  wife  that 
he  carefulA  preserved  every  line  she  ever  wrote  to  him, 
and  that  he  could  never  destroy  even  the  little  notes  she 
sent  him  on  business  to  his  office. 

AN  UNPOPULAR  MEASURE. 

' ' Mr.  Fillmore  lost  the  support  of  a ver\^  large  propor- 
tion of  his  parh''  in  the  Northern  States  b}^^  signing  the 
Fugitive  Slave  law.  That  can  truthfulW  be  said  to  be 
the  onW  unpopular  measure  of  his  Administration.  His 
purih"  as  a public  man  was  unquestionable.  It  is  a pit\^ 
that  the  ghost  of  a second  term  will  lure  men  on  to  favor 
measures  of  polic\"  rather  than  principle;  but  it  so 
often  proves  to  be  the  death-knell  of  their  political  careers 
that  the  safety  of  tlie  country  is  not  jeopardized. 

During  his  Administration  Congress  made  an  appro- 
priation for  the  extension  of  the  Capitol,  according  to 
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a plan  offered  by  the  President.  This  plan  was  given 
in  1^  51.  Two  Aving's  were  to  be  added  to  the  previous 
edifice,  connected  b\^  corridors. 

The  cornerstone  was  laid  July  4 b}’  the  President's 
own  hands,  with  imposing;  ceremonies.  The  great  as- 
sembly was  addressed  hy  Daniel  Webster.  The  Presi- 
dent was  assisted  in  la3nng  the  cornerstone  b\"  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Alasoiiic  Lodge  of  Alexandria,  who  wore 
the  same  regalia  and  used  the  gavel  which  Washington 
had  used  58  3’ears  before  in  la3dng  the  cornerstone  of  the 
original  edifice.  There  can  be  seen,  also,  in  the  rooms 
of  Washington  Lodge,  Alexandria,  the  candle-sticks 
that  were  carried  in  the  procession. 

It  was  during  President  Fillmore's  Administration 
that  the  great  Henr3"  Cla3^  breathed  his  last,  June  29, 
1852.  He  died  at  the  National  Hotel,  where  he  had  long 
made  his  home. 

B3^  his  death  the  countr3"  lost  one  of  its  most  eminent 
citizens  and  statesmen,  and  probably  its  greatest  genius. 

The  histor3^  of  this  coimtr3"  could  not  be  written  with- 
out weaving  into  it  the  stor\^  of  Henr3^  Cla3"'s  services 
as  a statesman,  for  they  are  inseparabl3^  connected  with 
it.  The  true  historian  vrill  find  ample  material  to  fill 
pages  of  American  histor3^  with  the  thoughts  and  actions 
of  this  man.  The  record  tvill  pass  from  generation  to 
generation  as  a portion  of  our  National  inheritance, 
incapable  of  being  destro\'ed,  as  long  as  genius  has  an 
admirer,  or  libert3'  a friend. 

Mar3^  Clemmer  with  graceful  touch  has  left  this  pen- 
picture  of  the  daughter  of  the  President,  i\Iar3'  Abigail 
Fillmore: 

"She  was  the  rarest  and  most  exquisite  President's 
daughter  that  ever  shed  sunshine  in  the  White  House. 
She  survived  her  mother  but  one  year,  d3nng  of  cholera 
at  the  age  of  22;  \mt  her  memor3^  is  a benison  to  all  3mung 
American  women,  especial W to  those  surrounded  b3^  the 
allurements  of  societ3"  and  high  station. 

"She  was  not  onW  the  mistress  of  nian3'"  accomplish- 
ments, but  possessed  a thoroughly  practical  education. 
She  was  trained  at  home,  at  Mrs.  Sedgwick's  school  in 


•‘■’■'I 


■ ^ ■ ■ -• 

,iT>rvbr?^.x'>d/.  lu 

„.  ..  " 7'  ■ ' 

:}-:Qj’rVV..}in^>3  Oils  ^ ’ 

..,>,...xo/r  7-iU  n’  .*'.v.;,^  Jl^■x 

.--;  .-r-l 


vcT 

omT.  1’ 


i-f- 

■"n 


[6  c '■  ^ 

’wr  7<- 

■ i -knd.  c^^5n 
■.  I fur 


■;.c  vhxtl*^ 

'"'ji''  \ 

■:  •' i :.'?;i/J;:j. 
■ti  7',;‘t  - 


'ii7 


•,,.J1‘  : ,,,, 


■;>.  ■ '-'-7  ■^-  . •■ 
'■  ’ 1>. 


-*rf 


HIX]MOKE,  PIEKCE,  AXD  BUCHANAN, 


127 


Lenox,  Mass.,  and  was  graduated  at  the  State  Normal 
School,  New  York,  as  a teacher,  and  taught  in  the  public 
schools  in  Bullalo.  She  was  a French,  German,  and 
Spanish  scholar;  was  proficient  in  music,  and  an  ama- 
teur sculptor. 

"She  was  the  rarest  type  of  woman,  in  whom  was  blend- 
ed, in  perfect  proportion,  masculine  judgment  and  femi- 
nine tenderness.  In  her  was  combined  intellectual  force, 
vivacity  of  temperament,  genuine  sensibility,  and  deep 
tenderness  of  heart.  Words  can  not  tell  what  such  a 
nature  and  such  an  intelligence  would  be  if  called  to 
preside  over  the  social  life  of  the  Nation's  house.  She 
used  her  opportunities  as  the  President's  daughter  to 
minister  to  others.  She  clung  to  all  her  old  friends,  with- 
out any  regard  to  their  position  in  life.  Her  time  and 
talents  were  devoted  to  their  happiness.  She  was  con- 
stantly thinking  of  some  little  surprise,  some  gift,  some 
journey,  some  pleasure  by  which  she  could  contribute 
to  the  happiness  of  others. 

"After  the  death  of  her  miother  she  went  to  the  desolate 
home  of  her  father  and  brother,  and,  emulating  the  ex- 
ample of  that  mother,  relieved  her  father  of  all  house- 
hold care.  Her  domestic  and  social  qualities  equalled 
her  intellectual  powers.  She  gathered  all  her  early 
friends  about  her;  she  consecrated  herself  to  the  happi- 
ness of  her  father  and  brother;  she  filled  her  home  with 
sunshine.  With  scarcely  an  hour's  warning  the  final 
summons  came.  'Blessing  she  was,  God  made  her  so'; 
'and  in  her  passed  awa^’  one  of  the  rarest  of  tooting  Ameri- 
can women." 

The  night  of  the  3d  of  larch,  1853,  found  the  Capital 
in  an  uproar  with  bands  of  music,  thunder  of  guns,  and 
the  heavens  bright  with  fireworks.  The  closing  hours 
of  Congress  brought  the  same  rush,  push,  and  confusion 
worse  confounded  that  too  often  distinguished  the  Capi- 
tal upon  these  occasions. 

Sleepers  and  loungers  upon  the  couches  and  in  the 
ante-rooms  were  hauled  in  in  time  to  vote  vrhen  a bill  was 
up.  Through  the  blue  tobacco  atmosphere  Congress- 
men could  be  discerned,  here  and  there,  who  had  held 
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their  positions  for  hours  in  hopes  of  recognition.  The 
hands  of  the  clock  pointed  to  12,  the  gavel  fell,  and  with 
it  the  hopes  of  inan\\  The  40th  Congress  was  a thing 
of  the  past.  The  President  was  biis\^  signing  bills  until 
the  small  hours.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  the  city 
was  alive  with  preparations  for  the  inauguration  of 
President  Pierce. 

GLIMPSES  OF  SEVERAL  PRESIDENTS. 

The  nomination  of  Franklin  Pierce  for  the  Presidency 
was  as  much  a surprise  to  him  as  to  the  leaders  of  his 
part}^  In  the  rivalry'  between  such  political  aspirants 
as  James  Buchanan,  Lewis  Cass,  AVilliam  L.  Alarcy, 
and  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  the  nomination  of  so  unag- 
gressive  a politician  as  Franklin  Pierce  had  not  been 
anticipated  or  thought  of  b}"  either  of  them. 

At  the  Convention  held  in  Baltimore  June  12,  1852, 
on  the  49th  ballot  F'ranklin  Pierce  was  made  the  nomi- 
nee. 

Party  discipline  was  at  its  high!  in  those  da}^s,  and 
at  the  election  in  November  he  received  the  vote  of  every 
State  but  four. 

Flis  life  had  been  a busy  one.  Entering  into  politics, 
lie  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  when  25  years  old,  and 
elected  .Speaker  two  years  afterwards.  He  was  sent  to 
Congress  in  1833,  and  to  the  United  States  Senate  in 
1837,  barety  eligible  to  that  position.  The  same  lucky 
star  attended  him  through  the  iMexican  War,  and  now' 
crowned  him  with  the  Presidency.  In  all  these  positions 
he  had  discharged  his  duty  with  much  credit  to  himself 
and  his  country;  but  he  was  not  a great  man,  notwith- 
standing his  phenomenal  success. 

His  Inauguration  was  attended  with  much  pomp  and 
ceremony,  on  account  of  the  military  glory  won  in  the 
Mexican  War. 

With  marshals  and  music,  cheers  and  handkerchiefs. 
Ministers  in  court  glitter.  Congressmen  and  civilians, 
the  new  President  was  inaugurated.  The  night  was 
brilliant  with  balls  and  merry-rnaldng. 


riLLMOKE,  PIEECE,  AND  BUCHANAN.  1-29 

i\Irs.  l^ferce  entered  the  White  House  bearini:^  the  birr- 
den  of  a great  sorrow.  Just  previous  to  her  husband's 
election. she  had  witnessed  her  only  child,  a bright  boy 
.of  12,  crushed  to  death  in  a railroad  accident. 

Under  this  bereavement  and  in  delicate  health  she 
entered  the  Vv  hite  House;  but  during  her  residence  there 
her  grief  did  not  interfere  vrith  her  duties,  socially  or 
officially.  She  met  the  demands  of  the  White  House 
with  grace  and  dignity. " There  was  innate  repose  and 
gentleness  in  her  manner.  When  she  left  she  was  re- 
vered and  loved  by  all  who  had  ever  come  under  the 
influence  of  her  gentle  and  exquisite  nature. 

So  passive  and  timid  was  President  Pierce  political^, 
that  he  left  the  Presidential  chair  without  having  ad- 
vocated a single  measure  or  done  aught  to  solve  the 
vexed  problems  that  were  rapidly  approaching  solution, 
leaving  to  his  unfortunate  successor,  James  f3uchananj 
a legacy  of  inextricable  troubles. 

il!  fti  tjt 

In  going  back  to  the  shadowy  days  that  hung  over 
this  Republic  during  the  Administration  of  President 
Buchanan,  we  cannot  touch  upon  a page  of  its  history 
without  bringing  a pang  to  the  heart  of  every  true  patriots 
But  there  was  a rift  in  the  clouds  even  then,  for  Harriet 
Lane  was  the  presiding  genius  of  the  White  House,  and 
never  since  the  da3"s  of  Airs.  John  Quincy^  Adams  had 
the  Executive  ^Mansion  been  presided  over  with  such 
elegance  and  grace. 

It  was  a position  which  Miss  Lane  sustained  with 
credit  to  herself  and  honor  to  her  country.  She  became 
an  orphan  at  an  earW  age,  and  was  adopted  hy  her  uncle, 
James  Buchanan.  From  the  time  siie  grew^  to  woman- 
hood their  fortunes  were  united;  all  tlie  honors  bestowed 
upon  James  Buchanan  were  reflected  upon  the  niece, 
and  additional  luster  was  given  to  both  by  the  grace  and 
virtue  for  which  IMiss  Lane  was  pre-eminently  distin- 
guished. 

When  Mr.  Buchanan  was  made  ATinister  to  the  Court 
of  St.  James  by  President  Pierce,  Miss  Lane  accom- 
panied him  and  disj^cnsed  the  liosx)italities  of  the 
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ministerial  mansion.  She  was  g realty  adiiYired  m 
European  Court  circles,  and  by  her  dignit3"  of  demeanor 
and  surpassing  loveliness  won  the  admiration  and 
respect  of  Queen  Victoria  and  the  heart  of  many  an 
Englisliman. 

When  Harriet  Lane  was  a simple  country  girl  in  the 
quiet  tovm  of  Lancaster,  little  did  she  dream  of  the  future 
in  store  for  her.  When,  as  a child,  she  wandered  at  will 
over  the  hills  and  meadow-lands  of  her  childhood’s  home, 
she  little  thought  and  much  less  anticipated  a da\^  when 
she  would  be  tlie  companion  of  monarchs,  or  the  pre- 
siding genius  over  the  household  of  the  man  chosen  to  be 
the  head  of  this  great  Vation.  Yet  all  this  came  to  pass 
in  the  course  of  events,  and  the  Republican  Government 
was  not  compromised  when  the  Lancaster  maiden  became 
•the  cynosure  for  ever\-  eye  as  mistres  of  the  White  liouse. 

A stor}"  is  told  of  her  generous  nature,  that  when  quite 
a lass  she  one  day  shocked  Hie  staid  propriety-  of  her 
uncle,  who  discovered  her  trudging  through  the  streets 
of  Lancaster  with  a wheelbarrow  loaded  with  wood  and 
coal,  which  she  was  taking  to  an  old  woman  at  the  edge 
of  the  village,  who,  she  had  learned,  was  in  want;  and 
notwithstanding  her  uncle’s  '‘Alas!  alas!  what  shall  I do 
with  that  child?”  he  was  more  proud  than  angr\^  that 
it  was  in  her  heart  to  do  it. 

She  was  a blonde,  her  e\^es  deep  violet, ' her  hair 
golden,  her  features  classic  and  beautiful  in  expres- 
sion; she  had  a commanding  form,  and  every  movement 
was  grace. 

The  White  House  in  all  its  appointments  and  decora- 
tions was  individualized  to  a degree  never  surpassed. 

To  descant  upon  the  motives  of  men  and  weigh  their 
characters,  as  developed  in  those  cla3"s,  is  foreign  to  our 
purpose.  It  is  not  for  us  to  compare  the  course  pursued 
b3^  one  part\"  with  that  of  the  other.  Posterity  will  draw 
the  line  between  them. 

The  virtues  whicli  have  ennoliled  our  countr3",  and  the 
errors  which  have  disgraced  it,  will  stand  out  in  bold 
relief  upon  that  scroll,  when  the  pen  of  histor3^  traces  the 
images  of  the  past,  in  their  glor3'  and  in  their  infamy. 
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PRINCE  OF  WALES  A ^^SITOIL,- 

In  all  the  troublesome  days  that  came  into  President 
Buchanan's  Administration,  when  he  was  harassed  on 
all  sides,  when  his  official  life  was  beset  by  foes  v/rthout 
and  foes  within,  ]\Iiss  Lane  held  herself  aloof  from  all 
animosities,  and  with  true  womanly  dignity  maintaiaed 
her  position.  ' 

When  the  land  was  tilled  with  passion  and  discord, 
she  was  faithful  to  the  Action;  and  when  the  hour  came 
to  lay  aside  the  honors  of  the  White  House,  vshe  lehl  it 
carr^dng  with  her  her  countiy^’s  respect  and  love. 

The  closing  months  of  President  Buchanan's  Admm- 
istration  were  made  conspicuous  in  sundrj-^  ways.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  was  entertained  at  the  'WTiite  House  as 
a private  gentleman,  but  in  a manner  grateful  to  Queen 
Victoria,  as  the  following  extract  from  her  letter  to  the 
President  will  show: 

'^Windsor  Castle,  Nov.  19,  i860. 

GOOD  Friend:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  has 
afforded  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  containing,  as  it  does, 
such  kind  expressions  with  regard  to  my  son,  and 
assuring  me  that  the  character  and  object  of  his  visit 
to  yon  and  the  United  States  has  been  fully  appreciated. 
He  can  not  sufficiently  praise  the  great  cordiality  with 
which  he  has  been  everywhere  greeted  in  ^mur  country-', 
and  the  friendly  manner  with  wliich  you  have  received 
him.  And  whilst,  as  a mother,  I am  most  grateful  for 
the  kindness  shown  him,  I feel  impelled,  at  the  same 
time,  to  express  how  deeply  I have  been  touched  by.  the 
many  demonstrations  of  affection  personally  toward 
myself,  which  his  presence  has  called  forth. 

"1  fully  reciprocate  toward  your  Affition  the  feelings 
thus  made  uppermost,  and  look  upon  them  as  forming 
an  important  link  to  connect  two  Aations  of  kindred 
origin  and  character,  whose  mutual  esteem  and  friend- 
ship must  always  have  so  material  an  .influence  upon 
their  respective  development  and  prosperity.'' 
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A Peace'  Convention  assembled  in  Washington,  Feb. 
4,  iS6l,  at  Vvhich  ex-President  John  T3der  was  chosen 
Chainnan. 

Aftci'  a session  of  three  weeks  they  laid  before  Congress 
a series  of  proposed  amendments  to  tlie  Constitution,  all 
of  which  Congress  rejected,  and  another  amendment  was 
recomniended  by  the  blouse. 

During  all  tliis  controversy  the  Cabinet  of  Mr.  Buc- 
* hanan  was  perplexed  and  disturbed  on  the  subject  of 
reinforcing  the  farts  in  Charleston  Plarbor,  which  ended 
in  a dismembered  Cabinet,  and  in  this  confusion  the 
/uiministration  of  James  Buchanan  ended. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

THE  PEOPLE’S  REPRESENTATIVE. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  A MAN  TRIED  AS  BT  FIRE— MRS.  LINCOLN’S 
AMBITION— CROI\Es*INa  GRIEF  OF  ALL— ANDREW  JOHNSON 
INAUGURATED  PRESIDENT — MRS.  PATTERSON  AND  MS> 
STOVER  PRESIDE  OVER  THE  WHITE  HOUSE— CITY  THRONGED 
WITH  NOTABLE  PEOPLE — GEN.  ULY’SSES  S.  GRANT  INAUGU- 
RATED—BRILLIANT  PROCESSION— SPECTACLE  IN  THE  SENATE^ 
EXTRAORDINARY  SCENES  AT  INAUGLTElAIi  BALL— NELLIE 
XIRANT’S  WEDDING. 

Step  1^’  step  Abraham  Lincoln  walked  before  the  peo* 
pie,  their  true  representative.  If  he  was  ever  slow  in 
movement  it  was  because  the  pulse  of  the  people  beat 
slow.  Ke  cpiickened  liis  step  to  theirs.  He  was  ra> 
equivocally  a public  man,  and  in  his  daily  routine  the 
pulse  of  his  heart  was  the  indicator  of  the  heart  tlirobs 
of  twenty  millions,  and  when  he  talked  it  was  the  articu^ 
lation  of  the  thought  of  all  these. 

If  ever  a man  was  tried  as  by  fire  it  v/as  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Slander,  ridicule,  and  resistance  did  their 
best,  but  an  extraordinary^  fortune  attended  him.  Lord 
Bacon  say^s  '"Manifest  virtues- procure  reputation;  occult 
ones  fortune”;  but  he  was  carried  on  into  the  whirlwmd 
of  war,  and  when  he  had  taken  the  helm  of  tlie  old  Ship 
of  State  the  pilot  found  himself  in  the  midst  of  a tornado. 

During  the  four  years  of  battle  and  strife  bus  endurance 
was  unbounded,  his  courage  undaunted.  By  bus  hu-  ‘ 
manity  and  largeness  of  soul,  by^  his  benevolence  and 
justice,  he  meted  out  to  others  as  he  would  have  tliem  give 
tahim.  He  was  the  grand,  heroic  figure,  the  center  of  ail 
hope,  and  towards  him  were  turned  the  eyes  and  hearts 
of  all  those  who  loved  their  country. 

His  great,  tolerant  nature  made  him  accessible  to  all, 
and  niany^  a broken-hearted  mother  and  sister  can  attest 
Ms  good  nature;  and  that  down-trodden  race  that  was 
tlirown  on  liis  compassion  is  a living  testimony  to  the 
touching  tejaderness  with  wliicli  he  treated  its  peopM 
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No  man  is  the  author  of  a greater  number  of  clever 
and  witty  sayings.  His  speeches  and  messages  are 
filled  with  common  sense  and  deep  foresight.  They  are 
humane  in  every  tone  and  loftv  in  expression.  AVhen 
he  said,  ‘'Every  man  has  a right  to  be  equal  with  every 
other  man/’  he  translated  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
anew. 

His  speecli  at  Gettysburg  has  no  equal  in  modern 
language.  His  second  Inaugural  will  go  down  into  the 
ages  as  a masterpiece  of  thought.  No  statesman  ever 
littered  words  stamped  with  the  seal  of  so  deep  a wisdom 
and  so  true  a simplicit}^. 

- IJNCOLN’S  "second  INAUGURAL. 

We  shall  never  forget  the  impressions  of  that  scene. 
The  rain  had  poured  incessantly,  the  sun  had  been  hidden 
3*11  the  morning  behind  a heavy  sk}^  and  just  as  the  tall, 
slim  form  of  i\Ir.  Lincoln  appeared  in  the  east  door  of  the 
Capitol,  learning  on  the  arm  of  Chief  Justice  Chase,  the 
sun  broke  through  the  clouds,  lighting  up  the  pale,  sad 
face  of  the  President.  “Blessed  omen!’'  cried  a hundred 
voices.  The  multitude  caught  the  enthusiasm,  and 
cheer  after  cheer  rang  through  the  "air,  while  the  band 
played  “Hail  to  the  Chief." 

After  i\Ir.  Chase  had  repeated  the  oath,  IMr.  Lincoln 
stepped  toward,  and,  in  a clear,  stentorian  voice,  deliv- 
ered his  address;  and  Vvdien  this  passage  was  uttered, 
“With  malice  towards  none,  with  charity  for  all,  with 
firmness  in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right, 
let  us  strive  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in,  to  bind  up  the 
Nation's  wounds,  to  care  for  those  v.dio  shall  have  borne 
the  battle,  and  for  .their  widows  and  orphans;  and  with 
ail  this,  let  us  sk'ive  after  a just  and  lasting  peace  among 
ourselves  and  with  all  Nations,"  every  voice  was  hushed, 
and  from  every  patriotic  heart  the  i)ra\xr  went  forth, 
'‘God  bless  our  President." 

It  is  well  known  that  a.  plot  was  rife  for  the  assassination 
of  Abraliam  Lincoln  that  da\q  but  for  reasons  known  to 
those  in  the  secret,  the  plan  miscarried.  I\Ir.  Henry 


if- 


■ ■ ■■  ■*  ' '' ' 

4;;/;:v  ;i,  .'■.'•■■■  ,'30 

■ ' ■ , . , ' k . . . ••  w'  ' 

-t  '^''y''f',.\:r^y  ')n 


I ■-  ■ . . 


:>  : :.;  f 


; 'I 

d i?! 


h'.'Uj  :K;' 

W (. . ,/■'.  ;i  ; M ; f . ^ 


m 


lo.  &/it>£&4SS. 


n.f 


-f  ^&ij*  ’^rrs  ;■  ’ 

lo  :iuob  )r . m 


j4«  .iiS-cO  3UJJ2W{,  W 

.bate  ■;( 


. Hgu . ■I^|8f..^.l.  ‘.- 1'  I. , U wpyi.  II , Iipi.i|iji 


LINCOI^K,  JOHNSON,  AND  GRANT, 


ISO 


Elliott  Johnston,  of  Baltimore,  (who  afterward  married 
Harriet  Lane,)  gave  friendly  advice  to  a party  in  v.-hich 
vre  were  numbered,  not  to  venture  upon  the  grand  stand 
during  the  Inaugural  ceremonies;  that  he  had  written 
i^Iiss  Lane,  who  was  in  Washington,  that  he  knew  the 
plan  was  ripe  for  i\Ir.  Lincoln’s  assassination,  and  unless 
some  unforeseen  force  interrupted,  there  would  be  bloody 
work  that  da^n  A small  matter  changed  that  plan;  but 
the  demon  only  lay  dormant,  biding  the  time  when  the 
nefarious  scheme  could  be  carried  out. 

The  Inaugural  ceremonies  over,  the  next  grand  fea.ture 
of  the  day  was  the  President's  levee.  The  crowd  entered 
the  While  House  grounds  at  the  west  gate,  on  Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue.  It  took  two  hours  to  reach  tlie  portico  of 
the  house.  It  looked  as  though  all  the  world  was  going 
to  see  the  President.  Once  having  passed  the  portals,  we 
were  ushered  into  the  Blue  Room,  where  the  reception 
was  in  progress,  and  as  we  took  the  hand  of  the  President, 
and  for  the  last  time  looked  into  that  sad  face,  the  ex- 
pression from  those  deep,  dark-blue  eyes,  with  their  far- 
away look,  will  never  be  blotted  from  memory. 

We  passed  on  to  klrs.  Lincoln  and  the  others  receiving, 
tlirough  the  Green  Room  and  the  Red  Room  into  the 
famous  East  Room,  making  way  for  the  surging  masses 
that  followed.  Llours  passed  and  still  they  came; 
diplomats,  officers  of  the  army  and  nanw,  soldiers 
and'  civilians,  each  one  eager  to  pa\^  homage  to  the  great 
man  who  was  carrying  the  burdens  of  twenty  millions 
of  people. 

At  last  the  doors  were  closed,  the  multitude  had  melted 
away,  quiet  reigned  in  Yvmshington;  strife,  grief,  fears 
and  red  battlefields  were  for  tlie  time  forgotten.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  President  of  this  glorious  Republic  for 
the  second  time,  and  the  people  still  had  hope. 

The  world  knows  what  followed.  He  lived  to  see  Lee's 
army  surrender,  to  conquer  public  opinion  in  England, 
France,  and  his  own  loved  countiy.  He  lived  long 
enough  to  enact  the  greatest  beneficence  that  man  ever 
made  to  fellow-man,  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Perhaps  the  country  needed  an  imperishable  grief  to 
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touch  Its  inmost  feelings.  Abraham  Lincoln  fell  a mar- 
tyr to  lire  cause  for  which  lie  fought. 

As  the  fearful  tidings  traveled  over  mountain  and  sea, 
into  every  palace  and  hamlet  of  the  land,  a deep  darkness 
settled  upon  the  minds  of  all  good  men.  Old  as  histor}" 
is,  and  manifold  as  are  its  tragedies,  never  has  a death 
caused  more  pain,  more  anxiety,  or  greater  regret.  But 
from  the  shadow  of  this  uncalculated  eclipse  came  accla- 
mations of  praise  for  the  life  he  had  lived  and  the  good  he 
had  accomplished. 

We  have  not  touched  upon  the  domestic  life  in  the  Wliite ' 
House.  It  was  tilled  with  lights  and  shadows.  The 
golden  maxim  of  President  Lincoln,  "With  malice  toward 
none,  with  charity  for  all,”  had  not  grown  bright  with  use 
by  the  people,  for  it  if  had,  the  air  would  not  have  been 
filled  with  criticism  of  the  President  and  his  family.  We 
look  back  upon  the  ignora.nce  of  a gullible  public  as  be- 
yond comprehension  in  the  19th  centur^y  so  rapid W ac- 
cepted vrere  the  exaggerated  stories  concerning  the  ignor- 
ance and  illiteracy  of  the  President  and  his  wife.  Had 
they  lived  in  the  Fiji  Islands  they  could  not  have  known 
less  of  the  truth. 

Yirs.  Lincoln's  education  was  above  the  average  stand- 
ard, and  she  was  a well-born,  cultured  woman.  Her 
levees  were  brilliant,  and  the  multitudes  that  assembled 
there  were  received  in  an  elegant  and  dignified  manner. 

The  impression  she  made  upon  strangers  can  be  under- 
stood by  an  extract  from  a letter  written  by  a distinguished 
foreigner: 

"She  performed  her  part  of  the  honors  in  response  to  the 
ovation  paid  her,  as  well  as  to  her  husband,  with  that 
propriety  which  consistently  blends  all  the  graces  with  a 
reserved  dignity,  and  is  much  more  becoming  the  wife 
of  a Republican  President  than  aii}"  attempt  to  ape  the 
haughW  manner  of  European  courts.” 

The  death  of  her  beautiful  bo}',  Willie,  and  the  crown- 
ing grief  of  all,  the  untimely  and  horrible  taking  oil  of  her 
husband,  was  the  last  stroke;  the  shattered  brain  thence- 
forth gave  but  echoes  of  lost  harmonies. 
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Abraham  Lincoln  was  assassinated  April  14,'  and 
Andrew  Johnson  assumed  the  authority  v.diicji,  by  tlie 
Constitution,  devolved  upon  him.  Had  the  conspiracy 
been  carried  out,  vdiich  it  had  taken  months  to  so  care- 
fully plan,  there  would  have  been  no  head  of  the  Gove’  n- 
ment  left,  and  yet  the  Republic  would  have  lived.  A 
Nation  that  could  so  successfully  caryy  on  such  a war, 
would  have  gone  peacefully  to  work  to  re-establish  order 
' with  the  pliant  adaptability  to  circumstances  and  the 
respect  for  law  which  so  eminently  characterize  the  native- 
born  American.  The  machinerj/  of  tlie  state  worked  as 
well  and  as  steadily  in  its  accustomed  grooves  as  ever^ 
and  the  foundations  of  the  Republic  vverc  not  shaken. 

The  gloom  which  oversprea.d  hVashington  after  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  assassina.tion,  and  the  mourning  of  its 
people,  was  followed  by  a sudden  reaction.  ' But  few 
months  had  passed  before  gayety  resumed  its  former 
sway  at  the  National  Capital.  The  Winter  of  1866  was 
never  surpassed  in  brilliant  entertainments.  The  long 
years  of  war  had  hung  like  a pall  over  societ\v  When  the 
cloud  lifted,  and  peace  again  reigned  over  the  land,  all 
hearts  were  filled  with  new  hopes  and  aspirations,  a.nd 
io\^  and  rherry-making  became  the  order  of  the  dajv 

Airs.  Jolmson  was  an  invalid,  and  the  honors  and 
duties  of  the  White  Idouse  were  perfomied  by  her  daugh- 
ters, ?vlrs.  Patterson,  wdfe  of  Senator  Patterson,  of  Tern 
nessee,  and  Airs.  Stover,  a widow. 

The  YChite  House  presented  a forlorn  appearance  when 
they  entered  it.  The  four  years  of  war  had  left  their 
mark  everyvrhere.  Soldiers  had  iiad  unlimited  sway 
through  all  the  lower  rooms;  guards  had  made  llie  rooms 
into  lodging  apartments,  until  carpets  and  .sofas  were 
ruined.  Add  to  this  the  immense  throng  of  pcop-Ie  who 
continually  crowded  the  President's  House,  and  it  is  no  . 
wonder  that  the  furnilure  was  literally  \v-orn  out. 

The  first  levee  was  held  Jan.  I,  1066.  There  had  licen 
no  appropriation  from  Congre-ss  to  put  the  house  in  be- 
coming order;  but  here  and  there  were  touches  of  improve- 
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ment  that  plainly  told  of  woman^s  handiwork;  order  had 
been  brought  out  of  chaos.  Clean  linen  covered  the  floor 
of  the  East  Room;  flowers  were  in  abundance;  children 
added  an  additional  tint  to  the  kaleidoscope;  cleanliness 
and  good  cheer  made  the  change  as  apparent  as  it  was 
marvellous. 

Ivirs.  Patterson  was  dressed  in  a black  velvet  dress,  a 
shawl  of  v'hite  thread  lace  falling  over  her  shoulders,  and 
point-lace  collar.  Her  hair  was  adorned  with  a single 
white  japonica.  She  was  simple  and  unaffected  in  her, 
manner.  The  3’ounger  sister,  i\Irs.  Stover,  who  was  in 
mourning  for  her  husband,  who  had  died  in  the  Union 
arm}",  wore  a heavy  black  silk  with  no  ornaments. 

During  the  Spring  an  appropriation  of  $30,000  was 
made  by  Congress  to  refurnish  the  Executive  Mansion. 
Faithfulh"  and  conscientious^  did  i^Jrs.  Patterson  spend 
tiie  Summer  superintending  the  renovation  of  the  house. 

The  pure  taste  of  I\Iartha  Patterson  was  fulhc  exempli- 
fied in  the  delicate  and  graceful  blending  of  colors,  in  all 
the  rooms,  of  furniture,  carpets,  hangings  and  wall 
decorations. 

The  old  home  of  the  Presidents  blossomed  again  like  the 
rose,  and  the  plain  people  from  Tennessee  were  its  pre-, 
siding  geniuses. 

' The  state  dinners  given  by  President  Johnson  were 
never  surpassed  in  elegance  or  st\"le.  The  honor  and 
dignit}^  due  the  Nation  lost  nothing  in  the  hands  of  these 
people  of  Democratic  siinplicit}-.  The}"  fully  understood 
what  was  required  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
^nd  were  eq^iial  to  a iy  emergency. 

SOCIETY  VERY  GAY. 

Society  at  large  was  launched  into  an  atmosphere  of 
gayety.  Besides  the  receptions  Wednesdays  and  Fri- 
days by  the  la.dies  of  the  White  House,  exclusive  of  the 
president's  levees,  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  and 
officials  generally,  held  weekly  receptions. 

Gen.  and  Airs.  Grant,  at  their  home  in  Georgetown, 
gave  brilliant  receptions.  The  French  Aiinister,  the 
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I\Iarquis  cle  Montholon,  occupied  the  house  of  ?dr.  Cor- 
coran, and  when  the  piping  times  of  peace  again  brought 
joy  into  every  household,  even  the  foreign  Embassador 
rejoiced  as  well. 

The  cit}’'  was  thronged  with  the  ^most  notable  people 
from  the  \Vest  and  Xorth,  and  it  was  difficult  for  all  to 
find  an  evening  disengaged.  It  had  been  man^’  years 
since  Washington  had  had  a Winter  of  such  gayety.  It 
was  in  the  Winter  of  iS66  that  Aladame  Le  Vert,  with  her 
daughters,  came  to  Washington.  It  was  said  of  her  that 
Mie  often  attended  a half  dozen  receptions  in  the  day  and 
three  or  four  parties  at  night. 

AVhatever  criticism  was  made  upon  Andrew  Johnson 

as  President,  the  household,  like  Cesar’s  wife,  was  above 

suspicion.  A purer  atmosphere  never  existed  in  the 

White  House  than  during  this  Administration.  The 

noble  women  of  his  famih^  went  back  to  their  homes  tvitli 

names  untarnished,  and  in  loving  benediction  the  people 

said:*'* Ye  have  served  us  well.” 

\ 

A SOLDIER  IN 'THE  WHITE  HOUSa 

]\ larch  the  3d,  1869,  found  quite  as  many  people  in 
Washington  a.s  conjointly  vdtnessed  and  participated  in 
the  Grand  Review  of  the  troops  of  Grant  and  Sherman  in 
1865.  Eight  years  before  the  people,  in  almost  breathless 
silence,  waited  to  see  what  Buchanan  would  not  and  what 
]\Ir.  Lincoln  would  do.  At  the  Review  the  people  had 
grown  quiet  in  an  enthusiasm  which  began  with  the  fall 
of  Richmond  and  ended  with  the  surrender  of  Johnston. 
But  no  breathless  silence  reigned  in  Washington,  March 
3,  1869;  neither  was  there  any  lack  of  enthusiasm  at  the 
Capjital.  The  streets,  the  hotels,  the  halls  of  Congress, 
the  corndors  of  the  Capitol  were  alive  with  humanity. 

The  ceremonies  of  the  Inauguration  of  Gen.  Grant,  in 
the  main,  were  the  same  as  of  all  the  Presidents  that  had 
gone  before;  but  the  scene  from  the  Capitol  as  the  brilliant 
procession  wound  up  the  Avenue  was  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  ever  witnessed  in  this  coimtry.  Pennsylvania 
Avenue  on  either  side  was  literally  LIkd  wiilr  peop^Ie, 
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moving  up  and  down  like  a restless  sea,  throwing  up  hats 
and  waving  handkerchiefs  in  wildest  confusion.  The 
advancing  column  was  in  striking  contrast  with  its  gay 
flags,  silver  trappings  and  bright  uniforms.  Every 
niche,  portico  and  window  was  filled;  and  not  an  archi- 
tc'ctural  projection  on  the  east  front  of  the  Capitol  but 
held  a larger  or  smaller  specimen  of  humanit\\  Even  the 
monuments,  trees  and  fences  were  black  with  anxious 
lookers-on.  The  soft  landscape,  the  city  spread  out  in 
the  valley  below,  the  winding  Potomac  be\mnd,  the  sea 
of  upturned  faces,  the  glitter  of  muskets  and  the  red 
decorations  of  the  artiller}-',  formed  a picture  beautiful  to 
look  upon  and  one  never  to  be  forgotten. 

The  galleries  in  the  Senate  Chamber  presented  a most 
briiliani  spectacle.  Seats  had  been  reserved  on  the  right 
of  the  Diplomcitic  Gallein^  for  the  wives  of  the  President- 
elect and  of  the  Vice-President-elect  and  their  friends. 

Mrs.  Colfax  made  her  appearance  in  a toilet  of  cuir- 
colored  silk,  white  bonnet  and  green  gloves.  Beside  her 
sat  i\lrs.  and  kliss  Mathews,  !\fr.  Colfax’s  mother  and 
sister,  and  Mrs.  Wade,  who  watched  the  proceedings 
below.  x\Irs.  Grant,  modestly  attired  in  black,  entered 
and  took  tlie  seat  assigned  her,  accompanied  by  her  son 
in  cadet  uniform.  With  intense  interest  the}^  witnessed 
the  Vice-President  take  the  oath. 

The  hours  of  the  40th  Congress  drew  to  a close,  and 
when  the  hands  pointed  to  12  the  door  opened,  and  the 
hero  of  the  day,  clad  in  a neath^-fitting  black  dress  suit, 
entered  miceremonioush^  and  took  the  seat  quietly  pointed 
ou:  to  him,  seemingly  utterl}"  oblivious  of  the  prAung  gaze 
oi  the  thousands  around  him.  He  sustained  himself  with 
dignit3v  sinking  the  individual  in  the  statesman.  He 
knew  the  requirements  of  the  hour  and  fulfdled  thera. 

INAUGURAL  CEREMONY. 

The  eastern  portico  of  the  Capitol  was  occupied  hy  the 
high  officials,  Gen.  Grant  read  iris  Inaugural  address 
and  took  the  oath  of  office  making  him  President  of  the 
L'nited  States.  His  Cabinet  was  as  follows:  Hamilton 
Fish,  of  Xew  York,  Secretary  of  State;  George  S.  Boutwell, 
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of  IMdssachiisetts,  Secretar^^  of  flie  Treasury J Jolm  A, 
Rawlins,  of  Illinois,  Secretary  of  War;  George  TvL  Robe- 
son, of  New  Jersey,  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  Jacob  D.  Cox, 
of  Ohio,  Secretary  of  the  Interior;  J.  A.  J.  Cresv.eli,  of 
Maryland,  Postmaster-General;  Eben  R.  Hoar,  oi 
Massachusetts,  Attorney-General;  all  men  of  cultui*e, 
energetic  action  and  extended  influence. 

The  Inauguration  of  a new  President  must,  to  be  quite 
complete,  be  ushered  in  with  the  pomp  and  parade  of  a 
ball.  Tlie  memoiy  of  the  oldest  inhabitant  runneth  not 
back  to  the  day  when  a new  Administration  was  begun 
‘without  this  time-hallowed  custom,  yet  they  say  there  is 
alwa3's  something  the  matter  with  every  Inaugural  ball. 

The  newh^-completed  north  wing  of  the  Treasury  was 
procured  for  this  one.  Its  broad  corridors  and  spacious 
rooms  gave  promise  of  space  beyond  need.  The  fluted 
granite  pillars  that  had  lain  in  their  wooden  coffins  along 
Penns^dvania  i^venue  for  years  were  in  their  places,  with 
their  heads  pointing  toward  heaven.  On  this  occasion 
the  Fifteenth  street  entrance  was  the  one  used  for  the 
guests.  From  one  of  the  leading  journals  of  the  day  vce 
quote  this  description  of  the  brilHant  scene  presented 
within  and  vrithout  the  building: 

"Radiant  with  color,  glowing  with  light,  brilliant  like 
tropical  flowers  or  the  plumage  of  humming-birds,  and 
ever  shifting  and  var^ung  like  a many-hued  and  con- 
stantly-changing kaleidoscope.  Fair  faces,  lovely  forms, 
|)enetrant  |oerfumes,  distinguished  men,  renowned  iii 
vrar,  statesmanship,  letters,  and  the  other  activities  of 
life,  some  clothed  in  martial  uniforms,  ethers  wearing  the 
orders  and  insignia  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps.  Great 
waves  of  music  pulsated  along  the  corridors,  and  all  went 
merry  as  a marriage  bell.” 

This  is  what  the  ball  might  have  been,  but,  alasj  "1  he 
best  laid  plans  of  mice  and  men  gang  alt  a-gley.  ’ Had 
the  rejx)rter  waited  until  anticipation  had  come  to  full 
fruition,  his  story  would  liave  been  sometliing  lilie  this, 
taken  from  the  pen  of  an  artist  on  the  spot: 

"The  agonies  of  that  ball  can  never  be  written.  There 
. are  mQrta.ls  dead  in  tliclr  graves  because  of  it  ^ There  are 
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mortals  who  still  curse  and  swear  and  sigh  at  the  thought 
of  it.  There  are  diamonds  and  pearls  and  precious  gar- 
ments that  are  lost  to  their  owners  because  of  it.  Tlie 
scenes  in  those  cloak  and  hat-rooms  can  never  be  for- 
gotten by  those  who  witnessed  them.  The  colored  mes- 
sengers, called  from  their  posts'  in  the  Treasur\'  to  do 
duty  in  these  rooms,  received  hats  and  wraps  with  perfect 
felicity,  and  tucked  them  in  loop-holes  as  it  happe-ied. 
But  to  give  them  back,  each  to  the  owner,  was  impossible.” 

UNHAPPY  ENDING  OF  THE  BALL. 

✓ 

.Picture  it!  Six  or  more  thousand  people  clamo’d  g for 
their  clothes.  In  the  end  they  were  all  tumbled  out 
‘"promiscuous”  on  the  floor.  T‘  en  came  the  siege.  A 
few  seized  their  own,  but  many  snatched  other  people's 
garments — anything,  something  to  protect  them  from  the 
pitiless  morning  wind,  which  came  down  with  tlie  bite  of 
death.  Delicate  women,  too  sensitive  to  take  the  property 
of  others,  crouched  in  corners  and  vrept  on  wi^idow-ledges, 
and  there  the  daylight  found  tliem.  Carriages  also  had 
fled  out  of  the  scourging  blast,  and  men  and  women  who 
emerged  from  the  marble  halls  with  very  I’ttle  to  wear 
found  that  they  must  walk  to  tlieir  habitations.  One 
gentleman  walked  to  Capitol  Kill,  nearly  two  miles,  in 
dancing  pumps  and  bareheaded;  another  pcriomied  the 
same  exploit  vrrapped  in  a lad\’'s  sontag. 

Poor  Horace  Greeley,  after  expending  his  wrath  on  the 
stairs,  and  cursin.g  bVashington  anew  as  a place  that 
.should  be  immediateh*  blotted  out  of  the  universe,  strode 
lo  the  hotel  hatless. 

What  was  said  of  the  Israelites  of  old  might  be  said  of 
the  unfortunate  attendants  of  this  imfortunate  ball: 
"'ilungr}'  and  weaiy,  their  souls  fainted  within  them,” 
\ And  the  dancing  was  on  a par  with  the  Barmecide  Feast. 

The  home  of  i6  Presidents  now  became  the  home  of 
Ulysses  S.  Grant. 

Every  Administration  from  that  of  John  Adams  down 
has  brought  its  own. individualism  under  this  roof,  and 
when  you  pass  from  one  historic  room  to  another  eacli  one 
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is  i present  realit3"  since  the  day  that  Abigail  Adams  dried 
her  clothes  in  the  East  Room,  or  D0II3'  Aladison  packed 
oft  fie  state  papers  and  the  portrait  of  Washington  ere  tlie 
Britsh  torch  left  but  blackened  vralls,  or  the  da\^s  v.'heii 
the  ‘Kitchen  Cabinet  made  the  acquaintance  of  tiie 
Soutiern  Portico  Stairway",  or  Harriet  Lane  brought 
again  into  its  drawing-rooms  the  splendor  of  courts  and 
entertained  the  son  of  a Queen. 

And  where  is  the  child  of  America  who  will  forget  the 
lonely  man,  sorrowful  at  heart,  who  bore  the  hiation's 
burden?,  and  in  his  lonel}"  midnight  wallas  to  the  War  De- 
partment, vrith  the  stars  for  his  guide  and  the  rustling 
leaves  overhead  for  comipamq  getting  the  latest  news  from 
the  from,  often  returning  sadder  than  when  he  went;  or 
the  Green  Room,  where  he  last  gazed  upon  tlie  beautiful 
fomi  and  features  of  his  fair  bo}^  Willie,  the  pride  of  his 
heart — here  the  bod\q  covered  with  flowers,  rested  for 
burial;  and,  saddest  of  all,  this  grand,  noble  soul  going 
out  of  these  portals  and  not  returning?  All  this  we  re- 
member. 

SOCIAL  LIFE  A SUCCESS. 

President  and  i\Irs.  Grant  v/ere  no  exception  to  fire  rule. 
Theirs  was  an  individualism  whose  atmosphere  was 
purely  domestic.  In  the  social  life  of  the  White  House 
we  find  a home. 

Mrs.  Grant's  morning  receptions  were  verj^  popular. 
Perhaps  the  pleasantest  feature  of  these  receptions  was 
the  presence  of  the  President.  The  informality  and 
entire  ease  with  which  they  were  carried  on  was  their 
charm. 

Gen.  Babcock,  with  that  graceful  suavit\^  so  much  his 
own,  gave  jmur  name  to  the  President;  he,  in  turn,  passed 
it  to  kirs.  Grant,  and  she  to  the  next  lady  receiving,  and 
so  on  down  the  line.  There  was  no  awkward  suspense  in 
finding  out  whom  you  had  the  honor  of  addressing.  If 
» k were  IMns.  Hamilton  Fish,  or  Mrs.  Sherman,  or  },hs. 
Belknap,  3^011  knew  it,  and  were  at  once  at  3mur  ease. 
But  according  to  tlie  present  custom,  at  times,  3’tju 
33ass  a line  IiaU  the  length  of  iliQ  room,  as  if  it  were  a 
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line  of  sentinels  passing  Judgment  for  a competitive  cVill. 
The  halcyon  days  of  peace  brought  into  the  AMiite 
House  the  ineffable  charm  of  genuine  sociability.  2ven 
the  Nation’s  parlor,  the  grand  old  East  Room,  put  on  a 
home  look,  as  much  as  to  sa\v  ‘‘The  latch-string  is  out  to 
all  children.  The  fatted  calf  has  been  killed;  eturn, 
thou  prodigal  son.”  ^ / 

A soft.  Turkish  carpet,  a present  from  the  Sudan  of 
Turkey,  covered  the  floor.  Heaa  y lace  curtains  draped 
the  windows,  over  which  hung  hea\y  brocatele,  sur- 
mounted by  gilt  cornices.  The  walls  and  ceilings  were 
frescoed;  chairs  and  sofas  were  cushioned  in  keepmg  with 
the  draperies.  The  three  large  crystal  chandeliers  shed 
the  radiance  of  myriads  of  miniature  suns.  Eight  large 
mirrors  decorated  the  room,  and  the  portraits  of  'Wash- 
ington, Lincoln,  John  Adams,  i\Iartin  Van  Biiren,  Polk, 
and  T3der  hung  on  the  walls.  Clocks  and  bronzes  made 
up  the  ornaments.  And  into  this  room  Uncle  Sam’s 
children  Avere  welcomed. 

Four  3'ears  pass  b\"  and  the  second  Inaugural  of  the 
hero  of  Appomattox  returns.  It  is  a repetition  of  the 
first,  Avith  some  extras  throAvn  in.  There  is  the  same 
moving  mass  of  people,  the  same  glitter  of  helmets,  flash 
of  baA’cnets,  AA'aA'ing  plumes,  plajdng  of  bands,  gaud\" 
firemen,  ^burnished  engines,  soldiers,  sailors  and  eA’er\^- 
bodA"  else,  full  of  enthusiasm,  read^^  to  celebrate  the 
second  Inaugural  of  their  great  Captain. 

Despite  the  bitter  cold  that  stung  and  paral\^zed  the 
young  bloods  of  \Vest  Point,  or  tingled  the  veins  of  the 
!vlidshi])rnen  from  Annapolis,  and  the  SAA'eep  and  Iioaa'1  of 
Old  Boreas,  da.ncing  Avith  this  man’s  hat,  and  running  off 
Avith  that  Avoman's  Amil,  rending  the  gorgeous  banners 
into  tatters,  filling  the  air  Avith  blinding  dust,  the  In- 
aniguration  Avent  on,  and  UWsses  S.  Grant  became  Presi- 
dent for  another  four  3’ears. 

p NELLIE  GRANT  WEDDED. 


Tlie  most  notable  occasion  during  the  Administration 
was  the  AA  cdding  of  Nellie  Grant.  Other  Aveddings  haA*e 
been  celebrated  in  the  'tVhite  House — IMarie  Wonroe, 
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daiigliter  of  President  and  Airs.  ]\Ionroe,  and  Lizzie, 
daiig'hter  of  President  Tyler.  But  Nellie  Grant  vras  an 
onh^  daughter,  and  nolliing  was  left  undone  h\’  her 
parents  to  make  tliis  one  of  tlie  most  brilliant  marriage 
ceremonies  ever  celebrated  in  the  home  of  the  Presidents. 
She  was  married  3day  21,  1874,  to  Algernon  Sartoris,  the 
son  of  Edvrard  Sartoris,  of  liampshire,  England.  Hrs 
mother  was  Adelaide  Kemble,  daughter  of  Charles 
Kemble  and  sister  of  Fanny  Kemble.  Mr.  Sartoris  \vas 
23  years  old  a.nd  Nellie  Grant  19. 

Two  hundred  guests  were  invited  to  the  wedding; 
officials  and  their  families,  the  Army  and  Navy,  aiSi 
Diplomats. 

Gen.  Grant  relucta.ntK  gave  consent  to  Ids  daughter's 
marriage  with  a foreigner,  and  he  requested  that  they 
would  live  in  this  countinv  The  sudden  death  of  Mr* 
Sartoris's  brother  changed  all  these  plans.  His  becom- 
ing heir  apparent  to  his  fatlier's  estate  made  it  inevitable 
that  iNellie  should  live  abroad.  The  Geiieral  never  be- 
came reconciled  to  lier  living  out  of  the  country. 

In  the  last  yeans  of  President  Grant’s  Administraiion 
the  Executive  rdansion  never  presented  a better  appear- 
ance. The  -East  Room  had  been  made  more  beautiful 
than  ever  in  all  its  features,  i The  old  furniture  h^ad  been 
replaced  b}"  new.  The  Blue  Room  had  also  been  re- 
touched, both  as  to  its  walls  and  furniture,  and  was  really 
one  of  the  handsomest  drawing-rooms  in  the  couniry. 

An:ong  the  memorable  da\^s  of  this  Administration  was 
New  Year's  Da\v  All  New  Tear’s  Days  in  Wasliington 
have  distinguishing  features  of  their  oven.  They  hold  tbn 
first  position,  inasmuch  as  the  ladie.s,  for  a portion  of  the 
da^q  are  out  hy  hundreds,  if  the  skies  smile.  They  call 
upon  the  President,  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  and  the 
Diplomatic  Corps,  who  are  ''At  Home,”  and  v.dien  the 
weather  is  fine  the  approaches  to  tlie  Wliite  House  present 
a gay  appearance. 

After  2 o’clock  the  ladies  are  "At  Home,”  and  the  ob- 
servances of  the  day  are  continued,  according  to  the  time- 
honored  custom, of  ?\ew  Amsterdam. 

It  is  the  ofiicial  "Opening  Day”;  the  day  of  general 
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meeting  of  men  and  women,  officials  and  strangers,  at  the 
White  House;  a da}^  which  gives  exhilaration  to  the  social 
atmosphere. 

After  Gen.  Grant  had  successful^  conducted  and 
brought  to  a victorious  conclusion  the  late  war  between 
the  opposing  sections  of  the  countr3N  after  he  had  judici- 
ousty  and  wisely  directed  the  Executive  branches  of  this 
Government  eight  3'Cars,  and  re-established  peace  with, 
the  world,  he  had  a strong  hold  upon  the  hearts  of  this 
Nation,  and  the\^  were  readj^  to  manifest  it  upon  ever^^ 
occasion.  AVhen  he  decided  to  take  rest  and  recreation 
in  visiting  the  different  nations  of  the  globe,  his  country 
bade  him  God-speed.  His  journey  was  one  continued 
ovation;  but  Gen.  Grant  in  no  degree  accepted  am"  of 
those  demonstrations  as  personal,  but  as  given  to  the 
representative  of  one  of  the  grandest  countries  on  the  face 
of  the  earth.  Yet  it  is  a well-known  fact  that  he  was 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  greatest  Generals  the  world  has 
ever  known,  and  to  him,  as  such,  due  homage  was  given. 

This  is  a garrulotis  world,  and  there  are  those  who  sa}^ 
that  Gen.  Grant  lacked  tliis  or  that  qualification;  that  he 
- was  not  a.  General;  that  he  was  not  a statesman.  But 
deeds  ring  through  the  hearts  of  all  mmikind,  and  when 
the  great  hero  lay  dead,  a grateful  Nation  bowed  and 
liared  its  head  in  sorrenw 
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EXCITrXG  POLITICAL  CAXTASS— :MPS.  TTATES'S  “CP^OY^rS'  OF  GLOIIT* 
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The  exciting  political  canvass  of  1876  is  sthl  fresh  in 
the  minds  of  the  people.  Its  disputed  I’esults,  tiie  final 
adjustment  of  the  Electoral  Commissioners,  giving  the 
one  majorit3^  to  iUr.  Hajms  over  l\Ir.  Tilden,  are  also  well- 
remembered  facts. 

I\Ir,  Ha\ms  gathered  around  him  men  of  the  highest 
integritx",  and  when  vears  have  softer  ed  the  enmitie.s 
engendered,  justice  will  sa.y:  "Never  was  there  a purer 
Administration  than  that  of -Rutberford  B.  Hax*es.'' 

Of  all  the  ladies  of  the  White  House,  fron]  the  da^xs  of 
Abigail  Adams  down,  none  excelled  dirs.  Luc}-  Webb 
Ha^ms  in  innate  rehnem.ent,  broad  culture,  and  moral 
courage.  The  grandeur  of  human  character  had  in  her 
a wortln^  example. 

’Abigail  Adams  was  a representative  woman  of  the 
da\LS  of  the  Revolution.  She  left  to  her  countin'  an  un- 
blemished name.  Dolly  iMadisoii  inarigurated  tiie 
golden  reign  of  the  White  House.  oJrs.  Ha\"es  fell  upon  ■ 
times  equally  distinctive  in  maim  wa\*s.  She  revived 
the  stateR  graces  of  other  dat's  in  the  Wiiite  House.  She 
tvelcomed  all,  A.mericans,  foreigners,  friends  and  foes, 
with  an  ease  and  elegance  of  manner  that  clrarmed  ail 
who  came  into  her  presence. 

She  was  the  chosen  counsellor  of  her  husband  in  tlie 
affairs  of  State,  a devout  iMcthodist;  in  a word,  a Christian 
woman.  In  times  when  anbnosities  have  spurred  others 
to  do  ungracious  things,  and  to  boast  of  vchat  thev  had 
done,  her  sweet,  forgiving  spirit  made  answer  but  in  tears. 
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The  pasition  she  took  upon  the  use  of  wine  in  the  "White 
House  will  alua\'s  be  to  her  a crown  of  glory.  She  saw 
through  the  fonus  and  shams  of  life,  and  her  \iews  diflered 
materially  from  many  others,  but  her  decisions  were  from 
convictions  wought  of  grave  and  serious  thought. 

Ungracious  as  were  the  conjinents  made  upon  her 
course,  no  American  woman  has  created  for  herself,  under 
public  and  trying  conditions,  so  little  ciiticism  a.nd  so 
much  admiration  and  respect  as  Lucy  Webb  Kayes. 

CHARACTER  OF  MRS.  HAYES. 

There  was  in  her  charaxter  a combination  of  intellectual 
force,  btwmncy  of  spirit,  and  deep  tenderness  of  heart 
In  her  portrait,  which  hangs  in  the  Whhe  House,  the  gift 
of  the  Temperance  women,  she  shows  a striking,  brilliant 
face,  with  intellectual,  spirhual  brow,  a soft,  tender  ex- 
pression of  eyes  and  mouth:  the  thick  brown  hair  is 
l3rought  smoothly  down  her  face,  and  is  simply  coiled 
a-t  the  back.  We  are  glad  that  the  Vvhite  House  is  so 
honored,  and  that  there  will  be  handed  down  to  posterity 
the  lineaments  of  this  noble  woman  who  dared  to  do 
according  tq  her  convictions. 

The  4th  of  x^Iarch  the  President  and  ^Irs.  Ha3xs  joined 
the  procession  of  families  which  the  jxople  liave  chosen 
to  represent  them,  as  the  3xars  have  waxed  and  waned 
■in  the  Nation's  hooiestead,  and  walked  out  of  it  leaving 
memories  which  linger  and  fill  evei3^  nook  and  corner. 

khs.  Ha3'es  left  an  atmosphere  emanating  from  the  rare 
sunshine  of  her  nature,  as  a sweet  benediction  for  the  one 
" who  was  to  follow  in  the  path  she  had  trod  for  four  3xars— 
. a varied  X)ath  of  lights  and-  shades. 

James  A.  Garfield  was  elected  the  20th  President  of  the 
Uinted  States,  and  Chester  .-\.  Arthur  Vice-President 

The  morning  of  }Jarch  4,  1881,  was  not  a proj  itious 
ony  for  an  Inaugural  cercmon3^,  for  the  da3'  o[/ened  dark 
and  gloomy.  Amid^  snow  and  slush  the  procesrion 
moved,  for  neither  fair  nor  foul  weath-'r  can  prevent  the 
new  Admiiiistralion  from  being  ushered  in. 

Pennsylvania  Avciiuc  was  i-.icu  \v  uii.  a multitude  of 
. people,  disappointed  and  cresiiallen  with  liie  provision 
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the  "weather  clerk”  had  made,  and  more  anxious  than 
ever  that  Inaugural  Day  sliould  be  changed.  Despite 
the  weather  it  was  a grand  and  imposing  procession. 
President  liayes  and  President-elect  Garfield  rode  in  an 
open  barouche  drawn  by  four  horses. 

The  Senate  Chamber  and  galleries  had  rapidh^  filled 
with  a distinguished  throng.  The  center  of  attraction 
was  in  the  front  seat  in  the  gallery  opposite  the  Vice- 
President's  desk,  where  sat  the  mother  of  the  President- 
elect with  his  wife  and  i\Irs.  Hayes. 

The  sweet-faced  old  lady  who  sat  at  the  head  of  the 
seat  drew  the  attention  of  the  whole  audience.  Next  to 
her  was  I\Irs.  Hayes,  and  at  her  right  Airs.  Garfield.  A 
running  conversation  was  kept  up  among  the  three,  in 
winch  old  Airs.  Garfield,  by  her  quaint  and  \yiity  remarks, 
often  provoked  the  others  to  laughter. 

AN  HISTORICAL  SCENE. 

The  Senators  were  seated  on  the  left  side  of  the  chamber. 
Among  them  were  John  Sherman,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Don 
Cameron,  John  A.  Logan,  David  Davis,  all  earnest 
lookers-on.  Tw'o  veteran  Senators  sat  near  whose  days 
in  the  Senate  were  nmnbered  v.dien  the  hands  of  the  clock 
reached  12 — Thurman  and  Hamlin.  Han-lin  sat  with 
head  bowed,  a silent  spectator  to  events,  v.diile  the  clock 
ticked  away  the  remaining  moments  of  his  Senatorial 
career.  Thurman  sought  solace  in  his  snuff-box,  and, 
with  due  reverence,  took  his  parting  pinch  of  Senatorial 
snuff.  The  historical  bandanna  was  once  more  thijown 
to  the  breeze. 

Gen.  Winfield  S.  Hancock,  the  Democratic  candidate 
for  the  Presidency,  came  in,  ann  in  arm  with  James  G. 
Blaine,  Gallant  Phil  Sheridan  was  heartily  applauded 
vvdien  .he  walked  in  and  took  his  seat  beside  Gen.  Hair- 
cock. 

The  Diplomatic  Corps,  the  Judges  of  Supreme  Court, 
and  the  Cabinet  appeared,  soon  followed  by  the  President 
and  the  President-elcci.  Vice-President  Arthur  came 
last,  and  was  presented  to  the  Senate  by  Vice-President 
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AYheeler.  Kis  appearance  was  dignified.  His  short 
speech  was  given  in  the  quiet,  manUq  elegant  way  he  had 
of  doing  all  i lungs.  He  look  the  oath  of  olfice  and  exacth' 
at  12  o’clock  the  gfiJ.:  Congress  was  adjourned  sine  die, 
the  Senate  clock  having  been  turned  back  five  minutes  to 
accomplish  it. . Air.  Basseli  was  often  called  upon  to  per- 
form this  act  during  his  40  \xars  of  service,  but  the  turn- 
ing back  of  tlie  harids  of  time  did  not  prevent  his  entering 
the  season  of  the  “ sere  and  yellow  leaf.  ” F rom  the  brown- 
haired  page  lie  became  the  wdiite-headed  veteran. 

The  center  of  interest  was  at  once  transferred  to  the  east 
front  of  the  Capitol,  where  Air.  Garfield  read  his  address, 
which  was  delivered  with  eloquence  and  in  a forcible 
manner.  At  its  close  Cliief  Justice  VCaite  administered 
the  oath.  Aliev  the  congratulations  ot  President  Hayes 
and  the  C hief  ^Justice,  Air.  Garfield  turned  around  and 
took  his  aged  mother  b}'  the  hand  and  kissed  her,  an  act 
that  made  a great  impression  upon  tlie  audience,  and 
many  a heart  rejoiced  with  her,  \vho  had  watched  her  son 
from  boyliood  and  poverpe  to  iiia.nliood  and  the  highest 
elevation  in  the  gift  of  Americans.  Air.  Garfield  next 
kissed  his  wife,  then  shook  the  hand  of  Airs.  Hayes,  and 
of  all  the  others^  who  came  within  his  reach. 

Ill  tlie  meantime  the  elements  were  more  kind.  The 
sun  vras  shining  briglttly  when  the  cavalcade  returned, 
and  the  festivities  ended  with  a magnificent  displai"  of 
fireworks  and  the  Inaugural  ball  in  the  Aiuseum  Building. 

Airs.  Eliza  Garfield  v as  the  first  President's  mother  who 
lived  in  the  VHiite  House. 

This  is  no  place  to  follow  the  intricate  thread  of  politics. 
Amid  all  the  differences  of  opinion.  President  Garfield 
managed  v\'ith  success  to  appoint  a.  Cabinet  nf)t  antagonis- 
tic to.  an.}"  following. 

James  G.  Blaine,  of  A^ahie,  was  Secretary  of  State; 
J\'illiam  \VindoMi,  of  Alinnesola,  Secretar3"  of  the  Treasuriq 
. Robert  T.  Lincoln,  of  IliinoLS,  Secretari'  of  Y ar;  Vvdlliam 
H.  Hunt,  o.i  Louisiana,  Secretary  of  the  Xavy;  S.  J.  Kirk- 
wood, O'  lov.  U;  Sc'cretary  o"  the  Interior;  \Va3u1e  AlcVeigh, 
of  Pennsylvania,  Atiornev-General;  Thomas  L.  James, 
cf  New  York,  Postmcisicr-General 
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We  turn  the  leaf  of  liiston-  which  takes  us  into  the 
valley  and  the  shadow  of  our  Nation's  life.  We  would 
forget  that  such  tilings  have  been,  but  the  specter  iv ill  not 
down. 

ASSASSIN'S  DEADLY  WORIC 

• AH  the  associations  connected  with  President  Garfield's 
brief  Administration  and  life  in  the  White  House  and  its 
terrible  ending  are  still  fresh  in  the  public  mind  as  on  that 
fateful  morning  when  the  fearful  ne\\s  ran  through  the 
streets  of  Washington,  *'*The  President  is  shot"  He  had 
barel}^  grasped  the  reins  of  Governmeni  ivhen  the  as- 
sassin's hand  laid  him  low.  His  enemy  was  a man 
ivhose  name  is  unworthy  a place  in  history  to  be  handed 
down  to  posterit}^;  one  winch  should  fade  from  the  memory 
of  mankind  and  never  pass  the  lips  of  mortal. 

The  world  knows  the  end,  and  the  v/orld  misses  James 
A.  Garfield.  He  occupied  a place  for  which  the  people 
thought  him  fitted,  and  his  Admimstration  gave  promise 
of  good  results.  A nobler  service  aivaited  him,  but,  in 
the  transition,  Columbia's  e3''es  were  dimmed  and  her 
heart  was  left  desolate. 

• Chester  A.  Arthur  took  the  oath  of  office  immediately- 
upon  the  death  of  President  Garfield.  The  friends  nearest 
to  liim  know  hov;  his  sensitive  nature  shrank  from  the 
great  responsibility-.  They^  know,  too,  that  during  the 
day-s  when  the  President's  life  hung  in  the  balance,  \vhen 
the  hopes  of  a vast  and  sensitive  populace  were  swayed 
by^  every-  bulletin  from  the  sick-chamber,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent w^as  battling  with  an  illness  brought  upon  liim  by 
over-anxiety,  from  vrhich  there  was  no  abatement  save 
on  the  day-s  when  blighter  reports  came  from  the  President. 

AW  President  v/as  ever  called  upon  to  take  the  guidance 
of  the  Siiip  of  State  under  such  trying  circumstances;  but 
President  Artliur  w*as  not  the  man  to  falter  when  the  hour 
of  duty  came.  With  manly  courage  and  dignified  pres- 
ence he  gathered  up  the  reins  that  had  been  dropped,  and 
guided  the  affairs  of  State  with  skill  and  dbcxetioa 
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His  first  official  duty  was  to  issue  a proclama.tion  ap- 
pointing ihe  da}"  of  Gen.  ’Gardeld's  funeral  a day  of 
hiiiniiiation  and  mourning.  President  Arthur  took  the 
office  under  a cloud  of  distrust,  dislike,  a.nd  prejudice;  but 
his  methods  of  appointment  and  of  policy  were  broad  and 
expansive,  and  calculated  for  the  good  of  all,  without 
regard  to  obbgations  of  a partisan  character.  Distrust 
Vvas  soon  supplanted  by  conhdence,  and  disvsensions  by 
united  action;  order  was  brought  out  of  confusion,  and 
the  country  was  blessed  by  a pure  and  conservative 
Administration. 

During  the  time  that  he  presided  as  Chief  i^iagistrate 
of  the  Nation  the  While  lioiise  was  the  social  center  of  the 
Capital.  President  Arthur  never  forgot  liis  personal 
dignity  and  that  he  represented  a Republic  which  was  an 
object  of  interested  scrutiny  to  the  whole  civilized  world. 
His  taste  was  for  the  graceful  things  of  life,  and  he  did 
much,  witli  the  aid  of  his  sister,  I\Irs.  John  E.  McElroy,  to 
raise  the  tone  of  ofiicial  societ^v"  at  Washington. 

IMr.  Arthur  was  married  in  1859  to  Ellen  Lewis  Hern- 
don, a daughter  of  Capt.  Kerndcn,  who  perished  on  the 
ill-fated  Central  .-Vnierica.  Mrs.  Arthur,  whose  rare 
accomplishments  endeared  her  to  many,  died  suddenl}^  in 
1880,  leaving  two  children,  Nellie  and  Allen.  Her  x^r- 
trait,  encased  in  a chaste  Venetia.n  frame,  was  always 
kept  on  a table  in  his  private  chamber,  and  each  morning 
a vase  of  fresh  flowers  was  placed  beside  it,  a loving  bene- 
diction from  a wounded  heart  tliat  never  healed. 

President  Arthur's  last  official  act  gave  to  his  Adminis- 
tration a noble  end.  He  sent  to  the  Senate  a message 
bearing  da.te  IMarch  4,  1S85,  nominating  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
General  on  the  Retired  List  of  tlie  Army,  with  full  pay. 
The  nomination  was  confirmed  in  open  session  amid  the 
axxlacise  of  the  crowded  ^galleries. 

He  lefi  the  White  House  with  his  health  shattered,  and 
died  at  his  home  on  Lexington  avenue.  New  York,  in 
November,  1806. 

Four  Republican  Presidents,  who  liad  filled  the  office 
with  honor,  had  gone  to  their  rest.  Two  of  theso  died  a 
violent  death  and  wove  mourned  hy  the  whole  world.  A 
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third,  who  was  so  honored  in  his  death  as  to  be  followed 
to  liis  last  resting  place  hy  an  army  of  citizens  and  soldiers, 
so  lived  as  to  receive  honors  throughout  the  civilized 
world  such  as  no  other  man  has  received. 

President  Arthur,  whose  honored  name  is  added  to  this 
roll,  stands  alone  as  being  the  one  especial  Vice-President 
in  the  history  of  the  Republic  who,  having  succeeded  to 
the  Presidency,  did  not  disappoint  those  by  whom  he  was 
elected;  but,  like  every  other,  be  failed  to  secure  an  elec- 
tion to  the  office  he  had  fiHed.  Accident  gave  him  rank, 
but  honored  reputation  he  won,  and  his  countiA^men  will 
say  of  him  that  he  served  them,  with  rare  fidelity. 

ADVENT  OF  A MAN  LITTLE  KNOWN. 

The  220  qiiadrennial  change  of  the  political  forces  of  the 
United  States  brought  to  the  Presidential  chair  a rran 
comparatively  unknown  in  National  affairs.  The 
County  of  Erie,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  made  him  its 
SherTf;  the  niuiiicipalUy  of  Buffalo  made  him  its 
Ylayor;  the  Commomvealth  of  New  Y^orl;;  made  him  its 
Governor,  and  the  United  States  made  him  their  Presi- 
dent- 

His  Private  Secretaigp  Daniel  Scott  Lament,  wa:2 
r:.an  whose  integrity  and  loyalty  have  never  been  ques« 
tioned.  He  1-eld  a position  during  the  four  3^ears  of  Mr. 
Cleveland’s  first  Administration  ver\*  near  to  the  person 
of  tlie  PrCvsident.  He  v'as  a man  of  quick  perceptions, 
was  prompt  in  aeiion,  and  a safe  adviser.  It  is  said  that 
since  Tobias  Lear  was  Secretary  to  George  Washington, 
no  otlier  man  was  so  completely  a part  o'*  the  official  and 
unofficial  life  of  the  President  as  Daniel  Lamont. 

Grover  Cleveland  was  first  inaugurated  President 
Tviarch  4,  1885.  It  was  during  this  xYdrninistration,  in 
1886,  that  an  enactment  of  Congress  was  passed  regu- 
lating the  Presidential  succession,  by  precedence,  of  tb.e 
members  of  the  Cabinet.  This  rule  repealed  the  old  law 
by  which  the  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate  or  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rej^resentatives  came  in  the  line 
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of  the  Presidency  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  re- 
moval or  inability  of  both  the  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  The  new  law  substituted  for 
the  line  of  succession  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury", 
War,  the  Attorne^^-General,  the  Postmaster-General,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nav}^-,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
They  therefore  rank  accordingly  in  the  Administration 
in  its  ceremonial  and  social  affairs. 

President  Cleveland  chose  for  his  premier  Thomas 
F rancis  Bayard,  of  Delaware.  Mr.  Ba^mrd  was  i6  j^ears 
Senator  of  the  United  States.  His  home  in  VAshington 
during  these  years  was  the  center  of  a refined  and  culti- 
vated society.  For  more  than  40  years  some  member  of 
the  Bajmrd  family  had  served  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

The  most  noticeable  figure  in  Mr:  Cleveland's  Cabinet 
was,  perhaps,  Daniel  Planning;  and  probably  his  retire- 
ment, from  impaired  health,  was  one  of  the  saddest  ex- 
periences that  came  to  the  President  during  his  Adminis- 
tration, for  his  absence  withdrew  from  the  President  the 
counsel  and  advice  of  a devoted  friend.  Mr.  Planning 
was  succeeded  by  Assistant  Secretary  Charles  Stebbins 
Fairchild,  which  was  a recognition  of  his  services  per- 
formed in  the  office  for  more  than  a year.  klrs.  Fairchild 
was  the  first  lady  of  the  Cabinet  after  the  sad  death  of 
I^.Irs.  Bayard.  She  carried  the  honors  with  dignity  and 
grace.  She  was  a niece  of  Horatio  Seymour,  of  New 
York. 

Airs.  Alanning  was  a descendant  of  Cha.ncellor  Livings- 
ton, who  administered  the  oath  of  office  to  President 
Washington.  During  her  two  years'  residence  in  Wash- 
ington she  made  many  warm  friends.  She  was  a woman 
of  captivating  grace,  and  carried  with  her  much  of  the 
charm  of  the  women  of  the  halcyon  da\as  of  the  Washing- 
ton regime.  When,  she  took  her  departure  she  carried 
with  her  the  regrets  of  Washington  society,  official  and 
kherwise. 

Air.  William  Crowninshield  Endicott  was  Air.  Cleve- 
land's Secretary  of  War.  His  wife  was  Miss  Ellen  Pea- 
body, daughter  of  George  Peabody,  of  Salem,  Alass.  Air. 
Endicott's  mother  was  the  niece  of  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
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President  Jefferson’s  Secretary  of  the  Na\y.  Their 
daughter,  i\[aiA'  C.  Endicott,  married  Hon.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain, of  England,  during  the  time  tliat  their  father 
I held  tlie  portfolio  of  War. 

r'  The  appointment  to  the  Attorney-Generalsliip  hy  Presi- 
f dent  Cleveland  of  the  Hon.  Augustus  H.  Garland  was  the 
;■  cause  of  some  adverse  criticism  by  Yn\  Cleveland’s  friends. 

He  was  a Tennesseean  by  birth  but  an  Arkansan  by 
[ adoption.  Pie  helped  to  pass  the  ordiitance  of  secession 
i of  his  State  in  l86i,  and  to  make  laws  for  tire  Confederacy. 
F He  was  refused  a seat  in  the  Senate  in  1867,  but  was 
I elected  Governor  of  Arkansas  in  1874  and  sent  to  the 

I Senate  in  1876  and  1S83.  He  wcis  thought  to  be  one  of 

the  most  progressive  of  the  Southern  Democratic  Senators. 
He  advocated  accepting  tire  results  of  the  \var  betvreen  the 
f North  and  the  South,  and  undoubtedly  President  Cleve- 
s land’s  idea  was  to  meet  such  a sentiment  hah  wa.y, 

[ William  Freeman  Vilas,  of  Wisconsin,  was  Postmaster- 
[ General.  He  served  under  Grant  during  the  war,  and 
’ was  a great  admirer  of  the  old  hero.  Mrs.  Vilas  was  the 

^ daughter  of  Dr.  Fox,  an  eminent  pliysician  of  f^Iilwatikee. 

Until  her  health  became  precarious,  their  home  was  made 
very  attractive  to  the  social  world. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  'William  C.  Yfhitney,  vras 
the  wealthy  man  of  the  Cabinet,  and  entertain.ed  with  a 
royal  hand.  lie  is  a.  man  of  princeh^  generosity  where 
charities  are  deserving.  lie  made  hosts  of  friends'in  and 
out  of  his  Department.  He  was  the  active  manager  of 
the  Democratic  campaign  in  New  York  in  1S84. 

Mrs.  Flora  Payne  Mliiiney,  daughter  of  the  miliionaire 
Senator  from  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  Standard 
Oil  monopoly,  was  a cliarming  liostess.  She  presided 
over  the  household  entertainments  in  a manner  l)ecoming 
her  position.  ‘ In  the  dispensing  of  kindly  charities  her 
hand  was  not  withheld,  and  her  womanly  virtues  foujid 
ready  recognition.  The  departure  of  tlie  Whitnev  famihv 
from  Wasliington  was  deeply  regretted  bv  tl'.e  friends  tiiey 
^ had  made,  not  alone  among  those  of  high  degree,  but 
among  tlie  poor  and  lowly,  wlhcli  is  praise  indeed.  Mrs. 
Wliitney’s  untimely  and  sudden  death  fn*m  an  affection 
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of  fhe  licart  not  long  after  her  retirement  to  private  life 
was  the  occasion  of  universal  regret  among  those  who 
had  known  her  in  the  zenith  of  her  social  glory  at  the 
National  Capital. 

Lucius  Quintus  Cur  tins  Lamar,  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, was  an  old  time  Southern  statesman.  At  the 
time  he  was  made  a member  of  this  Cabinet  he  was  a 
v.'idower.  He  was  a conspicuous  member  of  Congress  in 
Buchanan's  time,  and  helped  to  take  the  Southern  States 
out  of  the  Union.  He  was  a seceder  and  soldier  of_  the 
rebellion,  and  a member  of  Congress  in  the  solidified 
Union  in  1873;  a Senator  in  1877,  until  I\Ir.  Cleveland 
called  him  into  his  Cabinet,  and  before  the  end  of  his  pro- 
motion drew  to  a close,  he  was  asked  by  the  President  to 
go  up  higher,  and  was  appointed  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  As  his  name  might 
indicate,  his  career  has  covered  varied  lines  in  and  out  of 
the  countr3^. 

President  Cleveland  entered  upon  his  official  and  social 
duties  a bachelor.  His  sister.  Rose  Elizabeth  Cleveland, 
for  a time  dispensed  the  hospitalities  of  the  White  House 
wdth  becoming  dignity.  Somehow  politics  and  state 
craft  became  entangled  with  the  thread  of  PHnnen,  and  a 
wedding  in  the  White  House  was  the  result.  His  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Frances  Folsom  occurred  on  the  2d  of  June, 

_ 1886,  in  the  Red  Room  of  the  Executive  ?\Iansion. 

The  wife  of  the  President,  or  the  one  who  presides  at 
his  household,  holds  tlie  same  relation  to  the  social  struc- 
ture as  the  President  does  to  the  body  politic.  He  is  su- 
preme in  rank  as  the  President,  and  she  ranks  above  all 
others  in  the  social  world.  Therefore  she  is  not  ex]3ected 
to  return  calls.  Slie  ma\^  hold  receptions,  open  to  all,  and 
can  make  appointments  for  informal  visits  from  strangers 
in  the  cit}X  She  receives  the  first  visit  from  every  one.  and 
is  not  expected  to  return  either,  though  she  is  at  libert}’-  to 
do  so  if  she  desires. 

•Mrs.  Cleveland  won.  admiration  for  the  discretion 
shown  in  all  social,  iuformai,  or  ceremonial  relations 
vriiich  the  duties  of  First  Lad}'  of  the  Land  made  iactun- 
bent  upon  her* 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

BENJAMIN  HARRISON,  PRESIDENT. 
EEMARKABLE  have  filled  the  \thite  house— vhat 

V'OXDERS  HAVE'  THE  A'EARS  WROUGHT — MRS.  AD.AMS  LOST 
IN  THE  WOODS— MRS.  HARRISON  FOUND  A CITA'  FAIR  TO  LOOK 
UPON — MPvS.  MCKEE  AND  HER  CHILDREN — THE  W'HITE  HOUSE 
A HIGH  SOCIAL  CENTER — JAMFH  G.  BL.ATNE,  SECRETARY  OP 
STATE— THE  FIRST  INCLLMBENT,  THOilAS  JEFFERSON — WIL- 
LIAM! VHNDOM,  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURA'— ALEX.VNDER 
HAIMILTON  first  HELD  THIS  OFFICE — REDFTLD  PROCTOR, 
SECRETARA’  OF  AVAR — BENJAMIN  TRACA^,  SECRETARA’  OF  THE 
NAA'A'— JOHN  AAANAAIAKER,  POSTMASTER  GENERAL — JOHN  Yv*. 
NOBLE,  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR,— AATLLLAAI  HENRA’  HAJc- 
PJSON  MILLER,  ATTORNEA'-G  ENERAL — JEREAHAH  AI.  RUSK, 
SECRET  ARA:  OF  AGRICULTURE — THE  CABINET  CENTENNLAI' 
A'E.AR — PRESIDENT  HARRISON  AS  HE  IS  TO  HIS  PEOPLE. 

In  looking  back  upon  the  vcives  of  the  Presidents  the 
verdict  must  be  that,  vrith  fev’  exceptions,  they  hai^e  been 
women  of  remarkable  intelligence  and.  rare  qualities.  But 
what  wondrous  clianges  have  been  AAotnessed  since  the  line 
began!  j\Irs.  Adams,  on  her  troublous  Avay  to  the  Capital, 
Avas  lost  in  the  Avoods  betAA'een  Baltimore  and  Washington; 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Harrison  Avas  brought  Iriumphantly  over 
riA’ers  and  mountains  and  Avhirled  into  the  Capital  Cit}" 
surrounded  by  the  luxuries  of  a palace  car. 

klrs.  Adams  in  1800  found  “here  and  there  a small  cot 
Avithout  a glass  AAundoAA>''  interspersed  in  the  forests;  in 
the  city  a few  buildings  amid  bogs  and  morasses.  "The 
AVhite  House,''  she  wrote,  “is  upon  a grand  and  superb 
scale,  but  not  a single  apartment  finished."  Mrs.  Harri- 
son found  a city  fair  to  look  upon;  the  “grand  and  superb" 
house  dim  with  age,  and  the  people  clamoring  for  a home 
AvortliA-  the  Chief  Executive. 

Jvirs.  Adams  found  the  lighting  of  the  apartments  a 
“tax  indeed,"  Avlien  AVax  tapers  and  tallow  dips  Avere  the 
illuminating ‘])Ower;  and  thus  it  came  that  one  serAmnt 
Avas  provided  for  this  position  by  the  powers  tliat  in  tho.se 
days  footed  all  the  household  bills,  from  dish-towels  to 
gold  spoons. 
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i\ii*s.  Adams  said  in  1 800,  'Tiells  were  wholh^  wantin^;"^ 
so  great  an  inconvenience,  I do  not  know  what  to  do.”  In 
1889  i\Irs.  Harrison  liad  but  to  touch  a button  to  put  her 
into  communication  witli  tlie  remotest  corner  of  the  house. 
Did  not  little  Benjamin,  when  alone  one  da\"  in  his  grand- 
father’s office,  climb  to  his  table,  and  by  a touch  here  and 
there  with  his  baby  hand  set  the  tvhole  force  of  secretaries 
clerks  and  messengers  on  a chase  to  do  his  majest3'’s 
bidding?  ‘ 

And,  too,  ivirs.  Adams  was  distressed  for  wood.  She 
'kould  not  even  see  wood  for  the  trees,”  it  all  having  been 
burnt  up  by  Briesler  to  dr\^  the  walls  of  the  house  iDefore 
their  coming;  and  so  she  had  to  ''shiver,  shiver;  no  wood- 
cutters and  no  carters.” 

As  v/e  come  along  down  the  line  of  fair  and  stately 
women  who  have  lived  under  this  roof,  we  find  many 
names  v^hose  influence  over  the  rulers  of  the  A^ation  has 
given  to  posterity  a spotless  and  heroic  memor\-;  and  we 
have  still  another  to  add  to  the  line  of  the  ladies  of  the 
AVhite  House.  Caroline  Scott  Harrison  honored  her 
station  b}'  her  rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  more  than 
it  could  honor  her.  Born  and  reared  in  an  atmosphere  of 
justice,  truth  and  intelligence,  she  not  only  ornamented 
the  White  House,*  but  honored  American  womanhood. 
With  her  family  around  her,  with  her  daughter,  Airs. 
’IvIcKee,  and  the  grandchildren,  who  touched  the  A"ation's 
heart,  a sweet  domestic  picture  vras  presented. 

Dr.  Scott,  the  faflier*  of  Airs.  Harrison,  and  Airs.  Scott 
Lord,  the  sister,  made  a marked  feature  in  the  social  and 
the  home  life  of  the  "White  House.  The  venerable  father 
was  not  only  the  object  of  devotion  to  his  daughters,  but 
he  enjoyed  the  respect  of  hosts  of  friends. 

From  the  da3*s  of  Abigail  Adams  to  the  present,  the 
cares  and  responsibilities  resting  upon  the  presiding  lady 
of  the  V/hite  House  had  increased  in  geometrical  pro- 
gression, until  tiTC  position  was  far  from  being  a flowery 
Led  of  ease.  . 

Bv  thiC  people  the  PresidenFs  wife  is  thought  of  as  the 
• social  leader  and  queen  of  the  drawing-room.  The  prac- 
^ ticai  side  of  life  hardly  enters  the  popular  mind,  but  cspeci- 
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ally  is  the  practical  side  dominant  in  a character  like  ]\Irs. 
Hamson's.  I\Irs.  Harrison  was  a devoted  wife,  mother, 
and  model  housekeeper.  To  this  affectionate  domestic 
life  was  added  a fine  culture  and  high  intellectual  qualitv, 
as  well  as  a marked  artistic  ability,  for  Mrs.  Harrison's 
talent  in  painting  was  v\xll-known. 

President  Harrison  knew  tli€  wishes  of  the  people  when 
he  asked  James  G.  Blaine  to  accept  the  portfolio  of  State. 
He  kne\Y  that  friends  would  hold  up  his  hands  and  the 
opposition  would  fear  his  decision.  From  the  first  in- 
cumbent, Thomas  Jefferson,  to  the  present,  no  man  of 
greater  ability  has  filled  this  office. 

Yir.  Harrison's  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Flon. 
William  Vv  indom,  was  another  appointment  that  did  him 
credit.  Alexander  Hamilton,  the  first  man  to  hold  the 
office,  who  entered  it  when  there  was  not  mone^^  enough 
in  the  Treasury  to  meet  current  exjrenses,  to  say  nothing 
of  paying  a debt  of  tens  of  millions,  yei  saved  the  Xational 
credit  against  mighty  odds;  his  first  official  act  being  to 
recommend  that  the  domestic  and  foreign  war  debt  should 
be  paid  dollar  for  dollar.  In  has  supreme  sagacity  he  put 
forth  those  great  state  papers  on  finance,  whose  embodi- 
ment into  laws  fixed  the  duties  on  all  foreign  productions 
and  taxed  with  judgment  the  necessities  and  luxuries  of 
hie. 

Fie  established  a system  that  has  met  all  exigencies, 
saved  the  National  credit,  paid  the  National  war"~ debt  of 
the  Revolution  and  of  1812;  and  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion, 
when  the  expenses  of  a day  were  more  than  a year’s  in- 
come in  Hamilton's  time,  this  policy  met  all  demands. 
The  National  credit  ^was  maintained,  the  country  was 
prosperous,  and  tlie  Fmited  States  Treasury  vaults  full  to 
overflowing. 

It  is  said  that  it  takes  more  wisdom  to  keep  money  and 
judiciously  handle  it,  tlian  it  docs  to  make  it.  Therefore 
President  Harrison  cliose  wiselY"  when  he  placed  Vv'illiam 
Windom  at  the  head  of  the  financial  Departm.ent. 

In  the  centennial  year  of  Cabinet  organization  it 
spoke  well  for  the  leaders  of  the  Republic  that  there  was 
no  sign  of  going  backward.  Since  17S9,  when  one  of  New 


V ^’*- 

m 


,'iiw'fimt'T  


. c ‘ .raw.  v:  'i  ? i i '.  .aii^-  ■ 


5h 


.’•)^,'Jc  '■..'  oH'-'liic^, Oil)  ^ 
pte'&tE  .•■•br5-:,f!  qjj  ,jbiQ<t 

10  oo\^oooq.  osii  ol 

. ■ ,f)o/ilo  * f i i brjl u\'<n.! ; 

■ \'*'U  lo  VTIi^-Vl  yjr'.  Lrj-<  ' ..^5 ii 

.v>i: q:|0q|l|ti  -:/’  ‘ rr7/’,Uf^E 

.. ..  jjoo> 

^ ; :#i  “ '-  '^ 


ffticji:). 


o.iioh  hjjm^M 


Xftf  hfug  •“! 

laJ 


‘jRadj 

;.p.(f''''' 


160 


HISTORIC  HOMES  IN  M’ASIIIXGTON. 


England's  bravest  Generals,  Ilenry  Knox,  came  into 
possession  of  the  first  portfolio  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
all  along  the  century’s  line  of  war  ministers  we  find 
brave  men.  i\Ionroe,  of  Virginia;  Crawford,  of  Georgia; 
Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina;  I\Iarcy,  of  New  York;  Cam- 
eron and  Stanton,  of  Pennsylvania;  Grant,  of  lilinois — 
all,  have  been  eminent  chieftains  vrhose  valor  has  been 
proved  in  times  of  need. 

In  times  of  peace  there  is  no  cessation  of  this  work. 
The  Regular  Army  is  the  skeleton  upon  tvhich,  in  times 
of  war,  the  forces  of  the  Republic  form.  The  President 
chose  his  councillor  from  the  clear  atmosphere  of  the  New 
England  hills,  where,  just  a hundred  years  ago,  George 
AVashington  went  for  Kenry  Knox  to  occupy  the  post 
taken  by  Secretary  Proctor. 

The  Department  of  the  Navy  was  first  an  auxiliary  of 
the  Army,  but  in  17S9  bectime  a full-fieclged  Department, 
and  its  head  honored  by  a seat  at  the  Cabinet  table,  filled 
b}"  Benjamin  Stoddard,  of  Maiyland,  Superior  men 
have  been  called  from  civil  life  to  represent  this  Depart- 
ment; among  them  may  be  named  Crowinshield  and 
George  Bancroft,  of  Alassachiisetts;  John  Branch  and 
AVm.  A.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina;  Levi  AVoodbury  and 
AVm.  E.  Chandler,  of  New  Hampshire;  Gideon  AAYlles, 
of  Connecticut;  AAmi.  C.  A\*hitney,  and,  la.stK,  President 
Harrison's  choice.  The  President  gave  a careful  look 
ahead  when  lie  made  Beniamin  F.  Trac}^  Secretary  of  the 
Nav\x 

The  Britivsh  Parliament  in  1710,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  esta.blished  a general  postoffice  for  her  klajesty's 
Dominions.  By  this  act  one  chief  letter-office  was  csta.b- 
lished  in  New  Y ork,  and  others  at  convenient  places  in  her 
Majesty's  Provinces  in  America.  These  postal  facilities 
were  preserved  as  far  as  possible  when  the  yoke  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  Crown  ^vas  thrown  off.  Benjamin  Franklin 
was  appointed  General  De])uty  Postmaster  of  the  Colonics 
in  1753.  Two  3^ea.rs  from  this  time  lie  gave  notice  that 
the  mail  to  New  England,  v.'hich  formerly  started  once  a 
fortnight  in  AVinter,  should  start  once  a week  all  tlie  }'car, 
whereby  answers  to  letters  might  be  obtained  betv/een 
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Pliiladelpliia  and  Boston  once  in  three  weeks,  which  used 
to  require  six  weeks. 

Samuel  Osgood  was  the  first  Postmaster-General  under 
tlie  Federal  Government,  at  a salary  of  81,500  per  annum. 
His  appointnient  dates  to  1789.  Not  until  President 
Jaclcson's  Administration,  1829,  was  the  Postmaster- 
General  recognized  as  an  ex-oliicio  Cabinet  3.1inister. 
Among  America’s  distinguished . sons  who  have  been 
honored  by  appointments  as 'heads  of  this  oftice  v:ere 
Amos  Kendall,  Jos.  Holt,  Ploratio  King,  Aiontgomer^’' 
Blair,  and  John  ^V.  J.  Creswell;  powerful  men  when  the 
country  needed  giant  help. 

President  Harrison  returned  to  the  locality  that  gave 
Ben  .Franklin  to  the  countr^^'s  service,  and  from  the  city 
of  Brotlierly  Love  .brought  John  Yv  anna  maker  to  the 
front  to  handle  the  Nation's  mail.  It  did  not  require  a 
political  campaign  to  make  this  man  prominent  before  the 
people. 

In  1849  Congress  passed  an  act  establishing  the  Interior 
Department,  and  Thomas  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  was  the  first 
Secretawv.  Able  men  have  been  called  to  the  head  of  this 
Department,  like  Caleb  B.  Smith,  of  Indiana;  James 
Harlan,  of  Iowa;  Zach  Chandler,  of  klichigan;  Plenry  aI. 
Teller,  of  Colorado.  John  hV.  Noble,  the  newly-appointed 
Secretary,  had  been  tried  and  not  found  vranting. 

Again  must  we  go  back  a hundred  3^ears  to  learn  who 
was  the  first  Attorne^’-General,  an^l  to  find  that  it  was 
Edmund  Randolph,  of  Virginia.  YTat  an  array  we  find 
along  the  vray!  There  were  Yfilliam  Pinckney,  Richard 
Rush,  William  Yfirt,  Reverdy  Johnson,  Caleb  Cushing, 
Jeremiah  Black,  Edwin  i\I.  Stanton  and  William  kh 
Evarts  among  them. 

Vv^illiam  Henrv  Harrison  kliller  was  too  closely  allied 
to  President  Harrison  for  him  to  have  made  any  mistake 
in  liis  appointment.  He  was  a wise  counsellor:  and  friend 
of  the  President,  such  as  is  a necessity  to  every  man  in  his 
position. 

The  Cabinet  centennial  year  could  not  have  been  better 
observed  ilian  hy  adding  a new.  Department  and  a new 
Secretary  to  the  PresidenFs  official  houseliold.  A new 
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chair  was  placed  at  tliis  faraih'  table,  and  the  President 
happih^  invited  Jeremiah  3.L  Rusk,  from  the  Badger 
State,  to  fill  it. 

He  bore  the  credentials  of  a public  man.  Three  terms 
had  he  served  in  Congress,  and  three  times  been  chosen 
Governor  of  his  State;  but,  perhaps,  what  he  prized  most 
was  lu’s  service  to  liis  countiy,  that  made  him  Brigadier- 
General.  The  picture  that  went  over  the  country  repre- 
senting him  driving  the  '*'boys”  to  "Nacirema’'  showed  his 
popularity.  President  Harrison's  judgment  was  not 
faulty  wlien  he  chose  ""Jerry''  Rusk  for  his  Secetary  of 
Agriculture. 

j\fr.  Harrison  needed  pen  picture  to  make  him  a 
familiar  figure  before  the  country.  His  ancestors,  his 
birthplace,  his  daily  life  through  the  years  were  familiar 
to  eveiy  newspaper  reader.  He  need  not  depend  for 
honor  upon  the  prestige  of  liis  ancestors.  The  record  of 
his  personal  life  was  his  glory  among  his  fellow-country- 
men. His  chara.cter,  both  public  and  priva.te,  was  above 
suspicion.  His  love  for  his  family,  the  tender  solicitude 
he  manifested  in  their  presence  or  absence,  the  simplicit3^ 
with  which,  his  attention  to  their  wants  was  carried  out, 
his  familiar  figure,  seen  almost  daiR  walking  along  the 
thoroughfares  of  Yvashington,  v:ere  subjects  of  daiR 
comment  which  won  the  hearts  of  the  people.  He  loved 
and  still  loves  his  countiy  and  his  fellow-men. 

Internationalh^  annrfxnancialR  this  countiy  never  stood 
on  a firmer  basis  than  during  Pre.sident  PIarrison'’s  Ad- 
ministration. Some  of  file  State  papers  emanating  from 
the  conditions  of  that  time  are  models  in  diplomacr^,  and 
the  United  States  of  America  was  honored  of  men  and  of 
nations. 

President  Harrison's  masterly  message  on  the  Chilean 
difficulR  qui^kR  won  the  approval  of  the  civilized  world, 
as  well  as  other  state  ]:‘apers  connected  with  this  matter 
which  were  entireR  from  ids  liand,  owing  to  the  shattered 
condition  of  liealfn  of  his  Secrctoiy  of  State.  This  mes- 
vSage  will  rank  side  by  side  wiili  dfonroe's  great  American 
policy. 

The  position  taken  by  the  President  was  so  just  and  so 
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clearly  vSet  forth  our  claims  that  in  less  than  three  da^'s 
he  was  enabled  to  announce  to  Congress  that  Chile  had 
.substantialh"  complied  with  our  demands. 

Neither  was  there  any  uncertain  ring  to  his  attitude  on 
the  Hawaiian  })olicy.  On  Feb.  i Minister  Stevens  raised 
the  United  States  flag  over  Honolulu,  landed  the  marines 
and  established  a protectorate. 

A treaty  of  annexation  was  about  to  be  signed,  but 
President  Harrison  thought  it  a mark  of  courtesy  to  defer 
proceedings  for  action  to  the  incoming  President,  ^policy 
Mr.  Cleveland  failed  to  carry  out. 

It  was  during  this  Administration  that  the  great  Worlds 
Fair  Exposition  at  Chicago  was  conceived  and  brought 
to  maturiW.  No  surer  index  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  is  needed  than  that  this  Nation  was  in  a condition 
to  take  upon  it  and  carry  on  to  such  magnificent  results 
the  greatest  exposition  of  the  world.  President  Harrison 
left  the  AVhite  'liouse  in  March,  after  having  seen  the 
dedication  the  October  preceding,  and  President  Cleveland 
touched  the  button  the  1st  of  that  put  in  motion  all 
the  activities  of  this  wonderful  creation. 

PATRIOTISM  AND  STATESMANSHIP. 

This  Administration  will  be  looked  upon  as  one  gov- 
erned b}"  pure,  exalted  patriotism  and  broad  statesman- 
ship. 

Caroline  Scott  Harrison,  during  her  husband’s  Ad- 
ministration, was  elected  to  the  Presidency  of  The  Society 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  It  was 
largely  through  her  zealous  eflorts  in  behalf  of  this  society 
’ that  it  is  today  such  a leading  patriotic  society  in  America. 

It  was  Mrs.  Plarrisori  who  first  enthused  the  society 
with  the  desire  to  build  in  the  City  of  Washington  a home 
to  be  known  as  a 2vIemorial  Building  for  this  society.  To- 
ward the  consummation  of  this  object  the  society  is  work- 
ing, and  the  da}"  is  not  far  distant  when  it  will  be  a realiza- 
tion. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of  l\Ianagement  after 
the  .Congress  of  18^2,  from  recommendations  which  were 
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t higbh"  approved  at  that  Congress,  i\Irs.  Harrison  pro- 
t posed  that  a plan  be  immediately  formulated  for  a !Me- 
■ morial'Iiall,  in  lionor  of  the  statesmen,  soldiers,  sailors, 
and  patriots  of  the  American  Revolution,  to  be  known  as 
’ the  Continental  Hall,  wdiicli  was  to  be  the  property  in  fee- 

^ simple  of  American  women  calling  themselves  by  in- 

; herited  right  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Acting  on  hlrs.'  Harrison’s  suggestion,  a committee 
> was  formed  to  prepare  and  submit  a plan  and  to  further 

. the  fndfillment  of  tire  erection  of  such  a building. 

When  that  building  is  a fact  and  not  an  idea  no  name 
i will  be  more  honored  in  it  than  the  first  President  of  the 
’ Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

During  the  last  tv;o  3'ears  of  President  Plarrison’s  Ad- 
ministration sorrow  sat  enshrined  upon  the  portals  of  the 
White  House.  First  came  the  death  of  Airs.  Harrison's 
sister,  j\lrs.  Scott  Lord,  then  that  of  her  venerable  father, 
Dr,  John  Scott,  and  lasthy  on  Oct.  25,  1892,  Mrs.  Caroline 
Scott  Hciirison  passed  into  the  silent  land. 

I An  inscrutable  Providence  rested  his  hand  upon  this 
i famiR.  Not  onR  was  the  Nation  in  sackcloth,  but 

I individuals  were  in  mourning  over  this  broken  house- 
j hold. 

! The  President,  Benjamin  Harrison,  true  to  his  trust, 
continued  to  exercise  his  public  functions  abR,  honestly, 
faitlifull^y  until  the  dose  of  his  Administration 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

9 

CLEVELAND'S  SECOND  ADMINISTEATIONL 

OXTE  OF  ms  FinST  ACTS  WAS  TO  WITHDRAW  THE  n.AWAIIA:X’ 

TREATY — SEVERELY  CRITICIZED — A FIXAXCLAL  CRISIS— THE 

WILSON  BILL — REVOLETION  IN  CUBA— VENEZUELAN  QUES- 

TION—ilRS.  CLEVEL.AND.  ' ^ 

Grover  Cleveland -as  24tli  President  was  inaugurated, 
for  the  second  time,  Pdarch  4,  1893.  To  his  Cabinet  he 
called  Walter  0.  Gresham  as  Secretary  of  State;  Hon. 
John  G.  Carlisle,  of  Kentuclcx^  as  Secretary-  of  the  Treas- 
ury;  Daniel  S.  Lamont  (his  Private  Secretarj^  during  his 
first  Administration)  as  Secretaiy  of  War;  Wilson  S. 
BiSvSell,  of  Neiv  York,  as  Postmaster-General,  succeeded 
by  Vv'illiam  L.  Wilson;  Richard  S.  Olney,  of  Alassa- 
chusetts,  was  appointed  Attorney-General.  . i\Ir.  Gresh- 
am died  March,  1895,  and  Mr.  Olney.  was  made  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  Judson  Harmon  Attorney-General. 
Hoke  Smith,  Secretary  of  Interior,  was  succeeded  by 
D.  i\I.  .Francis.  J.  Sterhng  klorton  was  Secretary  of 
Agriculture. 

The  first'  official  act  of  President  Cleveland  after  March 
4,  1893,  was  to  request  the  Senate  to  recall  the  Treaty  of 
Annexation  with  Flaivaii.  That  was  one  of  the  last  acts 
of  President  Harrison's  Administration. 

On  April  14  the  American  Protectorate  was  withdra vrn 
by  Commissioner  Blount,  who  had  been  sent  there  as  the 
President's  direct  representative.  The  Administration 
made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  reinstate  the  dethroned 
Queen. 

The  Republic  of  Hawaii  v;as  proclaimed  by  the  Revo- 
lutionists July  14,  1S93,  and  on  Aug.  9.  it  was  officially 
recognized  by  the  United  States  Government. 

Party  feeling  ran  liiglu  The  people  were  not  in  accord 
with  the  action  oT  tlie  Administration.  Their  S3nnpathies 
were  in  the  interest  of  Hawaii. 

Ill  the  Summer  of  1893  a mone\^  panic  as  severe  as  this 
countiy  was  ever  called  upon  to  meet  swept  over  the  land, 
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Banks  refused  the  usual  discounting  accommodations, 
it  mattered  not  how  financially  stable  the  parties.  Public 
confidence  was  lost. 

The  panic  was  attributed  to  the  "Silver  Purchasing 
Act.”  The  President  convened  a special  Congress  to  take 
measures  toward  relieving  the  pressure.  After  a long 
and  bitter  debate,  the  Silver  Repeal  Act  was  passed  Oct. 
30,  1893.  Part}'  lines  were  obliterated. 

On  Dec.  19  a tariff  bill,  known  as  the  Wilson  Bill,  was 
sent  to  the  House.  . It  was  contested  for  23  days,  and 
passed  Feb.  l,  1894.  It  was  debated  in  the  Senate  until 
Juh',  and  after  numerous  amendments  was  passed  by 
a strict  party  vote,  182  for  and  106  against  the  measure. 

The  House  rejected  the  634  Senate  amendments  in 
gross.  The  Senate  demanded  the  passage  of  their  bill, 
or  no  tariff  legislation.  The  House  conferrees  demanded 
free  raw  materials  and  no  protection  for  sugar.  The 
President's  letter  insisted  on  free  raw  materials;  but  all 
was  in  vain.  The" House  fearing  no  tariff  bill  would  be 
passed,  finally,  on  Aug.  13,  passed  the  Senate  bill. 

- FAILED  TO  SIGN  IT 

The  bill  was  not  satisfactor}'  to  the  President,  and  he 
allowed  it  to  become  a law  without  his  signature  on  Aug. 
27,  1894.  An  income  tax  provision  had  been  inserted  in 
the  bill  at  the  suggestion  of  the  President.  After  much 
rancorous  debate  it  had  limped  through  the  House,  and 
in  much  the  same  way  was  passed  b}"  a reluctant  Senate. 
The  United  States  Supreme  Court  afterward  decided  it 
unconstitutional.  This  was  a disappointment  to  the 
President,  for  it  reduced  the  Government  revenue  $30,- 
000,000.  ' 

The  President,  therefore,  had  to  ask  of  Congress  the 
authority  to  issue  gold  bonds;  or,  by  the  change  in  the 
tariff  laws  the  Government  was’  forced  to  borrow  money 
enough  to  cover  the  deficiencies.  This  recommendation 
of  the  President  was  defeated. 

Following  this  was  an  announcement  from  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  had  already  negotiated  a conditional  sale  of 
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over  $62,000,000  of  four  per  cent,  bonds  to  a syndicate, 
mostly  foreign  capitalists,  having  no  alternative  because 
of  the  "omission  thus  far  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  bene- 
ficially enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  the  premises,'’'  and  recommending  a proposition  to 
issue  three  per  cent,  bonds  by  act  of  Congress. 

i\Ir.  Wilson  reported  a bill  authorizing  the  issue  of 
$65,116,275  of  gold  three  per  cent,  bonds,  as  recommended 
by  the  President.  The  bill  was  called  up  Feb.  14  and 
defeated.  Other  loans  were  subsequently  negotiated. 

In  the  previous  Administration  the  National  debt  was 
reduced  $236,527,666.  In  President  Cleveland's  Ad- 
ministration in  three  years  the  interest  bearing  bonded 
debt  increased  $262,602,245. 

The  revolution  in  Cuba  began  on  Feb.  20,  1895. 
gress  passed  resolutions  fa.voring  the  recognition  of 
belligerencxq  but  the  President  looked  upon  these  reso- 
lutions as  a somewhat  perfunctory  expression  of  opinions 
not  well  diu'ested.  He  was  not  hi  accord  with  the  act  of 
Congress. 

VENEZUELA'S  TROUBLES. 

The  Venezuela  case  came  to  the  front  during  idr.  Cleve- 
land's Administration.  The  Schomburgk  boundary 
lines  ivas  the  vital  question.  The  discoveiy  of  gold  in 
Venezuela  induced  Great  Britain  to  claim  the  boundary 
line  of  British  Guiana  extended  to  the  Orinoco,  which 
included  these  gold  fields. 

When  the  British  subjects  entered  the  disputed  terri- 
tory the  authorities  of  Venezuela  had  them  arrested. 
For  this  Great  Britain  demanded  an  indemnity.  Our 
Government  recoimnended  arbitration,  to  which  Great 
Britain  did  not  accede,  but  threatened  to  seize  a p>art  of 
Venezuela.  President  Cleveland  championed  the  cause 
of  Venezuela  and  defended  the  Monroe  Doctrine  hj  assert- 
ing that  this  Government  could  not  allow  any  foreign 
power  to  get  possession  of  o^ny  part  of  this  continent  by 
any  process. 

Lord  Salisbury  at  first  refused^  decidedly,  to  arbitrate 
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file  question,  but  a few  months  later  England  accepted 
the  proposition  of  the  United  Stales. 

Negotiations  were  pending  with  a New  York  syndicate 
-and  foreign  bankers  for  a new  gold  loan  of  Sioo,ooo,oco. 
England’s  hand  was  seen  when  securities  began  to  be 
unloaded.  Stocks  tumbled,  and  street  was  wild  for 
48  hours.  The  syndicates  asked  for  a larger- rate  of 
interest,  to  enable  them  to  float  the  loan. 

The  press  came  to  the  rescue,  and  suggested  a popular 
loan.  The  Administration  at  last  tried  it.  There  were 
4,640  bids — for  over  8684,000,000 — at  prices  far  better 
than  offered  by  the  syndicate.  The  country  and  the 
Administration  v;ere  surprised  at  the  solid  and  united 
phalanx  of  the  people. 

The  lesson  taught  must  inevitably  be  that  this  patri- 
otic people  will  ever  stand  hy  their  country,  and  that  an 
insufficient  revenue  brings  an  unceasing  deficit.  Instead 
of  a surplus  in  the  Treasur3^  we  are  borrowers  in  the 
market. 

The  effect  of  the  policy  of  the  time,  its  weal  or  woe  for 
the  countr}",  has  been  cast. . It  will  be  written  in  burning 
letters  when  it  shall  have  become  history. 

The  official  ceremonies  of  the  Vfhite  House  vrere  con- 
ducted upon  the  same  dignified  plane  as  has  long  been 
the  custom.  The  semi-officiai  occasions  as  compared 
•with  the  first  Cleveland  Administration  were  conspicuous 
their  absence.  r\Irs.  Cleveland,  who  filled  so  large  a 
space  in  the  social  life  at  Yfashington  in  the  first  reign, 
became  somewhat  retired  in  the  last,  devoting  her  life 
almost  entirely  to  her  children,  showing  herself  quite  as 
much  a queen  in  the  home  as  she  had  xirevioiisl}"  been  in 
societ}\ 

Her  three  children — Ruth,  Esther  and  Clarion — have 
fully  developed  in  her  the  higher  attributes  of  woman- 
hood. Vfhen  she  left  the  Executive  alansion  for  her  new 
home  in  Princeton,  Itlrs.  Cleveland  carried  with  her  the 
love  of  her  counlrywomen.  Through  the  years  she  will 
.be  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  gracious  of  the  Queens 
of  Society  in  the  first  century  of  the  Vfhite  House,  and  the 
blessings  of  tiie  people  will  follow  her 


CHAPTER  XYl.  ' . 

OHIO'S  SOX  HEADS  THE  NATION. 

TRIBUTES  BY  GREAT  SPEAKERS  TO  A GREAT  COMRADE— FORGIKG 
TO  THE  FRONT — SPRE'NG  FROM  STURDA"  STOCK — PRESIDENT 
MCKINLEY’S  DOMESTIC  RELATIONS— HLS  MTFE. 

We  come  to  the  one  in  the  line  of  Presidents  v.'hose  Ad- 
ministration mill  complete  the  first  centnrj"  of  the  White 
House.  AVe  find  for  the  fifth  time  the  country  has  called 
upon  a son  of  Ohio  to  become  its  Chief  Ivlagistrate.  Honors 
are  even  between  Virginia,  the  AiOther  of  Presidents,  and 
Oliio. 

We  also  recall  the  fact  that  in  the  morning  of  the  present 
century  the  broad  acres  and  thrhty  farms  on  wliich  the 
Capital  City  now  stands  were  ovrned  and  had  been  settled 
a centiirj’  back  by  a company  of  sturdy  Scotch-Irish. 

No  people  have  made  a stronger  impress  iijjon  American 
history  than  this  nationality,  and  it  is  a striking  coin- 
cidence that  should  bring  a man  to  wield  the  destinies  of 
the  Nation  out  of  the  evening  of  the  old  into  the  morning 
cf  another  century  whose  Scotch-Irish  blood  tingled  in 
the  veins  of  his  ancestry. 

AVhen  President  hlcKinley  looks  out  of  the  windows  of 
the  AA’hite  Koii.se  over  the  stveeping  lawns  and  on  toward 
the  Potomac  he  is  looking  at  the  same  general  landscape 
that  filled  the  eye  and  heart  cf  honest  Davy  Burns,  and 
he  can  see  the  spot  vrhere  Tom  dioore  wrote  to  Thomas 
plume  the  lines: 

"So  here  I pause;  and  novr,  my  Hume!  we  part; 

But  oh,  full  eft  in  magic  dreams  of  heart 
Thus  let  us  meet  and  mingle  converse  dear 
By  Thames  at  home  or  by  Potomac  here! 

O’er  lakes  and  marsh,  through  fevers  and  through  fogs, 
kMidst  bears  a.nd  Yanlcees,  Democrats  a.nd  frogs, 

'J'hy  foot  shall  follow  uie;  thy  heart  and  eyes 
With  me  shall  wonder,  and  with  me  desjiise. " 

The  Convention  at  St.  Louis  chose  William  ?vIcKinlcy 
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as  their  standard-bearer.  Hon.  ]\Ir.  Foraker,  in  his 
nominating  speech,  said,  among  other  things: 

"His  testimonials  are  of  private  life  without  reproach; 
four  3^ears  of  heroic  service  as  a boy  soldier  on  the  battle- 
fields of  the  Republic  under  such  gallant  Generals  as 
Phihp  H.  Sheridan;  12  years  of  conspicuous  ser\dce  in  the 
halls  of  Congress  associated  with  great  leaders  of  Re- 
publicanism; four  3’ears  of  executive  service  as  Governor 
of  Ohio;  but,  greatest  of  all,  measured  by  present  require- 
ments, leader  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  author 
of  the  i\kKinley  law — a law  under  which  labor  had  richer 
reward  and  the  country  greatly  increased  prosperity.” 
Senator  Thurston,  during  the  speech  by  which  he 
seconded  the  nomination,  said:  "When  tliis  countrj^  called 
to  arms  he  took  into  his  boyish  hands  a musket  and  fol- 
lowed the  flag,  bravely  baring  his  breast  to  the  hell  of 
battle  that  it  might  float  serenely  in  the  Union  sky.  For 
a quarter  of  a century  he  has  stood  in  the  fierce  light  of 
public  place,  and  his  robes  of  office  are  spotless  as  the 
driven  snow.  He  has  cherished  no  higher  ambition  than 
the  honor  of  his  countiy  and  the  welfare  of  the  plain  people. 
Steadfastly,  courageously,  victoriously,  and  with  tongue 
of  fire  he  has  pleaded  their  cause.  * His  God- 

given  powers  are  consecrated  to  the  advancement  and 
renown  of  his  own  country,  and  to  the  uplifting  and  en- 
nobling of  his  own  countrymen.  Omnipotence 

never  sleeps.  Every  great  crisis  brings  a leader.  For 
ever3"  supreme  hour  Providence  finds  a man. 

"That  comfort  and  contentment  may  again  abide,  the 
fireside  glow,  the  women  sing,  the  children  laugh;  yes, 
and  on  behalf  of  that  American  flag,  and  all  it  stands  for 
and  represents,  for  the  honor  of  every  stripe,  for  the  glory 
of  evenr  star,  that  its  power  may  fill  the  earth  and  its 
splendor  span  the  sky,  I ask  the  nomination  of  that  loyal 
American,  fnat  Christian  gentleman,  soldier,  statesman, 
patriot — "William  I c K i n ley . ” 

The  result  we  Irnow.  He  received  the  nomination,  and 
the  people  said:  "Go  higher.” 

Tliat  Convention  addressed  itself  to  the  awakened  in- 
telhgence  of  the  people  by  certain  declarations  of  facts 
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and  principles,  and  then  selected  the  man  whom  they 
could  trust  to  carr}’  them  out.  There  was  no  uncertain 
ring  to  the  platform.  Every  vital  point  had  its  hearing — 
the  tariti,  reciprocity,  sound  mone\'',  pensions!  ^lonroe 
Doctrine,  civil  service.  National  arbitration,  rights  of 
women,  foreign  relations. 

MR.  xMcKIXLEY'S  romance. 

A Pro\ddence  took  Alaj.  ^IcKinley  to  Canton  when  he 
came  to  the  mile-stone  in  life  that  was  to  guide  him  to 
success  or  failure  in  the  affairs  of  men.  There  he  first 
met  i\Iiss  Ida  Saxton  and  subsequently  made  her  his  wife. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  James  A.  Saxton,  one  of  dhe 
leading  men  of  Canton.  There  tlie\''  first  set  up  the  home. 
The  first  shadow  that  came  upon  this  household  was  the 
death  of  their  first-born,  a little  daughter  three  years  old. 
This  was  followed  by  the  death  of  her  mother,  and  soon  the 
second  child,  a baby. 

The  shock  of  this  triple  loss  made  an  invalid  of  Airs. 
AIcKinley  for  several  years.  When  her  husband  came  to 
Congress  she  took  up  her  duties  and  was  his  constant 
companion.  She  was  a close  companion  of  Airs.  Hayes, 
and  was  often  called  upon  to  assist  in  the  social  functions 
of  the'  AVhite  House.  Her  experience,  her  culture  and 
education  have  fully  equipped  her  for  the  duties  she  is  now 
called  upon  to  meet. 

She  is  singularly  attractive  in  person.  She  has  an 
oval  face,  with  large,  deep-blue  eyes  that  express  her  soul 
as  she  looks  into  your  face.  Her  head  is  well  formed  and 
covered  with  soft,  brown,  wavy  hair  tinged  vdth  silver. 
She  keeps  it  short,  vdiich  gives’ her  a youthful  appearance. 

Her  bearing  is  benignant  and  serene,  and  draws  old 
and  young  alike  unto  her.  She  takes  a deep  interest  in 
all  public  questions  and  holds  herself  ready  to  respond  to 
the  requirements  and  duties  devolving  upon  the  first  lady 
of  the  land,  although  she  does  not  hesitate  to  sa}’,  "It  is 
not  of  m3"  choice  that  we  are  here.  Air.  AIcKinle\^  has 
given  so  man}"  }'ears  to  his  countr}"  and  his  countr\"'s 
service  that  it  did  seem  to  me  the  remainder  of  life  he 
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belonged  to  me.  Had  it  been  left  to  me  I would  have  so 
settled  it.'*'  • 

We  hci.ve  seen  l\lr.  ]\IcKinle\"  in  the  various  attitudes  of 
public  life,  but  to  know  the  truest  manhood  that  lies 
vdt hill  him  is  to  know  him  in  his  domestic  relations  from 
the  lips  of  those  who  have  lived  nearest  to  him.  AVe 
knoAv  there  was  never  a m.ore  devoted,  tender,  thoughtful 
.husband — never  sweeter  famity  relations — never  a truer 
friend. 

AVhen  the  imaginary  walls  of  office  are  scaled  that 
shields  a public  man  from  the  masses,  behind  it  President 
McKinle}^  still  wears  the  garb  of  comrade  and  friend,  and 
his  hand  is  ever  extended  for  good  fellowship. 

We  know  the  stock  from  whence  he  sprang.  His 
parents  possessed  the  sterling  qualities  of  good  citizen- 
ship. His  mother  was  a woman  of  strong  and  passionate 
patriotism.  She  was  one  who  was  v.filling  to  make  sacri- 
fices to  save  her  country's  fiag.  She  was  now'  reaping 
her  rew'ard.  AAlien  w'e  saw  her  in  the  home  of  the  Presi- 
dent, sitting  there  in  the  beaut}''  and  serenity  of  years  that 
brought  a halo  over  her,  we  asked  if  it  was  not  a proud 
day  for  her  to  see  her  son  President,  she  sweetly  answ'ered: 

am  proud  to  be  tlie^  mother  of  niy  boy  ” 

DAWN  OF  A NEW  CENTURY. 

We  are  nearing  the  time  when  the  hour  will  be  rung, 
the  curtain  wall  go  down,  the  lights  turned  out,  and  the 
dawm  of  a new'  century  w'ill  appear.  And  what  have  we 
of  this  century  to  bequeath  to  it?  Let  us  see.  The  little 
narrow  strip  of  territory  lying  along  the  small  portion 
of  the  Atlantic  coast,  about  as  large  as  the  State  of  Texas, 
has  been  added  to  from  time  to  time.  Before  any  of  the 
acquisitions  of  the  last  w'ar  our  possessions  had  grow'n 
until  they  were  50  times  greater  tlian  the  13  original 
States,  it  seems  a little  late  in  the  century  to  raise  the 
cry  against  expansion.  But  now'  a hundred  3'ears  of  our 
Rqmblic  has  been  comjneted,  President  AdcKinlcy  lias 
made  up  the  Ncitional  ledger,  a balance  sheet  is  presented 
fox  iospeclion  rVftcr  a century  of  expant>!on  the  Consti- 
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tution  is  siroriHer  than  ever  to-day.  The  Government 
has  a siaiiding  at  home  and  abroad  that  it  never  had  be- 
fore. 

AVheii  John  Adams  entered  the  White  House,  Xov.  IJ, 
1800,  24  3*ears  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  tiie 
houses  in  Washington  would  scarce W accommodate  the 
small  reiinue  of  olficials,  54  in  number,  including  the 
President,  Secretaries  and  clerks. 

Penns^dvania  Avenue  was  a deep  morass  covered  with 
alder  bushes.  The  streets  were  roads  and  the  sidewalks 
cow-palhs.  One  wing  only  of  the  Capitol  was  finished. 
To-da\^  it  is  a city  of  palaces;  silent  in  its  magnificence-— 
a dream-world  of  column  and  capital,  shaded  parks  and 
broad  avenues. 

Since  tliis  centur^^  began  this  X^ation  has  become  a 
giant  among  nations.  What  has  it  wrought?  W'hat 
lias  invention  and  discovery  brought  to  it?  The  popu- 
lation teas  5,308,483.  To-day,  in  round  numbers,  it  has 
75,000,000  of  people. 

When  John  Adams  entered  the  White  House,  100  3^ears 
ago,  Robert  Fulton's  steamer  Claremont  had  not  sailed  up 
the  Hudson.  Since  that  time  the  echoes  from  the  puffs 
of  that  little  craft  have  been  heard  around  the  world,  and 
the  commerce  of  the  earth  has  taken  on  new  proportions. 

President  Adams  and  Congress  traveled  b\'  horse  and 
chaise  to  tl le  new  Capital,  and  tvere  lost  in  the  forest  before 
reaching  Washington.  To-day  there  is  not  a Capital  of 
a State  in  the  Union,  from  ocean  to  ocean,  from  lake  to 
gulf,  that  a palace  car  does  not  enter  over  the  steel  high- 
Weivs  of  the  continent.  The  first  track  laid,  the  first  puff 
of  a locomotive,  and  the  first  trial  trip  made  was  from 
Washington  to  Baltimore. 

There  was  no  electric  telegraph,  but  the  potent  in- 
fluences of  the  cent urv  bade  it  spring  into  life,  and  "deep 
calleth  to  deep,”  ‘'and  tlic  deep  utterelli  bis  voice,”  and  lire 
X”ations  of  tine  ea.rili  sp^ealc  witli  one  tongue,  and  with  the 
morning  and.  the  evening  sun  thev  are  in  touch  with  each 
other. 

i lie  same  S]iirit  of  discover}^  dominated  other  minds  in 
the  cculury.  The  tciephone  has  enabled  the  Washing- 
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tonian  to  literally  speak  face  to  face  with  his  neighbor  In 
New  York.  Thomas  Edson  has  divided  the  electric 
current  and  its  light  indefinitely,'SO  tha'  man  holds  a 
torch  in  his  hand  and  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  are 
tliereby  ma.de  light. 

Through  the  discoveries  of  the  century  lightning  has 
become  a winged  messenger.  It  has  been  harnessed  to 
cliariots  and  man  has  commanded  it  to  stand  still  and 
become  the  beacon  light  to  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  Ohio  River  was  the  limit  of  civilization;  now  it  is 
bounded  only  b}^  the  waters  of  the  deep,  and  the  great 
deserts  are  dotted  with  the  cities  of  the  plain. 

Chicago  had  neither'  habitation  nor  name;  to-day  it 
numbers  one  and  a half  million  souls.  The  first  world's 
exposition  was  in  London,  not  50  \^ears  ago.  The  great- 
est exposition  of  the  world  was  celebrated  in  Chicago  in 
1893.  In  its  suburbs  arose  the  "White  City/'  an  apoca- 
l3^pse  in  architecture,  a poem  in  fairy  palaces.  The 
nations  walked  in  the  light  of  it  and  the  kings  of  the 
earth  brought  their  glory  unto  it. 

Our  cities,  our  homesy  charities,  churches,  universities, 
public  schools  and  libraries  speak  with  a tongue  not 
misimderstood.  By  energ}^,  thrift,  true  manhood  and  a 
pure  patriotism  we  have  commanded  the  respect  of  the 
world,  but  we  have  reached  a strategic  point  in  Nation 
making,  and  it  will  require  statesmanship  of  a high  order 
to  hold  the  things  attained,  and  true  leadership  to  repre- 
sent the  responsibilities  of  the  hour,  in  our  foreign  policies 
and  civic  aspirations.  And  such  it  is  believed  we  have 
in  President  McKinle\^  and  the  Cabinet  he  has  chosen. 
With  such  men  as  the  following  he  has  wise  advisers: 
Senator  John  Sherman  for  Secretar\"  of  State  and  Judge 
Da3^  his  Assistant;  L3’man  J.  Gage,  of  Chicago,  as  Secre- 
tar3^  of  the  Treasur\y  Russell  A.  Alger,  of  i\Iichigan,  as 
Secretar3^  of  AVar;  John  D.  l^ong,  of  Massachusetts,  at  the 
head  of  the  Nav3y  Cornelius  N.  Bliss,  Secretar\’'  of  the 
Interior;  Josejdi  3.IcKenna,  of  California,  x\ttorne3’- 
General;  James  A.  Gar3q  of  Alar3dand,  Postmaster- 
General,  and  James  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  as  Secretar3'  of 
Agriculture. 
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They  will  find  that  the  seed  planting  is  done;  tliat  tlie 
blade  has  ap^xared,  also  the  ear,  and  the  full  corn  in  tiie 
ear,  and  the  question  for  statesmen  to  solve  is  how  the 
liarvesting  shall  be  done.  How  shall  it  be  made  free  to 
all?  How  shall  every  man  have  liis  share  in  the  work, 
and  no  one  be  left  without  the  power  of  bringing  happiness 
to  himself  b}"  doing  something,^  making  or  creating  som-e- 
thing  that  will  help  to  fill  the  National  garners  of  the 
incoming  century? 

This  Administration  took  the  reins  when  a blight  had 
swept  over  the  countrjq*  when  industries  were  stagnant, 
manufactories  silent,  farmers  disheartened,  citizens  un- 
emplo3xd,  and  our  finances  gone  wool-gathering. 

Through  the  guidance  of  the  Ship  of  State  by  President 
AIcKinley  the  broken  cords  of  a dismembered  people — a 
disorganized  industrial  condition — v'as  taken  up  and 
attached  once  more  to  the  wheels  of  Conmierce  and  Prog- 
rCvSS.  The  smoke  from  the  valleys  tells  us  that  the  fur- 
naces'are  in  blast;  the  wliirr  of  the  spindles  are  again 
heard;  the  farmer  is  sowing  and  reaping,  and  renurner- 
ated  for  his  labor;  the  capitalist  is  seeking  the  laborer 
and  the  artisan,  and  the  wage-earner  is  recompensed  for 
Ills  service.  • 

The  policy  planned  by  Hamilton,  advocated  b^'  Yfash- 
ington,  secured  by  IMcKinley,  will  again  bring  the  hand- 
maidens of  Peace  and  ProsperiH  to  reign  in  the  iaiicL 
The  first  century  in  the  White  House  is  ended.  How  short 
the  c^dce  appears  compared  with  the  histories  of  the  aid 
world,  and  yet,  when  measured  by  the  things  done  in 
God's  universe,  how  long  the  span. 

When  the  glad  morning  of  a new  centuiy  is  ushered  in, 
this  Republic,  foimded  on  the  rock  of  freedom,  blessed 
v/ith  every  gift  of  nature,  laden  withi  the  richest  possi- 
bilities, will  stand  in  tlie  simshine  of  its  glory  ready  to 
lead  the  Republics  of  the  world  in  their  march  toward 
Eberty.  Through  all  this  hundred  years  the  sun  Iras 
sent  its  morning  kiss  on  the  crest  of  tlie  waves  of  the,  old 
Atlantic  to  the  shores  of  tliis  Christian  Republic,  and  for 
half  a century  when  it  lias  sunk  behind  the  sunset  wSea  its 
ra^es  liave  tipped  its  good-night  through  our  Golden  Gale 
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of  ihe  great  Pacific.  At  the  end  of  tliiwS  lOO  years,  with  the 
Anlilles  in  the  East,  and  the  Golden  Gate, the  Ida  waits,  and 
our  Phiiip})ines  in  tlie  west,  vre  have  reached  tlie  hour 
when  the  sun  never  sets  in  our  domadn,  and  it  is  always 
morning  in  our  Republic.  A_  grateful  Republic  will  not 
forget  in  the  closing  da\^s  of  the  iqlh  centiirs'  what  it  owes 
to  vVm,  i'JcKinley,  President  of  tliese  United  Slates. 
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CHAPTER  XVH. 


HOMES  ’on  LAFAYETTE  SOrARE. 

THE  WHITE  HOLA'P:  TPIr’.  PHRST  BITLT  THE  SQUARE— ST.  -JOEiX’S 

CHURCH — DI-:CUTAR'S  SliRVICr^  TO  HTS  COO.'TIUi'— 7 F.ROA' E 
BOX.VPARTI-: — AX  'TT^'-TORTCAr.  TARTY — THE  FAT-AI,  HUE!.— AX 
HISTORIC  ESTlWATi: — HEXRY’ CI^AY’  IX  THE  7.)ECATI:R  AiAXSIc  X. 
EDWARD  LIVrXGSTOX — OTHER  AJEX  OP’  XOTE — THE  STCKT.PTS 
HOAIE — SUCCESSIVELY  TPIE  KO.ME  OF  TPTREE  SECRET.VRIP7.S 
OF  TPIE  X-AVY— RESIDEXv'^E  OF  DOLLY  H.ADISOX— FAYOUS 
:MEX  PASSED  ITS  PORTAI-S— GEX.  AIcCLELLAX'S  PIEaDQUAR- 
TERS — PIOME  OF  OGLE  TAY'LOE — SEVvLVRD  AIAXSIOX  AXD  ITS 
TRAGIC  REYIXISCEXCES. 

i 

The  White  House  was  the  first  house  built  on  Lafayette 
Square.  ’It  was  completed  in  1 800.  Xo  other  house  Wc.s 
erected  on  the  vSquare  until  after  the  War  of  1812. 

As  late  as  1812  the  whole  space  from  I5tii  to  17th  streets 
was  a neglected  common,  entirely  destitute  of  trees,  and 
was  the  parade-ground  for  the  militia  muster. 

There  was  but  one  house  between  this  common  and  the 
"Seven  Buildings.’'  The  only  houses  north  of  the  com- 
mon were  one  that  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  Riggs 
residence,  and  an  old  rickety  house  on  the  northeast 
angle  of  the  Square  on  Vermont  avenue,  which  was  suc- 
cessively owned  by  Air.  Corcoran  and  Air.  Riggs. 

In  the  primitive  da\^s,  when  this  Square  was  but  a 
waste  place,  at  its  west  angle  there  was  an  oval  race- 
course; and  the  Avenue  at  lytli  and  201I1  streets  was  ilie 
home-stretch,  with  the  judge's  stand  near  the  residence  of 
Air.  William  T.  Carroll,  on  F street. 

The  original  plan  of  tlie  city,  it  is  said,  embraced  the 
whole  area  from  15th  to  171I1  street  in  tlie  Presidential 
grounds,  but  under  the  direction  of  Air.  JclTersoii  they 
were  reduced  to  their  present  dimensioiis,  forming  lltc 
streets  15th  and  17th,  and  cutting  off  Lafayette  Square. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  V'ar  of  1812,  St.  John's  Church 
was  built.  The  first  private  house  was  built  by  Commo- 
dore Decatur  in  1S19.  He  purclia.scd  the  lot  on  tlie  corner 
of  H and  i6th  streets,  and  Latrobe  was  the  architect  of  the 
house.  It  was  expected  that  the  other  Commodores, 
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Rodgers  and  Ridgely,  would  build  houses  similar  on 
opposite  angles  of  the  Square. 

Commodore  Decatur's  first  home  was  one  of  the  Seven 
Buildings.”  He  was  a man  of  high  renown  and  did  his 
country^  noble  ser\dce.  He  was  an  eminently  patriotic 
man,  as  is  manifested  in  his  celebrated  toast:  ""My 
country,  may  she  always  be  right;  but,  right  or  wrong,  my 
country.” 

IVIrs.  Decatur  was  a woman  of  rare  accomplishments. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  ]\ii.  Wheeler,  an  eminent  mer- 
chant of  Norfolk.  He  gave  her  every  advantage  that 
mone}"  could  bring.  She  left  school  with  high  honors, 
and  for  years  was  the  reigning  belle  of  Norfolk. 

It  is  said  that  her  hand  was  sought  by  Jerome  Bona- 
parte; but  by  the  advice  of  her  friend,  Robert  G.  Harper, 
she  rejected  him.  Mr.  Harper  predicted,  what  afterward 
turned  out  to  be  the  case  with  his  marriage  with  jMiss 
Patterson,  that  Napoleon  would  repudiate  the  marriage. 

The  history  of  Decatur's  life  was  written  in  the  decora- 
tions on  the  walls  of  this  house.  There  were  paintings 
of  celebrated  battles  and  trophies  of  war,  gold  medals  and 
gold  swords,  tlie  gifts  of  Congress,  articles  of  virtu,  ser- 
vices of  plate,  gifts  from  the  Cities  of  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
delphia, bits  of  oriental  furniture  purchased  or  captured 
in  conflicts  in  Barbary,  or  on  the  high  seas.  In  these 
spacious  rooms  the  grand  assemblies  gathered  down 
to  the  Saturday  night  before  the  fatal  duel  was  fought 
This  party  was  given  in  honor  of  i\Irs.  Gouverneur,  the 
daughter  of  President  Monroe,  then  a bride.  Commodore 
Decatur,  cognizant  of  the  affair  of  honor  which  awaited 
him,  was  the  same  affable  host,  his  wife,  even,  being  un- 
conscious of  the  cloud  that  hung  over  them. 

The  next  week  Commodore  Porter  was  to  give  a similar 
party.  During  the  evening  Decatur  said  to  his  confidant. 
Commodore  Porter,  may  spoil  your  party,”  _ _ 

The  following  Wednesday,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  Efe- 
catur  arose,  walked  silently  out  of  the  house,  crossed 
Lafayette  Square,  and  proceeded  to  Beale's  Tavern,  near 
fire  Capitol,  wdiere  he  and  his  seconds  breakfasted.  The 
dud  was  fought  at  BLadensburg^  at  $ o'clock.  Decat*^ 
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T\*as  morlally  wounded,  and  was  brought  to  his  home, 
where  he  died  in  the  basement  room  of  the  house  on  the 
evening  of  the  day  of  the  duel. 

Excitement  ran  high,  and  Commodore  Barroui,  although 
maimed  for  life,  was  the  recipient  of  anathemas  from 
hearts  tortured  with  agony  for  the  noble  Decatur  dead. 
But  since  then  man}’  a naval  officer  lias  changed  liis 
mind  in  regard  to  this  unfortunate  affair. 

There  is  a period  which  elapses  after  the  death  of  a^^y 
hero  when  he  passes  out  of  patriotic  into  historic  estiu'r  te; 
and  there  are  many  to-day  who  believe  that  Decatur’s 
renewed  and  unrelenting  pursuit  of  Barron  was  tlie  cause 
of  tlie  duel. 

It  is  related  by  those  living  near,  that  iUrs. Decatur  lived 
on  in  this  house  three  yeans,  secluded  and  alone,  and  tlien 
removed  to  Kalorama,  where  her  husband  was  buried. 
Here  she  entertained  with  great  display.  lier  last  days 
were  spent  in  Georgetown,  and  she  died  in  the  Convent  in 
1S55.  ' , 

. After  IMrs.  Decatur  left  her  home  she  rented  it  to  the 
Russian  I\linister,  Baron  Tuyl.  His  name  and  fame 
seem  to  have  been  founded  upon  his  being  an  ei)icure,  his 
liberal  hospitality  and  the  excellence  of  his  dinners. 

When  he  left  Washington,  John  Quincy  Adams  was 
President, .and  his  Secretar\’  of  State,  Henry  Clay,  occu- 
pied the  Decatur  house.  Here  he  sustained  his  social 
position  and  added  dignity  to  the  hallowed  memories  of 
this  home. 

Martin  Van  Buren  succeeded  Mr.  Clay  as  Secretaiy  of 
State,  during  President  Jackson's  Administration,  and 
occupied  this  house.  Whth  his  love  of  show,  he  was  not 
outdone  by  Henry  Clay  in  the  style  of  his  entertainments. 

WTen  the  Jackson  Cabinet  was  broken  up,  the  accom- 
plished statesman,  Edward  Livingston,  succeeded  Mr. 
Van  Buren  in  the  Cabinet  and  in  his  home.  This  ap- 
pointment undoubtedly  grew  out  of  the  v:arm  attach- 
ment that  sprung  up  between  Gen.  Jackson  and  Air. 
Livingston  at  New  Orleans. 

Edward  Livingston  was  the  brother  of  the  Chancellor 
of  New  York.  He  left  his  native  State  to  make  a home  in 
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the  new  domain  of  Louisiana.  His  marriage  with  the 
charming  I\Iadame  Aloreau,  the  midnight  wedding  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Ursiiline  Convent  of  New  Orleans,  the 
vicissitudes  she  and  her  family  experienced,  her  exile 
from  San  Domingo,  and  her  love  for  her  adopted 
countr}",  are  well  known  incidents  in  history. 

When  Mr.  Livingston  first  came  to  AVashington  as  a 
member  of  Congress,  klonroe  was  President.  He  was 
afterward  sent  as  Senator,  and  then  was  tendered  the 
}X)rtfolio  of  Secretary  of  Slate,  which  he  relinquished 
when  made  Minister  to  the  Court  of  France. 

His  beautiful  wife  and  his  daughter,  Cora  Livingston, 
made  the  Decatur  house  the  social  center  of  Washington 
society  during  the  Jackson  Administration.  I\irs.  Liv- 
ingston was  a woman  of  rare  endowments,  and  her  mantle 
gracefully  fell  upon  their  worthy  child.  Cora  married 
Thomas  Barton,  who  was  afterward  Secretary  of  Lega- 
tion with  her  father.  Both  of  these  women  spent  their 
widowhood  at  the  grand  old  mansion  on  the  Hudson, 
I\Tontgomery  Place.  ]\Irs.  Livingston  laid  down  her  life 
in  October,  i860,  full  of  years  and  full  of  honor. 

Years  have  waxed  and  waned  since  the  beautiful  Cora 
Livingston  was  the  reigning  belle  of  Jackson's  Admin- 
istration. Her  last  visit  to  the  city  of  her  childhood's 
home,  in  1871,  brought  back  "Our  Lady  of  the  Manor," 
in  clinging  black  robes,  a quaint  hood  of  black  silk  with 
its  soft  white  rouche  touching  brow  and  cheek  that  were 
no  longer  \mung.  And  yet  she  was  the  center  of  at- 
traction and  reverence  wherever  she  appeared.  She  too 
rests  at  the  manor  on  the  liudson,  and  other  lives  have 
individualized  the  home  on  Lafayette  Square. 

Sir  Charles  Vaughan,  the  British  Minister,  lived  here. 
He  was  a bachelor,  but  he  made  his  house  a center  for 
refined  and  elegant  society,  and  with  his  gracious  manner 
and  open  hospitality  entertained  in  true  British  fashion. 

On  hLs  leaving  the  Decatur  house,  "mine  host"  of  the 
National  Hotel,  Mr.  John  Gadsby,  occupied  it  until  his 
death. 

The  Baron  Hyde  de  Neuville  represented  the  French 

aiistocras^^  qI  the  old  tegune,  and  the  Decatur  hou^  was 
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his  home.  They  entertained  royally;  on  receiving  her 
guests  the  Baroness  used  to  say: 

"T  am  charming  to  see  jmu.” 

For  a time  this  house  was  rented  by  the  Government 
and  used  for  offices,  and  was  afterward  purchased  by  Gen. 
Edward  Fitzgerald  Beale.  On  this  transfer  the  Decatur 
mansion  fell  into  worthy  hands.  Gen.  Beale  wa.s  the 
grandson  of  Commodore  Thomas  Truxtun.  Commodore 
Decatur  was  a Afidshipman  under  Truxtun,  and  thus  it 
came  that  the  grandson  of  his  old  commander  kept  the 
charming  lialls  and  grand  salons  brilliant  with  the  re- 
vived splendor  of  past  da3"s. 

The  next  house  built  on  the  Square  was  the  one  known 
as  the  Stockton-Sickles  house.  It  stands  a few  rods  to  the 
south  of  the  Decatur  house,  and  was  built  by  Dr.  Ewell, 
of  the  Navy.  It  successively^  passed  into  the  hands  of 
three  Secretaries  of  the  Navy,  Smith  Thompson,  South- 
ard, and  "Woodburyq  i\Ir.  Woodbury  living  there  while 
Secretary^  of  the  Treasury^  and  the  Navy. 

William  C.  Rives,  Senator  from  Virginia,  was  the  next 
occupant,  and  then  Dr.  Flarris,  of  the  Navy.  It  was  after- 
vrard  purchased  by  i\Ir.  Stockton,  Purser  in  the  Navyn 
His  wife  was  a niece  of  Mr.  Decatur,  and  lived  with  him 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Stockton, 
Daniel  E.  Sickles,  then  member  of  Congress  from  New 
York,  rented  the  house,  and  into  it  took  his  young  and 
inexperienced  wife. 

When  Air.  and  Mrs.  Sickles  lived  there,  Lafay^ette 
Square  was  in  its  infancy.  The  tall  trees  that  are  now 
towering  to  the  tops  of  tire  houses,  giving  grateful  shelter 
and  shade,  were  then  merely  shrubs.  The  waving  of  a 
handkercliief  could  be  seen  distinctW  at  the  club-house 
opposite.  This  was  the  signal  used  by  the  once  innocent, 
then  tempted  and  ruined,  wife  and  Keyu  The  betrayal 
and  death  by^  Sickles’s  hand  came  in  quick  succession.  A 
shattered  home  only'  was  left. 

We  gladly'  turn  tlie  ])ages  of  history  and  come  iq.)on 
sunnier  dayvs,  v'hcn  Scliuy'ler  Colfax,  with  his  mother  and 
sister,  the  incomparable  host  and  hostess,  reigned  over 
the  household  gathered  within  these  walls. 
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On  the  corner  of  Lafayette  Place  and  H wstreet  stands 
the  house  in  which  ]\Irs.  Madison,  for  several  }’ears  after 
her  husband's  death,  held  court.  It  was  built  hy  Richard 
Cutts,  Airs.  Aladison's  brother-in-law.  This  was  the 
sister  Cutts  upon  whom  this  rli3mie  was  written,  after  the 
ride  with  Airs.  Aladison,  when  the  White  House  was 
burned,  in  1814: 

"'Al3^  sister  Cutts,  and  Cutts  and  I, 

And  Cutts's  children  three, 

AAnll  fill  the  coach,  so  3'ou  must  ride 
On  horseback  after  we.” 

This  house  came  later  into  the  possession  of  Airs.  Aladi- 
son, who  was  compelled,  for  econonw's  sake,  to  rent  it  in 
turn  to  Attorne3"-General  Crittenden,  Hon.  William  C. 
Preston,  and  Air.  Roosevelt,  of  New  York.  Here  the  ac- 
complished Airs.  Roosevelt  did  honor  to  the  home  of  Airs. 
Aladison  b3^  entertaining  in  true  Knickerbocker  st3de. 

The  last  3'ears  of  Airs.  Aladison's  life  was  spent  in  this 
house.  Her  New  Year's  and  Fourth  of  July  receptions 
were  honored  b3"  the  same  throng  of  visitors,  dignitaries 
and  strangers  who  had  previousK'  made  their  official 
visit  to  the  President.  After  her  death  her  house  was 
purchased  b3"  Commodore  Wilkes,  who  captured  Alason 
and  Slidell. 

During  the  war  it  was  the  Headquarters  of  Gen.  AIc- 
Clellan.  A sight  of  frequent  occurrence  in  those  da3’s 
was  the  General  with  liis  Chief  of  Staff,  Gen.  AIarc3q  his 
Aids,  Count  de  Chartres  and  Comte  de  Paris,  with  Prince 
de  Joinville  at  their  side,  in  full  militar3^  costume, 
mounted,  read3^  to  gallop  off  over  the  Potomac  hills. 

For  man3"  3’ears  it  was  rented  to  the  French  Claims 
Commission,  and,  at  last,  was  purchased  hy  the  Cosmos 
Club.  Under  their  supervision  it  underwent  extensive 
repairs,  and  is  now  the  cheerful  headquarters  of  the 
literati  of  Washington. 

A few  rods  to  the  south  of  this  is  the  house  once  owned 
and  occupied  b3''  Benjamin  Ogle  Ta3"loe.  It  was  com- 
pleted in  1828,  btit  owning  to  a want  of  affihation  witli  the 
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incoming  Administration  of  Gen.  Jackson,  the  house  was 
leased  Thomas  Swan,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Washing- 
ton, and  father  of  Gov.  Swan,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Swan  owned  the  house  that  has  long  been  known 
as  the  home  of  W.  W.  Corcoran,  and  was  leased  to  the 
Russian  Alinister,  Baron  Krudener. 

When  J\Ir.  Tayloe  came  into  possession  of  his  house,  for 
40  years  he  dispensed  a liberal  and  elegant  hospitality. 
He  entertained  under  this  roof  the  most  eminent  of  his 
countrymen  and  the  most  distinguished  foreigners  that 
have  visited  this  land. 

The  last  visit  made  by  Geii.  William  Henry  Harrison 
' to  any  private  house  was  to  that  of  3,Ir.  Tayloe,  to  whom 
he  announced  his  intention  of  making  his  brother,  Ed- 
' ward  Ta^doe,  United  States  Treasurer. 

His  long  residence  abroad  as  Secretary  to  IMinister 
Rush,  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  did  not  alienate  him  from 
his  love  for  his  native  land.  His  friends  and  his  corre- 
spondence prove  this.  From  a characteristic  letter  to 
his  friend,  R.  R.  Wormeley,  of  Newport,  R.  L,  in  1850,  we 
quote  the  following  (President  Zachary  Taylor  had  just 
died): 

"I  deeply  regret  the  demise  of  the  late  President  and 
highly  rejoice  in  that  of  his  Cabinet. 

^'There's  a sweet  little  cherub  that  sits  up  aloft, 

To  keep  watch  for  the  life  of  poor  Jack. 

A union  of  lakes,  a union  of  lands, 

A union  of  States  none  can  sever; 

A union  of  hearts,  a union  of  hands. 

The  American  Union  forever,' 

will  be  my  toast  whenever  called  upon  for  the  issues  of 
my  heart." 

In  the  latter  part  of  February,  1859,  when  the  tragical 
event  took  place  of  the  shooting  of  Philip  Barton  Ke\^  by 
Gen.  Sickles,  the  former  was  carried  into  the  home  of  Air. 
Tayloe,  who  was  a relative  ot  Ke^^,  where  he  died  a few 
moments  after. 

Mr.  Tayloe  was  married  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  1824,  to  ?vliss 
Julia  Maria  Dickinson.  She  was  by  birth  and  educa- 
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tion  fitted  to  adorn  such  a home.  In  the  Summer  of  1855 
she  passed  awa^i  In  years  after,  'Mr.  Tayloe  married 
Miss  Phoebe  Warren,  of  Troy.  He  died  in  Rome,  and 
upon  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  occurred  only  four 
years  ago,  the  Corcoran  Art  Gallery  came  into  possession 
of  all  the  works  of  art  that  adorned  this  beautiful  home, 
the  gift  of  i\irs.  Ta^cloe.  A fine  library,  pictures,  bric-a- 
brac  and  specimens  of  clyptic  art  comprise  this  collection. 

Near  the  middle  of  the  block  stands  the  most  historic 
building  in  the  Square.  The  ground  upon  which  this 
house  was  built  was  once  owned  b}^  Henry  Clay. 

It  is  told  that  he  came  into  possession  of  it  by  the  exer- 
cise of  the  profession  which  Mrs.  Clay  said  did  not  dis- 
turb her,  because  he  alwa3^s  won.  He  exchanged  this  lot 
with  Commodore  Rodgers  for  a jackass  which  he  had 
brought  from  a foreign  port.  The  beast  was  transferred 
to  liis  celebrated  stock  farm  in  Kentuck^q  and  there  is  a 
tradition  that  the  mules  for  which  old  Kentuck\^  is  so 
famous  ovee  their  origin  to  this  bra^dng  grandfather  of 
Lafaj'ette  Square. 

The  house  was  built  b^^  Commodore  Rodgers,  who  was 
known  as  the  Nestor  of  the  Kavy.  After  his  death  it  was 
the  home  of  Roger  B.  Tane^^  while  Secretary-  of  the  Treas- 
uiy;  then  of  Mr.  Paulding,  Secretar\^  of  the  Na\y.  It 
subsequenth"  became  a club-house,  and  was  afterward 
sold,  repaired,  and  rented  to  ex-Gov.  William  H.  Seward, 
then  Secretary  of  State.  ' - 

During  the  eight  vmars  that  Mr.  Seward  occupied  tliis 
house  an  elegant  hospitality^  was  extended  that  drew 
around  him  the  foremost  men  of  the  land.  He  held  an 
important  place  among  politicians.  His  ^'Higher  Law” 
and  his  '"Irrepressible  Conflict”  stamped  him  among  the 
great  minds  in  politics. 

AVhen  shadows  penetrated  this  home  in  the  attempted 
assassination  of  :vlr.  Seward,  sorrow  sat  upon  every^ 
threshold  of  the  Nation.  For  months  father  and  son 
languished  on  beds  of  suffering  from  the  merciless  blows 
of  Payme.  But  the  light  of  this  home  was  not  all  dark- 
ened until  the  lovely^  daughter,  ^companion,  confidante 
and  comforter  of  tlie  father  passed  out  of  its  portals  to 
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return  no  more  forever.  Al\va\’s  delicate,  her  frauilo 
plwsique  could  not  resist  the  shock  of  this  crowning 
tragedy.  With  her  going  out  onh"  a memory  and  a wait- 
ing was  left  the  illustrious  broken-hearted  father. 

In  the  years  that  have  come  and  gone,  new  graves  have 
opened;  father  and  daughter  are  joined  in  the  ^better 
country",  wliere  nations  cannot  tremble  and  where  aflec' 
tions  cannot  be  severed. 

A little  later  and  the  grand  saloon  of  the  Seward  house, 
with  its  tragedies  and  its  shadows,  j)resented  new  scenes 
and  festive  seasons.  The  halls  re-echoed  niirtlifulness 
and  the  walls  sent  back  sweet  sounds.  General  and  3,Irs. 
Belknap  repeated  the  festivities  of  the  old  regime.  She 
was  a social  queen  of  rare  endowment,  but  the  summons 
came — there  was  a new-made  grave  over  which  the  Win- 
ter winds  moaned,  and  other  hearts  were  made  desolate. 
The  shadows  of  grief  again  fell  over  tlie  old  mansion.  In 
the  year  that  followed  the  old  associations  revived  for  a 
da^q  but  with  a flickering  light;  and  when  the  curtain  fell 
again  upon  the  festive  scenes  of  the  old  home,  it  was  to 
cover  the  weaknesses  of  human  nature. 

It  has  since  lx?en  used  as  Governmental  Hea.d- 
quarters  for  the  Commissary  Department.  And 
lastly,  the  ample  halls  and  grand  saloon  were  decorated 
and  adorned  with  fresh  frescoes  and  historic  devices  for 
the  leading  genius  of  the  Republican  party,  James  G. 
Blaine. 

In  1862  IVlr.  Blaine  took  his  seat  in  Congress.  i\[ore 
than  a quarter  of  a centuiy  lias  passed,  and  who  is  tliere 
among  our  public  men  to-day  that  could  better  tell  our 
couhtr\"'s  story? 

In  1862  Abraham  Lincoln,  William  H.  Seward,  Stephen 
A.  Douglas,  Charles  Sumner,  James  A.  Garfield,  Chester 
A.  Arthur,  John  A.  Logan,  L^oscoe  Conkling,  Robert  E. 
Lee,  Stonewall  Jackson,  John  B.  Floyd  were  among  the 
living.  All  have  since  passed  before  the  judge  of  all,  and 
have  answered  for  their  mortal  deeds. 

Mr.  Blaine  saw  the  country  pass  from  slavery  to  liberty; 
'from  a country  bound  in  chains  to  a Nation  robed  in  glory. 
In  the  changing  kaleidoscope  he  saw  tlie  National  Capital 
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transformed  from  a miserable  mockery  of  a city  into  a 
magnificent  metropolis. 

Not  only  was  i\Ir.  Blaine  a witness  to  all  these  changes, 
but  his  finger  was  on  the  heart  of  the  Nation,  and  he 
noted  its  every  pulsation.  He  saw  the  political,  social 
and  intellectual  revolution  and  watched  its  results,  and 
noted  that  jo\’  came  to  the  multitude  and  sorrow  by  means 
of  it  to  none.  He  saw  candidates  of  party  preferment  come 
and  go,  like  Clay,  Webster,  Seward,  Calhoun  and  Douglas, 
and  if  he  himself  sometimes  felt  the  sharp  sting  of  dis- 
appointment, he  was  in  illustrious  company.  His  per- 
sonal magnetism,  his  dignified  3"et  courteous  bearing,  his 
profound  statesmanship  brought  to  him  the  admiration 
of  his  friends  and  the  respect  of  his  political  enemies. 

This  great  man,  whose  fame  needs  no  expansion  from 
my  pen,  will  ever  remain  at  the  top  of  the  list  of  American 
statesmen.  His  services  to  his  countr}^  are  recorded  in  the 
annals  of  our  time,  and  will  prove  an  incentive  to  glorious 
endeavor  to  thousands  of  youth  now  living,  as  well  as  to 
thousands  3^et  unborn. 

The  wondrous  personal  magnetism  of  this  distinguished 
man  is  a theme  upon  which  man^^  pens  have  been  exerted, 
only  to  prove  their  insufficiency.  i\Iy  own  would  figure 
in  this  list  were  I to  attempt  to  describe  the  indescribable. 

I have  felt  the  charm  of  his  manner  in  personal  inter- 
view, and  can  onty  sa.y  that  nothing  more  dignified,  and 
3"et  more  winning,  have  I met.  His  commanding  person, 
his  intellectual  features,  his  agreeable  voice,  his  amazing 
facihty  for  sa^dng  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time,  were 
points  which  leave  all  comparison  with  any  statesman 
now  living  far  behind. 

His  footstep  was  on  the  threshold  of  the  Seward  home; 
a fit  occupant  within  those  walls,  sacred  with  National 
memories.  No  location  in  Washington  was  more  at- 
tractive; opposite  the  waving  green  of  Lafa^^ette  Square, 
the  home  of  the  Presidents  on  the  left.  In  the  atmosphere 
of  homes  of  near  a century's  growth,  he  tock  up  the  pen 
of  history  with  hopes  and  honor,  and  added  another  page 
to  his  countr^^'s  gioi%v 

Not  a century  ago  a corner  of  Lafayette  Square  was 
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f marked  b3’  the  headstones  of  dead  Powtomacs.  Ancient 
^ apple  trees  spread  their  scragg\"  branches  over  truant 
bo\’s,  who  munched  the  toothsome  fruit  to  their  hearts' 

■ content;  now  forest  trees  and  velvet  lawns  beckon  3’ou  to 
rest. 

' In  the  grateful  shade,  through  the  vista  of  green  which 
casts  lights  and  shadows  on  flowers  and  happ3’  childhood, 

’ you  see  the  manh’  form  of  the  “Hero  of  Xew  Orleans" 

; mounted  on  his  mettled  charger.  While  sitting  there, 

; with  the  blue  sk3^  and  the  arcade  of  tender  green  over  3"ou, 

! in  the  peacefulness  of  the  moment,  forget  the  burden  of 
: traged3^  and  tears  that  these  homes  surrounding  this 

Square  represent,  the  light  threads  and  the  'dark  that 
have  been  woven  into  the  warp  and  woof  of  the  countr3^'s 
! historv. 

• But  the  da3^s  of  shadows  and  tragedies  in  this  home 
were  not  over.  ?dr.  Blaine  and  his  son  Walker,  and  his 
daughter,  ]\Irs.  Coppinger,  all  died  in  this  house,  and 
when  Airs.  Blaine  closed  its  doors  to  go  to  her  home  in 
[ Alaine,  they  were  not  reopened,  but  the  propert3q  with 
[ all  its  sad  histor3",  went  into  the  hands  of  a compan3^ 

I who  razed  the  house  to  the  ground  and  built  thereon  a 

f theater. 
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CHAPTER  X\TIL 

THE  HOME  OF  CHARLES  SU.\LXER. 

SUMNER’S  CLASSIC  HOME— THE  SUCCESSOR  OF  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
A :iEAN  OF  DIGNIFIED’  APPEARANCE — BEN;  PERLEY  POORE, 
HIS  CLERK— ESTRANGEMENT  FROM  GRANT— BOTH  NUMBERED 
WITH  THE  GREAT  MAJORITY— HIS  STUDY— LOVE  OF  THE 
BEAUTIFUL — CONNOISSEUR  IN  ART— INST  INC 'FI  YE  LOVE  OF 
FREEDOM— EULOGY— THE  CORCORAN  HOUSE— A ISIEMORABLE 
DISPATCH — MARQLHS  DE  :M0NTH0L0N’S  BALL — HOIYE  OF  JOHN 
SLIDELL  AND  OF  GIDEON  WELLES— EE YERDY  JOHNSON’S  HOUSE. 
DANIEL  WEBSTER’S  RESIDENCE. 

On  the  ’corner  diagonally  across  the  street  from  the 
Madison  house  stands  a red-brick  house  with  a mansard 
roof.  This  was  once  the  classic  home  of  Charles  Sumner. 

When  in  Washington,  for  the  last  nine  3^ears  that  lie 
was  in  the  United  States  Senate,  he  lived  in  this  house. 

For  a period  of  23  3^ears  i\Ir.  Sumner  filled  his  chair  in 
the  Senate  as  the  successor  of  Daniel  Webster.  By 
nature  and  b3^  education  he  was  pre-eminenth’^  fitted  for 
the  work  before  him,  extolling  w’hat  he  thought  was 
noble,  and  denouncing  what  he  believed  to  be  vTong. 

No  visitor  in  Congress  during  that  time  but  can  recall 
his  upright  carriage  and  dignified  presence — a man  fit  to 
succeed  the  immortal  Webster.  His  life  was  devoted  to 
an  tmending  effort  to  secure  for  a wronged  and  degraded 
race  the  rights  of  men. 

When  Brooks  struck  him  down  in  the  Senate  Chamber, 
he  was  destined  to  suffer  bodih'  as  few, men  have  suffered. 
What  he  had  to  sa3^  on  resuming  his  seat  after  a three 
3^ears'  absence,  in  which  he  endured  agonies  from  the 
blow  of  Brooks,  was  like  the  man. 

‘'I  have  no  personal  griefs  to  utter;  only  a vulgar 
egotism  could  intrude  such  into  this  chamber.  I have 
no  personal  wrongs  to  avenge;  onW  a brutal  nature 
could  attempt  to  wield  that  vengeance  which  belongs  to 
the  Lord.  The  3^ears  tliat  have  intervened  and  the  tombs 
that  liave  opened  since  I spoke,  have  their  voices,  too, 
which  I canuot  fail  to  hear.  Besides,  what  am  I,  or  what 
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IS  an\"  man  among  the  living  or  am.ong  the  dead,  com- 
pared with  the  question  before  us?’' 

He  was  ever  ready  to  attack  evil  in  its  strongest  hold; 
and,  like  the  knight  of  Ivanhoe  in  the  tournament,  he 
struck  with  the  sharp  end  of  his  spear  the  shield  of  its 
bravest  champion. 

AVhen  the  Republicans  came  into  power  in  i86i,  ^Ir. 
Sumner  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  a position  for  which  he  was  well  fitted  by 
his  knowledge  of  the  history,  literature,  and  language  of 
other  countries.  He  spoke  French  like  a native,  and 
foreigners  from  the  Diplomatic  Corps  visited  his  home 
frequently  for  social  as  well  as  business  purposes. 

His  selection  for  clerk  of  his  committee  vcas  the  late 
eminent  author  and  journalist,  Alaj.  Ben:  Perley  Poore. 
This  appointment  was  made  in  full  confidence  of  the 
Alajor's  fitness  for  the  position,  and  his  friendship  for  the 
man.  For  years  he  held  this  position  with  Air.  Sumner, 
and  was  afterwards  promoted  to  a more  lucrative  office. 

When  Air.  Sumner  became  estranged  from  Gen.  Grant 
and  his  Cabinet,  it  will  be  remembered  that  ‘fPerley,”  in 
his  dispatches  and  letters,  antagonized  his  old  friend  and 
strongly  favored  the  President.  Alany  of  Air.  Sumner’s 
friends  did  not  follow  him.  Some  of  them  brought  these 
letters  to  his  notice.  He  would  not  read  them,  but  would 
say: 

“I  like  him  too  well  to  read  his  letters;  I like  the  person, 
not  tlie  writer.  AVe  are  each  doing  what  we  believe  to  be 
our  duty.  AWiy  should  we  quarrel?” 

The  years  Air.  Sumner  gave  to  the  study  of  art  and  to 
the  languages  made  him  a man  of  elegant  accomplish- 
ments, \vhich  always  brought  him  the  society  of  the 
educated  and  the  cultured  in  the  land.  His  stud\q  which 
was  a large  room  on  the  second  floor,  overlooking  ATr- 
niont  avenue,  was  richly  filled  with  engravings,  books  and 
manuscripts.  He  loved  all  that  was  beautiful.  In  the 
study  of  engravings  he  had  acquired  a knowledge  even 
of  lace  manufacture,  and  to  him  it  was  one  of  the  fine  art.s. 
He  -studied  it  as  he  would  color,  or  perspective,  and  it  is 
said  of  him  that  he  knew  more  of  laces  than  most  ladies. 
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He  was  also  a connoisseur  in  ceramics;  his  home  waS' 
filled  with  gems  of  rare  old  china,  and  specimens  of  ori- 
ental, ancient  and  modern  potter^’  adorned  his  cabinets. 
He  brought  himself  face  to  face  with  Phoenician  thought, 
and  from  the  wonders  of  the  Kurium  Temple  he  read  the 
records  of  the  past,  and  did  not  doubt  the  inventive  genius, 
the  esthetic  taste,  the  beautiful  ideas  that  made  them 
masters  of  their  art. 

After  all,  it  was  high  moral  qualities  that  gave  him 
eminence  in  his  own  country  and  throughout  the  world. 
Charles  Sumner  was  born  with  an  instinctive  love  of  free- 
dom, and  believed  that  it  was  the  indefeasible  right  of 
every  being  created  in  God's  image. 

The  world  will  voice  the  sentiments  of  a brother  Senator 
in  his  eulogy  of  this  good  man: 

"AVhen  the  men,  not  yet  grown  old,  are  gone  who  shared 
the  studies,  the  hopes,  the  joys  of  this  youth  of  richest 
promise;  when  no  man  lives  who  remembers  the  form  of 
manl}’’  beauty  and  manly  strength,  and  the  tones  of  the 
mellow  and  far-sounding  voice  which  arraigned  the  giant 
crimes  of  all  ages;  when  no  survivor  is  left  of  the  1 5 years 
of  strife,  labor,  and  anxiet}^,  and  danger,  and  victory 
which  began  with  the  Fugitive  Slave  law,  and  ended  with 
Appomattox  and  the  adoption  of  the  13th  Amendment; 
when  the  feet  are  dust  that  are  wont  to  cross  the  threshold 
■ of  that  hospitable  home,  with  its  treasures  of  art  and 
literature;  when  the  eloquent  voices  of  eulogy  from  orator, 
poet  and  pulpit  are  traditions  and  not  a memor\3  the 
character  of  Charles  Sumner  will  still  be  an  efficient  force 
in  histor\^  and  will  still  have  a higher  place  than  now  in 
the  gratitude  of  mankind." 

REMINISCENCES  OF  PUBLIC  MEN.  ’ - 

A few  rods  from  the  famous  house  of  Charles  Sumner, 
there  stands,  on  the  comer  of  Connecticut  avenue  and  H 
street,  what  was  tiie  home  of  W.  Vvf  Corcoran.  ’’  In  the 
. long  ago,  many  of  the  dignitaries  of  Washington  lived 
there. 
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Before  and  during  the  ^Mexican  War  it  was  occupied  by 
the  British  ^Minister,  ]\Ir.  Pakenham.  Plere  he  kept  open 
house,  and  it  was  the  scene  of  festivities  which  admit  of 
no  rivals  even  in  this  day  of  lavish  expenditure. 

Previous  to  ]\Ir.  Corcoran's  purchase  it  was  owned  by 
Daniel  Webster,  having  been  presented  to  the  Alassa- 
chusetts  statesman  hy  his  admiring  friends.  Here  he 
resided  while  Secretar}^  of  State,  and  many  of  the  brilliant 
entertainments  of  that  day  were  given  within  its  hails. 

When  i\Ir.  Webster  left  the  Cabinet,  he  found  he  could 
not  afford  the  expense  of  such  an  establishment.  ^Ir. 
Webster  is  a fair  example  of  the  fact  that  the  gift  of  lo 
talents  is  rarely  made  to  one  person,  and  his  deficienc^^ 
seemed  to  be  an  utter  want  of  financial  ability;  he  was 
ever  an  impecunious  man.  Mr.  Corcoran  made  many 
improvements  to  the  property  after  i\Ir.  Webster  lived 
there. 

, At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  3Jr.  Corcoran's  sympathies 
were  with  the  South.  He  did  not  wish  to  identify  himself 
activety  with  the  cause,  and  therefore  decided  to  go  abroad, 
where  he  remained  until  the  long  struggle  was  ended. 

There  have  been  many  stories  regarding  the  attempt  to 
confiscate  the  property  by  the  Government,  but  we  believe 
the  true,  one  to  be  this,  coming  from  the  lips  of  Air.  Cor- 
coran's confidential  agent,  the  venerable  and  courtly 
gentleman.  Air.  Plyde: 

After  Air.  Corcoran  liad  left  the  cit\",  and  was  still  in 
New  York,  Air.  Hyde  on  Sunday  morning  received  orders 
to  have  the  house  cleared  by  Tuesday,  as  it  was  to  be 
occupied  by  the  Government.  He  immediately  tele- 
graphed Air.  Corcoran,  whose  reply  was  that  he  had 
sometime  before  rented  the  house  to  the  French  Alinister, 
M.  de  Alontholon.  * 

This  dispatch  never  reached  the  hands  of  Air.  Ityvle. 
Monday  he  called  upon  the  proper  officials  and  told  them 
the}'  could  take  tlieliouse;  he  should  not  undertake  to  move, 
in  one  day,  all  those  wonderful  works  of  art,  household 
gods,  etc.;  he  might  just  as  well  leave  them  there.  They 
politely  told  him  lliey  had  changed  their  minds,  and  De 
Montholon  took  possession. 
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niSTOinC  HOMES  IN  WASHINGTON. 


In  February,  1866,  when  Gen.  Grant  was  stationed  in 
"Washington  as  Coiiimander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  i\L  de 
hlontholon,  who  retained  the  house  for  the  French  Le- 
gation, issued  cards  of  invitation  for  the  most  magnificent 
ball  that  was  ever  given  at  the  Capital. 

The  ball  was  given  by  the  order  of  Louis  Napoleon,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  French  ship  then  lying  at 
Annapolis  was  ordered  here,  that  her  officers  might  at- 
tend the  entertainment.  The  cit\^  was  filled  with  officers 
of  the  United  States  arm.y  in  full  uniform,  which  added 
greatly  to  the  brilliant  appearance  of  the  affair. 

The  Ivfarquise  de  2Tontholon  wore  a magnificent  dress 
covered  with  jeweled  fieur-de-lis,  ordered  from  Paris  for 
the  occasion;  across  her  breastwas  the  Order  of  Napoleon 
and  that  of  the  house  of  Be  Montholon. 

There  vrere  two  women  present  as  brides  whose  names 
were  conspicuous  not  only  at  home  but  abroad.  One  was 
Mrs.  Kate  Chase  Sprague,  wliose  remarkable  beauty  was 
world  renovrned.  She  appeared  in  a dress  of  white  moire, 
striped  with  green,  wearing  in  her  dark  auburn  hair  an 
antique  tiara  of  emeralds  and  diamonds. 

The  other  bride  was  the  wife  of  Gen.  Williams,  and  was 
formerl}^  hirs.  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  She  wore  her  bridal 
costume  of  white  silf:  with  tulle  overdress,  and  strands  of 
pearls  in  her  hair  and  about  her  throat. 

The  dancing  should  have  commenced  at  2 o'clock,  but 
owing  to  the  crowd,  5 o'clock  in  the  morning  saw  Sir 
Frederic  Bruce,  then  3,Iinister  from  the  Court  of  St.  James, 
lead  the  cotillion. 

Gen.  Grant's  partner  was  IMiss  Harris,  who  was  in  the 
box  at  the  theater  with  President  Lincoln  the  night  of  his 
assassination.  She  afterward  married  Col.  Rathbone, 
and  met  her  tragic  death  at  his  hands  some  years  ago  in 
Berhn.  ’ ' 

The  dancing  lasted  until  daylight;  the  gentlemen  did 
not  even '"'go  home  with  tlie  girls  in  the  morning.”  A 
royal  breakfast  was  served  for  many  of  the  company, 
after  which  the  gentlemen  departed  for  their  several 
places  of  business,  v'hilc  several  of  the  ladies  made  their 
round  of  calls  at  morning  receptions  in  bail  dress, 
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After  peace  was  declared  I\Ir.  Corcoran  returned  from  his 
wanderings  in  foreign  lands,  since  which  time,  up  to  his 
death,  he  resided  in  his  beautiful  home,  living  in  a quiet 
* v:ay,  spending  the  evening  of  his  hfe  in  dispensing  bene- 
factions with  a princeh^  hand. 

He  erected  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  a fine  white 
stone  structure,  one  of  tlie  handsomest  in  the  city.  He 
was  bountiful  in  private  charities,  as  many  young  busi- 
ness men  can  testify;  but  the  gems  of  his  endowments  are 
the  Art  Galler}^  and  the  Louise  Home. 

The  next  house  east  of  Yir.  Corcoran's  was  formerly 
^ owned  by  i\Ir.  Ritchie,  the  distinguished  editor  and  Gov- 
ernment Printer.  After  his  death  ivlr.  John  Slidell, 
Senator  from  Louisiana,  became  its  occupant,  and  stepped 
out  of  it  when  he  stepped  into  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
Kir.  Slidell  was  born  in  Aew  York  and  educated  at  Co- 
lumbia College;  but  he  subsequently  took  his  birthright 
and  his  education  and  planted  them  in  New  Orleans. 
The  fruit  they  bore  him  proved  exceedingly  bitter  to  the 
taste. 

In  the  Autumn  of  i86i  he  was  sent  as  Conimissioner  to 
France,  at  the  same  time  that  Mr.  Klason  had  a like  ap- 
pointment to  England.  Capt.  Wilkes,  of  the  United 
- States  frigate  San  Jacinto,  boarded  the  British  mail 
steamer  Trent,  and  arrested  the  Commissioners,  who 
were  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  They 
were  afterwards  released  on  the  demand  of  the  British 
Government,  and  sailed  for  England;  after  which  Mr. 
Slidell  had  as  little  use  for  his  country  as  his  country  had 
for  him.  He  settled  in  England,  and  died  there  in  1871.  . 
i After  Kir.  Slidell  left  the  house,  Gideon  Welles,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  occupied  it  during  his  term  of  office.. 
His  striking  figure  will  be  well  remembered  b}"  all  those 
who  have  ever  seen  him.  His  long  wdiite  beard  and 
heavy  white  wig  distinguished  liim,  and  gave  him  the 
look  of  the  hesivy  grandfather  in  a genteel  comedy. 

The  Hon.  Reverdy  Johnson,  when  Attorney-General 
under  President  Taylor,  built  the  house  that  was  known 
for  many  vears  as  the  Tohnson  Annex  to  the  Arlington 
Hotel. 
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It  was  more  prom'inenth^  known  as  the  home  of  Mr. 
Johnson  during  the  time  he  was  Senad^or  from  Mar\dand, 
when  the  count rA"  was  going  through  its  darkest  da}"s 
from  1863  to  1868.  It  is  no  longer  standing. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Keverdy  Johnson  was  an 
uncompromising  Union  man.  He  was  the  only  border 
State  Senator  who  voted  for  the  abolition  of  slaver}^  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  characters  of  our  public  men  might  be  better  known 
and  the  mysteries  of  Government  better  understood  if  the 
walls  of  many  of  these  historic  homes  were  phonographs, 
and  could  be  set  talking  at  will,  revealing  the  secrets  of  the 
conferences  held  in  the  last  30  years. 

What  politician,  in  fact,  what  man  is  there  in  this  Re- 
public, who  would  not  like  to  turn  the  crank  and  listen  to 
the  arguments  used  ifi  the'  conference  convened  in  tlie 
Johnson  house,  that  decided,,  on  Feb.  22,  1868,  the  votes 
of  Mr.  Fessenden  and  i\Ir.  Grimes,  with  whom  lay  the 
balance  of  power  which  acquitted  President  Johnson,  who 
had  been  impeached  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors? 
Again  would  be  heard  pledges  that  were  exacted  and 
given. 

They  must,  at  least,  have  been  satisfactory  to  Mr. 
Fessenden,  for  when  Chief  Justice  Chase,  in  his  impressive 
manner,  asked,  'Cvlr.  Senator  Fessenden,  how  say  you, 
is  the  respondent,  Andrew^'  Johnson,  guilty  as  charged?’' 
he  firmly  replied,  "Not  guilty.” 

'Sir.  Grimes  voted  the  same.  They  fulfilled  their  pledge. 
It  is  well  known  that  Sir.  Fessenden,  v/hile  not  wholly  in 
SAunpathy  wdth  all  the  accusations  of  the  prosecuting 
party,  had  grave  misgivings  of  the  fidelity  of  Air.  Jolm- 
son  to  his  party. 

Whether  President  Johnson  was  faithful  to  the  pledge 
he  made  and  solemnized  at  the  conference  held  in  this 
house,  contemporarv  history  must  decide. 

Lovely  women  and  eminent  men  from  all  over  the  world 
lave  peopled  these  poms.  The  last  party  of  note  that 
occupied  this  house  was  the  Presidential  party  of 
Buijamin  Harrison,  which  was  here  one  week  before 
- the  inauguraKon  and  occupanc}"  of  tlie  White  House. 
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THE  HOMES  OP  DANIEL  WEBSTER,  ' GEORGE 
BANCROFT,  JOHN  HAY,  THOAIAS  RITCHIE, 
MONTGOMERY  BLAIR,  AND  ADAIIRAL  PORTER. 

LAST  HOME  OF  WEBSTER— A KTXG  AMO^’G  ^ylEX—A  SEXTEVIENT.^L 
SIDE  TO  HIS  LIFE— GRACE  FLETCHER— “PRECIOUS  DOCUMENTS.” 
A BORX  GENIUS— TPIE  CONSTITUTION- A BIT  OF  HISTORA'— A 

>ie:mor.able  picture  in  congress— webster  and  clay 

RR'ALS— PERSONAL  RELATIONS  OF  WEBSTER  AND  CALHOUN. 
SEVENTH  OF  MARCH  SPEECH— CALHOUN’S  DEATH— MPw  WEB- 
STER’S RELATIONS  WITH  MR.  BENTON— A TOUCHING  INTER- 
VIEW— BLTIYING  THE  HATCHET— N0:MINATI0N  0F  GENERAL 
SCOTT— DISAPPOINTMENT  OF  lilR.  WEBSTER— HIS  LAST  SPEECH. 
A GRACEFUL  EFFORT— HIS  C.AREER  AS  A POLITICIAN  ENDED. 
MR.  WEBSTER’S  DEATH— A GLANT  FI  REPOSE— GEORGE  BAN- 
CROFT—CHANGE  IN  SOCIETY— RANK  NO  PiVSSPORT  TO  POLITE 
SOCIETY— A MAN  OF  LETTERS— PEN  PICTURE— LIVES  AMONG 
HIS  BOOKS— HISTORY  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES— IN  THE  ATMOS- 
PHERE OF  THE  HISTORY-MAIONG  REPURLIC— WITH  THE  IRON 
' PEN  OF  inSTORY"- MAKING  RECORD— THE  CHANGES  HE  HAS 
WITNESSED— HIS  FLOWERS  AND  HIS  FRIENDS— THE  PEOPLE 
HE  HAS  SEEN— AN  HONORED  CITIZEN— JOHN  HAY’S  HOME. 
WHERE  SITUATED— AMONG  THE  HOMES  OF  THE  LITERATI. 
HISTORY  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN— “PIKE  COUNTY  BALLADS.” 
“CASTHTAN  DAYS”— MR.  NICOLAY— THOMAS  RITCHIE— THE 
NEWSPAPER  FRATERNITY— ALL  HAVE  PASSED  AWAY— EDITOR 
OF  THE  RICHMOND  WHIG— SUPERSEDED  BLAIR  & RIVES— A GEN- 
TEEL OLD  FOGY'— AN  ESTRANGEMANT— “HOW  GREAT  A :XL\T- 
TER  A LITTLE  FIRE  KINDLETIl”— IHS  HOME  ON  G STREET— THE 
SLIDELL  HOUSE— A DESTINY^  THAT  SHAPES  OUR  ENDS. 

The  last  home  of  Daniel  Webster  in  Washington  is  on 
Louisiana  avenue,  behveen  Fifth  and  SiXtli  streets,  and 
known  as  the  Webster  Law  Building.  It  was  those  of  his 
friends  who  possessed  the  open  sesame  to  his  fireside  who 
know  the  better  part  of  Daniel  Webster. 

It  is  not  uj)on  his  public  life  that  we  shall  mostly  dwell; 
that  is  already  well  known.  I\ir.  Webster  has  written  his 
own  biography.  We  know  ivhat  share  he  had . in  the 
molding  and  shaping  of  public  opinion.  We  appreciate 
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his  influence  upon  ihe  history  of  this  countr\p  That  is 
already  stereotyped  upon  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. 

No  one  wlio  has  ever  seen  Mr.  Vdebster  will  need  an\^  aid 
to  memory  to  recall  his  personal  appearance,  dfis  com- 
manding figure,  large  head,  broad  chest,  penetrating 
eyes,  dee|>set  and  enkindled  by  glowing  thoughts,  can 
never  be  forgotten.  He  was  a king  among  men. 

This  old' home  was  the  place  where  his  friends  learned 
the  depth  of  his  friendship,  his  kindness  of  heart,  his 
sweetness  of  temper.  i\fen  like  Edward  Everett,  Rufus 
Choate,  Vfilliam  Wirt,  John  Ivlarshall,  Mr.  Seaton,  and 
scores  more,  learned  here  of  the  p>athetic  and  the  humor- 
ous side  in  his  home  life. 

No  one  need  question  that  the  great  statesman,  orator, 
and  dipioiiiat  had  also  a sentimental  side  to  his  life. 

When  he  was  a young  law^’er  he  met  in  Portsmovith 
Grace  T"*^tcher,  who  afterward  became  his  wife.  He  was 
a frequent  visitor  at  her  home.  One  evening  he  had  been 
assisting  lier  in  untying  skeins  of  silk,  when  he  suddenly 
slo})ped,  and  looking  up  into  her  face,  said: 

‘Tfraxe,  we  ha.ve  been  engag;ed  in  untying  knots;  let  us 
see  if  we  cannot  tic  a knot  which  will  not  untie  for  a life- 
time.” He  then  took  a piece  of  tape  and  parth"  tied  a 
knot  of  peculiar  style,  and  passed  it  to  her  to  tlnisb.  This 
was  the  proposal  and  ratification  of  their  engagement. 

After  his  death  a little  box  was  found  among  his  be- 
longings, upon  which,  was  written  with  his  own  hand, 
"Preciotis  documents.”  Yfhen  opened  there  were  dis- 
closed Hie  early  letters  of  his  courtship  and  the  piece  of 
tape;  tiie  knot  had  never  been  untied. 

When  we  recall  many  incidents  of  his  boyhood's  life, 
the  grand  consummation  of  his  manhood,  and  the  close  of 
his  illustrious  career,  we  say  Daniel  AVebster  was  born  a 
genius.  His  mind,  like  the  rough,  rugged  New  Hamp- 
shire mountains  that  surrounded  his  birlhjilace,  was 
fashioned  in  a giant  mold. 

The  fires  of  the  Revolution  were  smothered  under  the 
furrows  turned  by  the  ])lowsliares  of  peace.  The  breath 
of  liberty  liad  driven  back  to  old  England's  shores  the 
wrecks  of  power,  wealth  and  gloiy.  Out  of  all  tlic  dis- 
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cord,  bold  and  heroic  thought  was  weaving  that  mighty 
prodigy  of  wisdom,  the  grand  charter  of  American  liberty, 
the  Constitution!  About  this  time  the  bo}'  Webster 
chairced  to  be  sent  to  a neighboring  store.  He  there 
found  a curiosity,  or  what  was  such  to  him. 

It  was  a pocket  handkerchief,  covered  over  with  some- 
thing printed  in  good,  fair  type.  All  the  money  he  had 
in  the  world  was  25  cents,  and  that  was  exactly  the  price 
of  the  rare  specimen  of  literature.  Of  course,  the  bookish 
bo3"  bought  it  and  took  it  home.  That  evening,  until  very 
late,  he  sat  b\"  the  large  fireplace,  in  the  presence  of  his 
father  -and  mother,  perusing  and  reperusing,  stud3ung 
and  committing  to  memoiy  the  remarkable  treasure  tlrus 
obtained. 

Who  can  reveal  the  impressions  and  results  of  that 
memorable  night?  What  iMunkacs^^  or  Alillet  will  picture 
the  event?  It  was  Daniel  Webster  reading  for  the  first 
time  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  during  the  month  of  November,  1812,  after  war 
was  declared  with  England  hy  President  IMonroe,  that 
Daniel  Yfebster  first  allowed  his  name  to  be  brought  for- 
ward as  a candidate  for  office.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
crisis  in  the  countr}’',  and  he  ^helded  to  liis  countr3''s  de- 
mands. 

This  election  brought  him  the  first  time  to  Congress. 
His  trip  here  he  often  related  and  pictured  as  no  other  man 
.could.  He  would  tell  hovr  he  lumbered  along  at  the  rate 
of  four  miles  an  hour  in  an  old  mail-coach  from  Ports- 
mouth to  Boston;  how  from  Boston  over  to  Hartford 
worked  his  passage  around  b\"  land,  a long  and  weary 
wa\y  then  to  New  Haven,  and  on  to  New  York  Cit\y  and 
how'  he  progressed,  da\"  after  da^^,  through  the  State  of 
New  Jerse}';  and  of  his  si^eculations  with  Gov.  Stockton 
as  to  the  practicability-  of  some  day  making  the  trip  by 
water. ' He  entered  Philadelphia  in  a big  wagon,  amd 
thence  to  Baltimore;  and  from  Baltimore  to  Washington 
through  many  perils,  and,  after  nearly  two  weeks  of 
laborious  travel,  he  found  himself,  on  the  24th  of  i\lay,  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  in  no  plight  to  stand  before,  tire 
assembled  wisdom  of  the  Nation. 


.■ ‘J-*-  ■ ■ 
.:-;v  . hi:i 


m 


;t£;:n  r •J0^ 


^ : ;0i 

y;j  0n 


'‘>p  q.n;  ^... 
hnn\a[ti^' : 

lv>  •■' 


rr- 


.OllUHT 
'^ir/  ■ 

'urmd 


■ r ,^.-  r,:d. 
• . -JA 


.„,  ■ • 


'.'■;  Q-Ui 


:■  ; 
' 


.-5 


, ,.|T 


"ri>- 

..  -/I 

; V,.  ; 'na.j 

^ ‘ f . ' .'■?.:  TV 

Vm/UU' 

■■A,  ^ 

. '■rf  .:'ii.;]o  -yj  ';■■•■>'[  JiL 

• ' H ht'.  ■ "M  .bhjov. 

I TJii/Mo 


4 


.'i 

■;>  . 'Vr'ij- 


:n 


o]  ilmosti 

'rr::  yv. Ad 

v/:y':  ;’.yrl:rqTja^v 

:.'•  }b:' !>{■•: />  : w:4f'^’ 


■’.i  'I 


•A ' •-•*' T'.y--vlvlitliv.  i ; v-.u,  <?.' 

■ f> ; ; ; . ;•  f ! jI! '•  t ■ ' no  vil’.  ■’•■ 

7!lV.  rl  ..v.c.'*'  r n/TiTK'it/':' i’  ol 
- i‘V'  j-;a, 

‘'.:  i';-;  Jd.‘  • voA)  io 

Vr1.^>k  ' 

' ' ' ' 


i'iAi 


IDS 


HISTORIC  HO>rES  IN  WASHIXGTONT, 


Daniel  ^Vebster  and  Henry  Clay  were  political  and 
oratorical  rivals.  For  25  years  these  men  contended  for 
■the  leadership  of  the  Whig  part3’  and  for  its  preference  for 
the  Presidenc^v  Tlte^^  served  side  by  side  in  the  House 
(and  in  the  Senate,  each  in  turn  occup^dng  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State.  The\"  died  within  a few  months  of 
each  other. 

The  personal  relations  between  iMr.WVebster  and  Afr. 
Calhoun  were  of  the  pleasantest  and  friendliest  character. 

A touching  incident  occurred  between  these  men  at  the 
time  Air.  Webster  made  his  famous  7th  of  Aiarch  speech, 
N in  whiich  he  abandoned  the  Wilmot  Proviso  and  justified 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  for  which  he  received  much 
adverse  criticism. 

The  venerable  South  Carolina  Senator  was  very  ill  in 
his  room  at  the  Old  Capitol  building.  Air.  Webster  had 
called  upon  him  a few  da^^s  previous.  The  coming 
speech  was  alluded  to.  Air.  Calhoun  expressed  a wish  to 
hear  it.  Air.  AVebster  replied  that  he  hoped  Air.  Calhoun 
would  be  able  to  get  to  the  Senate.  Air.  Calhoun  shook 
his  head  sadW,  and  remarked  that  he  feared  that  he 
should  never  again  leave  the  sick-room.  Air.  AAabster 
parted  from  him,  fulhr  impressed  that  liis  da^^s  were  num- 
bered. 

Air.  AVebster  had  not  been  speaking  long  when  a tall, 
gaunt  figure,  wrapped  in  a long  black  cloak,  with  deep, 
cavernous  black  e\^es  and  a thick  mass  of  snow^-white 
hair  brushed  back  from  the  large  brow  and  falling  to  the 
shoulders,  advanced  with  slow  and  feeble  steps  through 
the  lobb\"  behind  the  Ahce-PresidenFs  chair;  and  then, 
aided  b}"  one  of  the  Senators,  approached  and  sank  into  a 
chair  on  the  opposite  side  to  the  chamber. 

Air.  AA’ebster's  face  was  turned  from  him,  so  that  he  did 
not  see  the  aJmost  apparition  enter.  In  the  course  of  tlie 
speech  he  alluded  to  something  Air.  Calhoun  had  once 
said  in  debate  as  “the  utterance  of  the  distinguished  and 
venerable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  wlio,  I deeply 
regret,  is  prevented  b\^  serious  illness  from  being  in  his 
seat  to-da\v” 

Air.  Calhoun  moved  restlessH  in  his  chair,  his  lieati  and 
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bod}"  bent  eagerly  forward,  and  he  made  a great  effort  to 
rise  and  interrupt  the  orator.  He  sank  back,  evidently 
exhausted,  and  Air.  Webster,  all  unconscious  of  his  pres- 
ence, kept  on  with  the  majestic  flow  of  Websterian  elo« 
quence. 

Presently  he  had  occasion  to  refer  to  i\Ir.  Calhoun  again 
as  ''the  eminent  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  whom  we 
all  regret  so  much  to  miss  from  such  a cause  from  his 
seat  to-day."'  f 

i\Ir.  Calhoun  again  grew  restless,  his  hands  nervously 
grasped  the  chair,  his  black  eyes  grew  fiercer  in  their 
eagerness,  he  half  rose  from  his  seat  and  in  Iris  old  voice 
exclaimed: 

"The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  is  in  his  seat.” 

Mi.  Webster  turned  towards  him  with  a startled  look, 
and  when  he  saw  that  his  friend  had  actuall}"  arisen  from 
a bed  of  death  to  creep  to  the  Capitol,  in  his  weakness,  to 
hear  his  speech,  he  for  a time  was  too  much,  overcome  to 
proceed  with  his  argument.  He  acknowledged  the 
Touching  compliment  by  a bow,  and  with  a sad  smile  on 
his  face  proceeded  with  his  speech. 

But  a few  da}"s  more,  and  Calhoun  lay  dead  in  state 
within  those  walls!  Political  and  party  prejudices  often 
bring  sad  estrangements  among  men,  but  let  the  finger 
of  Providence  be  laid  upon  a man,  and  how  soon  these 
prejudices  fade  into  thin  air  rtnd  the  better  part  of  true 
manhood  comes  to  the  surface. 

■Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Benton  were  hardly  on  speaking 
terms  for  many  years.  They  would  pass  in  and  out  of 
the  same  door  without  recognizing  each  other  with  a bow. 
There  existed  no  social  relations  between  them;  but  at  the 
time  of  the  gun  explosion  on  board  the  Princeton,  during 
IMr.  Taylor's  Administration,  i\Ir.  I3enton  was  on  board, 
and  Mi.  Webster  has  left  on  record  this  interview: 

"Air.  Benton  related  to  me  with  tears  this  incident:  He 
said  he  was  standing  near  the  gun  in  the  veiy  best  posi- 
tion to  see  the  experiment.  The  deck  of  the  steamer  was 
crowded,  and,  in  the  scramble  for  places  to  witness  the 
discharge  of  tlie  gun,  his  position  was  perhaps  the  most 
favorable  one  on  the  deck,  vSuddenly  he  felt  a Imnd  laid 
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u}X)n  Ills  shoulder  and  turned.  Some  one  \nshed  to  speak 
to  him  and  he  was  elbowed  out  of  his  place  and  another 
person  took  it,  very  much  to  his  annoyance.  The  person 
who  exchanged  places  vrith  him  was  ex-Gov.  Gilmer,  of 
Virginia,  tlien  Secretar\^  of  the  Navy. 

"Just  at  that  instant  the  gun  was  fired  and  the  ex- 
plosion took  place.  Gov.  Gilmer  was  instantly  killed; 
several  others  also  were  killed.  Col.  Benton,  in  relating 
this  circumstance,  said:  Tt  seems  to  me,  Mr.  AVebster,  as 
'if  that  touch  on  my  shoulder  was  the  hand  of  the  Al- 
inight3^  stretched  dovni  there,  drawing  me  awa\'  from 
wdiat  otherwise  would  have  been  instantaneous  death..  I 
was  on^v  prostrated  on  tlie  deck  and  recovered  in  a short 
time.  That  one  circumstance  has  changed  the  whole 
current  of  my  thoughts  and  life.  I feel  that  I am  a differ- 
ent man,  and  I want  in  the  first  place  to  be  at  peace  with 
all  those  with  whom  I have  been  so  sharph^  at  variance. 
And  so  I have  come  to  3’oii.  Let  us  buiy  the  hatciiet,  ?vlr. 
Webster.' 

"'Nothing,'  replied  I,  'could  be  more  in  accordance  with 
m3"  own  feelings.'  AVe  shook  hands  and  agreed  to  let  the 
past  be  past.  From  that  time  our  intercourse  was  pleas- 
ant and  cordial.  After  this,  there  was  no  person  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  of  whom  I could  ask  a favor, 
aiw  reasonable  and  proper  thing,  with  more  assurance  of 
its  being  gratified." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  nomination  of  Gen. 
Scott  at  the  AAliig  Convention  in  Baltimore  was  a bitter 
disappointment  to  i\Ir.  AATbster,  but  his  midnight  s]icech 
after  the  Convention,  when  his  friends  called  upon  him, 
gave  no  sound  of  his  disquietude. 

Mr.  Boutwell,  in  "The  Lawyer,  the  Statesman  and  tlie 
Soldier,"  sa^^s:  "He  was  then  impaired  seriousN  in  health, 
and  in  spirits  he  was  broken  completehs  His  speech  is 
worth\"  of  notice  as  a singularh"  graceful  effort  and  as  the 
last  brilliant  spark  of  his  exipiring  genius: 

"T  thank  you,  fellow-citizens,  for.  3^0111*  friendh"  and 
re.'^peclful  call.  1 am  ver3'  glad  to  see  3’'ou.  Some  of  3^11 
have  been  engaged  in  an  arduous  public  diU3’  at  Balti- 
more^ the  object  of  3"our  meeting  being  the  selection  of  a 
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fit  person  to  be  supported  for  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States.  Others  of  you  take  an  interest  in  the 
result  of  the  deliberations  of  that  assembly  of  "Whigs.  It 
so  happened  that  my  name  among  others  was  presented 
on  that  occasion.  Another  candidate,  however,  was 
preferred. 

“‘I  have  onh"  to  say,  gentlemen,  that  the  Convention 
did,  I doubt  not,  what  it  thought  best  and  exercised  its 
discretion  in  the  important  matter  committed  to  it.  The 
result  has  caused  me  no  personal  feeling  whatever,  nor 
any  change  of  conduct  or  purpose. 

‘'WVhat  I have  been  I am,  in  principle  and  character, 
and  what  I am,  I hope  to  continue  to  be. 

"'Circumstances  or  opponents  may  triumph  over  my 
fortunes,  but  they  will  not  triumph  over  my  temper  or  my 
self-respect. 

"'Gentlemen,  this  is  a serene  and  beautiful  night.  Ten 
thousand  thousand  of  the  lights  of  heaven  illuminate  the 
firmament.  Thej’  rule  the  night.  A few  hours  hence 
their  gloix^  will  be  extinguished. 

stars  that  glitter  in  the  skies. 

And  gaily  dance  before  m3^  e\^e55, 

"What  are  ye  when  the  sun  shall  rise?/^ 

‘“Gentlemen,  there  is  not  one  among  3mu  who  will  sleep 
better  to-night  than  I shall.  If  I wake  I shall  learn  the 
hour  from  the  constellations,  and  I shall  rise  in  the  morn- 
ing, God  willing,  with  the  lark;  and  though  tlie  lark  is  a 
better  songster  thaWT  am,  yet  he  will  not  leave  the  dew 
^ and  the  daisies,  and  spring  upward  to  greet  the  purpling 
east  with  a more  jocimd  spirit  than  I possess.  Gentle- 
men, I again  repeat  m\^  thanks  for  this  mark  of  your 
respect,  and  commend  ^mu  to  the  enjo^mieiit  of  a quiet  and 
satisfactory  repose.  'May  God  bless  you  all.'”'  - 

Mm.  Boutwell  adds:  "His  career  as  a ])oliiician  was 
ended.  He  returned  to  Massachusetts,  broken  in  spirit, 
if  not  altogether  crushed. 

"In  the  case  of  i\Ir.  AVebster,  death  did  not  destroy-  nor 
even  qualify  the  ph^xsical  marks  of  his  intellectual  great- 
ness. "When  he  lay  in  his  coffin  under  the  elms  at  Alans- 
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field  Ills  form  appeared  as  majestic  as  when  he  stood  upon 
the  rostrmn  in  Faneuil  Hall 

"His  brow  was  massive,  his  eyes  were  large,  deep- 
sunken  and  surrounded  by  a dark  circle.  His  face  was 
emaciated,  but  the  engraved  lines  of  toil  and  care  re- 
mained. He  seemed  a giant  in  repose.” 

Js  OU  «IU  WW 

' . ^ m*  n*  ♦‘A 

Persons  who  visit  Washington  and  have  seen  only 
the  Capitol,  strolled  tlirough  the  public  buildings,  sailed 
down  the  Potomac,  taken  the  drive  to  the  Soldiers'  Home 
and  Arlington,  been  crushed  at  a Presidential  reception 
and  gazed  at  dignitaries  to  their  hearts'  content,  and  feel 
that  Wasliington  has  nothing  more  to  offer,  know  very 
little  of  the  personnel  of  the  unofficial  social  life. 

In  the  not-far-away  past  the  official  life  was  paramount. 
The  prestige  of  high  orders  carried  the  palm  in  the  social 
world,  and  many  who  were  socially  unknown  at  home 
have  been  surprised  upon  their  advent  here  into  public 
life,  to  find  themselves  suddenl}^  courted  and  flattered  by 
an  itinerant  population  who  had  favors  to  ask,  in  the  way 
of  private  entertainments,  social  dissipations,  or  influ- 
ence for  some  position  in  office.  The  axes  to  grind  are 
many,  the  turners  comparatively  few. 

The  Capital  is  the  Winter  residence  of  families  of  cul- 
’ture,  wealth,  position  and  leisure  from  all  the  States.  The 
importance  of  this  unofficial  element  is  steadiA  increas- 
' ing,  and  it  exercises  a marked  influence.  The  prestige  of 
rank  is  no  passport  to  polite  societ}^,  unless  backed  by 
true  worth. 

George  Bancroft,  the  historian,  stood  out  pre-eminent 
among  those  in  unofficial  society.  Although  he  filled 
many  offices  under  the  Government,  having  been  a mem- 
ber of  i\Ir.  Polk's  Cabinet  as  Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  and 
subsequently  changed  to  jMinister  to  England,  and  in  1867 
i\linistcr  to  Prussia,  \"et  it  was  as  a man  of  letters  that  his 
name  was  on  the  lips  of  everj^  true  American. 

His  “History  of  the  United  States”  has  been  the  “most 
successful  attempt  3^et  made  to  reduce  the  chaotic  but  rich 
materials  of  American  history  to  order,  beaut}’,  and  moral 
significance.'' 
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Almost  aii3"  pleasant  afternoon  he  could  be  seen  taking 
his  usual  exercise,  either  in  a carriage,  on  horseback,  or 
walking.  Picture  a man  slender  in  figure,  of  medium 
hight,  with  a venerable  covering  of  silvered  hair  and 
whiskers  surrounding  the  thin,  classic  face,  soft  blue 
eyes  that  had  done  service  through  the  years,  and  yet 
undimmed,  and  3^011  see  the  patriarchal  historian  as  he 
was  in  the  later  3^ears  of  his  life. 

His  home  was  a spacious  mansion  not  far  from  that  of 
the  President's,  and  here  in  his  pleasant  workshop,  in  the 
second  stor^'  of  this  house,  he  Hved  among  his  books,  his 
pictures  and  the  memories  of  a centur3^  nearty  gone. 

He  lived  in  the  vei*y  atmosphere  of  this  history-maldng 
Republic.  'Within  sight  of  his  windows  are  the  homes  of 
Commodores  Decatur  and  Rodgers,  the  latter  where  the 
attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  Secretary  Seward.  On 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Square  is  the  house  in  which  Dan 
Sickles  lived,  and  on  the  north  side  the  house  out  of  which 
Slidell  stepped  into  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

And  when  Alason  and  Slidell  had  been,  at  the  demand 
of  the  English  Government,  released  from  Fort  Warren 
and  sailed  for  Europe,  and  recognition  of  the  Confederate 
States  b\^  England  and  France  vras  imminent,  it  was  from 
the  old  Seward  house  that  the  Secretary*  telegraphed  to  his 
Fidus  Achates,  Thurlow  Weed,  to  come  to  Washington; 
and  in  this  house  the  personnel  of  the  commission  that 
was  to  represent  the  side  of  the  Union  was  discussed. 

Archbishop  Hughes,  a Roman  Cathohc,  of  New  York; 
Bishop  iMcIlvaine,  an  Episcopalian,  of  Ohio,  and  Thurlow 
Weed  went  abroad  and  quietW  and  effective!}"  presented 
their  side  of  the  question.  B3"  their  influence,  earnest- 
ness and  powerful  argument  the}’  made  such  an  impres- 
sion that  Mason  and  Slidell  soon  discovered  their  mission 
was  dooirxed — that  the  Confederate  States  would  not  be 
recognized. 

A short  distance  to  the  east  is  the  house  in  which  Charles 
Sumner  lived,  and  on  the  corner,  diagonal!}"  across,  is  tlie 
house  in  which  Doll}"  Aladison,  in  regal  turbans,  kept 
pace  with  the  new  regime  in  receiving  her  friends. 

Mr,  Bancroft  lived  to  see  one  of  the  political  giants 
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vsucceeded  by  another — old  men  pass  away  and  new  men 
take  their  places.  He  saw  sla^'er3"’s  dark  pall  hang  over 
Washington,  and  in  the  dissolving  view,  when  slaveiy 
disappeared,  he  saw  the  beautiful  cit}’  of  to-da\"  emerge 
from  the  mist-cloud. 

He  saw  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  Charles  Sumner,  Ben- 
jamin F.  AVade,  AAhlliam  H.  Seward,  John  C.  Breckin- 
ridge, Robert  Toombs,  John  Slidell,  and  Andrew  John- 
son, each  tlie  leader  of  men  and  of  contending  theories, 
floating  on  the  sea  of  public  opinion  that  stranded  slaver3\ 
And  this  venerable  spectator,  alone,  survived  them  all, 
and  with  the  iron  pen  of  histor^^  is  recorded  the 'parts  the}^ 
plav'ed  in  imperishable  pages. 

He  saw  free  labor  organized  and  rewarded,  and  with  it 
the  popular  cr}'  for  improvement.  He  saw  the  \^ears  pass 
b}’^  that  brought  Grant  forward  to  succeed  Johnson,  and 
he  saw  men  come  to  the  front  who  were  vrilling  to  take 
responsibilit}",  that  AAhshington  Cit\^  might  be  placed  on 
the  high  plane  of  her  municipal  sisters. 

AAhth  Alexander  Shepherd  at  the  head,  this  chronicler 
of  events  noted  that  within  a few  months  a magical  tran- 
sition was  wrought,  that  the  miserable  mocker\"  of  a 
metropolis  3vas  '‘bossed”  into  one  of  the  magnificent  cities 
of  the  ivorld.  The  Argus  e^^e  of  this  historian  had  from 
his  window's  w'atched  this  progress,  and  he  gave  honor  to 
vrhom  honor  is  due. 

The  little  plots  of  green  in  front  of  his  time-honored 
mansion,  filled  w'ith  tulips  and  h^'acinths,  brought  man^' 
visitors  to  feast  their  eves  on  the  harrnon^^  of  color,  the 
product  of  i\Ir,  Bancroft's  love  of  flow'ers. 

This  garden  plot  was  as  much  in  keeping  with  his 
nature  as  the  books  which  w'ere  his  companions,  and  the 
friends  w'hich  surrounded  him  wdth  a congenial,  social 
atmosphere. 

When  you  took  the  hand  of  this  man  of  \*ears  and  ex- 
perience, \mu  were  transported  wdihout  effort  over  the 
wa^"^  he  had  traveled.  He  took  you  through  the  quaint 
old  streets  of  AVeimar,  and  when  \mu  touched  the  hand 
that  touched  Goethe  As,  Faust  and  Alarguerita  are  realities 
before  yon.  Fie  was  intimate  with  Humboldt  and  Se- 
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Vigny;  the  great  jurist  was  his  friend.  iManzoni  was  his 
acquaintance  at  r^Iilan  and  Chevalier  Bunsen  at  Rorne; 
and  in  Itah^  B^'ron  sang  him  the  songs  he  v.'ove.  In 
Paris,  Guizot,  Lamartine-  and  De  Tocqueville  were  his 
companions.  He  survived  them  all,  and  no  greater  honor 
could  be  paid  to  George  Bancroft  than  to  say  that  he  was 
the  honored  citizen  of  this  glorious  Republic  that  he  had 
helped  to  immortalize. 

^ 

But  a few  doors  to  the  east  of  Air.  Bancroft's,  on  the 
comer  of  H and  i6th  streets,  is  the  home  of  John  Hay. 
B}^  virtue  of  its  age  it  has  no  place  among  the  historic 
homes  of  'Washington,  yet  its  Romanesque  architecture 
gives  it  the  appearance  of  a home  that  will  become  historic 
in  the  generations  to  come. 

Among  the  homes  of  the  literati  it  has  a place,  and  the 
genius  within  its  walls  has  but  to  look  out  of  the  windows 
across  Lafayette  Park  to  the  home  of  the  Presidents,  to 
touch  the  spring  of  memory  and  recall  pages  of  history 
with  which  he  was  closely  connected,  and  which  must 
ever  be  an  inspiration  to  his  work  on  the  ‘Hlistoiy  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,"  wherein  he  sifts  out  of  the  waste  wreck  of 
time  the  records  of  human  experience. 

The  poetic  genius  of  “Pike  County  Ballads,"  or  “Castil- 
ian Days,"  was  laid  aside  vrhen,  with  the  co-operation 
of  Mr.  Nicolay,  late  ^larshal  of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  be- 
gan the  task  of  writing  the  i\Iemoirs  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln for  the’ “Century  ?vlagazine." 

It  is  well  for  America,  where  no  faithful  scribes  like 
Boswell,  Pep3"s,  or  Crabbe  Robinson  have  kept  a daily 
record  of  events,  that  these  men,  out  of  the  mner  recesses 
of  memory  and  claiW  life,  can  chronicle  what  bids  fair  to 
be  the  most  exhaustive  memoirs  ever  wriiten  of  any 
man  and  period  since  the  MayjloKcr  landed  at  Ply- 
mouth Rock. 

Mr.  Hay's  intimate  relations  with  I\rr.  Lincoln  and 
his  Administration  filled  liim  admirably  for  ilie  high 
places  he  lias  been  called  upoii  to  fill  by  President 
McKinley— 'namely  Minister  to  the  Court  of  St.  James, 
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and  to  be  recalled  to  take  the  portfolio  of  Secretary  of 
State. 

* :>  <5  <; 

Among  the  manj^  historic  homes  in  AVashington,  there 
is  none  within  whose  hospitable  walls  more  distinguished 
people  have  resided  than  the  mansion  No.  1651  Penn- 
sylvania Avenue.  It  is-  situated  opposite  the  White 
House  grounds,  and  has  a familiar  look  to  every  observ- 
ant citizen. 

It  was  built  about  the  year  1810  by  Joseph  Lovell,  then 
Surgeon-General  of  the  Anny.  Dr,  Lovell  was  born  in 
Boston,  Dec.  20,  1788,  a century  ago.  He  was  a|:)pointed 
Surgeon  in  the  AA'ar  of  1812. 

From  these  windows  were  witnessed  the  depredations  of 
the  British,  the  hurried  flight  of  Dolly  Madison,  and  the 
lighting  of  the  torch  that  sent  the  lurid  flames  curling  and 
mounting  through  beam  and  rafter  until  a blackened  ruin 
was  all  that  was  left  of  the  Nation's  home. 

Dr.  Lovell  died  Oct.  17,  1836,  and  soon  after  his  death 
the  property  was  purchased  by  Francis  Preston  Blair,  sr. 
This  house  was  his  home  during  the  period  that  he  was 
editor  of  the  Globe,  at  one  time  a Democratic  paper  of  great 
influence. 

AAhth  Jackson's  and  Van  Buren's  Administrations  his 
influence  was  unbounded,  and  b\"  many  he  was  regarded 
as  the  power  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the  Jhrone 
itself. 

When  Van  Buren  was  candidate  for  the  Free  Soil  party 
for  the  Presidency  I\Ir.  Blair  supported  him.  In  1855  he 
became  a member  of  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he 
continued  to  affiliate  until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
he  drifted  back  to  the  party  of  which  he  had  been  so  dis- 
tinguished a member,  and  with  which  he  had  become  so 
prominentl3^  identified  in  the  earW  part  of  his  life. 

He  died  at  his  country/  seat.  Silver  Spring,  Alontgomer^^ 
Count>3  Aid.,  Oct.  18,  1876,  at  the  advanced  age  of  85 
years. 

More  than  half  a centur^^  ago  this  ancient  knight  and 
lady  were  often  seen,  mounted,  ridingalong  Penns\dvania 
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Avenue  toward  tlicir  old  home,  in  wliicli  their  son,  .Mont- 
gomery  Blair,  was  living. 

We  have  showai  w'hat  a power  ^dr.  Blair  w'as  in  the 
land  for  two  generatioiiwS.  He  wvas  always  tlic  lirni  friend 
and  strong  admirer  of  ''Old  Hickory,'’'  aaid  nothing  gave 
him  greater  ])leasure  than  to  stroll  into  Latayette  Square 
and  gaze  u})on  tlie  equestrian  statue  of  Jackson,  whicli  he 
pi'onoimced  the  best  likeness  of  the  old  hero  extant,  no 
matter  -what  adverse  criticism  might  be  given.  He  w^as 
the  father  of  Frank  P.  lilair,  ir.,  whose  early  youth  w'a:s 
spent  in  this  house. 

The  Blair  mansion  \vas  rented  to  the  Hon.  George  Ban-' 
croft  during  the  short  period  that  he  was  Secretary  of  tlie 
Hav3q  from  1845  to  1846.  kir.  Bancroft  was  for  several 
3"ears  the  only  surviving  member  of  kfr.  Polk's  Cabinet 
The  next  prominent  person  to  ocenqn^  this  liouse  was  Hon, 
John  Y.  klason,  Secretaiy  of  the  Navjq  from  1846  to  iSy). 
klr.  klason,  prior  to  that  time,  had  been  a member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  Virginia,  from  1831  to  1837, 
when  he  vras  appointed  Judge  of  tlie  United  States  Couit 
for  Virginia,  He  w^as  Secretaiy  of  the  'Xcivy  under 
Presidents  dyler  and  Polk.  He  was  appointed  klinister 
to  France  1)}^  President  Pierce,  where  he  remained  until 
his  death,  in  1859. 

During  the  latter  portion  of  Taylor's  Administratiori 
Hon.  Tliomas  Ewing  occuT)ied  this  house,  he  having  been, 
appointed  Inc  President  Ta\dor  to  a seat  in  his  Cabinet  as 
Secretar}^  of  the  Interior.  Gen.  Thomas  la  wing,  who  dis- 
tinguished Inmself  during  the  civil  war  upon  the  side  of 
the  Union,  was  his  son. 

It  was  in  tliis  house,  June  i,  1850,  that  Gen.  W.  T, 
Sherman,  at  that  time  a Lieutehant,  was  married  to  kliss 
Ellen  Ba3des  Ewing,  daughter  of  Torn  Ewing,  b3^  Kev. 
James  Rider,  President  of  Georgetown  College. 

After  the  death  of  Cliarlcs  Yi.  Sherman,  in  1S29,  W.  T. 
Sherman  wns  adojtied  b\’'  Thomas  Ewing  and  by  liini 
ap])ointed  to  a cadetship  lO  West  Point. 

iVhen  the  klexican  War  brol^e  out,  he  was  sent  to  C’ali- 
fornia,  to  meet  Kearny's  expedition  crossing  the  },)lains. 
He  was  at  tliat  time  First  LieiuenaoL  in  the  3d  Art.  On 
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Ills  return  lie  ivas  married  to  i\Iiss  Ewing.  There  were 
present  at  the  cereinon^^  President  Fillmore  and  his  Cabi- 
net, Daniel  Webster,  Henry  Clay,  and  a host  of  other 
celebrities  then  residents  of  AVashington. 

During  President  Fillmore's  Administration,  in  1850, 
lie  invited  the  gifted,  silver-tongued  Tom  Corwin  into  his 
Cabinet,  and  while  he  held  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  he  too  occupied  this  house,  adding  one -more 
name  to  the  illustrious  list  tliat  have  called  it  their  home. 

Since  1853  this  Iristoric  mansion  has  been  occupied  b^" 
the  fainily 'of  Aiontgoiiieiy  Blair.  i\fr.  Blair  was  a mem- 
ber of  President  Lincoln \s  Cabinet.  The  Winter  of  1869 
will  be  long  remembered  for  its  brilliant  receptions,  for  the 
elegance  of  fashion  and  social  magnificence  everywhere 
exhibited.  During  the  ga\^  season  Admiral  and  Airs. 
Lee  issued  a thousand  cards  of  invitation  for  a bridal 
party,  the  bride  a daughter  of  Llontgomery  Blair.  This 
party  is  said  to  liave  been  in  point  of  numbers  and  dis- 
tinction of  the  guests,  and  the  grand  scale  of  all  its  ap- 
pointments, one  of  the  most  magnificent  given  in  the 
Capital. 

. Slontgomery  Blair,  though  a member  of  President  Lin- 
colnA  Cabinet,  w*as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  able 
supporters  of  Mr.  Tilden  in  his  efforts  to  have  his  claim 
to  the  Presidency  recognized.  When  jMr.  Blair  died  he 
left  a name  imsullied. 

Among  the  maii'v- prominent  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
who  have  filled  Cabinet  positions  during  the  history  of  the 
Government — and  tlie  list  contains  manj^  notable  names 
— none  has  sur]w\ssed  tha.t  of  the  Plon.  Richard  Rush  in 
power  and  dignity  and  purity  of  private  life. 

‘ He  was  Secretary  of  th^  Treasury  from  1825  ^0  1829, 
and  during  this  time  he  built  the  house  No.  1710  H street, 
afterward  occupied  hy  Admiral  Porter.  When  first  built 
it  was  a two-story  structure  vdth  an  attic,  but  it  was  after- 
wards carried  up  another  story  and  man^^  other  improve- 
ments added,  including  a large  ball-room  built  by  the 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  who  subsequent!}^  purchased  the 
property. 

Jdr.  Rush  came  of  good  Revolutionary  stock,  his  father 


■ y.=.  y.  .■•  t.  -v.yyjf/  ..  -yw;]  ., 

’ i‘iy^  yoyjiirl  JiLji*  './.i.  -; 

."’y  KiA'i: 
y y !■’-.;  2. >' 

■ . >-  n*oxl  »-^  bx'u  'rtm- ' 

y 

■;  ■•  . iy 

y y >7||  jy  f f : Jo ; , s .k  j 

. : . :7j 

<'/.y  • luu-r^M 

..  . ■ ■ > • Vy-.iiy-  'r'‘yr:o/v. 

y .-  : .r;<\ 

■‘.yyvyjC!’.'- 

. ■ • ■ '.yy  '^  ;:.  ■ •■’  i ‘'-.yy -y^y..  '•  ■ 

: ;’-y  •"■-•■;  ".'■■!;■  hryf 

.. .:  ?yv; , y . 

■■  ■ ' yij^y 

‘.'*  • i.'  w-  - -™i?..-t*- - ^ -.1''  l'..>!'(: 

;r  ■ , ■ : ■ ■ 

■ : ••  — iT 

* ■ ; . “■■  . ■ iTL.;;  ■ 

y y.  y 

1’ . ■ -V  yr yji 

•-  ^ y.;-  'y-. 

■•  - 

y ■■  ; M,  - ^ 

■f 

V . :■■•■, ',  '■■  /T 

■ . ■ y,„-... 

. . > y.K.( 

.' j i.i  "■ . ' t,  ■ ' ■ . 

iv^i  ^\f't.^ . y'-‘ 

V r..  v:.  : ■ ] 

- ^ ..■  .:■,  . ■ ' . -J 

•;:  ' ■'  , ' L r- 

% 1^7  ■ ■■■  - ,■  ‘ 1 
•••  - - ; ..  : 

■ ■ -i--  jc  ; .•■  ■••,:  -] 

/f'Yi £•;•';]  o.rJ  fto-f;:.  - " ""-^ 

•?fii  1?'  •■  '■  ■ ;.y.,v.iv. y/''' • ' - • .■ 

• • '''y'''riA,  '.  ' :j 

• : ■ -V.:  •,  ' * ■-  n’  ■ -/i  'j 

y ...  . , O;^-  ; M ’/ 1 > !.:V/  .:  ■.<■  v ' ’ if  O ' ; ;';i 

• ■ • .•;  ' <i‘  • .r ?■['■).  ."ii’  v.'i  ';  /] 

■■'  i4  ®ril 

- ■ ’ ■ ■ - y'..  ^ - ' ■ ■ ■" 

— ;;f  :i'  ■•  •■  ^ i --'T  crC 


'..ft  ■ • 

-s'"* 

y?‘  .'y  ; '/,:tf7ryi -h^v :_  ,..-,.y--  ,y 

:/•  [■, 7 JC^i 

V!  ^ i‘  V'^  y ■'-  '-' 

■f  .*  '7  ‘,i ! c 

.,  -U.y  y .■ 

y :y  (^riyy ' 

- ri, 

y ^ ^ y f.  • ■ , 

■ ' 

-A'.n-y  ■ ' y y . : ; ■ 

■•■yy  :..yly.’ 

J 

■ :y-,.yur44r  y-  .„  ! , 

„ >. ■' y i-  (.  ■ . y-  ' ' . ' ■ 

;;  1.,  -y-yr/  ii  ' 

t' 

. . :y;W  ' ’"■•■;  . 

y '-•••s;  h.yy  ■•/  .'  ^Intp'fou  ] -y'^v 

y '■  ytyiycy'’/  , 

V 

'•  ,y  y y:  : 

ii;yi  ov^yf  y.;:  r-yuly.'r  y..yy 

-■  '■'■:■■  Ail. _f.^  - 

' ' , ■ i - y ■ • ■ ’.; 

■ ! :.y ' ; j >-M { i '. j ,' . - o 1 y , : • , • r* •{  / • < • i - ; 1 ’ i 

•y.  y y.U 

'i 

t 

■yyyjiJufy'  j ‘ 1 ’ ■'■  ■ 

1 

: V':  .:•  : : i 

. -yy-y/Ty;;  yj 


HOMES  OF  HISTORIC  MEX. 


m 


being  the  Hon.  Beniamin  Rush  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. In  the  Provincial  Conference  of  Pennsylvania  he 
was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  which  reported  that  it 
had  become  expedient  for  Congress  to  declare  independ- 
ence. He  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Richard  Rusli  graduated  at  Princeton 
at  the  age  of  17.  In  1816  he  was  sent  as  ^Minister  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  remained  eight  \xars,  and  while  there 
negotiated  several  treaties. 

When  lie  went  to  England  the  late  Benjamin  Ogle 
Tayloe;  of  Washington,  accompanied  him  as  Secretary 
of  Legation.  , 

While  abroad  i\Ir.  Rush,  tlirough  his  high  social  and 
diplomatic  position,  was  brought  frequently  into  the 
presence  of  his  fair  countrywomen,  the  tliree  Misses 
Caton,  who,  for  their  wit,  beauty  and  accomplishments, 
were  called  the  ''Three  Graces.”  They  were  from  An- 
napolis, Md.  One  of  them  became  the  Duchess  of  Leeds, 
another  the  ^Marchioness  of  Wellesly,  and  the  third  Lady 
Stafford.  They  were  the  granddaughters  of  Charles 
Carroll  of  Carrollton,  who  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  A^as  known  as  the  last 
surviving  signer. 

Mr.  Rush's  wife  also  came  from  Annapolis,  ]Md.  She 
was  iMiss  Eliza  I\Iurra3^  a cousin  of  James  D.  IMurray, 
Pa\'master  of  the  United  States  Army.  It  was^  very 
natural  that  there  should  be  a cordial  friendship  existing 
between  them  ?md  the  Caton  sisters.  The  following 
anecdote. is  told  apropos  of  the  administration  of  Richard 
Rush  at. the  Court  of  London:  "At  a small  dinner  many 
years  afterwards,  at  the  King's — then  William  IV. — a 
gentleman  of  the  household  was  disposed  to  be  a little 
pleasant  with  one  of  tliese  accomplished  sisters  on  ac- 
count of  her  nationality  and  at  length  said:  'Xow,  do  pray 
tell  us,  lady,  do  you  come  from  that  part  of  America  where 
they  reckon  or  calculate?'  'She  comes  from  neither,' 
said  the  King  slowly;  'she  comes  from  that  part  of  America 
where  they  fascinate.'” 

In  1828  Mr.  Rush  was  the  candidate  for  Vice-Presidenb 
on  the  ticket  with  John  0.  Adams,  and  received  the  same 
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number  of  electoral  voles.  He  negotiated  aloan  in  Hol- 
land for  the  Corporations  of  Washington,  Georgetown, 
and  Alexandria.  Jackson  appointed  him  commissioner 
to  obtain  the  Smithsonian  legac}",  then  in  the  English 
Court  of  Chancery".  In  due  time  he  returned,  bringing 
the  whole  amount. 

President  Polk  appointed  him  IMinister  to  France,  and 
in  1848  he  was  the  first  of  the  foreign  ^Ministers  at  the 
French  Court  to  recognize  the  new  Republic  in  advance  of 
instructions  from  his  Government.  At  the  close  of  Presi- 
dent Polk's  term  he  asked  to  be  recalled,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  liis  life  in  comparative  retirement.  He  had 
a large  family  of  sons  and  daughters,  and  during  their 
residence  in  Washington  he  entertained  elegantly. 

Miss  Eliza  Rush  married  John  Calvert,  esq.,  of  Prince 
George's  County,  Maiyland,  a lineal  descendant  of  Lord 
Baltimore,  and  the  uncle  of  the  wife  of  R.  F.  Kearney,  of 
Wasliington,  D.  C. 

The  next  prominent  personage  to  reside  in  this  man- 
sion was  the  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  then  Senator  from 
New  York.  During  the  war  he  was  one  of  the  United 
States  Commissioners  • to  visit  soldiers  confined  in  Con- 
federate prisons.  In  1869  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
State  in  the  Cabinet  of  Gen.  Grant,  which  position  he 
creditably  filled  eight  years. 

Other  occupants  of  this  mansion  have  been  Sir  Frederic 
Bruce,  Lord  hiapier  and  Lord  Lyons,  representing  Great 
Britain  at  Washington.  Lord  Lyons,  previous  to  coming 
here,  had  been  an  attache  of  the  English  Legation  at 
Athens  and  Dresden,  respectively.  Secretary  of  the  Eng- 
lish Legation  at  Florence,  and  Envoy  at  Tuscany. 

During  his  long  residence  here  he  gave  many  brilliant 
entertainments,  especially  those  in  honor  of  the  birthday 
of  his  sovereign.  He  afterwards  became  the  British 
Embassador  to  France. 

A later  occupant  and  owner  was  the  gallant  Admiral  of 
the  Ksivy,  David  D.  Porter,  who  was  born  June  8,  1814,  in 
Penns3dvania.  His  father,  the  gallant  Porter  of  Essex 
fame,  having  left  our  service  and  accepted  the  position  of 
Commander-in~Chief  in  IMexico,  obtained  an  appoint- 
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nient  for  his  son  m the  ]\Iexicau  Na\y,  sent  him  to  sea  In 
the  Guerre,  a 22-gim  brig,  having  a complement  of  189 
officers  and  men,  and  commanded  by  his  nephew,  an 
enterprising  officer  but  21  years  of  age,  who,  like  his 
uncle,  had  been  in  the  American  service. 

The, Guerre  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz,  April  17,  1827,  and 
a few  weeks  thereafter  fell  in  with  a Spanish  frigate,  fully 
manned  and  carrying  64  guns.  Finding  it  impossible  to 
get  awa3^  from  the  frigate,  Capt.  Porter  resoluteh’  gave 
battle  and  maintained  the  unequal  fight  for  nearW  four 
hours,  not  strilvlng  his  colors  until  the  brig  was  filled  with 
the  dead  and  d\dng  and  her  spars  and  sails  were  so  torn  to 
pieces  as  to  make  her  utterh"  unmanageable. 

As  soon  as  the  Spaniards  saw  the  Alexican  flag  come 
do\^ui,  they  put  their  helm  up  and  ran  down  to  the  Guerre, 
delivering  two  hea\^  broasides  when  within  100  \^ards. 
During  this  cowardlj^  firing,  Ca.pt.  Porter,  one  of  the  brav- 
est men  that  ever  trod  a ship’s  deck,  was  cut  in  two  b}^  a 
cannon-shot,  and  his  remains,  instead  of  being  interred 
with  militar^^  honors,  according  to  the  usage  of  war,  were 
barbarously  throvai  overboard  b^^  the  victors  in  plain  view 
of  the  land. 

Two  \^ears  after  this  rough  experience  David  D.  Porter 
entered  the  American  Na\y  as  a Midshipman,  and  as  a 
Lieutenant,  18  \"ears  later,  we  find  him  activeh’  engaged 
in  all  our  naval  operations  on  the  ccast  of  Mexico,  and 
adding  new  luster  to  a name  alread}^  regarded  in  the 
United  States  as  a s\mon}mi  of  valor. 

When  the  war  broke  outp  Porter,  then  a Commander, 
was  dispatched  in  the  Powhatan  to  the  relief  of  Fort 
Pickens,  Florida,  for  whose  beleaguered  garrison  the 
President  felt  great  solicitude.  This  duty  accomplished, 
he  went  vigorousty  to  work  fitting  out  a mortar 
fleet  for  the  reduction  of  tlie  forts  guarding  the 
approaches  to  New  Orleans  by  the  lower  Alississippi,  to 
gain  . pessession  of  which  the  Government  considered 
of  vital  importance. 

After  the  fall  of  New  Orleans,  fhe  mortar  flotilla  was 
activety  engag;ed  at  Vicksburg,  and  in  the  Fall  of  1S62 
Porter  was  placed  in  command  of  all  the  naval  forces  on 


•’  i.  . . j j'J  i.  bld'ii  .-y-iy} 

‘ ,c.-i  i:.  4 '.:;  ; 

•'  y ’ '-.■,■ 

/•:,.  ■:■' ;r ':  ■■^a:3V-  r^.  ' ''  1 ' /V-;  ■> 

■■  , •' 

^ ’ ■ v:'  . . • ' [j  l^ul  ; ■ 

: , ..  ~ tQ  aviqsiL^ 

orfju'j  ■ ■''  • - ■-  >■■  ^.'').)  ./7;’.“  >M-- 

■•'.■"'■  .K ■ 7 " . 'jj^:  vM)  ,i:^ 

■ ''  ■’’■'I  vm-  • 

^ : 3ffr  ^ ^'7./ 'k/i  7,  , : ■■,■ 

'"'■-Vi  j.;  ' , V7,.;;  7 > , ;..^7r7,  ^ s,/ - 'i i ■!  5777 


:/:v7;  yy  : . * . ‘ ' ji  <'■'  .r!>b* 

Vy  t;7  ;'.;r  ;'  ■;  ■■•:  ■..  ..  ,.■  77  ? ’ J.  Jr'  ,i 

^ ' ■ ; ^ ' •:  ’ ••  ' ' ■• ; - ' '.:  ■ 5 ai|0  aim  '•  • ‘ C 


■ -.7. 

; • ■^^xiXjbn 

lo  21-  ■:.. :.;'  b;^)aki 

' ' 'r  'k  >'  ’ * 1 • .,  XVjdW  - 

■4'k{^b:;7  oi  , ■ '7  y-Ab.^^yf 

\>ni  I:-,  i'kk^r.ol'jcf  oeiodw'  '‘-do7L 

;i4h<>m;-  .k-  du<J  -oi  ^ b ^ /.y,  - . . 

:yd>iyr.s^  -:kol  7’?  <■,■  ,•  t --ji  7^  -rkl 

^ y/b/:7ivr'.  la  .7/  ’.. 

, ' 

' m^fr  rf' I /<;•!:  ' : ’r7  ■ra/jd’^  . /,  • ' • kC  1,  : 

■‘t^i  io  [:r'-i  ''.-rk^ru  ^ - ■,■  ■ -);:;■/  -y,  : , ,;:! 

lnv^;i  :,»ii;  ;;  . r .;;  • -M  I :..  ...  ' " • 


212 


EISTOPJC  HO:UES  IN  WASHINGTON, 


the  Western  rivers  at  New  Orleans,  with  the  rank  of 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

His  ability  as  a Commander-in-Chief  was  now  con- 
spicuously exhibited,  not  oiily  in  the  battles  which  he 
fought,  but  also  in  the  creation  of  a fonnidable  fleet  out  of 
river  steamboats,  which  he  covered  with  such  plating  as 
they  could  bear. 

By  Iris  example  to  his  officers  and  his  men,  he  dis- 
played a heroism  which  has  never  been  surpassed,  and 
wherever  there  vras  water  enough  to  float  a gunboat,  there 
the  old  flag  was  considered  and  respected. 

In  1864  Porter  v/as  transferred  to  the  Atlantic  coa.st  to 
command  the  naval  forces  destined  to  operate  against  the 
defenses  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.;  and  on  Jan.  15,  1865,  the 
fall  of  Fort  Fisher  was  hailed  by  the  countiy  as  a glorious 
temiinaiion  of  his  arduous  war  services  In  1866  he  was 
made  Vice-Admiral  and  appointed  Superintendent  of  the 
Naval  Academy,  which  institution  is  still  reaping  the 
benefit  of  his  able  administration  of  four  years.  At  the 
death  of  Farragut,  in  1870,  he  succeeded  that  illustrious 
man  as  Admiral  of  the  Na\y. , 

Admiral  Porter  married  a daughter  of  Commodore  D.  T. 
Patterson,  who  distinguished  himself  with  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans  in  1815.  In  our  early  Navy  Commander 
Patterson  ranked  deservedly  high  among  the  gallant 
officers  of  his  day. 

Thomas  H.  Patterson,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  is  a model  officer  and  gentleman.  He  and 
Carlisle  Patterson,  the  late  Superintendent  of  the  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey,  have  proved  themselves  worthy 
sons  of  their  illustrious  sire. 

The  former  jnarried  tire  beautiful  Miss  Maria  Wain- 
wright,  and  the  latter  iViss  Pearsons,  the  heiress  of  Brent- 
wood Alan  or,  a beautiful  country  seat  on  the  Brentwood 
road  and  Florida  avenue  of  the  city,  beautiful  amid  its  tall 
ancestral  trees. 

Admiral  JVrter  had  a large  family.  Two  sons  are 
officers  in  the  service.  Theoderic  Porter  is  a Lieutenant 
in  the  Navy,  s/atioued  at  the  Naval  Academy,  and  Capt. 
Porter  is  in  the  ivlarine  Corps.  Lieut.  Portea*  married 
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Carrie  Capron,  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  Capron,  who 
was  killed  in  ]\Iexico,  whose  ^widow  married  Charles  Vin- 
cent, long  connected  with  the  Treasury  Department.  ]\Ir. 
Vincent’s  daughter  Julia,  b\"  a previous  marriage,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Lieutenant  (now  Rear-Admiral)  George 
B.  Balch,  LI.  S.  N.,  retired.  During  Admiral  Porter’s 
long  residence  therein,  the  LI  street  house  was  the  scene 
of  many  brilliant  entertainments  and  ihe  center  of  dis- 
tinguished hospitalities. 

In  his  ripe  old  age  the  Admiral  wrote  the  history  of  the 
Navy,  in  which  he  and  his  have  borne  so  conspicuous  a 
part.  Lie  had  previous^  written  several  valuable  books. 

A volume  might  be  written  of  the  men  Inive  who  come 
before  the  public  and  passed  avray,  among  the  newspajier 
fraternity;  beginning  with  Joseph  Gales  and  Willuim 
Winston*^  Seaton,  followed  hy  Dully  Green,  Amos  Ken- 
dall, Francis  P.  Blair,  John  C,  Rives  and  Tliomas 
Ritchie.  None  of  these  men  survive,  and  even  the  papers 
with  which  they  were  connected  have  passed  out  of  exist- 
ence. 

Mr.  Ritchie,  who  for  many  years  was  the  powerful 
editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  and  who  s warred  for 
years  the  Democratic  party  of  Virginia,  was  called 'to 
Washington  by  James  K.  Polk  in  i(S44.  Lie  superseded 
the  old  Jackson  firm  of  Blair  & Rives.  Llis  home  for  a 
time  was  on  G street  between  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth, 
a small,  narrow,  two-stor}’'  bride  house,  standing  back 
in  the  vard.  A wooden  piazza  extending  along  tlie 
side,  opening  from  the  second  storey  was  his  \valking 
space.  Upon  this  balcony  the  old  veteran  used  to  walk 
at  night,  formulating  those  powerful  editorials  for  which 
this  knight  of  the  free  lance  was  renowned. 

lie  changed  the  name  of  the  paper  from  the  Globe  to . 
the  Union;  how  much  the  name  was  a misnomer  others 
must  say. 

i\Ir.  Ritchie  vras  amiable,  honorable  and  un.'':ophisti- 
cated  to  a marked  degree.  ILg'  education  and  life  liad 
'not  [irepared  him  with  aliiliiy  to  cope  with  men  of  na- 
tional bread  til. 

Lie  has  been  called  the  most  genteel  old  fogy  v.'ho  ever 


xte  jinoj-}m  'to  ,23:v*’5ti 


f i‘v,  ■ , , ■ 

*'  vi:.  • ,,■//•*>■(!>  £r  - 


7A."'>.(  7:g;(;  Jar  ;;rarri  iO' 


'! 

! j 


ari'^rlt 


a; 


fc-'- 


•; 


•■i 


' '-i  ■ 


/''■Vh  . . 
;.t-  :-:ir 


■ ■ ■■ 


-mTOmt:#'-  m 

■P  ■ '...vr. 


vra " ' 

. '■■?''  ■ , , 


07  ynam  t 


/ 


\ rr 

* J 
. :-J-  V 


■’  / ■ 1 


a- £ 

"-li 


m 


~ JSsistT  f 


’i'‘  ' 1 TO 


I , Y> 

B'i . -rja ; ■ 
r 

■'.'!i  ni 

: > - aYHA' 


r'^  im' -r^r  "f.  .'  Aj 

. r r ’^Yv.rrr  ■■,  ■ rra£'  - : 

rv^''^  ■•  oil'  :r  ;'r.'r:'  v’W  ■ ■ .■ 

: ,,,  ;■  , ■ ^;;,::,.  ;.5 

,.T^a«  n>i  hW 

; t afl 

"■  ' ■' ' ■ ivvJ^r,'*  odf 

- ' v/Aia 

■ ^»rr»n 


■-••ar.;£  rl/ 


;Y:r  r,  :-*t  ' 
f;'G(  j.'r:,a.: 

■ ..  r(  ftHiilrfi;  " 


214 


HISTOEIC  H0:MES  IX  WASHINGTON. 


wore  nankeen  pantaloons,  white  vest,  blue  coat,  high 
shirt  collars  and  straw  hat.  These  were  his  vestments. 
Summer  and  Winter.  His  instincts  were  pure  and  his 
relations  to  men  honest.  He  was  a conscientious  be- 
liever in  the  extreme  doctrine  of  State-rights.  The 
estrangement  brought  about  by  this  change  of  editors  was 
broad,  and  rankled  deep.  To  the  student  of  political 
issues  it  gives  a great  field;  it  will  show  to  them  ""How 
great  a matter  a httle  fire  kindleth.”  A change  in  the 
editorship  of  a political  organ  was  the  origin  of  a move- 
' ment  that  brought  about  the  greatest  event  in  the  political 
or  economic  history  of  the  countrjx 

Almost  upon  the  ashes  of  the  house  on  G street,  where 
Mr.  Ritchie  used  to  quicken  liis  facile  pen,  the  building  of 
the  Ameiican  Security  and  Trust  Company  and  an 
auction  house  are  now  located. 

At  one  timie  i\Ir.  Ritchie  hved  in  the  Slidell  house  on 
Lafayette  Square,  which  was  afterwards  also  occupied 
by  a defender  of  the  Union,  Gideon  Welles,  when  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy.  The  student  of  pohtical  economy 
must  conie  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  a destiny  that 
shapes  our  ends. 
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CHAPTER  XX 

\ 

ANCESTRAL  MT.  VERNON. 

^ PILGRnrAGE  DOWN  THE  POTOIMAC— -THE  CRYPT  AT  THE  CAPITOL. 

FORESTRY  .OF  MOUNT  VERNON— EPISODES  OP  W^VSHINGTON’S 

liTFE— A NATIONAL  HERITAGE— THE  ESTATE  OF  AEi:>GDON. 

PLTR CHASED  BY  GEORGE  WASHINGTON — HOME  OF  JOHN  PARKE 

CUSTIS— ARLINGTON  AND  ITS  TRADITIONS — WASHINGTON 

RELICS— THE  NATIONAL  CEMETERY.  '• 

There  are  few  visitors  to  the  Capital  who  care  to  leave 
without  making  a pilgrimage  to  I\Iount  Vernon,  and  it  is 
eminently  fitting  that  the  homes  “beyond  the  Potomac’' 
which  have  become  identified  with  the  histor3^  of  'the 
country  should  find  a place  among  the  historic  homes  of 
Washington. 

There  is  no  shrine  in  the  land  toward  which  so  many 
pilgrims  turn  as  to  that  of  George  Wasliington.  There  is 
hardly  a pleasant  morning  of  the  year  but  many  people 
step  on  board  a steamer  for  a sail  dovTi  the  beautiful 
Potomac.  Word  painting  can  convey  but  little  idea  of 
the  beautiful  scenery  and  give  but  glimpses  of  the  band- 
ing^  hills,  the  broad  ampliitheater  of  space,  the  delicate 
tints  and  depth  of  color,  the  gold  and  omnge  and  purple, 
where  earth  and  sky  meet  over  the  Virginia  hills. 

As  we  look  back  upon  Arlington  Hights  and  the  beauti- 
ful curve  of  the  dome  of  the  Capitol  against  the  snowy 
mass  of  cloud  and  through  the  banks  of  mist,  and  the 
rising,  tapering  shaft  that  commemorates  the  name  at 
whose  shrine  we  do  homage,  the  steamer  is  hunjing  us 
on  over  the  17  miles  of  waterway.  The  beautiful  city 
gradually  fades  from  sight  and  Arlington  lies  hidden 
from  view. 

Later  the  tolling  bell  tells  us  that  we  are  passing  the 
tomb  of  Washington.  This  mark  of  reverence  was 
instituted  85  years  ago  by  Commodore  Gordon,  the  com- 
mander of  the  English  fleet,  who,  when  passing  Mount 
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Vernon/ Aug.  24,  1814,  ordered  the  bell  of  his  flagship, 
Sea-Horse,  to  be.  tolled. 

"Slowl^^  sailing,  slowly  sailing,  hushed  the  music,  mute 
the  mirth,  , , 

Men  and  maidens  standing  reverent  on  some  broad  altar's 
hearth.  . . ^ 

❖ ' ❖ - * * ❖ *:«  i' 

""Silently.i before  iMount  Vernon,  silentl}^  our  boat  moves 
on,  ^ • • . 

Hushed  the  iron  heart's  deep  panting  past  the  tomb  of 
Yvashington; 

Truest,  worthiest  act  of  worship,  that  degenerate  earth 
now  knows. 

Inmost  soul  here  recognizing  all  the  mighty  debt  she 
owes. 

Oh,  my  country!  art  thou  paling-losing  all  the  young 
day's  glow? 

Cans'!  thou  lose  th}^  first  love's  glory,  andAhy  hero's 
worth  still  know? 

Patriot  hearts,  no  doubt,  still  haunt  you,  threatening 
thoughts  come  crowding  on. 

Sail  with  me  down  broad  Potomac,  past  the  tomb  of 
Washington; 

Feel  the  impress  of  his  greatness  stamped  upon  the  Na- 
tion's heart. 

See  each  manly  brow  uncovered,  lovely  lips  in  awe  apart; 
Fear  not  while  this  reverence  lingers  with  its  clear,  \varm, 
hallowing  light; 

This  must  fade  from  brow  and  bosom,  ere  can  come  our 
countr3^'s  night. 

i ' —Mrs.  R.  Cary  Long. 

. At  this  point  of  landing  the  river  is  two  miles  wide. 
Glimpses  of  the  mansion  can  be  seen  through  the  green 
vistas  on  the  bank  a couple  of  hundred  feet  above  the 
water.  Passing  up  the  eas\^  ascending  road  that  winds 
over  the  brow  of  the  hill,  3^0 u reach  the  tomb,  which 
through  numerous  reproductions  has  become  familiar  to 
ever3^  child  in  the  land. 
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- Tliei  •eln  lie  the  mortal  remains  of  George  and  iMartha 
Washington.-  To  this  vault  the  body  of  Washington  was 
removed  A]>ril  19,  1831,  for  the  reason  that  vandals  had 
broken  into  the  old  tomb  and  removed  what  they  supposed 
to  be  the  skull  of  AVashington,  but  which  proved  to  be  that 
of  one  of  the  Blackburn  family. 

In  the  Winter  of  1832,  Congress  for  the  second  time 
made  an  effort  to  have  the  body  of  Washington  removed 
to  the  crypt  of  the  Capitol  originally  designed  for  its 
sepulchre.  Adams,  Cla\',  Webster  and  nian\'  otliCTS  were 
anxious  for  its  removal  on  the  centennial  anniversary  of 
his  birth,  Feb.  22,  1832.  ' • ' ’ ' 

It  will  be  remembered  that  on  the  death  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, those  in  National  authority  begged  his  remains  for 
public  interment  at  the  seat  of  the  National  Capital. 
They  were  granted  by  Mrs.  AVashington  on  condition 
that  her  own  remains  should  be  interred  by  the  side  of  her 
husband  in  the  National  tomb.  This  memorable  com- 
pact remains  in  force,  and  in  one  sense  binding  on  the 
Nation,  as  no  hving  authority  has  power  to  annul  it. 

On  the  strength  of  this  contract.  President  Alonroe 
ordered  two  crypts  to  be  built  in  the  basement  of  the  center 
of  the  Capitol  for  the  reception  of  the  remains  of  General 
and  Mrs.  Washington.  There  was  at  this  time  appointed 
a watchman,  who  was  called  the  '‘keeper  of  the  crypt,'' 
whose  dut}^  it  was  to  sit  b}"  the  small  opening  in  the  marble 
floor  under  the  old  dome  and  keep  watch  lest  some  evil 
might  befall  the  sacred  remains.  Faithfulh;  he  did  his 
sitting,  and  faithfully  he  drew  his  82,500  salary  through 
the  yeans,  until  Abraham  Lincoln's  Administration 
abolished  the  sinecure  office.  ^ " 

The  desire  to  have  the  remains  of  this  illustrious  citizen 
removed  failed,  and  now  that  Mount  Vernon,  through  the 
work  of  patriotic  women,  has  become  the  property  of  the 
Nation,  every  American  should  rejoice  that  they  rest 
beneath  the  forest  trees  and  on  the  grassy  slopes  of  their 
own  loved  iMount  Vernon.  ^ ‘ ^ 

Previous  to  the  Revolutionary"  AA"ar  the  establishment  at 
Mount  Vernon  was  upon  a very  limited  scale.  There 
were  but  four  rooms  on  a floor;  the  outbuildings  were 
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meager.  After  Washington  resigned  his  commission  at 
Annapolis  on  the  23d  of  December,  1783,  he  hastened  to 
i\Iount  Vernon,  ready  to  turn  his  swords  into  plow-shares 
and  Iris  spears  into  pruning-hooks,  and  learn  war  no 
more. 

He  was  his  own  architect  and  builder,  and  in  the  ar- 
rangement and  embellishment  of  the  grounds  he  attended 
to  the  minutest  details.  One  of  the  ideas  which  possessed 
the  mind  of  Gen.  Washington  has  lately  come  to  light 
through  the  careful  study  of  the  present  Superintendent, 
Harrison  H.  Dodge.  He  intended  that  an  instructive 
lesson  should  be  read  m the  variety  of  trees  grown  upon 
the  grounds.  Toward  this  result  North,  East,  West  and 
South  contributed  their  quota.  The  jMassachusetts  elm 
spread  its  sheltering  branches  over  the  Southern  mag- 
nolia; the  cypress,  cedar,  black  walnut,  mountain  ash, 
beech,  buckeye,  coffee  bean,  with  so  many’  others,  were 
ti'aced,  that  the  design  is  unmistakable. 

' During  the  late  war  the  negroes  cut  down  these  in-  ' 
■ valuable  rehes  for  firewood.  In  some  few  cases  there  is  a 
vestige  left  to  identify  the  variety  of  tree,  and  mark  the 
general  plan,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  plat  of  the  west  lawn, 
laid  out  in  the  foiTQ  of  a shield;  and,  carried  a little  beyond 
the  lines,  the  outline  of  the  "Old  Liberty  Bell”  reproduced. 

The  forestry  of  i\Iount  Vernon  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting features  of  study  associated  with  this  historic 
spot.  Ascending  the  hill  to  the  right,  and  very  neai  the 
approach  to  the  tomb,  stands  a remarkable  tree.  It  is  a 
lofty  cypress,  an  evergreen  from  the 'North,  which  seems 
to  have  found  congenial  soil,  for  its  hight  indicates  per- 
fection; its  trunk  seems  to  be  made  up  of  cords  or  muscles 
like  the  arm  of  the  Roman  gladiator.  It  is  a wonderful 
exponent  of  Gustave  Dorebs  idea  of  trees,  which  he  en- 
dowed with  souls;  the  mute  language  of  this  specimen  is 
just  as  appealing  as  an  expression  on  the  human  face. 

A few  feet  removed  from  this  may  be  seen  a black 
walnut,  ill  ahnost  unto  death.  Its  slender,  feeble-looking 
body  can  be  accounted  for  when  glancing  at  one  of  the 
upper  limbs.  Upon  this  branch  is  an  excrescence  of 
inunense  size  in  proportion  to  the  tree  on  which  it  grows; 
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there  can  be  no  mistake  that  this  is  a most  seriously 
afflicted  tree,  and  it  goes  far  to  prove. the  brotherhood  of 
universal  matter.  These  both  stand  near  the  tomb, 
emblems  of  strength  and  weakness. 

When  thc3^  were  planted  no  man  knoweth.  Could  the 
great  man,  having  discovered  their  peculiarities,  have 
placed  them  side  by  side  ? Such  trees  must  have  a his- 
tor3^,  but  where  is  it  written  ? Who  holds  the  key  of  the 
hierogKmhs  ? 

• As  we  pass  from  room  to  room  in  the  ancestral  home, 
the  genial  and  kindly  hospitality"  of  the  olden  time  like  a 
peaceful  benediction  falls  upon  us.  The  entire  house  is 
an  architectural  commentary  on  the  rise  and  progress  of 
the  Nation.  It  was  a princely  mansion  in  its  da\",  no 
doubt,  but  the  state  dining-hall  is  the  onh"  room  that  can 
lay  claim  to  any"  pretension  toward  elegance,  and  to-day^ 
it  seems  meager  in  its  proportions. 

In  this  room  there  is  an  elaborately  carved  mantelpiece 
from  Carrara,  with  Sienna  marble  columns.  The  ex- 
quisite workmanship  is  attributed  to  Canova.  This  alone 
is  all  that  remains  of  the  appointments  of  this  banquet- 
hall,  where  so  many  illustrious  men  and  famous  women 
broke  bread. 

Through  the  curved  colonnade  that  leads  to  the  old  gate 
kitchen,  with  its  immense  lireplace  and  hanging  crane, 
we  can  again  see  some  glorified  'Traunces”  gliding  back 
and  forth  to  the  immaculate  chef,  “'Uncle  Harkness,''  busy 
with  culinary  art  for  some  great  feast.  Under  his  iron 
discipline,  without  spot  or  blemish,  each  cover  was  handed 
over  in  its  perfection  to  the  exacting  steward,  who,  in 
snow-wliite  apron,  silk  shorts  and  stockings,  knee- 
buckles  and  powdered  hair,  placed  the  dishes  in  turn  upon 
the  table. 

In  retrospection  v/e  again  materialize  Hamilton,  Madi- 
son, Jefferson,  IMarshall,  Lafayette,  Rochambeau, 
L'Enfant,  IMonroe,  Morris,^  and.  hosts  of  Generals  and 
civilians  who  have  made  this  place  historic  by’  their  pres- 
ence. 

We  step  out  upon  the  open  veranda,  and  a vision  of 
loveliness  greets  the  eyx;  terraced  lawns,  forest  trees. 
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gentle  slopes  and  the  Potomac's  broad  expanse,  flecked 
’with  dancing,  drifting  sails  that  bring  back  the  fairest, 
tenderest  picture,  just  such  as  greeted  the  young,  fair 
bride  of  Mount  Vernon  in  that  long  ago. 

Could  the  old  clock  in  the  hall,  which  once  struck  the 
hours  in  Washington's  home,  speak,  how  many  tales  it 
would  tell  of  ancient  grandeur;  of  courtW  dames  and  gal- 
lant cavaliers;  of  Old  Dominion  hospitalities;  of  stirring 
Virginia  reels  and  stateW  minuets! 

Washington's  "birthnight’'  was  first  celebrated  by  a bMl 
given  at  Alexandria  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  Such 
fmictions  soon  became  general  in  all  the  towns  and  cities. 

At  a ball  given  in  Fredericksburg  in  honor  of  the  French 
and  American  officers,  after  the  surrender  of  Yorktown  in 
1781,  Washington  danced  the  minuet  for  the  last  time,  in 
the  graceful  and  elegant  manner  for  which  he  was  noted. 

The  following  letter  from  Washington  was  written 
about  a month  before  his  death  in  reply  to  an  invitation 
from  a committee  of  gentlemen  in  Alexandria  to  attend  the 
dancing  assemblies  there,  and  may  be  seen  in  the  Alex- 
andria ]\Iusemn: 

'WIOUNT  Vernon,  12th  of  November,  1799. 

"Gentlemen:  IMrs.  Washington  and  m3^self  have 
been  honored  vfith  your  poHte  invitation  to  the  assemblies 
of  Alexandria  tliis  Winter,  and  thank  you  for  this  mark 
of  attention.  But  alas!  our  dancing  da^^s  are  no  more. 
\Yq  wish,  however,  all  those  who  have  a relish  for  so 
agreeable  a.nd  innocent  an  amusement,  all  the  pleasure 
the  season  will  afford  them;  and  so  I am,  gentlemen, 

"Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

"Geo.  WAvSiiiNGTON.” 

Could  the  old  halls  of  kloimt  Vernon  tell  the  stoiy  of  the 
centur}'"  since  Wasliington  crossed  the  threshold  in  1753, 
to  enter  upon  a life  work,  in  which  no  man  has  been  so 
honored,  v.diat  a histoiy  it  would  tell.  . 

His  acliievernents  in  penetrating  the  vrilderness  amid 
difficulties  and  dangers,  brought  him  into  the  favorable 
notice  of  the  Colonial  authorities,  who  intrusted  him  in 
1754  With  the  defense  of  the  frontier  of  his  native  Colon}".  * 
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• When  he  again  enjoyed  the  peaceful  vsbadcs  of  !\Iount 
Vernon,  his  stay  was  of  short  duration.  The  fame  of  the 
3"oung  provincial  soldier  had  rea.ched  Gen.  Brackiock's 
ears,  and  he  requested  him  to  accompany  him  on  his 
(unfortunate)  expedition  to  Fort  Duquesne. 

liere  Washington  reaped  his  first  laurels.  At  the 
close  of  this  war,  wfuch  lasted  seven  j^Ccirs,  the  ^mung 
provincial  again  returned  to  k fount  Vernon  to  av'ait 
events. 

It  is  well  known  where  and  how  he  miet  his  wife.  In 
1759  he  brought  her,  a fair  bride,  to  klount  Vernon.  The 
years  glided  by  and  peace  pervaded  the  fair  domain. 
Amid  the  felicities  of  home  life,  the  better  counsel  of 
family  and  friends,  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  agriculture, 
the  small  cloud  of  Colonial  troubles  appeared  upon  the 
horizon,  and  Patrick  Henry  and  Edmund  Pendietori 
stepped  upon  the  scene. 

Washington  had  been  chosen  to  represent  Vmginia  in 
the  First  Continental  CongreSvS,  wliich  assembled  in 
Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  September,  1774,  and  tliese 
gentlemen  were  to  accompany  him.  He  was  called  again 
to  leave  fertile  fields  and  fair\'  meads  to  enter  the  arena  of 
public  life. 

While  serving  in  the  First  Congress,  in  the  year  1775, 
his  name  was  brought  forward  as  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Army  by  Joint  Adams,  and  he  was  duly  appointed. 
He  obeyed  the  call  of  his  country,  and  for  six  more  long 
years  of  privation  and  anxiet}^  his  da^'s  were  spent  on  ilie 
tented  field. 

In  1781  the  old  halls  of  iMount  Vernon  re-echoed  for  a 
day  the  master's  foofalls.  He  was  accompanied  bv 
Count  de  Rochambeau  and  a brilliant  suite  on  route  for 
Yorktown. 

A happier  scene  was  spread  upon  the  canvas  hi  1783. 
The  war  was  over;  the  Nation  was  free,  the  people  inde- 
pendent. Washington  had  resigned  his  commissioip  and 
the  glorified  and  ahnosL  deified  General  bad  become  lieu- 
tenant over  the  p>eaceful  forces  of  agriculture  at  i\[ount 
Vernon. 

For  four  years  there  congregated  in  this  liospitalfie 
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home  the  great,  the  good,  the  worthy  of  the  land.  Among 
these  chosen  spirits  was  the  gallant  Lafayette,  who 
hastened  to  ?Jonnt  Vernon  on  his  return  to  this  country  in 
1784,  to  pa\''  his  respects  to  the  man  whom  he  honored  and 
loved  above  all  men. 

In  1787  the  old  Confederation  is  ended  and  a new  Gov- 
ernment is  formed.  Washington  leaves  Mount  Vernon 
again,  and  his  signature  is  the  first  on  the  immortal  con- 
stitutional charter,  conceived  in  the  purity  of  republican 
freedom,  planted  on  the  basis  of  equal  rights  and  equal 
laws.  AlMionor  to  the  men  who  formed  this  masterpiece 
of  virtue!  • ' 

Two  years  later,  a special  Envoy  in  the  person  of  Secre- 
tary Thomson,  a signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, arrived  at  ]\Iount  Vernon,  to  officially  announce  to 
Washington  that  he  had  been,  chosen  by  the  electors 
President  of  the  United  States. 

For  eight  long  years  silence  reigned  in  the  old  home. 
In  1797,  with  blithesome  step  and  joyous  heart,  the  master 
of  Mount  Vernon  stepped  over  its  portals.  Time  had 
blanched  his  locks  and  furrovced  his  brow.  He  had  given 
his  youth  and  his  manhood  to  his  country.  He  returned 
to  his  home  stricken  in  years,  but  crowned  with  honor 
_ above  all  men. 

When  again  called  to  leave  Mount  Vernon  it  was  to  pass 
into  an  unchanging  inheritance,  for  -which  no  man  was 
better  fitted. 

* * C C i} 

The  entire  area  from  iMount  Vernon  to  Arlington  might 
well  be  considered  classic  ground.  Various  reminis- 
cences of  Washington  are  connected  with  this  locality. 
‘ Old  Alexandria  and  George  Washington  came  into  active 
life  together,  but  tlie  spot  to  which  every  Alexandrian  will 
point  with  most  pride  is  old  Christ  Church.  This  church 
is  not  famous  for  its  size  and  grandeur,  but  because  it 
contains  the  pew  where  George  Washington  sat,  Sunday 
.after  Sunday,  a participant  in  the  services. 

Could  we  picture  to  ourselves  this  venerable  church  as 
it  appe-czrcd  in  iJjC,  we  should  find  it  almost  hidden  by 
primeval  forest  trees.  Tiie  spacious  gallcrieii  be 
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wanting;  the  pews  would  be  stiff,  square  and  high  enough 
to  prevent  unprofitable  gazing  at  each  other. 

We  should  see  Susanna  Edwards,  the  sexton,  ushering 
up  the  tile-paved  aisles  the  congregation  to  the  seats 
allotted  to  each  ''according  to  dignit}'.''  There  would  be 
Mrs.  William  Payne  in  her  special  seat  upon  the  upper 
platform,  hy  special  consent,  on  account  of  deafness,  and 
Col.  Washington,  and  the  Alexanders,  and  the  Custises, 
and  man\'  others  in  the  antique  dress  of  their  day. 

We  might  have  seen  George  Washington  on  Christ 
Church  green,  when  he  made  the  famous  declaration  of 
resistance  to  the  odious  Stamp  i\.ct,  when  it  ma}^  be  said  a 
Nation  was  conceived. 

Alexandria  is  a cit}"  that  has  fallen  asleep  wrapped  in 
a century  of  legend  and  tradition. 

'The  legend  most  often  on  the  lips  of  an  Alexandrian  is 
that  of  ‘'The  Beautiful  Female  Stranger.''  It  is  a fasci- 
nating and  mysterious  stoiyx  It  is  said  that  between  the 
long  sermon  and  the  short  sermon,  for  over  70  years,  the 
women  folks  of  old  Christ  Chtirch  have  talked  about  the 
Temale  stranger." 

Under  the  cedars  and  the  oaks,  in  the  old  St.  Paul 
cemetery",  is  her  grave.  The  tombstone  is  a marble  slab, 
laid  horizontally  upon  six  elaborately-carved  white 
marble  pillars.  Upon  the  tablet  is  the  inscription: 

"To  the  mcmorj'  of  a female  stranger  whose  mortal 
sufferings  terminated  on  the  4th  day  of  October,  1816, 
aged  23  years  and  eight  months. 

"This  stone  is  erected  hy  her  disconsolate  husband,  in 
whose  arms  she  breathed  out  her  last  sigh,  and  who, 
under  God,  did  his  utmost  to  soothe  the  cold,  dull  ear  of 
death.  s 

"How  loved,  how  honored  once,  avails  thee  not, 

To  whom  related  or  by  whom  begot; 

A heap  of  dust  alone  remains  of  thee, — 

'Tis  ail  thou  art,  and  all  the  proud  shall  be." 

One  thing  is  certain;  the  woman  who  was  buried  there 
was  unknown  in  Alexandria,  as  was  the  man  who  claimed 
to  be  her  husband.  Tiiey  came  to  Alexandria  upon  a 
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foreign  vessel,  and  took  apartments  at  the  leading  hotel. 
She  \vas  a beautiful  young  girl,  and  he  a handsome, 
distinguished-looking  man.  They  brought  with  them 
one  servant,  and  to  all  appearance  were  people  of  high 
rank  and  great  wealth. 

The  legends  of  Alexandria  are  filled  with  stories  of  her 
beaut\%  her  jewels,  her  magnificent  wardrobe.  They 
denied  themselves  none  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  but  abso- 
lutely refused  to  let  their  identity  be  knovm,  or  to  make 
any  friends  or  acquaintances  in  the  city.  Even  the  valet 
was  under  instructions  to  reveal  nothing.  The  ship  they 
came  in  sailed  away,  and  those  on  board  knew  no  more 
about  the  enigmatical  passengers  than  the  native  Alex- 
andrians. 

The  lady  was  above  medium  hight,  with  a well-de- 
veloped figure.  i\Iasses  of  blonde  hair  covered  her  head, 
her  eyes  were  large  and  expressive,  her  mouth  small  and 
sweet,  and  her  manner  pleasant,  3^et  dignified.  It  is  said 
that,  as  she  drove  about  Alexandria,  no  one  appealed  to 
her  in  vain  for  charity.  To  all  organizations  she  gave 
liberally,  but  attended  no  meetings  and  received  no  visit- 
ors. All  the  intercourse  between  the  strangers  and  the 
citizens  was  such  as  came  by  chance. 

Five  months  after  they  arrived  in  the  city,  the  young 
wife  became  ill  with  a low  fever,  and  died.  This  is  the 
generally  accepted  opinion.  She  was  never  left  alone 
with  the  physician,  the  husband  or  valet  being  always 
present;  and  when  she  died,  she  lay  in  the  arms  of  her 
husband  with  his  lips  pressed  to  hers. 

He  alone,  with  his  valet,  was  present  at  the  burial.  He 
selected  the  spot  where  she  now  lies,  and  sta^’ed  long 
enough  to  order  and  see  completed  ^nd  placed  the  tablet 
as  it  now  stands,  and  left  a sum  of  money  to  keep  it  in 
order  for  a term  of  years.  He  was  to  return,  or  send  more 
money  at  the  ejid  of  the  time.  He  took  ship  and  sailed 
away  as  mysteriously  as  he  had  come,  and  has  never  been 
heard  of  since.  It  has  been  rumored  that  he  did,  years 
afterwards,  visit  the  grave  of  his  wife. 

Another  story  that  has  been  given  credence  is  that  one 
evening  in  the  long  ago,  a vessel,  evidently  a foreign  man- 
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of-\var,  anchored  just  below  Alexandria.  During  the 
night  the  coinmander  and  two 'boats,  with  their  crews, 
came  off  and  went  to  the  grave  of  the  Female  Stranger, 
exhumed  the  remains,  took  them  to  the  ship,  and  at  day- 
break dropped  down  the  river  and  disappeared.  A great 
many  believe  that  if  the  grave  were  opened  an  empty 
vault  would  be  found.  The  casket,  according  to  the 
legend,  was  put  into  a solidh'  constructed  vault.  Many 
novels  have  been  woven  out  of  this  legend,  and  some  of 
them  add  to  the  interest  clinging  to  tliis  story  and  its 
fascination. 

We  can  not  longer  dwell  in  old  Alexandria,  with  its 
legends  and  treasured  memories.  The  trend  of  our 
thought  leads  us  on  to  the  old  home  of  the  Alexanders,  the 
Custises  and  the  Hunters — Abingdon. 

Between  Washington  and  Alexandria,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Potomac,  there  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  finest  estates  in 
Virginia.  It  was  the  famil}^  seat  of  the  Alexanders  and 
Hunters,  and  has  been  in  the  family  for  nearly  three  cen- 
turies. 

This  family  is  descended  from  the  powerful  clan  of 
IVIcDonald  of  Scotland;  from  Alexander,  son  of  John, 
Lord  of  the  Isles,  b\"  Lady  Alargaret,  his  wife,  who  was 
the  daughter  of  Robert  II. , King  of  Scotland.  John  IV., 
son  of  the  Earl  of  Sterling,  emigrated  to  Virginia  in  1659, 
and  settled  in  Stafford  Count\^  and  purchased  the  How- 
son  patent,  which  extended  from  GeorgetovTi  to  Hunting 
Creek. 

When  he  died,  in  1677,  his  will  bequeathed  to  his  son 
John  all  the  land  from  Four  i\lile  Run,  in  Alexandria 
County,  to  the  Potomac  River,  and  to  his  second  son, 
Philip,  Four  i\Iile  Run  to  Hunting  Creek;  so  that  Abing- 
don, the  historic  home  referred  to,  became  the  home  of 
John  Alexander. 

The  mansion  is  still  standing,  and  was  most  solidly 
constructed.  The  beams  and  rafters  were  of  solid  oak, 
two  feet  in  diameter,  and  strong  enough,  as  proven,  to 
bear  the  weight  of  two  centuries. 

Descendant  after  descendant  inherited  the  estate  until 
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it,  togetlier  with  Arlington,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Girard 
Alexander. 

, Girard  sold  Abingdon  to  Gen.  George  Washington,  who 
bought  it  for  his  stepson,  John  Parke  Custis,  who  married 
Eleanor  Calvert,  of  iUount  Airy,  Maryland.  She  was 
married  at  i6  years  of  age,  while  Master  Custis  was  a 
youth  of  19.  tiere  they  lived  several  years,  until  four 
children  were  born  to  them.  All  were  born  in  this  home, 
except  George  AVashington  Parke  Custis,  who  was  born 
in  Alount  Airy.  But  the  brightness  that  had  illumined 
this  home  went  out  when  the  ravages  of  war  marked  its 
master  for  its  victim. 

After  the  death  of  young  Custis,  his  widow  married  Dr. 
Stewart,  of  Virginia,  and  in  Abingdon  the  nine  Stewart 
sisters  were  born.  They  were  noted  for  their  beauty  and 
vivacious  manners,  and  many  a young  Virginia  planter 
has  drunk  a toast  to  these  fair  muses. 

But  the  homestead  passed  away  from  them.  It  had 
been  paid  for  in  Continental  money  b}-  Gen.  Washington, 
and  the  heirs  of  Girard  Alexander  brought  suit  to  recover 
the  property.  After  many  years  of  tedious  litigation  the 
courts  set  the  sale  aside,  and  Abingdon  passed  once  more 
into  the  hands  of  the  Alexanders,  and  Walter  Alexander 
became  the  proprietor. 

He  afterwards  sold  it  to  one  of  the  Wises,  who  kept  it 
but  a short  time,  and  resold  it  to  Gen.  Alexander  Hunter, 
a member  of  the  original  family.  Gen.  Hunter  was  IMar- 
shal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  20  years.  He  was  a 
man  of  wealth,  and  spent  his  means  freel}"  in  beautifying 
the  old  place. 

Pie  was  a personal  friend  of  President  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  many  a Saturday  the  head  of  the  Nation  would  slip 
away  over  the  river  to  spend  a quiet  Sunday’  at  Abingdon. 
An  inflexible  rule  was  made  by  Gen.  Hunter  that  office- 
seeking and  pplitics  in  general  should  be  rigidly  tabooed 
during  the  President's  stay.  Ever\’body  found  a wel- 
come to  the  place.  Sturdy  farmers  would  sit  by  the  hour 
and  cltat  familiarly  with  the  old  hero,  there  being  no  rules 
of  eiiquct  laid  down  in  this  hbert\'  hall. 

One  chamber,  on  the  nortlieast  side  of  the  house,  was 
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always  called  Gen.  Washington's  room.  It  was  the 
chamber-room  he  always  occtipied,  when  he  visited  his 
stepson,  i\Ir.  Custis.  Gen.  Hunter  used  to  say  his  reason 
for  not  building  a more  pretentious  house,  with  his  im- 
mense fortime,  was  '‘that  a house  that  was  good  enough  to 
shelter  Wasliington  was  good  enough  for  him." 

Gen.  Hunter's  town  mansion  was  on  the  corner  of  C and 
Third  streets.  This. properly  has  long  been  owned  by  the 
famiW  of  the  Rev.  Julius  Grammer,  of  Baltimore,  and 
leased  for  a boarding  house. 

Gen.  Hunter  willed  Abingdon  to  his  nephew,  Maj. 
Alexander  Hunter,  a man  well  known  in  literary  work. 
He  was  to  come  into  possession  of  the  estate  when  he 
reached  his  majority.  But  before  that  time  came  the 
civil  war  broke  out  and  Abingdon,  like  Arlington,  was 
sold  for  taxes,  the  prospective  owner  being  in  the  Con- 
federate arniy.  Abingdon  was  bought  by  L.  E.  Critten- 
den, then  Register  of  the  Treasury. 

After  the  war,  Alexander  Hunter,  then  21,  sued  for  its  re- 
cover3p  and  emplo^^ed  James  A.  Garfield  as  his  law\^er. 

The  case  was  won  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Gen. 
Garfield  took  as  his  fee  40  acres  of  Abingdon;  and  when 
he  became  a resident  of  the  Yvliite  House  he  was  making 
plans  to  build  upon  liis  land  andiestablish  a handsome 
coimtr\^  home.  His  untimeh"  death  brought  all  these 
plans  to  a close,  and  Abingdon  to-da}^  sits  in  sackcloth 
and  ashes. 

Arlington  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Custis  famil\L 
George  Yv . Parke  CustivS,  when  a lad,  was  present  at  the 
inauguration  of  his  foster  father  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  sa\v  the  oath  administered  b\'  Chan- 
cellor Livingston,  upon  the  balcony  of  Federal  Hall,  in 
New  Y^ork,  1789. 

He  afterwards  heard  this  pledge  of  fidelitj^  to  the  Con- 
stitution from  the  lips  of  every  President,  every  four  }"ears, 
down  to  President  Pierce.  After  his  father  died,  his 
home  was  with  his  sister,  Nellie  Custis,  at  Mount  Vernon. 

This  continued  through  childhood  and  \Tnith,  and 
until  tire  death  of  ids  grandmother  and  the  breaking  up  of 
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the  home  In  1S02,  when  he  commenced  the  erection  of  the 
mansion  at  Arlington.  • 

He  lived  here,  keeping  bachelor's  hall  until,  at  the  age 
of  23,  he  married  i\Iary  Lee  Phtzhugh,  whose  mother  was 
a Randolph. 

The  mansion  occupies  a commanding  view  upon  the 
brow  of  an  elevation  more  than  300  feet  above  tide-water, 
and  about  a half  mile  from  the  shore  of  the  Potomac. 

The  building  is  of  brick,  and  presents  a front  of  140  feet. 
The  portico,  with  its  massive  Doric  columns,  is  60  feet 
front  and  25  deep,  and  was  fashioned  after  the  famous 
temple  of  Thesus  at  Athens. 

From  the  portico  a beautiful  panorama  is  exhibited; 
first,  the  Potomac,  spotted  with  sailboats  and  ships  slowly 
sweeping  down  the  stream;  also,  the  cit\4  beautiful  with  its 
Capitol,  its  monuments,  its  public  buildings,  and  the  un~ 
folding  forests  and  undulating  hills  that  surround  it. 

The  old  mansion  is  surrounded  by  a park  dotted  with 
groves  of  chestnuts,  oaks  and  evergreens,  and  above  them 
all  rise  patriarchal  trees,  bearing  man}"  centennial  honors. 

George  AV.  Parke  Custis  is  well  remembered  by  many 
now  living.  His  portrait,  in  the  Corcoran  Art  Galler}", 
shows  a florid  face,  high,  curling  lip,  somewhat  receding 
forehead,  penetrating  blue  eyes,  a face  that  hints  the  man 
of  the  world,  genial,  gentle,  hospitable.  He  was  a bril- 
iiam  orator,  and  in  Arlington  House  are  frescoes  of  his 
own  painting.  He  thought  he  was  an  artist,  and  made 
an  honorable  effort  to  paint  battle  scenes  representing  the 
acliievements  of  AVashington;  but  all  men  do  not  possess 
the  10  talents. 

At  the.  north  end  of  the  mansion  is  a beautiful  weeping 
willow  that. carries  in  its  graceful  branches  quite  a history. 

In  1775  an  English  officer  came  to  this  country  with  the 
intention  of  making  it  his  home,  never  doubting  but  that 
this  unruly  daughter,  America,  would  be  easily  taught 
a lesson  of  obedience  to  the  King.  AVith  him  he  brought 
a small  twig  of  willow,  carefully  preserved  in  an  oil-silk 
covering.  A few  months  only  did  it  take  to  change  tlie 
officer's  mind,  and,  before  returning  to  England,  he  jne- 
sented  this  twig,  which  he  had  brought  from  Pope’s  vil'a 
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at  Twickenham,  En^rland,  to  Jolm  P.  Custis,  tlien  Wash- 
ington's Aid  at  Cambridge,  who  planted  it  at  Arlington. 

Pope's  willow  came  from  the  East,  and  was  the  parent  of 
all  willows  of  that  species  in  England.  The  willow  at 
Arlington  became  the  parent  of  all  other  trees  of  the  kind 
in  America,  and  even  furnished  shoots  man}"  years  after 
for  English  gardens  where  the  tree  had  become  extinct. 

There  is  a noble  specimen  of  this  tree  on  the  corner  of 
Twenty-second  and  Third  Avenue,  New  Yorlv.  It  was 
a twig  taken  from  the  parent  tree  at  Arlington  by  Gen. 
Gates,  and  planted  there  by  him  when  that  portion  of  • 
I\Ian]iattan  Island  was  his  Rose  Hill  farm. 

In  1803  Mr.  G.  AV.  P.  Custis  inaugurated  an  annual 
convention  for.  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  domestic 
manufactures,  known  throughout  the  country  by  the  title 
of  "Arlington  Sliee]>Shearing."  Col.  David  Humpliries, 
American  r\Iinister  to  Madrid,  had  introduced  into  this 
country  the  tine-wooled  Merino  sheep. 

These  gatherings  were  at  Arlington  Spring,  a large 
fountain  of  living  waters  that  flow  from  beneath  the  shade 
of  a venerable  oak  not  far  from  the  banks  of  the  Potomac. 
There  for  years  the  annual  sheei>shearing  took  place  on 
April  20.  IMany  hundreds  would  assemble  to  witness  the 
ceremonies;  toasts  were  drunk,  speeches  were  made  and 
prizes  given  by  ?\Ir.  Custis  for  the  best  specimen  of  sheep  or 
wool  and  domestic  cloth.  And  here  first  began  the  prize 
offerings  in  this  country  that  are  yearly  witnessed  at  the 
State  fairs.  Under  the ''tent  of  Washington,"  which  is 
now  preserved  in  the  National  ■Museum,  many  of  the 
noblest  men  of  the  land  have  assembled  at  these  festiv- 
als. In  one  of  tlie  speeches  by  IMr.  Custis  in  this  tent, 
he  'made  this  prophetic  statement: 

"iVmerica.  shall  be  great  and  free,  and  minister  to  her 
own  wants  by  the  employment  of  her  own  resources. 
The  citizen  of  my  country  will  proudly  appear  when 
clothed  in  the  product  of  his  native  soil.” 

It  must  be  remembered  that  at  this  time  AVashington's 
signature  to  a high  tariff  bill  tvas  of  so  recent  a date  that 
not  a yard  of  broadcloth  was  manufactured  in  this  country. 
Arlington  S])ring  was  for  man}'  years  a great  resort  for 
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picnic  parties  from  Washington,  Georgetown  and  Alex- 
andria. In  the  long  ago  a military  party,  accompanied 
b\^  their  ladies,  went  over  from  AVashingion  to  the  spring, 
for  a day's  outing.  Air.  Custis  sent  his  favorite  servant, 
Charles,  to  wait  upon  the  company  at  table.  The  salver 
used  w'as  one  of  a tea-service  made  in  New  York  in  1779^ 
of  old  famiW  plate.  AVhen  serving  the  ice  cream  the  waiter 
said: 

'‘Ladies,  this  salver  once  belonged  to  George  Washing- 
ton, and  from  it  all  the  great  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the 
Revolution  took  wine.'' 

The  ladies,  as  if  actuated  b^^  one  impulse,  arose,  and 
each  in  turn  kissed  the  cold  rim  of  the  salver  before  touch- 
ing the  cream.  The  Hon.  John  Custis,  one  of  the 
King's  Council  in  Virginia,  married  a daughter  of  Col. 
Daniel  Parke.  Col.  Custis,  with  his  great  wealth  and 
foreign  education,  w'as  considered  no  despicable  suitor, 
but  he  was  forewarned  that  Iris  intended  bride  had  a will 
and  a temper  of  her  owm,  and  could  well  hold  her  part  in 
a war  of  words.  But  before  marriage,  he  thought  "to 
possess  her  w'ould  be  heaven  enough  for  him." 

The  marriage  seems  to  have  been  a most  unhapp}^  one, 
and,  fortunateW,  after  the  birth  of  two  children,  vcas 
brought  to  a close  hy  her  death  at  Arlington,  on  the  East- 
ern Shore.  The  husband  lived  for  many  years  after,  and 
as  he  could  not  get  even  with  her  in  life  he  commissioned 
his  monument  to  do  him.  service  arid  give  the  last  \vord  to 
the  ear  of  ])osterirv. 

By  a provision  of  his  will,  his  son  and  heir,  Daniel  Parke 
Custis,  the  first  husband  of  i\Iartha  Da.ndridge,  afterward 
IMartha  Wasliington,  was  instructed,  under  penalt}"  of 
disinheritance,  to  have  a monument  erected  at  a cost  of 
500  pounds,  with  the  following  inscription: 

“Under  this  marble  tomb  lies  the  body  of  the  Hon.  John  - 
Custis,  Esq.,  of  the  City  of  Williamsburg  and  Parish  of 
Burton,  formerly  of  Hnngars  Parish  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  \drginia,  and  County  of  Northampton;  aged  71 
years,  and  yet  lived  l)ut  seven  ^rears,  wdiich  w'as  the  space 
of  time  lie  ke]>t  a bachelor's  home  at  Arlington  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia."  ■ 
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On  the  opposite  side  is:  "This  inscription  put  upon  his 
tomb  was  by  his  own  positive  orders.”  This  tomb  is  still 
in  existence.  • ' ' 

It  was  John  Custis  who  gave  the  name  of  Arlington  to 
these  estates.  Beautiful  Nellie  Custis  married  Wash- 
iiigton's  favorite  nephew,  Lawrence  Lewis.  She  was  a 
young  lad3^  of  extensive  information,  brilliant  wit  and 
boundless  generosity.  She  died  in  Clarke  County,  Va., 
in  1852,  at  the  age  of  74. 

kla}^  Randolph  Custis,  the  only  child  of  George  W. 
Parke  Custis  who  survived  the  period  of  infancy,  and 
Robert  Lee,  when  children,  played  together  under  the 
forest  shade  and  over  the  lawns  of  beautiful  Arlington. 
Robert  was  the  son  of  Gov.  Llenry  Lee,  the  friend  of  W'ash- 
ington,  and  the  first  to  utter  the  immortal  lines:  "First 
in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  tlie  hearts  of  his  country- 
men. ” 

In  1832  Robert  Lee  and  I\Iay  Custis  were  married.  Ai 
the  death  of  Gen.  Custis,  Arlington  became  the  property 
of  Mrs.  Lee.  In  1861  the  occupants  walked  out  of  it. 
The  Washington  relics,  which  tliey  left  behind  in  the 
thought  that  the  war  would  soon  blow  over,  were  all  con- 
fiscated, and  are  now  in  the  National  i\Iuseum. 

To-day  the  old  mansion  returns  but  echoes  of  precious 
memories;  barren  are  its  wails,  and  forsaken  its  portals, 
but  the  spirit  of  AVashington  still  hovers  over  the  place, 
and  from  the  old  flag  floats  the  pure  gospel  of  Union  and 
Libert}^ 

AAdien  in  the  softer  air  of  bright  A lay  mornings,  soldiers' 
orphans  lay  their  flowers  on  10,000  soldiers'  graves,  it 
not  only  tells  how  clear  todhe  Nation  is  the  dust  of  these 
brave  men,  but  shows  a deeper  reverence  for  the  sacrifice 
made  that  the  Nation  might  live  and  that  Washington 
did  not  live  in  vain. 

The  eye  of  the  great  chieftain  is  resting  upon  our  be- 
loved country",  and  eveiy’  headstone  in  Arlington  tells  liim 
that  in  the  hour  of  clanger,  Americans  will  venerate  and 
maintain  the  laws  and  give  tlieir  lives  for  the  liberty  and 
union  of  their  counliy^  and  the  great  domain  beyond  the 
Potomac  he  secs  redeemed. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

ALEXANDRIA— -BRADDOCK’S  ROCK— OBSERVATORY 
• ' HILL. 

THE  OLD  BRADDOCK  HOUSE— AX  HISTORICAL  COLR^CIL— RICHARD 
HENRX'  LEE — BRADDOCK’S  CONTEAIPT  FOR  PROVIXCLALS. 
UXDERGROUXD  CAUSEWAY— BRADDOCK’S  ROCK— HOME  OF 
JOHX  LUCAS— HOUSE  BUILT  BY  CHARLES  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 
OBSERA'ATORY  HILL— INDIAN  BURXTNG  GROUND — JOHN  POT.- 
LOCK — “CA:MP  HILL” — LORENZD  DOW— CHARACTERISTIC  ANEC- 
DOTE—ST.  ANN'S  INFANT  ASX’LLIM— COL'NT  CHARLES  DE 
MONTHOLON— RESIDENCE  OF  HENRY  STEPHEN  FOX— GEN. 
JOHN  MASON. 

Early  in  1755  Gen.  Braddock  landed  in  Alexandria 
with  2,000  English  Regulars,  and,  on  the  14th  of  that 
month,  met  the  Governors  of  the  Colonies  in  what  is 
known,  to-day,  as  the  old  Braddock  House.  The  room 
is  now  exhibited  to  visitors  where  this  council  was  held, 
and  where  the  decision  was  made  that  Gen.  Braddock  was 
to  lead  the  main  army  against  Fort  Duquesne. 

It  was  during  Braddock’s  stay  here  that  Richard  Heniy^ 
Lee  (a  ^mung  man  of  23  3"ears)  raised  a companx^  of 
volunteers  in  Westmoreland,  was  chosen  Captain,  and 
marched  to  Alexandria  to  offer  his  services  to  Gen.  Brad- 
dock. The  General,  however,  declined  the  offer  with  an 
ill-concealed  expression  of  contempt  for  "provincials.” 
Capt.  Lee,  with  his  men,  marched  home  again. 

The  battle  of  Fort  Duquesne  had  not  then  been  fought, 
and  Lieut.  Wa-shington  had  not  been  called  upon  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  English  Regulars  with  the  Vir- 
ginian "provincials” — that  was  a little  later  on. 

In  the  latter  part  of  April  the  British  General  was  ready 
for  the  forward  march.  Washington  was  one  of  his 
Aids-de-Camp. 

At  this  time  the  Potomac  RAer  ran  ver\"  near  the*  old 
Braddock  House;  so  near  that  an  underground  cause- 
way  had  been  cut  from  the  cellar  under  the  hotel  to  the 
river.  The  horses  for  this  expedition  had  been  secreth' 
hidden  away  in  this  cellar — the  stalls  can  be  seen  there 
to-day.  From  ' this  hiding-place  the\’  were  taken 
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ALEXANDRIA— BEABDOCK'S  KOCX. 

through  the  causeway  and  placed  upon  barges.  The 
troops  also  embarked. 

These  barges  sailed  up  the  Potomac  until  the}"  came 
nearly  opposite  to  what  is  now -the  foot  of  25th  street. 
Between  24th  and  25tli  streets  stands  a great  rock,  or 
bowlder,  at  the  time  reaching  out  into  water  12  or  14 
feet  deep.  It  is  known  as  Braddock's  Rock,  or  Big  Rock, 
and  stands  out  like  a great  square  buttress.  The  barges 
touched  at  this  rock  and  upon  it  the  troops  were  landed. 

The  filling  up  of  the  Potomac  flats  has  taken  the  river 
a long  distance  from  this  historic  old  rock;  but  there  it  is, 
a monument  to  the  changes  a hundred  and  fifty  years 
have  vTOught.  • , 

The  army  crossed  over  the  western  end  of  the  "First 
AVard,”  and  followed  a mere  trail  out  to  wHere  19th  street 
strikes  the  boundary. 

This  was  more  than  half  a century  before  a steam- 
ship plowed  the  waters  of  the  Potomac;  and  three- 
quarters  of  a century  before  relays  of  horses  drew  the  cars 
over  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad  from  AVashington  to 
Baltimore  and  its  western  branch. 

Gen.  Braddock's  march,  after  he  left  the  "stepping 
stone”  of  the  Potomac,  was  a weary  one  over  the  moun- 
tains, fording  rivers,  through  bogs  and  mire;  AA’ashington 
even  gave  up  his  horses  in  his  anxiety  to  help  on  the 
baggage  trains. 

How' little  did  AA^ashington  dream  that  the  future  would 
bring  him  back  to  fhe  spot  where  Braddock  landed,  or 
that  he  would  there  establish  the  Nation's  Capital,  bear- 
ing his  name! 

A little  to  the  east  of  the  rock  above  mentioned  stood 
the  humble  home  of  John  Lucas,  whose  father,  Ignatius 
Lucas,  introduced  the  immense  pivoted '‘"ducking-gun” 
upon  the  Potomac,  which  was  imported  from  England.  = 

One  pleasant  .Autumnal  morning  we  strolled  over  this 
historic  ground  and  found  the  pleasant-faced,  intelligent 
wife  of  the  present  owner  ready  to  tell  us  all  she  knew  of 
the  early  history  of  the  place. 

The  house  was  at  first  built  on  a ’^'squatter's  lot.”  This 
came  exactly  in  the  middle  of  a street.  Anotber  lot  was 
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purchased  from  the  Commiswsioners  and  the  house  was 
moved  to  it.  . . 

Among  numerous  pieces  of  antique  furniture  which  had 
been  brought  from  England  we  noted  claw-feet  tables, 
sideboards,  antique  mirrors,  and  a swiss  clock.  The 
latter,  three  feet  wide  and  massive  in  build,  had  barely 
room  to  stand  beneath  th.e  ceiling,  and  had  a mechanical 
construction  by  which  eight  tunes  were  played  and  which 
brought  figures  with  trombone  and  fife  to  the  front. 
-All  these  were  reminders  of  days  gone  by,  each  a golden 
link  in  the  chain  of  memoiy  that  united  the  past  and 
the  present.  Though  the  heart  of  many  an  antiquarian 
of  to-day  would  be  gladdened  b}"  their  possession,  the 
most  fabulous  price  offered  for  them  had  no  value  in  com- 
parison vdth  the  associations  connected  with  them. 

Upon  a little  side  veranda  stood  the  veritable  "duck- 
ing-gun,” with  the  old  flint-lock.  This  gun  was  fulA  12 
feet  long.  The  sweet-faced  woman  within  told  us  that 
her  mother  said  she  had  known  Mr.  Lucas  often  to  take 
that  gun  and  a skiff,  and  before  breakfast  bring  in  a 
vskiff  full  of  ducks;  "but,”  she  added  mournfully,  "the 
noise  of  city  and  river  improvements  is  hard  on  ducks.” 

In  the  rear  of  this  old  place,  and  overlooking  it,  was 
the  house  originally  built  by  the  late  Charles  W.  Golds- 
borough,  formerly  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Na\y  Department, 
and  father  of  the  late  Rear-Admiral  Louis  M.  Golds- 
borough,  who  married  a daughter  of  the  celebrated  Wil- 
liam i\L  AVirt.  The  house  referred  to  stood  upon  a pla- 
teau, now  Observatory  Hill.  In  the  days  when  it  was 
built  it  was  beautifully  located,  and  was  elegantly  fm- 
ishecf  and  furnished. 

Ascending  ia  an  easterly  direction  from  the  Golds- 
borough  house,  yon  reach  the  top  of  Observatory  Hill. 
From  the  War  of  1812  this  hill  was  known  as  "Camp  Hill.” 
Upon  the  level  of  the  summit  there  was  a very  old  ceme- 
tepv,  originall}'  an  Indian  bur^dng-ground.  An  old 
resident  told  us  that  when  a child  he  was  fond  of  culling 
wild  flowers  on  the  brow  of  this  lull,  and  often  with  otfier 
children  would  play  liide-and-seck  in  the  grassy  hollows 
of  the  sunken  giaves. 
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Rough,  moss-covered  bowlders  marked  the  heads  of 
the  graves,  and  a few  freestone  slabs  were  scattered 
about.  "Their  names,  their  3'ears  spelled  hj  the  unlet- 
tered muse,  the  place  of  fame  and  eulogy  supply." 

There  was  one  complete  stone  of  more  recent  date,  and, 
perhaps,  the  grave  of  the  last  person  buried  there.  It 
was  there  in  1817,  and  inscribed  to  Jolin  Pollock,  an 
•Englishman.  He  built  the  two  brick  houses  known  as  the 
^'Round  Tops,"  square,  two  stories  high,  with  pyramidal 
roofs,  close  together,  on  the  northwest  side  of  Washington 
Circle.  - * •- 

These  were  constructed  for  the  porter^s  lodge  of  an 
intended  palace,  that  was  to  have  been  built  on  24th 
street,  between  Pennsylvania  avenue  and  L street.  The 
groimds  were  to  occupy  the  whole  square.  i\Ir.  Pollock 
had  predicated  all  his  schemes  upon  obtaining  an  im- 
mense fortmie  from  England,  which  never  came.  He 
sickened  and  died,  and  iris  property  was  sold  for  his 
debts.  When  the  foundation  for  the  Observatory  was  laid, 
his  bones  were  scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven. 

As  Observatory  Hill  has  rmdergone  many  changes  in 
title,  it  may  be  interesting  to  the  reader  to  note  some  of 
the  man3'  legends  that  gave  rise  to  its  different  names. 
Tradition  says  that  on  the  top  of  this  hill  stood  the  ro^’al 
wigwam  of  the  Indian  chief  who  called  the  braves  to- 
gether in  council,  and  here  they  smoked  the  peace-breath- 
ing calumet.  Here  was  the  grand  council-house  and 
cemeter^q  hence  the  name  of  Grave-Yard  Hill. 

Dr.'  Bruff,  the  first  practitioner  of  dentistr^^  in  the  Fed- 
eral metropolis,  in  the  year  1810  built  upon  the  south- 
west side,  near  the  River,  a lofu’  wooden  tower,  upon  the 
top  of  which  he  placed  a windmill,  which  he  had  invented 
and  patented,  calling  it  "horizontal  windmill." 

Thus  the  hill  adjoining  was  known  as  "Windmill 
HiU"  until  the  jes.r  1S14,  when  the  District  militia  had  a 
practice  and  drill  camp  there,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Thomas  L,  ]\IcKenn\',  which  changed  the  name  to  "Camp 
Hill.”  This  contirmcd  to  be  its  name  until  it  was  christen- 
ed Observatory  Hill. 

From  about  22d  street,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
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Avenue,  there  was  an  elevated  causeway,  extending  west- 
ward and  around  to  the  M street  bridge.  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  then  a mere  road,  and  impassable  for  pedestrians 
in  wet  weather,  came  down  to  the  roadway. 

. The  ground  began  to  rise  from  about  23d  street,  and 
gradually  rose  to  a considerable  hill  above,  and  inclined 
westerly  to  Rock  Creek. 

It  was  cut  down  sufiiciently  where  26th  street  now  runs 
for  a roadwa3"  along  the  cliff  to  the  bridge.  i\Iidwa\' be- 
tween the  Alullet  estate  and  the  turn  of  the  road  westerly 
there  was  a depression,  which  was  covered  b3^  a cedar 
grove  and  large  and  aged  locust  trees. 

This  was  the  resort  of  the  itinerant  preachers,  partic- 
ularl3’^  the  celebrated  and  eccentric  Lorenzo  Dow.  On 
one  occasion  Lorenzo  Dow  found  that  among  his  audi- 
tors were  some  who  came  for  an\''  and  ever3"  purpose  ex- 
cept worship.  Being  contintiall3^  anno3^ed  hy  these 
people  coming  in  and  going  out,  preparator3^  to  his  dis- 
course, he  thus  addressed  them: 

friends  and  hearers!  On  occasions  like  the  pres- 
ent I have  alwa3^s  found  three  classes  of  people  as- 
sembled. The  Lrst  are  the  truh-  pioirs,  the  second  those 
who  seek  to  become  so,  the  third  depraved  vagabonds 
who  prefer  damnation  to  salvation.  I earnestly  request 
all  of  this  last  class  who  ma3^  be  here  now  to  withdraw 
before  I commence  the  exercises.” 

It  is  needless  to  sa3^  no  one  left,  and  the  parson,  for 
once,  at  least,  had  an  attentive  and  silent  audience. 

On  the  southwest  corner  of  24th  and  K streets  stands  a 
mansion  that  was  once  noted  for  the  elegant  reiinement 
and  hospitality  that  characterized  the  distinguished 
personages  that  occupied  it.  Gen.  Charles  Gratiot, 
Chief  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Arnn^, 
while  holding  that  position  resided  there.  This  was  prior 
to  1838. 

Gen.  Gratiot’s  name  was,  for  a time,  under  a cloud,  as  he 
hi  ad  been  dismissed  from  the  service  b3"  the  President, 
iMartin  Van  Buren,  for  alleged  misdemeanors  in  office. 
He  petitioned  Congress  for  a liearing  and  trial  b\^  court- 
martial  It  was  referred  to  the  .Judiciary  Commiuce; 
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and,  ’unjustly,  the  case  wrs  never  reojx^ned.  For  many 
3^ears  he  held  a clerkship  in  the  Land  Office.  He  re- 
turned to  St.  Louis  in  1855,  and  died  soon  after  in  desti- 
tute circumstances. 

i\Ir.  Gratiot  married  a l\Iiss  Chouteau,  of  St.  Louis, 
the  'daughter  of  a distinguished  French  family. 
His  daugjiter  married  Count  Charles  de  Alontholon,  an 
attache  of  the  French  Legation  in  1836,  who  returned 
here  in  1856  as  -Minister  from  France.  He  was  the  son 
of  Count  de  Alontholon,  who  was  a distinguished  French 
" officer  attached  to  the  personal  staff  of  Napoleon,  and  acted 
as  his  Aid-de-Camp  during  the  '‘Hundred  Da3^s.” 

He  followed  Napoleon  into  exile  at  St.  Helena,  and 
at  the  Emperor  ’s  death  was  appointed  one  of  his  executors. 
He  was  also  a warm  adherent  of  the  Prince  Napoleon, 
afterwards  Napoleon  111.  He  was  imprisoned  with 
him  at  Ham;  but  was  afterwards  pardoned,  became  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Assembh^  and  died  in  1853. 

This  house,  in  1834,  was  rented  to  Hon.  Henry 
Stephen  Fox,  Minister  from  Great  Britain.  During  his 
occupanc\"  of  the  house  it  was  the  scene  of  manj^  brilliant 
entertainments.  Just  previous  to  the  war  it  was  oc- 
cupied by  Gen.  John  l^Iason,  a brother  of  Senator  IMason, 
of  jMason  and  Slidell  fame.  Gen.  Alason  married  ?iliss 
klacomb,  a daughter  of  Gen.  Alexander  Macomb,  the 
former  - Commander  of  the  United  States  Armjx  The 
building  has  been  enlarged  and  remodeled  until  it  pre- 
sents'very  little  of  its  former  appearance. 
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CHAPTER  XXIL 

THE  DIPLOMATIC  CORPS  AND  HOMES  OF  FOREIGN 
LEGATIONS.  . 

THE  DIPLOMATIC  CORPS— CLSTOiMS  OF  XATIOXS— QL^ESTIOKS  OF 
DIPL0:MACY— FREXCH  KOXOR  TO  Y'ASHIXGTOX— A GLAXCH 
AT  DIPLOMATIC  SOCIAL  HISTORY— THE  DIPLOMATIC  CORPS 
IX  SOCIETY— MIXTSTER  GEXET  AXD  YHIY  HE  MAS  RECALLED. 
THE  RESIDEXCES  OF  FOREIG  X LEGATIOXS — THE  CZAR’S  REPRE- 
SEXTATIYE  IX  MASHIXGTOX — THE  MAGXIFICEXT  GERMAX 
E:MBASSY— THE  HOSPITABLE  ROMEROS— JAPAXESE  IN  THE 
SOCIAL  WORLD. 

The  residences  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps  are  among 
the  finest  in  the  city.  A few  words  as  to  the  personnel 
of  the  Corps.  It  consists  of  Envo\\s  Extraordinar}’  and 
iMinisters  Plenipotentiarj",  ]\Iinisters  Resident,  Charges 
d'  Affairs,  First  Secretaries,  General  Secretaries,  Coun- 
sellors, Chancellors,  J\lilitar3^  attaches,  hiaval  attaches. 
Diplomatic  attaches,  translators  and  'interpreters  of 
Legations. 

Ambassador  is  a term  applied  to  the  highest  class  of 
Diplomatic  representatives. 

For  a centurj^  the  Sovereign  of  England  sent  xAmbassa- 
dors  only  to  countries  to  represent  one  potentate  to  an- 
other, while  iMinisters  and  Envo\LS  were  sent  to . rep- 
resent the  state  and  not  the  potentate. 

The  Queen  of  England,  for  instance,  sent  Ambassadors  ' 
to  Sovereigns,  and  as  the  United  States,  and  not  the  Presi- 
dent, is  alwa3"s  represented  b^^  its  diplomats,  onh^ 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary^  were  sent  here.  But  to-day, 
through  some  changes  of  diplomatic  courtesy^,  ambas- 
sadors are  excha*nged  with  tjie  following  countries:  Great 
Britain,  Italy^  Germany',  France,  Russia,  and  IMexico. 

Ambassadors  Extraordinary'  are  sent  on  special  mis- 
sions, and  occupy'  more  exalted  positions  than  Ambassa- 
dors Resident.  It  is  the  custom  of  nations  to  appoint 
and  exchange  Diplomatic  agents  of  equal  grade. 
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The  date  of  the  Diplomat's  credentials  regulates  the 
order  of  individual  precedence  at  Washington.  The 
senior,  under  these  regulations,  is  known  as  the  Dean, 
or  Do3’en,  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps.  Upon  all  ofiicial 
or  ceremonial  occasions  the  Dean  is  the  leader  of  the 
brilliant  arra\"  and  jwesents  his  colleagues. 

It  is  customar\^  for  the  President  to  entertain  the  chief 
members  and  ladies  of  the  Corps  at  a reception  and  at  a 
State  dinner  once  during  the  season.  This  is  in  rec- 
ognition of  the  Sovereigns  the\"  represent,  and  not  to 
the  Ministers  personalh^ 

All  questions  of  diplomac}^  must  first  go  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Count  i\Ioustier,  the  French  iUinister, 
put  forward  the  claim  of  personal  intercourse  with  the 
President,  but  AVashington  was  inexorable,  and  all  cor- 
respondence was  conducted  through  the  usual  channel, 
the  chief  of  foreign  affairs. 

In  the  early  da^^s  of  the  Republic  the  foreign  Diplo- 
mats exerted  a wonderful  influence  in  shaping  public 
affairs.  It  was  of  much  more  importance  that  our  foreign 
policy  be  looked  after  than  the  domestic.  AVithin  three 
months  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  pro- 
mulgated, negotiations  commenced  for  recognition  of  the 
American  Colonies. 

France  being  an  all}’,  there  was  appointed  a Diplo- 
matic agent  before  the  close  of  the  war.  AAuth  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Government  in  1789,  the  Alarquis 
de  Moustier,  French  Alinister,  gave  a grand  ball  in  honor 
of  President  AAnshington's  Inauguration.  AA'hen  Martha 
AA'ashington  arrived  at  the  Capital,  then  New  York, 
the  French,  Spanish,  and  Dutch  Alinisters  were  guests 
at  the  State  dinner. . 

During  the  French  Revolution,  when  the  old  regime 
was  relegated  to  the  past,  Genet  was  sent  here  as  Alinis- 
ter.  ’He  arrived  in  Charleston  in  April,  1790-  He  had  a 
triumphant  reception  in  Philadelphia,  Ala}^  20.  No 
sooner  had  he  arrived  than  he  began  the  formation  of 
clubs  in  imitation  of  the  Jacobin  clubs  of  Paris.  The 
bust  of  Louis  XYL,  in  the  vestibule  of  the  President’s 
House,  gave  him  great  concern;  and  because  America 


iO  HLSTOPJC  HOMES  IN  ^\’ASHIXGTO::T. 

did  not  embark  in  the  cause  of  France  against  England, 
in  contradiction  to  Washington's  neutral  proclamation, 
he  bitteiW  denounced  the  American  Government  for 
want  of  s^mipathy  toward  the  French  Republic. 

In  consequence  of  many  imprudent  things  which  he  did, 
Washington  demanded  and  obtained  his  recall.  Genet 
did  not  return  to  France,  but  settled  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  became  an  American  citizen,  and  married  Cornelia 
Tappan  Clinton,  daughter  of  Governor  Clinton,  of  New 
York. 

When  ]Mr.  ."Monroe  was  President  an  issue  arose  be- 
tween him  and  the  French  Minister  regarding  an  in- 
vitation given  b}^  M.  Hyde  de  Neuville  to  his  Excellency 
to  attend  a grand  fete  in  honor  of  the  evacuation  of  France 
by  the  allied  troops.  It  became  a subject  of  Diplomatic 
negotiations. 

The  President  and  iMrs.  Monroe  declined  the  invita- 
tion, not  wishing  to  do  anything  in  contradiction  of 
. former  rule  of  precedence.  No  President  in  the  past 
had  visited  the  house  of  a foreign  Minister.  The  Presi- 
dent, through  Secretary  Adams,  informed  the  ^Minister 
. that  he  would  request  Iris  daughter,  iMrs.  Hay,  to  be 
present. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  a social  war.  The  Diplo- 
matic ladies  had  not  first  called  on  Mrs.  Hay,  she  not 
being  a member  of  the  President's  household;  therefore, 
she  sent  word  to  the  Minister  that  she  would  be  jiresent 
as  the  daughter  of  James  Monroe,  and  not  as  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  left  the 
position  of  the  ladies  the  same  as  before  the  ball. 

The  terms  were  accepted,  but  social  relations  ended 
beRveen  Mrs.  Hay  and  the  ladies  of  the  Diplomatic 
Corps.  When  President  iMonroe's  youngest  daughter 
was  married  to  Samuel  Lawrence,  Governor  of  New 
York — which  was  the  first  wedding  in  the  White  House 
—the  foreign  ^Ministers  were  uncertain  what  eiiquet 
exacted  of  them. 

The  Russian  Minister,  Politca,  called  on  Mrs.  Adams 
for  instructions.  She  approached  Mrs.  Hay  for  her 
views.  The  latter,  although  a daughter  of  tlie  Presi- 
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dent,  yet  not  a member  of  the  Executive  family,  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  dictating  the  etiquet  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. As  she  did  not  visit  the  houses  of  foreign  Alinis- 
ters,  she  decided  that  her  sister  could  not  receive  visits 
which  she,  i\Irs.  Iday,  cotild  not  reciprocate. 

Thus  one  woman  seemed  powerful  enough  to  wage 
a war  that  was  as  complete  in  cutting  off  all  intercourse 
with  the  Diplomatic  Corps  as* an  embargo  is  in  closing 
ports  in  time  of  rebellion. 

Thomas  Jefferson,  when  President,  was  quite  success- 
ful in  bringing  on  an  irrepressible  conflict  with  the  Eng- 
lish jMinister,  i\lr.  Anthony  IMerry.  At  a State  dinner 
the  President  was  conversing  with  Mrs.  IMadison,  wife 
of  the  Secretar\^  of  State,  who  was  presiding  lad\q  as 
she  often  was  in  the  absence  of  iMrs.  Randolph.  He 
escorted  her  to  the  dining-room  in  place  of  Mrs.  IMerry, 
who  was  the  most  distinguished  invited  guest. 

The  r^Iinister  felt  deeply  insulted,  and  at  once  sent  his. 
grievance  to  liis  Government.  Secretary  IMadison  com- 
municated with  our  ^Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James, 
placing  the  facts  at  his  disposal.  Alinister  IMonroe  was 
delighted;  for  onH  a short  time  before  an  under-Secre- 
tary  of  the  English  Government  had  been  assigned  the 
precedence  over  ^Irs.  i\Ionroe. 

A war  between  the  nations  was  averted  by  a word 
in  time;  but  Airs.  Alerry  never  again  passed  the  portals 
of  the  White  House,  and  the  Ahnister  onh'  when  business 
called  him.  And  Tom  Aloore,  who  was  in  Washington, 
took  up  the  quarrel  and  cried  "me  too,”  and  went  off 
and  wrote  poetry  about  America. 

The  members  of  the  different  Legations  contribute 
largely  to  the  social  enjoyment  of  Washington,  and 
mam-  of  the  most  brilliant  entertainments  ever  given 
have  been  by  the  Diplomatic  Corps. 

Through  all  the  years  that  make  up  the  past  century 
there  have  been  ver\"  few  interruptions  to  this  social  good 
feeling,  and  very  few  occasions  have  been  given  to  merit 
a demand  for  a recall  of  a Diplomatic  representative. 

The  first  was  Alinister  Genet,  of  France,  in  1793,  for 
reasons  already  given.  During  President  Jefferson's 
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second  term  a difference  arose  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  on  the  boundary  question.  jMarquis 
d'  Yrujo,  Alinistcr  Resident  of  Spain,  was  accused  of 
bribing  a Federal  newspai)er  to  support  Spainsh  in- 
terests. 

This  brought  fortli  the  bill  of  John  Quincy  Adams 
in  the  Senate,  ‘'To  protect  the  abuse  of  privileges  of 
foreign  ^Ministers."  Minister  d'  Yrujo's  recall  was  asked, 
and  complied  with.  Had  Spain  turned  a deaf  ear  to. 
the  request,  the  bill  would  have  passed.  This  was  in  the 
year  1807. 

Jackson,  of  Great  Britain,  was  recalled  in  1809.  He 
succeeded  Erskine,  but  soon  became  involved  in  a quarrel 
with  the  Secretary  of  State.  His  communications  were 
indecorous  and  insolent,  and  the  President  directed  the 
Secretary  to  receive  no  further  communications  from 
him,  and  soon  asked  for  his  recall. 

This  was  complied  with,  but  no  censure  rested  upon 
the  Envoy  by  his  G overnni ent,  neither  was  another  sent 
in  his  place  until  after  the  treaH^  of  peace  vras  signed. 

Poussin,  of  France,  was  recalled  in  1849,  when  Zach- 
ary Ta}dor  was  President.  i\Ir.  Crampton,  of  Great 
Britain,  was  handed  his  passports  in  1856;  and  inter- 
course with  Russia  v*as  suspended  in  1871  when  i\Ir. 
Catacazy  was  recalled.  The  last  was  the  recall  of  Alin- 

ister  West  at  the  instigation  of  President  Cleveland. 

^ 

The  homes  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  Legations 
are  the  British,  the  Russian,  the  ^lexican  and  the 
Chinese. 

The  British  Legation  residence  is  one  of  the  finest, 
and  was  built  during  the  time  when  Sir  Edward  Thornton 
was  England’s  i\linister  here,  at  a cost  of  $125,000.  It 
stands  on  the  corner  of  Connecticut  avenue  and  N street, 
and  was  almost  the  first  house  of  am^  pretension  built 
in  what  is  now  known  as  the  West  End. 

The  ground  was  purchased  at  a small  figure,  not  a 
tithe  of  what  it  is  worth  to-day.  The  house  is  a large, 
commodious  brick  structure,  and  with  its  substantial 
stable,  outbiuldings  and  garden,  occupies  nearly  a square. 
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AVhen  it  was  commenced  it  was  set  down  in  a bairen 
waste,  but  to-day  it  is  in  the  center  of  the  fashionable 
residences  of  AVashington. 

Shade  trees  stretch  their  protective  branches  over 
the  building  and  the  English  ivy  spreads  a green  mantle 
over  the  somber  walls.  The  house  stands  far  enough 
back  from  the  street  to  give  an  air  of  seclusion  to  the 
place;  the  grounds  are  inclosed  b\^  an  iron  fence,  and 
a porte  cochere,  over  which  is  placed  the  British  coat- 
of-arms,  is  a prominent  feature. 

The  front  door. is  approached  by  asphalt  walks,  and 
another  leads  to  a side  door  on  the  rear  of  the  house, 
where  the  offices  of  the  Legation  are  situated.  Two  or 
three  small,  stuffy  rooms  in  a corner  are  given  to  official 
matters;  the  rest  of  the  house  is  the  i\Iinister's  private 
residence.  None  but  his  personal  friends  can  hope  to 
enter  behind  the  ''massive  handle  of  the  ‘big  front  door;” 
a letter  may  reach  him,  a card  never. 

If,  by  a stroke  of  good  luck,  \’'ou  should  obtain  the 
open  sesame  to  this  grand  home,  you  would  hud  a spacious 
hall  from  which  rises  a heav^'  oaken  staircase.  Upon 
the  first  landing  is  a magnificent  portrait  of  Queen 
Victoria.  It  is  the  picture  of  a beautiful  girl  of  l8  in 
coronation  robes.  All  of  the  British  Legations  of  the 
world  have,  as  a part  of  the  furniture,  a picture  of  the 
Queen,  wdiich  is  supplied  by  the  British  Government. 

The  house,  one  of  the  largest  in  AAffishington,  is  lux- 
uriously furnished,  and  in  it  as  many  can  be  comfort- 
abh"  entertained  as  at  the  Executive  Mansion. 

The  British  iMinisters  to  the  United  States,  for  many 
years,  have  been  almost  invariably  bachelors  or  widowers. 
Sir  Charles  Vaughan,  who  was  the  Minister  when  Jack- 
son  was  President,  lived  in  the  old  Decatur  mansion, 
which  is  now  the  residence  of  Gen.  Beale.  Sir  Charles 
was  a.  beau  in  general  of  the  olden  shde;  -he  was  courtly 
in  manner,  ceremonious  in  detail;  he  gave  numerous 
entertainments,  chiefly  breakfasts,  to  the  belles  of  the 
time,  always  inviting  married  ladies  for  chaperons. 

Lie  was  succeeded  by  Minister  IMx,  who  was  njore  dis- 
tinguished, perhaps,  than  any  other  as  being  the  home- 
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liest  man  in  Washington.  He  lived  in  the  house  once 
owned  by  John  ]^Iason,  now  the  Infant  Asylum,  on  Penn- 
sylvania avenue,  near  Washington  Circle.  He  was 
passionateH  fond  of  games.  It  is  said  that  he  often 
pla3^ed  vith  Henrj^  Cla}",  Daniel  Webster,  John  M,  Clac- 
ton and  James  Buchanan,  and  the  amount  of  mone\^ 
won  and  lost  was  astounding. 

Mr.  Fox  was  followed  by  i\Ir.  Pakenham,  who  lived  in 
the  Corcoran  house.  He  was  considered  a cautious  diplo- 
mat, looking  well  after  England's  interests.  He  en- 
tertained ro\^all\',  and  man\"  a splendid  dinner  showed 
the  Italian  hand  of  the  cautious  diplomat  in  the  social 
menu. 

At  the  time  Sir  Philip  Crampton  was  British  Alinis- 
ter.  Lord  Elgin  arrived  in  Washington  to  ratif\"  the 
Reciprocit\^  Treat^^  with  Canada.  His  secretar\^  was 
Lawrence  Oliphant,  in  whose  diar}'  we  find  some  inter- 
esting matter  that  makes  rather  lively  reading.  He 
sa3^s: 

"We  arrived  in  Washington  on  the  da^^  which  was 
pregnant  with  fate  to  the  destinies  of  the  Republic. 
The  same  night  the  celebrated  Nebraska  bill  was  passed 
in  Congress,  the  effect  of 'which  was  to  open  an  extensive 
territor\^  to  slaverj”,  the  solution  of  which  was  to  culmi- 
nate seven  years  after  in  the  civil  war. 

"A  few  nights  later,  at  a dinner  given  in  Lord  Elgin's 
name,  by  a prominent  member  of  Congress,  who  has 
since  filled  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  I met  Senator 
Toombs.  It  was  a grand  banquet,  at  which  all  the 
guests  were  men,  with  the  exception  of  the  wife  of  our 
host;  he,  himself,  was  a Whig,  and  the  situation,  politi- 
cally, was  freel^^  discussed. 

“'Senator  Toombs,  a large,  splendidH-developed  speci- 
men of  manhood,  had  a tendency  to  orate  rather  than 
converse  in  society.  He  wailed  for  a pause  and  then 
addressed  Lord  Elgin  thus: 

“ Wes,  m^^  Lord,  we  are  about  to  relume  the  torch  of 
liberty  upon  the  altar  of  slaver^’.' 

"Upon  wliich  our  Iiostess,  with  a winning  smile,  and 
in  the  most  silvery  accents  imaginable/  said: 
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""  'Oh,  I am  so  glad  to  hear  you  say  that  again,  Senator, 
for  I told  my  husband  that  \^ou  had  made  use  of  exactly 
the  same  expression  to  me  yesterda,y,  and  he  said  you 
would  not  have  talked  such  nonsense  to  anybod\'  but  a 
woman. ' 

"The  shout  of  laughter  which  greeted  this  salh'  abashed 
even  the  worthy  Senator.” 

. Later  on  he  says:  “I  am  ‘getting  perfectly  stunned 

with  harangues  upon  political  questions.  I don't  under- 
stand or  comprehend  tlie  nomenclature  of  each,  AVhigs, 
Democrats,  Hardshells,  Softshells,  Free  Soilers,  and  Dis- 
unionists,  to  say  nothing  of  Filibusters,  Polhnvogs, 
and  a host  more  of  nicknames. 

''There  are  some  interesting  men  here.  Col.  Fremont, 
a spare,  wiry  man  with  a keen  gray  eye  and  a face  ex- 
pressing great  determination,  a!id  Col.  Benton,  who 
is  writing  a great  work,  and  is  quite  a.  fine  man. 

"After  we  had  received  the  liospitality  of  Washington 
about  10  days.  Lord  Elgin  announced  to  klr.  i\Iarcy, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  that  if  the  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  adhere  to  their  promi.^'e  to  conclude  a treah" 
of  reciprociU'  with  Ca^iacla,  he  could  assure  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  would  find  a majority  of  the  Senate  in  its 
favor,  including  several  proTudnent  Democrats. 

"A‘ thorny  qu-estion  was  intimateA  as.sociated  with 
the  discussion  of  the  treaty,  wliich  was  settled  b}^  it  for 
the  time,  and  this  was  the  que.stion  of  the  fisheries  off 
the  coast  of  British  ?\orth  America  claimed  by  the  Ameri- 
can fishermen. 

"Meantime,  to  my  inex])ericiiced  mind,  no  progress 
was  being  made  in  our  mission.  Lord  Elgin  had  an- 
nounced its  object,  on  his  arrival,  to  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  State,  and  had  been  informed  by  them  that 
it  was  quite  hopeless  to  think  any  such  treaty  could  be 
carried  through  with  the  opposition  which  existed 
toward  it  on  tlie  part  of  the  Democrats,  who  had  a major- 
ity in  the  Senate,  vrithout  the  ratification  of  which  no 
treaty  could  he  concluded.  His  Lordship  was  farther 
assured,  however,  that  if  he  could  overcome  this  0})pcsi- 
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tion  he  would  find  no  diliiciilt}’  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment;" 

Pursue  the  dlaiy  a Kttle  further,  and  we  see  unfolded 
tlie  golden  way  into  the  secret  service  of  diplomac3\ 

"At  last,  after  several  da^'s  of  uninterrupted  festivit\G 
I began  to  see  what  we  were  driving  at.  To  make  quite 
sirre,  I said  one  day  to  m\^  cliief:  1 find  all  m3’  most 

intimate  acquaintances  are  Democratic  Senators.'’ 

"'So  do  I/,  he  dr3’ly  replied,  and  indeed  his  popular! t\^ 
among  tliein  at  the  end  of  a week  was  unbounded." 

Sir  Philip  Crampton,  in  honor  of  the  Queen’s  birth- 
da3’',  gave  a balk 

"More  was  accomplished  last  night  in  the  wa3^  of  ne- 
gotiation than  has  been  accomplished  from  the  da3’S 
of  the  Ashburton  tiea.iy  to  the  advent  of  Elgin. 

• "We  regard  the  fisheiy  question  as  settled.  Both 
parties  have  partaken  freely  of  the  bait  so  liberalW  pro- 
vided by  the  noble  host.  Amid  the  soft  footfalls  of  fairy 
feet,  the  glittering  of  jewels,  the  graceful  sweep  of  S500 
dresses,  the  sparkling  of  e3’es  which  shot  forth  alter- 
nated flashes  of  lightning  and  love,  there  were  two  men 
who  seemed  to  be  the  observed  of  all  observers;  one  was 
Lord  Elgin  and  the  other  Sir  Charles  Gra\n 

"The  large  and  brilliant  compan3’  broke  up  at  a late 
hour,  and  departed  for  their  respective  homes,  pleased 
with  their  courtd  and  courteous  host,  pleased  with  the 
monarchical  form  of  Government  in  England,  pleased  with 
the  republican  form  of  Government  in  the  United  States, 
pleased  with  each  other,  with  themselves,  and  with  the  rest 
of  mankind. 

"The  treaty  w’as  made  out  b3^  the  midnight  oil,  so 
near  12  o’clock  that  it  was  difficult  to  say  wffieiher  the 
date  should  be  3’esterday  or  to-dav’. 

"There  is  something  strangely  m3*sterious  and  sug- 
gestive in  the  scratching  of  that  midnight  pen,  for  it  ma3^ 
be  scratching  fortunes  or  ruin  to  toiling  millions, 
"Then  the  statesman  take^  up  his  pen  to  sign  his  signa- 
ture; his  hand  does  not  shake,  though  he  is  ver3’  old  and 
knows  the  abuse  that  is  in  store  for  him  from  members 
of  Congress  and  an  enlightened  pen.  That  hand,  they 
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say,  is  not  unused  to  a revolver,  and  it  does  not  ncnv 
waver,  though  the  word  he  traces  ma}’  be  an  involver 
of  ,a  revolver  again. 

“He  is  now  Secretary  of  State;  before  that  he  was  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court;  before  that  a General  of  the 
Army;  before  that  a Governor  of  a State;  before  that  Secre- 
tary of  War;  before  that  ^Minister  to  Alexico;  before  that 
a member  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  before  that 
a politician;  before  that  a cabinet  maker.  He  ends  as 
he  began,  witli  Cabinet  work;  so  he  gives  us  his  bless- 
ing and  the  treaty  is  duH  signed. 

“I  retire  to  dream  of  its  contents,  and  am  troubled 
in  my  sleep  by  the  recurring  refrain  of  tiie  three  im- 
pressive w'ords  with  which  the  pregnant  document  con- 
cludes, 'unmanufactured  tobacco  and  rags.' 

“Thus  was  concluded,  in  exactly  a fortnight,  a treaty 
which  had  been  under  discussion  seven  years. 

“Lord  Elgin  achieved  a remarkable  diplomatic  triumph. 
He  was  certain  of  his  game  from  the  first,  and  played 
it  with  easy  confidence.  All  obstacles  melted  before 
hi^  subtle  touch.’' 

Oh,  magnates  of  the  Xation!  Alas!  alas!  Gastronomy 
has  become  a fine  art  in  the  eyes  of  an  Englishman,  and 
you  have  been  pictured  to  all  Europe  as  devoted  apostles. 

In  his  diaiA'-,  Mr.  Oliphant  also  gives  figures  to  prove 
the  enormous  commercial  advantages  given  to  Canada 
b3"  the  treat}'.  bVe  will  leave  it  to  politicians  to  figure 
out  the  advantage  to  the  United  States. 

“In  1853,  the  year  prior  to  our  mdssion  to  bVashington, 
the  exports  to  the  States  amounted  to  820,000,000.  In 
1854  the  treaty,  began  to  operate,  and  the  volume  went  up 
$33,000,000,  and  so  on  until  1866,  when  the  treaty  was  ab- 
rogated by  the  action  of  the  Americans,  when  it  had 
reached  the  high  figure  of  $84,000,000.” 

He  still  insists  that  the  Americans'  “Fee,  fi,  fo,  fum, 
I smell  the  blood  of  an  Englishman,”  was  detrimental 
to  Canada's  commercial  prosperity. 

Lord  Napier  was  Alinister  just*  before  tlie  civil  war 
commenced.  His  wife  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
women  ever  seen  in  Washington  society. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  war  Lord  Lyons,  a man  of  rare 
gifts,  a bachelor,  was  sent  to  represent  the  mother 
countr}^  William  H.  Seward  was  Secretary  of  State. 
These  men  became  very  intimate  friends,  and  it  will  prob- 
ably never  be  known  how  much  this  country  owes  to 
this  friendship  in  warding  off  an  alliance  between  the 
South  and  England. 

Sir  Frederic  Bruce  walked  in  the  footsteps  of  Lord 
Lyons.  He,  too,  was  without  a family.  Sir  Frederic 
and  the  classic  Charles  Sumner  were  bosom  friends. 
He  died  in  Boston,  of  diphtheria,  during  President  Grant  ’s 
Administration. 

. After  i\Ir.  Bruce  came  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  who  was 
the  first  to  live  in  the  present  Legation  home.  He 
was  followed  hy  Sir  Lionel  S.  Sackville  West.  His 
household  consisted  of  three  daughters.  The  elder, 
Victoria,  was  the  presiding  lady  of  the  Legation;  when 
she  arrived  in  Washington,  in  i88l,  she  was  but  17  years 
of  age.  In  the  superintendence  of  the  house,  directing 
ceremonial  dinners  and  social  entertainments,  in  fact 
in  attending  to  all  the  details  of  such  an  establish- 
ment, she  was  supreme.  • But  perhaps  the  meed  of  praise 
given  to  this  queen  of  society  was  in  the  close  relation 
existing  between  the  father  and  daughter;  to  him  she 
was  alwa^^s  a wise  counsellor,  a judicious  manager, 
a loving,  tender  daughter. 

Flora,  the  second  daughter,  was  married  to  Gabriel 
Salanson,  Secretary  of 'the  French  Legation  during 
her  father  s stay  in  Washington.  Amelia,  the  youngest 
daughter,  made  her  debut  with  great  eclat  at  the  Le- 
gation. It  was  one  of  the  seasons  of  social  glory. 

Sir  Lionel  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Julian  Pauncefote, 
who  affixes  the  letters  G.  C.  B.,  C.  M.  G.  Ambassador  E. 
and  P.,  to  his  name — a courageous  man,  when  one  letter 
was  sufficient  to  immortalize  his  predecessor.  Sir  Julian 
is  the  most  popular  representative  of  Her  iMajesty  that 
has  been  sent  to  tliis  country  as  iVlinister  or  Ambassador. 
To  him  more  than  ta  any  of  his  predecessors  belongs 
the  credit  of  the  unity  of  good  feeling  now  existing  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britaia  Great  is 
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the  pity  that  the  law  of  civil  service  will  recall  him  from 
duty  when  he  is  such  a benefactor  to  both  Nations. 

'Stewart  Castle,  on  Dupont  Circle,  was  built  b\’  Senator 
Stewart,  of  Nevada,  about  the  time  the  British  Legation 
was  built  b}"  Sir  Edward  Thornton.  For  a time  they 
were  lone  sentinels,  watching  the  course  of  empire  take 
its  wa\"  toward  the  "West  End. 

The  English  Legation  alwaj^s  wears  apparently  a 
spick-span  new  dress  and  assumes  a youthful  appearance, 
while  Stewart  Castle  puts  on  the  air  of  centuries,  resem- 
bling some  old  knight-watch  of  the  Rhine,  with  its  towers, 
turrets  and  colored  windows. 

The  Chinese  Legation,  after  many  changes  of  residence, 
settled  down  in  this  home,  and  many  an  evening  in 
the  park  and  grounds  surrounding  the  house  could 
have  been  seen  a coterie  of  celestials  in  pigtails  and  petti- 
coats, lounging  and  frolicking  in  native  abandonment. 
The  Minister  gives  liberally  toward  the  entertainment 
of  Washington  society  in  the  way  of  dinner  parties, 
balls,  etc.,  and  the  members  of  the  Legation  are  seen 
often  wherever  society  congregates. 

The  furnishing  of  Stewart  Castle  was  much  as  IMrs. 
Stewart  left  it,  except  as  oriental  fancy  dictated  changes. 
All  the  arm-chairs  had  been  collected  in  the -large  drawing- 
room, where  row  after  row  were  ranged  in  line  until 
the  room  looked  like  a parlor  car  on  a large  scale. 

The  oiTces  of  the  Legation  were  on  the  ground  floor, 
the  upper  stories  were  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

The  Legation  is  now' settled  in  the  house  occupying 
the  southeast  corner  of  0 and  i8lh  streets.  Wu  Ting- 
fang,  Envo3"  Extraordinar\"  and  Alinister  Plenipotentiary^, 
is  the  present  chief  representative  of  China. 

The  representative  of  the  Czar  lives  now  at  1829  I street, 
and  is  Comte  Cassini,  Ambassador  Etraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary.  The  Legation  used,  to  be  at  the  house 
known  as  ‘'Boss'*'  Sheplierd’s,  on  the  corner  of  K street 
and  Connecticut  avenue. 

When  this  house  became  a lost  paradise  to  one  of  Vfash- 
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ington’s  greatest  beneiactors,  it  was  regained  by  Senator 
Cameron.  The  Chinese  Legaiion  ocennied  it  before  mov- 
ing to  Stewart  Castle.  Tlie  rooms  are  spacious  and  the 
d awing-room  and  ball-room  quite  as  commodious  as 
those  of  the  English  Legation. 

* * if;  * 

The  German  Empire  owned  its  Legation  building 
for  many  3^ears  on  15th  street  near  ^ATrmie^^'s  Hotel 
It  is  now  on  the  terrace  Xo.  1435  Alassachusetts  avenue. 

The  whole  German  Empire  is  not  as  large  as  ATbraska 
and  Dakota  b\^  15,000  square  miles,  but  with  a population 
as  large,  b^"  about  live  millions,  as  that  of  the  whole 
United  States.  Diplomatic  intercourse  between  the 
two  countries  has  moved  along  practicalH^  without 
jar  or  friction.  The  Empire  is  now  represented  b\^  the 
the  courtH  and  accomplished  gentleman,  Her  von 
Holleben,  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo- 
tentiar}". 

❖ ❖ ❖ k-  (?  »? 

The  Japanese  also  own  their  own  Legation  residence. 
It  is  'a  substantial,  four-stoiy  brick  building  at  1310 
N street,  purchased  from  Gen.  Capron  several  3^ears 
ago.  The  present  ^Minister,  i\Ir.  Jutaro  Komura,  E.  E. 
and  kl.  P.,  is  a gentleman  of  education  and  culture. 

The  members  of  tlie  ‘'Sunrise  Kingdom”  have  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  social  enjo\mient  of  Washington. 
They  rcadiK  conform  to  the  customs  of  the  countr\^ 
in  education,  manners  and  dress.  It  is  not  a novel  thing 
to  see  the  hand  of  the  Japanese  Oriental  given  in  marriage 
to  the  fair  of  the  Occident. 

•».#  «r>  a- 

V •'*' 

The  klexican  Legation  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
homes  among  the  foreign  representatives.  The  Govern- 
ment was  abty  represented  hy  Senor  Don  klatias 
Romero,  who  was  for  man\^  \^ears  in  the  Diplomatic  ser- 
vice of  his  country,  and  rendered  important  assistance 
not  onl}'  to  his  own  coiintiy,  but  to  the  Lmited  States, 
in  bringing  about  a better  understanding  between  the 
two  Nations. 

He  gave  always  advanced  republican  ideas  and  liis 
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support  to  that  form  of  Government  in  ]\Iexico*!  ^ His 
candor,  stability  and  ingenuous  character,  his  distin- 
guished service  in  tlie  settlement  of  all  international 
questions  in  the  trying  days  of  this  Government,  drew 
him  very  close  to  Gen.  Grant,  who  had  so  many  delicate 
diplomatic  questions  to  settle,  and  a brotherly  friendship 
sprang  up  between  them,  which  grew  stronger  as  the 
days  of  their  fellowship  multiplied.  When  the  great 
General  was  called  b3"  the  last  summons,  there  was  no 
more  sincere  mourner  than  Senor  Romero. 

The  ^Minister  had  a happy  faculW  of  drawing  friends 
around  him,  and  had  a most  admirable  assistant  in  the 
winsome,  charming  iMadame  Romero.  Their  magnifi- 
cent, artistic  home,  with  its  open  hospital iW,  the  brilliant  ‘ 
receptions  given  there,  will  record  them  in  history  as 
X among  the  most  brilliant  entertainers  in  Washington. 

When  these  two  people  died,  vrithin  a 3”ear  of  each 
other,,  no  more  sincere  mourners  were  there  in  their  own 
Capital  0113^^  than  in  the  cit3^  of  Washington.  Ambassador 
Romero's  place  was  filled  b3"  Senor  Dorn  Manuel  de 
Azpiroz,  Envov  and  Plenipotentiar3^ 

j;:  ^ ^ * 

V 

The  fl3-screen  hats  and  quaint  dress  of  the  Koreans 
are  familiar  objects  on  the  streets  of  Wasliington.  The 
King  of  Korea  is  adapting  his  Kingdom  to  American 
ideas  as  fast  as  practicable.  He  established  a Legation 
in ‘Wasliington,  and  gave  his  Envo3^s  the  privilege  of 
bringing  their  wives  with  them.  The  official  residence 
is  on  Iowa  Circle,  and  it  has  been  tastefulK  furnished 
under  the  direction  of  the  women  of  the  Legation.  Per- 
haps the  most  disappointing  feature  about  it  is  that 
American  taste  and  custom  have  been  strictK  adhered 
to  instead  of  the  hoped-for  touch  of  Korean  home  dec- 
oration. Air.  Chin  Pom  Ye  was  the  first  Envo3’  Extra- 
ordinar3"  and  Alinister  Plenipotentiaiy. 

The  Korean  women  endeavor  to  imitate  American 
customs.  In  their  own  land  the3"  are  not  permitted  to 
mingle  with  the  outer  world.  In  the  center  of  the  cit3" 
of  Seoul,  the  Capital,  tliere  is  an  architectural  structure 
in  which  is  suspended  a huge  bell  called  the  Inkiung. 
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At  9 o’clock  every  night  an  officer  of  the  King'vS  house- 
hold tolls  the  curfew;  the  lights  on  the  mountain-tops 
simultaneoush"  signal  throughout  the  Kingdom  that 
the  hour  for  women  to  have  possession  of  the  city  has 
come.  The  gates  of  the  city  are  closed,  the  men  retire 
forthwith  to  their  homes,  and  the  ladies  sally  forth  and 
take  possession.  The  women  of  high  degree  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  the  city,  and  no  '‘lord  of  creation,”  under 
a hea\y  penalty,  is  allowed  to  trespass  upon  this  right. 

Men  and  women  have  no  social  relations  in  Korea 
in  common.  Each  home  has  its  quarters  for  the  women, 
which  to  them  is  the  holy  of  holies,  and  into  which  the 
men  never  enter.  < 

During  the  hours  of  feminine  freedom,  the  men  in 
their  homes  while  awa^^  the  hours  sleeping,  or  drink- 
ing their  favorite  beverage,  sul,  while  the  women 
visit  each  other’s  homes,  being  carried  through  the 
streets  in  the  'hoig  hio,”  or  lady’s  chair,  swung  on  poles 
and  borne  by  eunuchs.  They  spend  the  hours  chatting, 
gossiping,  singing,  and  having  a merry  time  generallly. 

When  the  solemn  tones  of  Inlaung  reverberate 
through  the  darkness  the  hilarities  cease,  the  women 
return  to  their  homes,  the  gates  of  the  city  are  swung 
open,  another  day  has  been  recorded  to  the  citizens  of 
Korea,  and  the  world  moves  on  as  before. 

The  women  are  quick  in  their  movements  and  rapid 
. in  adaptation.  It  is  told  of  them  that  soon  after  their 
first  reception  the  Chinese  Minister  gave  one  also.  The 
gentlemen  of  the  Korean  Legation  thought  it  best  that 
their  wives  should  remain  at  home,  as  the  Chinese  women 
at  that  time  had  never  been  seen  outside  their  Legation 
home. 

The  female  portion  were  not  in  accord  with  the  de- 
cision, but  kept  their  own  counsel  until  the  hour  arrived 
for  the  male  portion  of  the  Legation  to  take  their  seats 
in  the  carriage,  v;hen,  by  a preconcerted  plan,  the 
women  stepped  into  a carriage  in  the  rear  of  the  Itouse, 
and,  by  a short  cut  and  rapid  driving,  were  in  the  Chinese 
Legation  home,  quite  at  their  ease,  and  ready  to  receive 
their  liege  lords  on  their  arrival 
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CHAPTER  XXIIL 

AX  HISTORIC  RECEPTION— LAFAYETTE’S  LAST 
VISIT  TO  WASHINGTON. 


LAFAYETTE’S  LAST  VISIT  TO  WASHINGTON— THE  NATION  ALT’E 
WITH  ENTHUSIASM— lAITTER  OF  MRS.  SEATON— THE  “TENT 
OV  WASHINGTON’— THE  MAYOR’S  ADDRESS— LAFAYETTE’S 
REELY— MEMORABLE  EVENTS  AT  GADSBY’S — ATSIT  TO  MOUNT 
VERNON  AND  OTHER  PLACES— MAGNIFICENT  PRESENT  FROM 
CONGRESS. 

Republics  have  been  accused  of  ingratitude,  but  when 
it  is  remembered  how  the  United  States  acted  toward 
Gen.  Lafayette;  when  it  is  remembered  that,  in  addition 
to  tangible  proofs  of  gratitude,  he  was  made  cognizant 
of  the  affectionate  attachment  of  this  people,  in  the  sear 
and  3^ellow  leaf  of  his  life,  it  ma}’  perhaps  be  acknowledged 
that,  after  all,  there  is  no  better  legacy  than  the  grati- 
tude of  a free  people. 

Lafayette  had  expressed  himself  desirous  of  again 
visiting  this  country,  of  once  more  beholding  the  scenes 
of  his  youthful  glory;  and  Congress  on  Feb.  4,  1824, 
resolved  ‘that  ''whenever  the  President  shall  be  informed 
of  the  time  when  the  ]\Iar(4uis  may  be  ready  to  embark,  a 
Xational  ship  with  suitable  accommodations  be  employed 
to  bring  him  to  the  United  States.'' 

The  modest,  retiring  Lafayette  declined  the  honor 
of  going  in  a National  vessel,  and  took  passage  in  a 
private  ship.  On  the  12th  of  July,  1S24,  he  embarked 
on  board  the  packet  ship  Cadmus,  and  on  August  16 
landed  at  New  York. 

When  it  was  known  that  he  had  once  more  set  sail  for 
the  country  of  his  adoption,  the  whole  Nation  was  alive 
with  enthusiasm,  and  every  son  and  daughter  of  America 
prepared  to  give  liim  welcome. 

After  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and 
other  cities  had  given  Gen.  Lafayette  welcomes  that 
did  honor  to  themselves  as  vrell  as  to  their  illustrious 
guest,  he  turned  his  course  southward. 
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He  left  Baltimore  Oct.  ii,  1824,  accompanied  by  the 
Mayor,  the  Coimnittee  of  Arrangements,  the  Governor's 
Aids  and  an  escort  of  cavalry  to  Rossburg,  where  he 
lodged  Alonday  night.  The  follovdng  da^^  he  was  accom- 
. panied  by  the  same  escort  to  the  line  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  which  was  near  the  spot  where  Gen.  Ross, 
10  years  before,  had  brought  up  his  troops  and  made 
'the  attack  on  the  American  forces,  before  entering  and 
burning  Washington. 

Here  Gen.  Lafa3^ette  was  met  b\"  a brilliant  procession, 
which  was  headed  b\"  a corps  of  cavalry"  and  supported 
hy  a cavalcade  of  citizens,  the  whole  extending  over  two 
miles.  Throughout  the  entire  route  the  wa3'side  was 
thronged  with  citizens  wlio  made  the  air  resound  with 
their  shouts  of  welcome. 

Among  the  noteworthy  incidents  attending  Lafay- 
ette's reception  in  Wasliington  was  that  described 
in  a letter  from  i\Irs.  Seaton,  wife  of  the  renowned  editor 
of  the  National  Intelligencer,  in  a letter  to  her  mother, 
an  Richmond,  October,  1824: 

'T  don't  know  how  it  was,  but  I certainly  figured  more 
than  I had  any  wish  or  expectation  of  doing  on  the  da3^ 
of  Lafayette's  arrival.  In  the  first  place,  I was  selected 
hy  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  to  superintend  the 
hress  and  decorations  of  25  3'oung  ladies  representing  the 
States  and  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  procure  appro- 
priate wreaths,  scarfs  and  Lafa3’ette  gloves  and  flags 
for  the  occasion;  to  assemble  them  at  my  house  and 
attend  them  under  my  protection  to  the  Capitol. 

"The  General  was  conducted  to  Capitol  Square,  the 
east  of  the  Capitol,  where  a civic  arch,  elegantW  decorated 
and  enlivened  vrith  appropriate  inscriptions,  had  been 
erected.  Under  this  arch  were  25  young  ladies,  each 
hearing  a banner  designating  the  State  and  District 
she  represented.  As  soon  as  the  General  arrived. 
Miss  S.  j\I.  \Vatterson,  rejjresenting  the  District,  and 
only  II  years  old,  advanced  and  made  a ver3^  appropriate 
address.  This  was  the  daughter  of  George  Watterson, 
Librarian  of  Congress.  It  would  be  hard  to  describe 
the  feeling  which  Lafayette  manifested  at  this  scene.  He 
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shook  hands  with  each  of  the  group  and  passed  on  to 
the  rotunda  and  entered  the  'tent  of  Washington.’" 

^\dien  the  General  entered  the  gate  of  Fort  jlcllenry, 
at  Baltimore,  the  troops  of  the  garrison  presented  arms, 
then  opened  to  the  right  and  left,  bringing  to  his  view 
the  tent  of  AVashington,  the  same  tent  under  which  he 
had  many  times  grasped  the  friendly  hand  of  our  illus- 
trious-AA^ashington  and  aided  him  by  timeW  suggestion, 
and  where  he  had  often  sliared  with  liim  the  soldier’s 
hard}"  meal. 

The  same  tent  is  tenderly  cared  for  by  the  children 
of  this  Republic,  and  occupies  to-day  an  honored  nidte 
in  the  great  Xational  i\Iuseum.  This  tent  vras  brought 
from  Baltimore  to  AA^ashington,  and  under  it  was  La- 
fayette met  b}"  the  iMayor  and  other  authorities,  officers, 
clergy,  etc. 

To  an  address  of  w'elcome  from  the  i\Iayor,  the  Gen- 
eral made  the  following  reply: 

"The  kind  and  flattering  reception  with  which  I am 
honored  by  the  citizens  of  Washington,  exacts  the  most 
liveW  feelings  of  gratitude.  Those  grateful  feelings, 
sir,  at  eveiy  step  of  my  liapp}’  visit  to  tlie  United  States, 
could  not  but  enhance  the  inexpressible  delight  I have 
enjo3~ed  at  the  sight  of  tlie  immense  and  wonderful  im- 
provements, so  far  beyond  even  the  fondest  anticipations 
of  a warm  American  heart,  and  wThch,  in  the  space  of 
40  years,  have  so  gloriously  evinced  the  superiority  of 
popular  institutions  and  self-government  over  the  too 
imperfect  state  of  political  civilization  found  in  everv" 
countiw"  of  the  other  hemisphere. 

"In  this  august  place,  vrhich  bears  the  most  venerable 
of  all  ancient  and  modern  names,  I have,  sir,  the  pleasure 
to  contemplate,  not  only  a center  of  that  constitutional 
union  so  necessary  to  these  States,  so  important  to  the 
interests  of  mankind,  but  also  a great  political  school 
where  attentive  ofjservers  from  other  parts  of  the  world 
may  be  taught  the  practical  science  of  true  social  order. 
Among  tlie  ciroimstances  of  niy  life,  to  which  you  have 
been  jdeased  to  allude,  none  can  afford  nie  such  dctir 
recollections  as  ny  having  been  early  adopted  as  an 
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American  soldier;  so  there  is  not  a circumstance  of  ni3^ 
reception  in  vchich  I take  so  much  pride  as  in  sharing 
those  honors  with  1113^  beloved  companions-in-arms. 

'‘Happ3^  am  I to  feel  that  the  marks  of  affection  and 
esteem  bestowed  on  me  bear  testimon3^  to  nn^  perse- 
verance in  American  principles,  I received  under  the  ‘ tent 
of  Washington/’  and  of  which  I shall,  to  my  last 'breath, 
prove  nnvself  a devoted  disciple. 

“I  beg  3^011,  Air.  iUa3"or,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  Cor? 
* poration,  to  accept  m3^  respectful  acknowledgments 
to  3"ou  and  to  the  citizens  of  Washington.” 

From  a manuscript  letter  of  William  Lee,  written  to 
, his  sisters  (then  residing  in  Paris),  who  became  a warm 
friend  of  Lafa3xtte  during  the  3^ears  he  lived  in  France 
as  Secretary  to  Joel  Barlow,  and,  later.  Consul  to 
Bordeaux,  and  who  at  this  time  was  second  Auditor  of 
the  Treasur3^  DepFirtment,  we  make  the  following  quota- 
tion, for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  his 
nephew,  Dr.  William  Lee. 

“I  was  at  the  President's  all  day  3"esterday.  B[e  sent 
for  me  to  consult  about  the  reception  of  Gen.  Lafa3xtte, 
as  he  did  not  like  the  arrangements  of  the  Corporation, 
who  propose  that  the  President  and  all  the  members 
of  the  Court  should  join  in  the  procession.  This  is  what 
we  concluded  on:  The  Corporation  will  meet  the  Gen- 

eral at  the  cit3"  boundaries”  [it  must  be  remembered  that 
all  travel  by  land  in  those  da3^s  was  b3^  private  con- 
ve3^ance],  “conduct  him  to  the  Capitol,  address  him  there, 
and  then  proceed  with  him  to  the  President's  gates; 
here  he  only,  with  his  vSuite  of  a few  Revolutionary 
officers,  is  to  enter.  The  President  will  be  surrounded 
by  the  heads  of  Departments,  officers  of  the  Court  and 
Navy  Commisioners.  Gen.  Brown  will  receive  him 
in  the  saloon;  none  of  the  cit3^  authorities  or  populace 
will  be  admitted.  After  this  ceremon3"  is  ended,  we  shall 
deliver  him  to  the  Corporation  at  the  gates,  and  they 
will  conduct  him  to  Gadsby's,  where  80  people  are  to  dine 
with  him.” 

This  was  stricth"  carried  out.  The  streets  were 
lined  with  sptectaiors  and  the  windows  filled  with  ladies. 
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vraving  handkerchiefs,  and  bestowing  loving  benedictions 
on  the  beloved  guest. 

On  arriving  at  the  White  House  Lafayette  was  re- 
ceived b\^  the  Marshal  of  the  District,  and,  supported 
by  Gen.  Brown  and  Commander  Tingle}^  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements,  conducted  to  the  drawing- 
room, where  President  Monroe  advanced  to  meet  him 
and  gave  him  a cordial  and  affectionate  welcome. 

The  President  had  on  his  right  hand  Secretary  of 
State  John  Quincy  Adams  and  Secretarj^  of  the  Treas- 
ury’’ William  H.  Crawford;  and  on  his  left  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Army  and  Navy,  John  C.  Calhoun  and  Samuel 
S.  Soutliard;  while  the  Attorney-General,  Gen.  Jessup, 
Col.  Gibson,  Col.  Towson,  ]\Iaj.  Nourse  and  Dr.  Lovel, 
of  the  Armyy  Capt.  Rogers,  Chauncey  Porter,  Commodore 
Jones,  and  Charles  Morris,  of  the  Navy;  the  Postmaster- 
General,  the  Comptrollers,  Auditors  and  other  high 
officers  of  the  Government  were  arranged  on  each  side 
of  the  room. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  East  Room  in  the  early 
part  of  the  Monroe  Administration  was  the  play  room 
of  Mrs.  Monroe's  daughters,  and  that  it  was  during  her 
reign  that  the  stately  furniture  which  adorned  that  room 
for  nearly  half  a century  was  bought  in  Paris  by  the 
Government.  Each  article  was  surmounted  by  the 
royal  crown  of  Louis  XVIII.  This  was  removed  and 
the  American  eagle  took  its  place. 

These  chairs  and  sofas  have  often  come  out  from  the 
upholsterer's  hands  renewed,  the  eml)lematic  eagle  hav- 
ing put  on  a brighter  burnish;  but,  alas!  this  historic 
furniture,  fraught  with  so  many  memories  of  great  men 
and  women  passed  away,  has  gone  under  the  auction- 
eer's hammer,  that  the  Nation's  drawing-room  might 
masquerade  in  modern  furniture. 

Lafayette  found  three  of  his  old  associates  ex-Presi-  . 
dents— AdanivS,- Jefferson,  Madison,  and  his  bosom  friend, 
Monroe,  President. 

After  the  ceremonies  recorded  above,  and  an  inter- 
change of  courtesies,  during  which  bountiful  refresh- 
ments were  served,  the  General  took  his  departure  and 
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rejoined  his  escort  at  the  gate;  he  then  passed  in  review 
the  body  of  troops  and  retired  to  Gadsby’s  Hotel,  known 
as  the  Franklin. 

This  hotel  stood  upon  the  corner  of  20th  and  I streets, 
and  is  to-day  known  as  Gadsby's  Row. 

Annie  Ro3^al  in  her  “Sketches"  sa\^s  the  newspapers 
furnished  dail}^  accounts  of  Lafayette's  movements, 
and  long  before  he  arrived  we  had  Lafa^^ette  ribbons, 
Lafa\^ette  waistcoats,  Lafa3’ette  feathers,  hats,  caps, 
gloves,  etc.;  everything  was  honored  by  liis  image  and 
superscription;  even  the  ginger-cakes  were  impressed 
with  his  name,  and  nothing  was  heard  in  the  streets  or 
in  the  houses  but  Lafayette,  Lafa3^ette. 

A banquet  was  given  at  Gadsby's  Hotel  to  the  Gen- 
eral. The  form  of  invitation  to  this  historic  festival 
was  characteristic  of  the  simplicity  of  style  then  prev- 
alent. A copy  of  one  is  given: 

" The  Committee  of  Arrangements  respectfully  request 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  dine  with  Gen,  Lafayette,  this 
day,  at  the  Franklin  House,  at  5 o'clock. 

. . W.  SEATON,  Secretary,” 

One  of  the  toasts  of  this  occasion  was,  "The  United 
States  and  France,  their  early  friendship;  may  it  ever 
be  maintained  by  mutual  acts  of  kindness  and  justice.” 

The  next  day  the  General  called  on  the  President, 
and  on  the  following  day  he  was  with  the  President's 
family  to  breakfast  and  dinner. 

It  is  probable  that  memories  of  30  3^ears  before  crowded 
the  minds  of  this  trio;  when  Monroe  was  IMinister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  France,  and  the  Marquis  de  Lafa3"ette 
B.  prisoner  in  Austria,  and  Madame  de  Lafa3"ette  and 
her  two  little  children  in  prison  at  La  Force.  All  remember 
the  visit  of  Mrs.  iMonroe  to  Madame  Lafa\’ette  in  prison. 

Mr.  Monroe  decided  to  risk  dis[)leasure  with  himself 
b3^  sending  his  wife  to  see  Madame  Lafa3''ette,  The 
name  of  Lafa3'ette  was  too  dear  to  every  American 
to  accept  indignities  heaped  upon  this  woman. 

Mr.  Alonroe  was  recalled,  but  time  justified  liis  action, 
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and  the  people  said,  "Go  higher!”  He  was  at  this  time 
occupying  the  highest  place  in  the  gift  of  the  people, 
and  the  whole  country  was  doing  homage  to  the  prisoner 
of  Olmutz.  • 

Gen!  Lafayette  was  received  at  Georgetown  by 
the  Ma^mr  and  military  escort  and  citizens,  ready  to 
demonstrate  their  gratitude  to  the  great  hero. 

During  his  sta3^  here  he  visited  G.  W.  Parke  Custis, 
of  Arlington  Mights.  While  in  conversation  with  IMrs. 
Custis  upon  the  improvements  of  Arlington,  he  said, 
"Recollect,  my  dear,  how  much  easier  it  is  to  cut  a tree 
down  than  it  is  to  make  it  grow.”  Who  can  tell  how 
much  the  country  owes  to-day  to  that  proverb,  timeh"  put, 
for  the  beautiful  forest  that  shades  the  graves  of  her 
noble  dead? 

He  was  also  escorted  b^^  the  Ma^mr  and  Committee 
of ' Arrangements  in  Washington  and  the  Georgetown 
cavalry"  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived b}"  a deputation  from  Alexandria.  He  entered 
the  old  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  at  Alexandria,  Oct. 
l6.  At  ever}’’  point  he  was  warmly  welcomed.  There 
was  a militaiy’  escort  of  1,500.  In  the  procession  there 
was  a car  bearing  the  "tent  of  Washington.” 

• The  procession  passed  through  crowded  streets,  under 
•splendid  arches,  amidst  the  huzzas  of  a grateful  people. 
On  the  apex  of  a magnificent  arch  was  perched  a live 
mountain  eagle  of  a ver\"  large  size,  who  spread  his 
wings  when  the  General  passed,  as  if  to  unite  in  the  wel- 
come. 

He  held  a levee  in  the  evening.  The  public  buildings 
and  man\^  private  dwellings  were  brillianth’  illumi- 
nated. It  must  be  remembered  that  Alexandria  in  those 
da3"s  was  not  a "finished  cit3",”  but  rivalled  the  lar- 
gest seaport  towns  of  America. 

Sunda3"  Gen.  Laiayeite  visited  !Mount  Vernon  and 
the  tomb  of  Washington,  his  revered  father  and  friend. 
While  there  he  was  presented  hy  !\Ir.  Custis  with  a ring 
. containing  a lock  of  hair  of  the  sainted  hero,  together 
with  the  ilasonic  sash  and  jewel  belonging  to  the  great 
Masom  accompanied  by  the  following  address; 
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‘‘Last  of  the  Generals  of  the  Army  of  Independence! 
At  this  awful  and  impressive  moment,  when^  forgetting 
the  splendor  of  a triumph  greater  than  Roman  consul 
♦ ever  had,  you  bend  with  reverence  over  the  remains  of 
Washington,  the  child  of  Alount  Vernon  presents  you 
with  this  token  containing  the  hair  of  him  whom  you 
loved  while  living,*  and  to  whose  honored  grave  you 
now  pay  the  .manW  and  affecting  tribute  of  a patriot's 
and  a soldier’s  tear. 

“The  ring  has  ever  been  an  emblem  of  the  union  of 
hearts  from  the  earliest  stages  of  the  world,  and  this 
vvill  unite  the  affections  of  the  American  to  the  person 
and  posterit3"  of  Lafa\"ette,  now  and  hereafter.  And 
when  3"our  descendants  of  a later  day  shall  behold  this 
valued  relic,  it  will  remind  them  of  the  heroic  virtues 
of  their  illustrious  sire,  who  received  it,  not  in  the  palace 
of  Princes,  nor  amid  the  pomp  and  vanities  of  life,  but 
at- the  laurelled  grave  of  Washington. 

“Do  you  ask  is  this  mausoleum  befitting  the  ashes 
of  a ]\iarcus  Aurelius,  or  the  good  Antonius?  I tell 
you  that  the  Father  of  his  Countrv  lies  buried  in  the 
hearts  of  his  countr3mien,  and  in  those  of  the  brave, 
the  good,  the  free  of  all  ages  and  nations. 

“Do  you  seek  for  the  tablets  which  are  to  conve3^  his 
fame  to  inimortalit3^?  The3^  have  long  been  written 
in  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  this  countr3^  These 
are  the  monumental  trophies  of  Washington,  the  great, 
and  will  endure  when  the  proudest  works  of  art  have 
dissolved  and  left  not  a wreck  behind. 

Venerable  man!  Will  vmu  never  tire  in  the  cause  of 
freedom  and  human  happiness?  Is  it  not  time  that  3^011 
should  rest  from  your  labors  and  repose  on  the  bosom 
of  a country  vchich  delights  to  love  and  honor  \"ou,  and 
will  teach  her  children's  children  to  bless  3"our  name 
and  riiemor3’?  Sureh"  where  libert3^  dwells,  there  must 
be  the  countr3"  of  Lafa3xdte! 

“Our  fathers  witnessed  the  dawn  of  3x11  r glor3’,  ]")ar- 
took  of  its  meridian  splendor;  and,  ah!  let  their  children 
enjo3'  the  benign  radiance  of  3*our  setting  sun;  and  when 
it  shall  sink  in  the  horizon  of  nature  here,  here  with  pious 
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we  will  form  }^oiu-  sepiilchre,  and  united  In  death, 
as  in  life,  b}"  the  side  of  the  great  chief  you  will  rest  in 
peace  till  the  last  trump  shall  awake  the  slumbering 
world  and  call  your  virtures  to  their  great  reward. 

"The  joyous  shouts  of  millions  of  freemen  hailed  your 
returning  footprints  on  our  sands.  The  arms  of  millions 
are  open  wide  to  take  \'OU  to  their  grateful  hearts,  and 
the  pra\"ers  of  millions  ascend  to  the  throne  of  the  Eternal 
that  the  choicest  blessings  of  heaven  may  cheer  the  latest 
days  of  Lafayette.” 

Gen.  Lafa3’ette  having  received  the  ring,  pressed  it  to 
his  bosom  and  replied  : 

"The  feelings  which  at  this  awful  moment  oppress 
my  heart  do  not  leave  the  power  of  utterance.  1 can 
onl}"  thank  3^011,  m3-  dear  Custis,  for  3^our  precious  gift. 
I pa>’  a silent  homage  to  the  tomb  of  the  greatest  and  best 
of  men,  my  paternal  friend.” 

The  following  Monda3^  the  General  proceeded  down 
the  Potomac,  visiting  Yorktown,  Richmond,  and  ^lonti- 
cello,  the  home  of  Jefferson.  It  is  said  when  Jefferson 
and  Lafa3^ette  m&t,  the\^  fell  into  the  arms  of  each  other, 
and  remained  locked  in  silent  embrace  for  several  minutes 
before  their  feelings  could  find  utterance. 

Thence  he  departed  for  ^dontpelier,  the  home  of  his 
esteemed  friend,  Madison.  Here  he  was  also  received 
with  open  arms  and  made  welcome. 

His  engagement  at  Washington  brought  him  back 
Nov.  23.  Upon  his  return  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
upon  the  report  of  committees,  especiall3"  appointed 
to  recommend  a suitable  manner  of  receiving  the  Gen- 
eral, adopted  resolutions.  The  Senate  resolution  read: 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
invite  Gen.  de  Lafa3"ette  to  take  a seat  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  agreeable  to  liis  wishes,  that  the  committee 
deliver  the  invitation  to  the  General  and  introduce  him 
into  the  Senate  Cliamber,  and  that  the  members  receive 
him  standing.” 

The  House  passed  similar  resolutions.  Gen.  La- 
fayette was  the  onW  public  character  that  had  ever 
been  received  b3’  the  Senate  of  tlie  United  States  Of 
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, all  the  proud  triumphs  through  which  this  grand  old 
hero  was  called  to  pass,  after  landing  on  the  shores 
'of  America,  this  was  undoubtedly  the  most  glorious 
and  gratif3ung. 

On  Dec.  20,  Mr.  Ha^me,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred  of  making  provision  for  Gen. 
Lafayette,  reported  to  the  Senate  a bill  providing  that 
the  sum  of  $200,000  be  granted  i\Iaj.-Gen.  de  Lafaj^ette; 
also,  one  complete  and  entire  township  of  land  to  be  located 
- upon  an}"  of  the  public  lands  that  remained  unsold.  The 
bill  passed  both  Houses. 

Lafa}"ette's  reh"  was:  "*The  gift  is  so  magnificent, 

so  far  exceeding  the  services  of  the  individual,  that  had 
I been  a member  of  Congress  I must  have  voted 
against  it.” 

The  following  Spring,  about  the  time  that  James 
Monroe  let  drop  the  reins  of  official  life  in  the  Executive 
^Mansion,  and  John  Ouinc}’  Adams  took  them  up,  Gen. 
Lafa\"ette  bade  farewell  to  Washington,  and  started 
on  his  tour  through  the  States.  , • 

Lafayette's  name  is  one  that  has  been  consecrated 
to  fame.*  ' Into  the  life  of  this  coimtr\’  his  name  has  been 
woven,  and  it  vcill  be  onU"  when  the  records  and  the 
chronicles  of  this  Nation  are  blotted  out,  that  the  name 
and  memor\"  of  his  noble  deeds  will  be  forgotten.  The 
services  he  rendered  to  America,  to  the  world  and  to 
libert}",  will  record  his  name  on  the  page  of  history,  and 
the  sons  of  liberh"  will  forever  revere  the  names  of  Wash- 
ington and  Lafa}’ette.  ' •- 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

CALVERT  MANOR,  KALOR.AMA,  T?IE  SEVEN  BUILD- 
INGS, AND  OLD  CARROLL  ROW. 

Jl  PICTUHESQUE  locality— the  CALVERT  MAXOR— OLD  BLADEXS- 
BURG— HENRY  CLAY’S  ROOM. 

^ A half  hour's  drive  from  the  Capitol,  through  a quiet, 
picturesque  country,  studded  with  neat  and  thrifty  little 
farms  and  fruit  nurseries,  where  the  beauth^ing  touch  of 
the  florist  has  made  the  waste  places  blossom  like  the  rose, 
will  bring  you  to  the  quaint,  liistoric  old  town  of  Bladens- 
burg.  The  very  name  brings  back  a flood-tide  of  memories. 

Here,  you  remember,  is  where  Gen.  Ross  brought  up 
liis  flotilla,  and  the  red-coats  disembarked  just  below  the 
bridge,  and  advanced  toward  the  Capital.  That  was  in 
the  long  ago;  since  then  even  tire  river  has  run  its  race  and 
been  lost  in  the  eternal  deep,  like  the  lives  of  the  men  who 
fought  to  protect  their  country  and  its  Capital.  Here,  too, 
to  3mur  right,  just  before  you  reach  the  bridge,  was  the 
ground  that  often  witnessed  meetings  made  necessary  by 
the  "code  of  honor." 

In  old  Bladensburg,  in  an  humble  cottage,  was  born  the 
Hon.  William  Wirt.  You  will  look  in  vain  to-day  for  a 
place  where  you  would  think  men  like  Jefferson,  Clay, 
Calhoun,  Webster,  and  Benton  would  revel  in  terrapin, 
oysters  and  canvas-backs,  after  a day's  liard-fought 
battle  of  words  at  the  Capitol.  It  takes  a broad  sweep  of 
the  imagination  to  people  this  place,  and  furnish  it  with 
the  comforts,  to  say  nothing  of  the  luxuries,  wliich  belong 
to  our  idea  of  those  days. 

A few  minutes'  drive,  and  you  have  passed  the  time- 
worn, tumble-down  old  towm,  a remnant  of  the  ‘‘have 
beens,”  and  enter  the  pretty,  peaceful  village  of  H}mtts- 
ville.  Half  a mile  farther  on  are  two  small  brick  build- 
ings; between  these  a carriage-drive  branches  off  from  the 
pike,  and  winds  through  a large,  undulating  meadow 
leading  to  Riverdale  station. 

These  buildings,  like  old  B’adensburg,  are  time  worn 
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and  weather-beaten;  the  very  granite  gate-posts  have 
grown  weary  and  lopping  with  age.  These  houses  were 
the  porters’  lodges  of  the  old  Calvert  estate,  which  for  a 
hundred  3'ears  has  been  the  home  of  the  descendants  of 
Lord  Baltimore,  Cecil  Calvert  being  the  founder  of  the 
i\Iar3dand  Coloiyv.  - • » ■ - 

The  ver3"  outposts  of  the  place  tell  its  histon’.  The\" 
are  now  onh^  a retreat  for  bats  and  owls.'  ThL railroad 
divides  the  estate,  but  before  3’ou  reach  the  station,  on  a 
genth’  rising  knoll  at  \'oiu  left,  is  the  old  burial  ground  of 
the  Calverts.  , 

Upon  the  headstones  we  find  the  names  of  George  Cal- 
vert, youngest  son  of  Benedict  Calvert,  and  grandson  of 
Cecil  ^Calvert,  -the  sixth  Lord  Baltimore,  and  Rosalie 
Eugenia  Calvert,  daughter  of  Henr\"  Stier,  of  Antwerp, 
Holland,  and  four  small  children,  all  of  whom  died  in  the 
early  part  of  the  c^nturv.  John  Custis,  son  of  diartha 
Washington,  married  dliss  Eleanor  Calvert,  of  diount 
Airy,  Prince  George’s  Count\',  Md.,  a sister  of  George 
Calvert.  • 

After  passing  the  station  and  following  a winding  road 
through  the  meadow  lands,  3^011  come  to  the  Manor-house, 
quite  hidden  from  view  b\'  the  grand  old  oaks  and  elms, 
with  their  thick,  dark  foliage  casting  heav3"  shadows 
upon  the  picturesque  and  ancient-looking  place.  If  these 
grand  old  trees,  the  growth  of  centuries,  could  speak, 
what  tales  the3^  would  tell!  They  have  been  silent  sj^ecta- 
tors  of  man3’  a gay  and  festive  scene  in  this  historic  home. 

-The  elves  in  their  branches  have  peeped  in  at  the  win- 
dows, taking  note  of  man3'  a ga3’  cavalier  in  knee-breeches 
and  powdered  wig,  leading  the  ladies,  arra3'ed  in  the 
quaint  and  beautiful  costumes  of  a centur3’  ago,  through 
the  stately  minuet;  but  whispering  leaves  tell  no  tales, 
and  we  have  onl3’  to  imagine  the  stor3^  the3^  have  ke})t 
through  the  3"ears.  ^ ' 

We  do  know  who  were  some  of  the  friends  of  George 
Calvert.  We  know  that  Henr3’  Cla3'  was  such  a boon 
companion  of  his  that  a room  was  set  apart  for  him,  which 
is  still  known  as  the  Cla3’  room.  When  he  wished  for 
rest,  or  seclusion,  this  was  liis  retreat.  It  is  a large. 
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square  room  looking  out  upon  an  idyllic  view  of  meadow 
land,  dotted  here  and  there  with  broad  old  oaks  surrounded 
by  an  expanse  of  woods  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach;  now 
and  then  can  be  caught  a glimpse  of  a silver  stream, 
winding  its  way  in  and  out;  while  beneath  the  windows 
is  a miniature  lake,  in  the  center  of  which  is  a little  island, 
with  the  remains  of  a rustic  Smnmer  house  upon  it,  gone 
sadly  to  decay.  And  here  sat  Henry  Clay  when  he 
drafted  the  famous  ?^Iissouri  Compromise  Bill. 

The  room  now  looks  bare  and  desolate,  having  been 
dismantled  of  everything  that  once  gave  it  an  air  of  com- 
fort. There  is  a picture  of  Henry  Clay  and  his  home, 
Ashland,  hanging  over  the  mantel;  and  one  solitary 
piece  of  furniture,  an  ancient  wardrobe,  in  which  the}'  say 
the  Sage  of  Ashland  used  to  hang  his  claw-hammer  coat, 
nankeen  vest  and  broadcloth  breeches  after  a day's  hard- 
fought  battle  in  the  Senate  with  Calhoun,  or  Benton,  or 
some  of  the  other  great  political  warriors  of  the  day. 

The  house  was  erected  by  Henry  Stier,  who  was  father 
of  IMrs.  George  Calvert.'  It  is  built  in  the  characteristic 
' 'style  of  many  of  the  homes  of  Southern  gentlemen;  large, 
roomy  and  massive,  surrounded  by  a lawn  of  50  acres 
stretching  out  to  the  north,  giving  }'ou  at  a glance  an 
intimation  of  tiie  hospitality  for  which  they  are  so  noted. 
As  many  as  50  fair  dames  and  chivalrous  cavaliers  have 
been  entertained  under  this  hospitable  roof  after  a night 
of  gay  festivities. 

There  is  a portico  surrounding  the  front  door,  the  roof 
. of  which  is  said  to  be  supported  by  pillars  that  were  orig- 
nally  made  for  the  dome  of  the  Capitol,  but  being  too  short 
were  sold  to  ivlr.  Stier.  The  front  doors  are  of  solid  oak, 
and  in  their  massiveness  are  in  keeping  with  the  archi- 
tectural grandeur  of  the  old  place. 

-The  hall,  or  more  properly  corridor,  is  large  and  spaci- 
ous; one  door  out  of  this  leads  into  the  saloon  and  a door 
at  either  end  leads  into  the  wings  of  the  building.  The 
• saloon  is  a large,  imposing  room.  The  south  side  is 
quite  taken  up  by  high  arched  windows  from  which  the 
eyes  rest  upon  the  same  peaceful  landscape  as  in  the 
Clay  room  above. 
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This  room  is  ornamented  with  fine  wood  carrying  and 
stucco  work,  for  which  the  old  Colonial  times  were  famous. 
A brass-mounted  chandelier  with  the  prism  effects  sought 
to-day  is  suspended  from  the  ceiling.  The  walls  are 
vivid  green.  This  peculiar  characteristic  is  found 
■ throughout  the  house;  one  room  is  pink,  another  deep 
' fawn-color,  another  blue.  ' 

' The  drawing-room  and  the  dining-room,  to  the  east  and 
west,  have  each  marble  mantels,  said  to  have  been  carved 
and  sent  from  Carrara,  Italy. 

The  stairway,  over  which  so  many  of  the  dignitaries  of 
the  country  have  passed,  leads  from  the  west  wing.  The 
casing  is  ornamented  by  a beautiful  arabesque  pattern, 
The  ne.wel-post  and  railing  are  of  solid  mahogany  and 
oak. 

The  steps  are  broad  and  low’,  easy  of  access,  and  w’hen 
you  have  once  made  the  ascent,  you  go  on  and  on,  past 
room  after  room;  and  it  can  easily  be  imagined  how  so 
many  guests  could  be  cared  for.  Some  of  the  rooms,  to 
be  sure,  are  very  limited  in  space,  but  a night  in  one  of 
them  would  be  far  preferable  to  a ride  of  20  or  30  miles, 
after  the  small  hours  had  closed  the  mazes  of  the  dance. 
In  those  days  httle  w’as  thought  of  a horseback  ride  of  20 
miles  to  attend  a ball. 

At  the  end  of  the  west  wdng  is  the  library.  When  I w’as 
there  tw’o  sides  of  the  room  w^ere  occupied  by  mahogany 
bookcases  that  reached  from  the  floor  ,to  the  ceiling. 
Emptied  of  their  contents,  they  w^re  but  in  keeping  with 
the  banquet-hall-deserted  look  of  the  w'hole  place. 

' One  solitary  ornament  still  keeps  vigil;  a marble  bust  of 
- Robert  Burns  looks  down  from  its  lofty  perch  over  the 
door,  and  you  can  imagine  it  saying: 

*"I  bless  and  praise  thy  matchless  might, 

That  I am  here  afore  thy  sight, 

. For  gifts  and  grace, 

. , A burnin'  and  a shinin’  light 

To  a’  this  place.” 

In  one  of  the  chambers  stood  a solitary  piece  of  antique 
furniture,  an  ancient  w'ardrobe  and  dressing-case  com- 
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bined.  It  was  made  of  walnut,  with  mahogany  veneer- 
ing, which  was  cracked,  twisted  and  blistered  by  the  heat 
and  dampness  of  3^ears;  solid  and  cumbersome  in  appear- 
ance, supported  hy  the  heav}^  conventional  legs,  side 
pieces  for  wardrobe  accommodations,  swinging  mirror 
and  candelabra,  and  drawers  underneath. 

The  famih"  safe  is  built  in  the  wall,  guarded  by  a heavy 
iron  plate  door.  There  were  mam*  interesting  relics  laid 
awa}"  therein,  among  v'hich  was  an  autograph  letter  of 
■ George  Calvert  to  the  F ederal  Gazette,  referring  to  a visit 
of  Lafa^'ette  to  Georgetown.  He  was  also  a guest  at  the 
Manor. 

‘ There  was  also  an  autograph  letter  from  Henr\’  Cla\’'  to 
Mr.  Calvert,  in  clear  and  legible  hand.  It  referred  to  the 
bronze  duplicate  of  the  gold  [medal  presented  to  Clav  at 
the  National  Hotel  not  long  before  his  death.  The 
original  was  lost  on  its  wa\^  to  New  York  to  be  recast,  the 
profile  of  the  head  of  Clay  on  one  side  being  imperfect; 
giving  an  added  value  to  the  duplicate. 

The  reverse  side  of  the  duplicate  bronze  bore  this  in- 
scription: . 

‘ ‘'Senate!  Si  I- — Speaker  iSil — AVar  of  1812  vdth  Great 
Britain — Ghent  1814 — Spanish  American  1822 — Mis- 
souri Compromise  1821 — American  S\’stem  1824 — Greece 
1824 — Secretary"  of  State  1825 — Panama  Instructions 
1826 — Tariff  Compromise  1833 — Public  Domain  1833- 
. 1841 — Peace  with  France  Preserved  1835 — Compromise 
1850.”  - 

In  the  surrounding  outhouses  3-011  see  the  fading  foot- 
prints of  a slave  oligarch3-.  The  negro  quarters  are  in  a 
dilapidated,  tumble-down  condition.  A large  tower  rises 
from  the  midst  of  them,  in  which  still  hangs  the  old  bell 
that  called  the  slaves  to  dut3-;  it  has  grown  green  and 
rust3''  with  age  and  idleness,  and  its  tongue  is  palsied  and 
silent  forever. 

Following  a beautiful  winding  road  a half  mile  to  the 
east,  underneath  a network  of  osage  orange,  which  forms 
a hedge  on  either  side  and  a canot)\-  overhead,  3-ou  pass 
what  was  once  the  overseer’s  house,  and  come  to  the  barn, 
a large.  octagon-shaj)ed  structure  with  stalls  arranged 
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around  the  outer  circle,  each  bearing  the  inscription  of' 
“her  ladvvship's”  name.  We  find  that  of  Corinne,  Alberta, 
Jessie,  Columbia,  and  a hundred  and  fifty  others  who 
have  chewed  their  cud  of  contentment  in  this  palatial 
home.  Change  and  desolation  are  written  every  step  of 
the  way.  The  old  barn  is  but  an  index  of  the  i\Ianor- 
house  itself,  which  is  slowly  crumbling  and  going  to  de- 
cay, The  disintegrating  touch  of  time  and  change  has 
left  its  mark  in  this  home  of  the  Calverts. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

THE  HOME  OF  JOEL  BARLOW. 

BEAUTIFUI.  KALORAMA— ROBERT  FULTOX  AND  THOMAS  PAIXE 
'WELCOME  THERE— ITS  FAMOUS  OWNER— OLD  CAPITOL  PRISON, 
ms  MISSION  TO  FRANCE— THE  FRANZONIS. 

A little  more  than  a mile  from  the  President's  House' 
directly  north  from  2ist  street,  used  to  be  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  of  Washington's  suburban  residences,  Kalo- 
rama.  Tlie  house  was  built  earW  in  the  centur}"  (1S05) 
by  Joel  Barlow,  the  well-known  author  of  the  ‘'Columbiad." 

After  you  entered  the  gate  and  passed  the  porter's  lodge, 
every  turn  in  the  winding  roadway  brought  to  your  eyes 
visions  of  beauty,  and  when  you  reached  the  plateau 
upon  which  the  house  stood,  you  fully  comprehended  the 
name  Kalorama — “beautiful  view.."  To  your  right  was 
seen  silent,  restful, Arlington;  to  your  left  the  graceful 
lines  of  theCapitol  were  clean  cut  against  the  eastern  sky. 
At  your  feet  the  Potomac  stretched  and  wound  its  way 
through  the  undulating  hills,  until  it  seemed  a silver 
thread  woven  in  the  landscape. 

Mr.  Barlow,  who  owned  Kalorama,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  1754.  He  was  a graduate  of  Yale  College. 
His  biographer,  Todd,  ranks  him  first  as  a philanthropist, 
second  as  a statesman,  third  as  a philosopher,  and  fourth 
as  a poet.  His  philanthrop\^  creeps  out  in  every  line  of 
his  writings,  in  ever}^  act  of  his  life.  His  letters  to  Wash- 
ington, to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  i\lonroe 
while  abroad  on  the  French  mission,  and  his  Fourth  of 
July  oration  at  Washington,  give  evidence  of  broad  and 
liberal  statesmanship.  His  philosophical  turn  was  most 
apparent  in  his  private  letters  and  intercourse  with  fa- 
miliar friends. 

A charming  mock  pastoral,  written  in  Savoy  at  a time 
when  he  was  called  to  go  there  with  the  Commissioners  of 
the  National  xVssociation,  gives  his  claim  to  true  jioetic 
genius.  In  a little  inn  in  Chambers  the  poem  “Hasty 
Pudding"  had  its  birth. 
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He  was  sent  to  France  as  the  agent  for  the  Scioto  Land 
Coinpam^  and  his  home  was  in  Paris  many  3’ears.  It  was 
during  this  time  that  Robert  Philton.  then  a 3mimg  man, 
made  !Mr.  Barlow's  acquaintance.  A wann  friendship 
sprang  up  between  him  and  the  young  inventor,  and  for 
seven  3^ears  there  was  a room  in  the  poet's  house  and  a 
seat  at  his  fireside  alwa3^s  reserved  for  Fulton.  It  is  said 
the  relation  between  them  was  like  father  and  son. 

It  seems,  from  private  letters,  that  Mr.  Barlow  fur- 
nished the  funds  for  Fulton's  experiments  with  his  tor- 
pedoes, steam  and  navigation  projects  while  abroad, 
also  after  he  came  back  to  America,  as  the  following  letter 
■ will  show.  (“Toot"  was  the  pet  name  for  Fulton): 

“Toot:  Your  reasoning  is  perfectly  right  about  in  ven- 
ations and  the  spirit  of  the  patent  laws,  and  I have  no 
doubt  it  ma3"  be  secured  in  America.  My  project  would 
be  that  3^11  should  pass  directh^  over  to  England;  silent 
and  stead3",  ‘ make  • Chapman  construct  an  engine  12 
inches,  while  3^011  are  building  a boat  of  a proportionate 
size;  make  the  experiments  on  that  scale,  aU  quiet  and 
quick.  If  it  answers,  put  the  machiner3"  on  board  a vessel 
and  go  directh^  to  New  York,  ordering  another  engine  as 
large  as  yon  please,  to  follow  3^011.  Then  secure  3mur 
j)atent  and' begin  3"our  operations,  first  small  and  then 
large.  I think  I will  find  3'ou  the  funds  without  an3^ 
noise  for  the  first  operation  in  England,  and  if  it  promises 
well,  you  will  get  as  man3"  funds  and  friends  in  America 
as  3"ou  want." 

Mr.  Barlow  lived  in  Paris  18  3’ears.  In  all  this  time, 
with  all  his  cares,  his  love  for  his  native  land  did  not 
diminish.  The  completion  of  his  “Columbiad,"  the  prepa- 
ration for  its  illustration,  in  which  Fulton  \Cas  of  great 
assistance,  and  a partnership  in  Fulton's  inventive  enter- 
prises, left  him  few  leisure  moments. 

But  to  return  to  his  beloved  America  was  his  dream. 
At  length,  in  1804,'^he  wrote  home  that  he  was  in  England 
on  his  wav"  to  America,  where  he  arrived  in  the  following 
Ma3*.  But  he  found  great  changes  had  taken  place. 
Ohio,  Tennessee,  Verniont,  and.  Kentuclqv  had  been  ad- 
mitted • into  the  Lmion.  Politics  had  changed.  The 
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Constitution  had  been  adopted  and  had  been  tried  as  by 
fire.  Washington  was  dead. 

Federalism  liad  succeeded  to  the  more  powerful  Re- 
publicanism. The  Republicans  rejoiced  at  Barlow’s 
return,  and  the  Federalists  mourned.  They  could  see 
nothing  good  in  his  Republicanism,  or  in  the  man  who  in 
his  Algerian  mission  alone  had  won  laurels  for  himself  in 
doing  such  service  for  his  suffering  countrymen. 

Soon  after  his  return  he  purchased  the  old  mansion  on 
the  hill,  between  Georgetown  and  the  Capitol,  with  30 
acres  of  land.  He  soon  transformed  it  into  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  country  seats  of  the  time,  and  called  it 
Kalorama. 

Mr.  Barlow  had  a cultivated  taste,  and  wealth  to  in- 
dulge it.  Mr.  Latrobe,  the  architect  of  the  Capitol,  gave 
liim  assistance,  and  Robert  F ulton  lent  his  genius  to  the 
embellishment  of  the  house  and  grounds. 

The  park,  covered  with  forest  trees,  was  Jeft  in  its 
natural  state;  walks,  drives,  flowers,  fountains.  Summer 
houses  were  added  to  enhance  the  beauty  of  the  grounds. 
The  house  was  furnished,  it  is  said,  with  republican 
simplicity,  yet  an  air  of  elegance  pervaded  the  rooms.  In 
the  years  spent  abroad,  they  had  made  a rare  collection 
of  paintings,  curios  and  bric-a-brac,  which  were  distributed 
with  taste  throughout  the  house.  His  library,  especialH, 
w^as'rich  in  rare  and  valuable  books. 

- This  charming  retreat  became  the  Holland  House  of 
America.  The  President,  Jefferson,  and  afterward  Madi- 
son, were  often  there  in  conversation  with  i\Ir.  Barlow, 
and  it  is  well  understood  that  he  helped  largely  to  mold 
the  policy  of  this  Government  towards  France  tlirough 
two  Administrations. 

Congressmen,  foreigners,  authors,  poets,  inventors  and 
men  of  genius  in  every  calling  have  been  entertained' 
beneath  this  roof.  Robert  Fulton  is  said  to  have  con- 
structed his  model  of  the  Clermont  at  Kalorama,  and  it 
v/as  on  Rock  Creek  the  first  experimental  steamer  was 
made  to  ply  the  waters.  This  was  a short  time  before  the 
public  trial  and  successful  sail  up  the  Hudson,  It  was 
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here  also  that  he  tested  his  torpedoes,  and  tried  to  per- 
suade Congress  to  consider  his  navigation  projects. 

Thomas  Paine  was  also  a visitor  at  Kalorama.  It  was 
at  Kalorama  that  3,Ir.  Barlow  finished  his  epic  poem,  the 
"Cohmibiad.”  It  was  a Xational  patriotic  epic,  great  in 
expectations,  but  not  a great  pcem. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  the  year  i8il  America's  rela- 
tions with  France  and  England  were  of  the  gravest  char- 
acter. Aladison  and  his  advisers  at  last  resolved  to  make 
one  more  effort  at  negotiations,  and  it  was  clearly  to  be 
seen  that  the  failure  or  success  of  the  plan  would  depend 
entirely  upon  the  man  chosen  to  carry  it  out.  : 

As  Napoleon  was  France,  he  alone  was  the  man  to  be 
influenced.  In  casting  about,  ]\Iadison  and  his  Cabinet 
chose  Mr.  Barlow  as  the  man  eminently  fitted  for  the 
Embassadorship.  I\Ir.  Barlow  well  understood  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  successfully  carrying  out  such  a 
mission,  and  it  took  a great  deal  of  persuasion  to  induce 
him  to  accept.  He  had  reached  an  age  when  home  and 
home  comforts  were  more  to  him  than  all  the  allurements 
of  high  position;  he  was  also  deeply  engrossed  in  literary 
pursuits;  but,  at  last,  for  his  country's  sake,  he  accepted. 

Kalorama  was  leased,  and  he  hoped  to  come  back  to  it 
and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  its  well-earned  comforts.  His  wife 
and  nephew,  Thomas  Barlow,  and  Miss  Clara  Baldwin, 
Mrs.  Barlow's  half-sister,  accompanied  them.  They 
arrived  in  France  in  September.  It  was  not  an  opportune 
time  for  his  arrival;  Napoleon  had  been  foiled  by  Russia 
in  his  designs  upon  Germany,  and  with  an  army  of  a 
million  men  was  making  preparations  for  the  invasion  of 
. Russia.  The  business  which  might  have  been  brought 
to  a conclusion  in  a few  days  took  years. 

'-Napoleon  requested  Mr.  Barlow  to  meet  him  at  Wilna, 
A year  of  anxious  and  wearisome  labor  had  already  been 
spent  upon  the  treaty  thus  far.  He  reached  Wilna  in 
time  to  learn  of  Napoleon's  defeat  and  of  the  evacuation 
of  iMoscow. 

After  waiting  six  days,  hoping  Napoleon  would  faU 
back  to  Wilna,  he  was  at  length  heard  from.  The  army 
was  in  disgraceful  flight.  Napoleon  had  abandoned  it. 
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and,  ill  disguise,  ivas  hastening  to  Paris.  It  was  very 
evident  the  treaU"  was  lost.  The  part\^  immediately  left 
by  wa}"  of  Cracow,  Vienna  and  Munich  for  Paris. 

Mr.  Barlow  was  taken  violently  ill  on  the  road,  and  was 
compelled  to  stop  at  Zamowdtch.  Eveiw’thing  ivas  done 
for  his  comfort,  but  it  was  too  late;  his  malady  developed 
into  pneumonia,  and  he  sundved  but  a few  da3's.  His 
nephew  had  his  body  embalmed,  with  the  hope  of  having 
it  transported  to  America. 

But  the  Cossacks  were  ravaging  the  countrv^  with  fire 
and  sword;  none  were  exempt.  It  was  impossible  to  bring 
his  bodv'^  awa3",  and  it  was  with  danger  and  difficult3"  that 
Thomas  Barlow  escaped.  His  biographer  sa3's: 

'‘Late  in  the  Autumn  of  1813  Airs.  Barlow  and  her  sister, 
accompanied  b3^  Thomas  Barlow  and  the  3^oung  French 
lad3"  he  had  married,  returned  to  xAmerica  and  took  up 
their  residence  at  Kalorama.  Here,  in  quiet  and  seclu- 
sion, the  bereaved  lady  spent  the  remaining  3^ears  of  her 
eventful  life,  and  died  in  1818,  greatly  rev’ered  for  her 
amiable  character  and  deeds  of  charit3^'' 

Air.  Barlow  had  a niece  who  married  an  Army  officer, 
whose  moral  status  was  not  sufficient  to  even  secure  his 
name  for  posterit3".  While  on  the  frontier  his  wife  was 
carried  off  by  the  Indians.  Fie  did  not  deem  it  important 
to  go  in  pursuit  of  her,  but  Lieut.  Bomford  organized  a 
force  and  prosecuted  the  search.  He  found  her,  and,  after 
she  had  procured  a divorce  from  her  Husband,  married 
her. 

Air.  Barlow,  while  on  a mission  to  Algiers,  drew  up  his 
will,  bequeathing  everything  he  owned  to  his  wife,  to  dis- 
pose of  between  the  relatives  on  both  sides.  Kalorama 
was  bequeathed  to  Airs.  Bomford,  who  lived  there  many 
years.  Previous  to  this.  Commodore  Decatur,  after  he 
was  appointed  Navy  Commissioner,  made  his  residence 
at  Kalorama. 

In  1820,  after  the  duel  of  Decatur  and  Barron,  the  re- 
mains of  the  Commodore  were  first  deposited  in  the  family 
vault  at  Kalorama  b3^  invitation  of  Col..  Bomford.  After- 
wards Decatur’s  remains  were  removed  to  Philadelphia. 
In  after  3’ears  Airs.  Decatur  Hved  again  at  Kalorama  and 
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made  it  famous  for  the  elegant  entertainments  given 
there.  She  survived  her  husband  about  40  years,  and 
died  in  Georgetown  in  i860. 

Mr.  Barlow  loved  his  country  and  gave  his  life  for  Her 
good.  His  verse  first  gave  American  poetry  a standing 
abroad,  and  his  prose  writing  contributed  largely  to  the 
triumph  of  Republicanism  in  1800.  The  steamboat  had 
him  for  a godfather;  and,  it  is  ver\^  probable,  could  he  have 
carried  out  his  scheme  of  a iSational  University,  that  art, 
science  and  literature  would  stand  on  a different  footing 
from  that  occupied  by  them  to-day. 

But  no  historian  has  touched  upon  or  recognized  the 
talent  and  public  services  of  Joel  Barlow.  He  was  a 
sturd}^  Republican,  with  a strong  hatred  for  ever3'thing 
that  would  degrade  man.  His  interest  in  the  industrial 
progress  of  his  country  was  unbounded.  In  private  life 
he  vras  highly  esteemed;  in  his  famil}^  he  was  alwa}^s  the 
loving,  kind  and  thoughtful  husband. 

But  his  countiy  accepted  his  services  and  left  his  bones 
to  moulder  unmarked  on  the  bleak  Polish  wastes  wdicre  he 
fell,  and  took  no  action  toward  perpetuating  his  memory. 
Wifely  love  supplied  the  omission,  and  erected  a monu- 
ment over  Ills  grave. 

* i}! 

During  the  war,  beautiful  Kalorama  was  used  as  a 
smallpox  hospital.  • - This  historic  home  was  afterward 
owned  by  a famil}^  by  the  name  of  Lovett,  and  the  mansion 
has  been  much  improved.  The  vicissitudes  of  time  have 
wrought  many  changes  in  this  old  home,  and  uow  we 
hear  it  is  for  sale.  I suppose  some  fine  morning  we  shall 
look,  for  Kalorama  and  find  it  not.  Civilization  makes 
rapid  strides.  In  place  of  undulating  hills  and  dales, 
grateful  forest  shade  and  winding  drives,  we  shall  find 
the  woodman's*  ax  has  felled  the  trees,  the  pick  and 
shovel  iiave  levelled  the  hills,  the  shaded  driveway  that 
calls  to  memory  the  names  of  heroes  and  men  famous  in 
our  country's  history  who  have  passed  under  those  his- 
toric trees,  will  have  to  give  way  to  broad  avenues  and 
architectural  monstrosities  which  are  an  abomination  to 


•jj.'ioraiH 


\ !:l 


7 Mr: 


:1y>£  ?■ 

r:':;^:  ' v'sin 

7:"*'7r 

\.PPJ\fiA' 

,■'  ' . . r ■'.  ' . • T ■'■■ 

■'7  ' " ■" 

o: 

viopu  ' . 

: -- 

- • 7. 

by;  ■ ■'  .7 

7 77x0 : 

>•  I ■ ■ y-  ' . 

.•■■■:•:;  . ■,  !/ 

*•  ■.■•'■ 

'-i r,'! 

. . ■ -'in  7;  irop  _ • • ^7 

■ .i . . ■ 

■ <J 

-*'fr  «v' ^••iu  '-i  ■ '■' y /oy* 

■ 7 m iimSf  pA^fjxr?  ^i-.'',  ^ :r„ ' ■ „ 

ofij  b^:v/f’ , 

7,-.:. 

1r  , r ■ ■ ; ; ; . . , m- - 

. . xJ-, 


■'  >L 

■ 'y/rf.Pi  /Itiv-  - ' 


■'j  i'<y] 


-.72 


/.U  r/  v'l ' 

’ ■' ii;  f 


> rx.  y 

.'  'X 


' ' . *•-..  . ...  . , ^ . ^ . . . 

p: ■:■•■.!  : iri  JxjI  5-  ,::m  ^:Prryya  :J,  pt:-rn^.nprlP: 


7:. 


i/ni 


':^ ;'  V 


vr.v  .•!.:;]./[>; 


. xi'-v  7 ail£'7\7;-fvy  ^ x :"ryy: 

r.  i Pr  . hftM  y^'i.isairj'O  .•■x'  , 


vr.  1.7  ■: 


7 or 

: 7/ 

f 


' 1'-  tr?x; ' ; ■■ : ■ .y .'  iir  • a(TToH  ohoi^Ul 

■ ■[■•■.;■,<  7i;;  ■);:jI  o->' o - J lo* 

j.'iy;  7^  7.j..v;'Xoc.c:;'>r4. 

■,.•■'  ■ ■ y-  ju ’■  , ,omo'i  i/(o  '.ir,? 

7 7’  . ^}W  ■'^;u:ru  ’y^  ■ ; '.  $moa^^  r 

i':Oih:\:L'riJ  "7lOXI  li,  * ■ 

rx  .,:yr-r ; -ynii  yihxiv,  V 

:fe-7  '.  ■ ■■■  - .'■  it  :;.‘n'J  Uj:;  f ■ X;id  '] 

■Ijs  o '•..7':"'  • fx-7'  ijiU'  ,: '.  .7  j-l‘-  : '7:^  - x,,? 


:iwM 


d ^ 


rrry . 


I .:« 


' iJ  ;?U  ; M 

U ■'  7 


1(>  /S'  f 


y'di 


r:  ' /:  , 

,M-1>  ;-s 


■>T_..:  ^ -c?r7  "■  ■ -•; 

■ : . ■■  - o::  / .:'7  jJaf 


7v'i77;or!7 


.7SS: 


f. 


Jits 


HOME  OF  JOEL  BARLOV7, 


275 


the  sight  and  to  the  sense;  and  this  is — civilization.  Will 
there  come  a time  in  this  country  when  the  very  stones  of 
these  old  buildings  will  be  held  sacred  because  other 
hands  laid  them;  when  men  will  say,  "Touch  not;  our 
fathers  built  this”;  when  the  glory  of  a building  will  be  its 
age,  and  a deep  sense  of  reverence  and  sympathy  and 
mysterious  adoration  'will  possess  us;  because  the  walls 
have  long  been  washed  by  the  passing  waves  of  humanity? 

Many  historic  houses  have  been  razed  to  the  ground  to 
make  room  for  the  new  National  Library  Building,  east  of 
the  Capitol 

Among  these  was  a row  of  houses  on  First  street  east, 
and  facing  the  Capitol,  called  Duff  Green  Row.  After 
the  war  the  houses  were  remodeled  and  were  known  as 
Carroll  Row,  taking  the  name  from  Daniel  Carroll,  to 
whom  the  property  originally  belonged. 

This  row  of  five  houses  was  originally  a hotel.  It  was 
erected  early  during  the  present  centur3^,  and  was  then 
called  Nick  Queen's  Hotel;  all  except  one  house,  at  the 
corner,  in  which  lived  for  man\^  \'ears  Dr.  James  E\vell. 
It  was  afterward  occupied  by  Duff  Green  as  a printing 
establishment. 

' Ex-Senator  Simon  Cameron,  when  a young  man, 
worked  there  as  a printer,  and  from  there  was  issued  the 
United  States  Telegraph.  This  must  not  be  mistaken 
for  the  Indian  Queen  Hotel  that  was  kept  by  Jesse  Broum 
on  Penns\dvania  avenue  where  the  Aletropolitan  now 
stands.  There  was  a da\’  when  Queen's  Hotel  was  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  city.  At  that  lime  Capitol  Hill  was  the 
fashionable  part  of  AVashington;  most  of  the  members 
lived  there.  Those  who  did  not  found  quarters  in  George- 
town. 

The  aristocratic  AATst  End  was  a swamp,  where  frogs 
held  their  matinees  and  owls  kept  nigh%  vigils. 

During  the  War  of  1812,  when  the  Capitol  was  burned 
by  the  British,  tliey  brought  their  wounded  soldiers  from 
Bladensburg  and  occupied  the  house  of  Dr.  Ewell  as  a 
hospital.  Dr.  Ewell  and  the  British  surgeons  aitecuUng 
the  wounded. 
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Another  ]iouse  of  historic  interest,  which  has  vanished 
in  the  inarch  of  improvements,  is  that  of  the  old  artist, 
Giiiseppe  Franzoni,  which  stood  on  Penns3dvania  avenue 
east,  and  came  into  the  Librar\^  Square. 

This  house  was  unpreLending  in  size  and  architectural 
beauhq  but  as  the  home  of  Franzoni  there  circles  around 
it  an  interest  which  man\^  more  imposing  structures  do 
not  possess. 

When  the  seat  of  Government  was  removed  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Washington,  it  was  desirable  that  the  new 
Capitol  should  be  adorned  with  works  of  art.  Tliis  new 
child  of  the  world  had  no  artists  of  her  own,  and  Congress 
sent  to  Iiah'  for  the  be*st  sculptor  there  known,  to  come  to 
this  country’  and  underta.ke  the  work.  Franzoni  was 
considered  equal  to  the  great  Canova,  and  was  then  em- 
}ilo\’ed  in  the  palace  of  the  Grand  Dul^e  of  Tuscan^’,  whose 
near  relative  he  was. 

It  took  long  and  earnest  persuasion  to  get  his  consent 
to  come  to  America;  but  with  the  promise  of  a large  salary, 
the  expenses  of  himself  and  famiW  paid,  no  matter  how 
large,  whenever  he  wished  to  return  to  his  native  land,  he 
consented  to  accept  the  proposition.  He  arrived  in  this 
countn.^  in  the  }:ear  i(Sc6  or  1807,  accompanied  b}"  his 
wife,  a beautiful  Italian  girl,  onW  15  3'^ears  old. 

Imagine  the  transition  from  beautiful  Florence,  with 
its  balm}^  air  and  cloudless  skies;  from  the  shadows  of  the 
grand  old  dtiomo  St.  i^.hchael  and  Donnetallois,  St.  Guigo, 
* which  his  master  said  needed  only  speech;  from  an  atmo- 
sphere in  which  was  reared  a Michael  Angelo,  a Raphael, 
a Leonardo  da  Vinci,  or  a Ghiberti — we  say,  imagine  the 
change  to  this  cit}^  which  was  nearH  a wilderness;  the 
houses  few  and  scattering,  not  one  between  the  ''Queen's 
Hotel,"  on  Penns^'lvania  avenue,  and  the  Capitol;  mudd>" 
streets,  no  sidewalks.  But — we  had  an  artist. 

IMr.  Franzoni  soon  tired  of  walkir.g  through  such  a 
wilderness.  Silk  slockingrs  and  knee  breeches  were  not 
in  keeping  with  a tramp  like  this  to  the  Capitol;  therefore, 
he  made  a purchase  of  the  house  mentioned,  the  best  to  be 
had  at  that  time. 

The  President,  Thomas  Jefferson,  vras  a warm  friend 
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of  Franzoni,  and  tlie  sculptor  was  his  regular  Sunday 
guest  at  dinner. 

Mr.  Franzoni  lived  only  lO  years  after  coming  to  this 
country.  The  severity  of  the  climate  was  too  great.  He 
never  saw  again  his  beautiful  home,  Florence,  lie  died, 
leaving  a widow  and  six  children.  The  children  were  all 
V born  in  this  country,  and  after  their  father’s  death  had  no 
• desire  to  return  to  Italy. 

When  the  Capitol  was  burned  by  the  British  in  1814, 
all  of  the  beautiful  works  executed  Iw’  his  hand  were  de- 
stroyed. ^ . 

After  Guiseppe's  death,  effort  was  made  again  to  secure 
another  Italian  sculptor.  The  Government  was  success- 
■ fill  in  getting  Carlos  Franzoni  and  his  friend,  Jardella,  to 
come  to  this  countr\v  Jardella  married  the  widow  of 
Guiseppe.  The3^  came  here  in  1816.  Carlos  lived  only 
four  3^ears,  and  was  but  33  vrhen  he  died.  He  has  left 
some  examples  of  true  art  that  surpass  an3dhing  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government.  One  of  these  is  the  beauti- 
ful clock  over  the  entrance  to  tlie  old  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, now  Statuar3^  Hall. 

It  represents  History-  riding  on  the  car  of  time,  making 
a record  as  she  goes.  The  dial  of  the  clock  is  the  wheel  of 
the  car.  Tliis  fine  work  of  art  has  received  the  admira- 
tion of  Webster,  Cla33  Preston,  and  all  the  brilliant  minds 
‘that  have  adorned  this  Nation.  This,  like  true  histor33 
is  entering  upon  her  record  the  names  of  great  men  as  she 
passes  in  her  car  of  time. , ^ . 

John  0uinc3"  Adams,  just  before  his  sudden  death,  in 
this  hall,  wrote  his  name  to  a poetical  address  to  this  muse 
of  histor33  commencing: 


‘'Come  down,  thou  marble  figure,  upon  the  floor. 

And  take  down  the  name  of  each  candidate  for  fame.” 


Credit  has  been  given  to  Guiseppe  Franzoni  for  this  as 
the  onH  specimen  of  his  work  remaining  after  the  fire; 
but  he  died  before  D.ny  of  his  children  were  lO  years  old, 
and  his  daughter,  Lavinia,  tlien  a 3’oung  ladv.  sat 


as  a 


model  lor  her  uncle,  lor  the  face  and  arm  in  this  figure; 
besides,  the  name  of  Carlos  appears  on  the  clock. 
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Carlos  built  him  a house  on  Four-and-a-half  street, 
opposite  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Over  the  door  and 
windows,  until  a few  years  ago,  could  be  seen  mythologic 
figures  of  i\Iercury,  Bacchus,  and  others  which  he  exe- 
cuted at  his  leisure. 

He  also  imjx)rted  two  Carrara  marble  mantels  from  Italy 
for  his  house,  but  Commodore  Blasdon  persuaded  him  to 
sell  them  to  the  Government  for  the  Senate  Chamber  of 
the  Capitol,  and  they  are  still  in  the  Supreme  Court  room. 

Dr.  Franzoni  has  a magnificent  portrait  of  his  grand- 
father, Carlos  Franzoni,  painted  by  the  great  Bonani. 
The  famih'  have  been  offered  a fabulous  price  for  it  by  the 
New  York  liistorical  Society. 

In  the  old  Supreme  Court  room,  near  the  Law  Library, 
is  a bas-relief,  a part  of  which  is  from  the  same  master 
hand,  the  Goddess  of  Justice  holding  the  scales.  On  the 
left  is  a youth.  Fame,  bearing  in  his  hand  a scroll  upon 
which  is  inscribed  the  Constitution.  The  inferiority  of 
this  figure  in  comparison  with  the  figure  of  Justice,  at 
once  sets  one  to  studying  the  cause  of  the  discrepancy  in 
the  workmanship. 

We  are  informed  b\^  his  grandson,  now  living,  that  the 
Franzoni  heirs  never  came  into  possession  of  any  of  the 
drawings  or  models  left  at  the  death  of  Carlos.  One 
solution  of  the  difficulty  may  be  that  an  inferior  artist  was 
put  on  the  work  to  finish  the  bas-relief.  It  is  certainh^  a 
libel  on  the  name  of  Franzoni  to  attribute  the  whole 
work  to  him. 

There  is  yet  another  bit  of  work  from  the  great  master’s 
hand  in  the  National  architecture  found  in  the  pillars  at 
the  foot ‘of  the  stairway  of  the  old  Senate  Chamber,  now 
used  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

These  were  executed  b\’  Franzoni  from  a suggestion  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  that  some  design  should  be  made  that 
would  be  enthely  American.  The  columns  of  cornstalks, 
the  capitals  of  the  full  corn  in  the  ear  were  the  result.  No 
Corinthian  or  Doric  columns  are  more  exquisitety  beauti- 
ful. 

What  use  was  made  of  the  drawings  and  models  left 
only  the  architect  of  the  Capitol  knows. 
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CHAPTER  XX\T. 


HOMES  OF  LITERARY  WOMEN— LITERARY  CLUBS. 

THE  “SHV’EX  BUn^DIXGS,”  THE  FOHMER  RESIDENCE'S  OF  PR03HNENT 
MEN— WHEN  THE  BRITISH  BURNED  THE  CAPITOI^GQ'TED 
MARY  CLEMMER— HOME  OF  “OLATA”— THE  HOME  OF  MRS. 
SOUTHWORTH— A CHECKERED  ITFE— THE  AUTHOR  OF  “LITTLE 
LORD  FAUNTLEROY”— WASHINGTON  CLUBS  AND  SOCIETIES. 

Among  the  earlier  houses  erected  in  the  District  was 
the  row  built  on  the  north  side  of  Penns3dvania  avenue 
between  19th  and  20th  streets,  known  as  the  ‘'Seven 
Buildings.”  , ' 

The  house  on  the  corner  of  Penns\dvania  avenue  and 
19th  street  was  occupied  by  Elbridge  Gerr^^  - while  he 
was  Vice-President  and  James  iMonroe  President.  He 
was  elected  in  1812,  and  died  suddenly,  in  the  second 
year  of  Iris  term.  - ^ 

The  venerable  Mrs.  Townsend,  who  died  in  Boston  some 
years  ago,  at  the  age  of  92,  was  his  daughter  and  the 
mother  of  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend,  the  late  able  and  en- 
'ergetic  Adjutant-General  of  the  Ann}^ 

After  the  White  House  was  destro3’ed  b3'  the  British, 
this  was  the  house  into  which  President  and  Mrs.  A Ion  roe 
moved  after  leaving  the  “Octagon  House.”  The3’  re- 
mained until  the  White  House  was  rebuilt.  It  had  also 
been  used,  in  the  interim,  for  the  United  States  Treasury. 
Mr.  a Chief  Clerk  of  the  Pa3miaster-Generahs  Office, 
occupied  the  house  next  door.,  John  Quincy  Adams 
and  Air.  Fry  had  married  the  daughters  of  Gov.  Thomas 
Johnson,  of  Alai^dand. 

Gov.  Johnson  was  born  in  Calvert  Count3^  Alaiwdand. 
He  was  a delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress  from 
that  State,  but  resigned  from  that  body  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  troops,  of  which  he  was  to  talce  command, 
to  go  to  the  rescue  of  his  warm  friend,  Gen.  George 
AV'ashington.  ^ • 
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It  was  he  who  proposed  the  name  of  Washington  as 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army.  He  was  ^Mar}'- 
land*s  first  Republican  Governor  and  was  also  one  of 
the  Commissioners  for  laying  out  the  City  of  Washington. 

It  is  said  that  John  Adams,  second  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  once  asked  how  it  was  that  so  many 
Southern  men  were  in  the  war.  He  Replied: 

"If  it  had  not  been  for  such  men  as  Richard'  Henry 
Lee,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Samuel  Chase  and  Thomas 
Johnson,  there- would  never  have  been  any  Revolution,'’ — 
in  other  words,  there  would  have  been  no  United  States. 

xUfter  Air.  Fry  removed  from  this  house,  it  was  pur- 
chased by  Brook  i^dackall,  esq.  His  wife  was  jMiss  Gun- 
nell, an  aunt  of  the  accomplished  and  genial  iMedical 
Director,  F.  3,1.  Gunnell,  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

The  third  and  fourth  houses  were  owned  by  Joseph 
Forrest.  He  married  a Miss  Dulaney,  of  Suter’s  Hill, 
near  Alexandria.  He  occupied  one  of  the  houses,  and 
his  brother-in-law.  Commodore  Bladen  Dulaney,  of 
the,  Na\w,  the  other. 

After  his  death,  in  the  distribution  of  the  estate,  these 
houses  came  into  the  hands  of  the  late  Commodore  French 
Forrest,  who  lived  in  the  third  house  from  the  corner, 
until  about  three  years  before  the  war  broke  out.  He 
then  removed  to  his  country  seat,  "Claremont.” 

Commodore  Forrest,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
resigned  his  commission  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
which  he  had  held  52  years.  He  was  a gallant  officer 
.in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  in  the  naval  engagement 
with  Commodore  Perry  on  Lake  Erie,  and  also  fought 
valiantly  in  the  Mexican  War. 

'\Vhen  Virginia  seceded  he  joined  her  fortunes  and 
was  made  an  Admiral  in  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  the  District,  to  find 
his  property  confiscated  by  the  Government.  It  was 
purchased  by  Hon.  Alfred  Ely,  formerly  a member  of 
Congress  from  New  York,  who  was  captured  and  carried 
to  Richmond,  where  he  remained  prisoner  until  he  was 
exchanged,  bt’  special  arrangement,  for  the  Hon. 
Charles  Faulkner,  our  former  Minister  to  France,  who 
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had  been  arrested  in  Xew  York  upon  his  arrival  from 
Europe,  for  being  a rebel. 

‘The  Commodore  died  in  Georgetown  in  1866.  After  his 
death  his  son.  Rev.  Douglas  Forrest,  D.  D.,  brought 
action  in  the  United  States  Court  for  the  possession  of 
the  property,  which  he  recovered  after  a long  and  tedious 
suit.  . • • 

In  1834  the  Vice-President,  Martin  Van  Buren,  the 
Charge  d 'Affairs  of  the  Xetherlands,  and  the  First  Auditor 
of  the  Treasur}^,  lived  in  the  “Seven  Buildings.’'  The 
Secretary  of  VCar,  at  the  same  time,  lived  directly  oppo- 
site. 

These  are  some  of  the  past  glories  of  the.  “Seven  Build- 
ings,” built  in  the  morning  of  the.citj^’s  growth,  when 
the  West  End  was  a swamp,  when  horses  were  stalled 
on  Penns^dvania  avenue  and  pedestrians  sank  in  the 
“slough  of  despond.”  In  those  days  Washington  was  a 
provincial  town,  and  yet  heroic  men  and  women  walked 
its  streets  and  gathered  around  the  home  fireside,  wdiose 

lives  are  the  history  of  the  City  and  Nation  as  well. 

‘ ❖ ^ 

^jfWhen  Gen.  Cockburn  made  his  raid  upon  Washington, 
Aug.  4,  1814,  only  two  wings  of  the  Capitol  were  finished. 
Here  Congress  had  held  its  sessions  since  Feb.  27,  1801. 

It  ma}^  hot  be  generally  known  that  the  flight 
of  Mahomet,  John  Gilpin  and  the  fight  at  Bladensburg 
all  occurred  Aug.  24.  It  is  a well-known  fact  that  after 
the  battle  of  Bladensburg  Congress  was  without  a home. 

The  wings  of  the  Capitol,  the  President’s  ?vIansion, 
a few  public  buildings  scattered  here  and  there,  a score 
or  so  of  private  dwellings  stranded  among  the  marshes^ 
spreading  from  Greenleaf’s  Point  to  Georgetown,  over 
several  miles  and  along  the  river  banks,_  constituted 
the  main  attractions  of  the  infant  metro})olis  that  drew 
the  British  firebrand. 

After  the  destruction  of  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
William  Lawg  Daniel  Carroll  and  others  began  the  build- 
ing of  a new  edifice  for  the  temporary  accommodation 
of  Congress,  which  was  completed  Dec.  4,  1815. 

^ The  building  cost  $.^o,ooo,  85,000  of  wdiich  liad  been 
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expended  on'  furniture.  Congress  paid  the  builders 
§5,000  in  money  and  a rental  of  §1,650  per  annum,  with 
cost  of  insurance. 

The  Niles  Register  said:  "The  spot  where  this  large, 
commodious  building  was  erected  was  a garden  on  the 
4th  of  July  last.  The  bricks  of  which  it  is  built  were 
clay,  and  the  timber  used  in  its  construction  was  grow- 
ing in  the  woods  that  day.” 

Mrs.  Seaton,  in  a letter  to  her  mother,  written  Novem- 
ber, 1815,  says:  "About  fifty  members  have  arrived 

and  marked  their  seats  in  the  new  building  on  Capitol 
Hill,  erected  by  Law,  Carroll  and  others,  who  wished 
to  advance  the  price  of  their  property.” 

It  w^as  in  front  of  this  building  James  Monroe  was 
inaugurated  President,  March  4,  1817,  with  brilliant 
ceremonies. 

.After  the  Capitol  vv’as  in  condition  to  receive  Congress, 
this  house  emerged  into  a fashionable  boarding  house. 
It  was  in  this  house  that  John  C.  Calhoun  died,  while 
representing  South  Carolina  as  a Senator.  Here  the 
sculptor  Luigi  Persico  occupied  a room  for  a studio. 
Here,  in  plaster,  was  the  group  which  now  occupies  a 
place  in  the  main  entrance  to  the  rotrmda,  that  of  Colum- 
bus holding  in  his  hand  the  new  world.  Some  wag 
has  described  Columbus  in  this  piece  as  playing  ten- 
pins with  George  Washington,  whose  seated  statue 
occupies ' a place  in  the  ground  in  front.  This  building 
was  afterwards  Old  Capitol  Prison. 

THE  HOME  OF  DR.  WM.  THORNTON— THE  HOME  OP 
DR.  THOMAS  MILLER. 

An  historic  home  that  is  well  remembered,  and  one 
that  has  been  the  rallying  point  of  many  dignitaries 
and  of  some  of  the  aristocrac}^  of  the  old  regime,  is  the 
house  that  was  originally  246,  old  number,  or  1331,  new 
nmnber,  F street.  This  year  the  house  has  been  razed 
and  another  building  has  been  placed  upon  the  site. 

The  original  house  was  built  by  Samuel  Blodgett, 
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and  occupied  by  Dr.  William  Thoniton,  first  Commissioner 
of  Patents.  After  his  death  the  house  was  purchased 
by  Dr.  Thomas  Wilier,  who  leased  it  to  Secretary  Charles 
Conrad,  who  married  Miss  Lewis,  daughter  of  Nellie 
Custis.  ^Ir.  and  ^Irs.  Conrad  lie  buried  at  Mount  Ver- 
non. It  was  next  occupied  by  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  of 
Delaware;  then  Hon.  James  Buchanan  lived  here, 
and  was  followed  b^^  the  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  and 
James  Guthrie  when  Secretar}"  of  the  Treasury  lived 
under  this  historic  roof. 

There  was  a large  flower  garden  at  the  rear  and  sides 
of  the  house,  which,  was  kept  under  high  cultivation. 

Dr.  IMiller  built  an  addition  to  the  house  on  the  east 
lot,  which  made  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  houses  in 
the  city  for  entertaining.  This  addition  contained  a large 
ball  room^  reception  rooms  and  accessories. 

When  James  Guthrie  was  retired,  Dr.  Miller,  who  could 
well  be  termed  the  Court  Physician  of  Washington,  moved 
in,  ^closed  the  doors,  and  rented  the  addition  to  Robert 
Toombs.  !Miss  Sallie  Toombs  was  married  from  this 
house,  and  it  was  also  the  headquarters  for  the  con- 
genial, big-brained  Alexander  H.  Stevens. 

- 'But  few  houses  in  this  city  have  been  immortalized  by 
so  many  noted  men  and  women,  and  more's  the  pit}-  that 
these  landmarks  must  give  way  to  the  march  of  improve- 
ments and  so-called  civilization. 

It  is  only  arresting  history  by  photographing  the 
memories  oi  those  left,  and  through  the  mind's  e3^e 
vralk  the  stateW  corridors  of  these  homes  and  people 
them  for  the  time  with  those  who  lived  in  them  for  their 
da}^  and  have  passed  over,  leaving  their  story  for  lov- 
ing hearts  to  record. 

. Dr.  jMiller,  though  not  an  original  secessionist,  was 
a Virginian  b\'  birth  and  association,  and  wlien  war 
was  finally  declared  his  whole  lieart  and  s\nnpath\"  went 
out  for  his  people.  Dr.  Miller  closed  his  eves  on  the 
world  in  this  home,  and  was  carried  from  it  and  was 
buried  in  the  old  church-yard  at  Rock  Creek. 

The  fatiier  of  Mrs.  Doctor  sliller  was  Gen.  Walter  . 
Jones.  He  was  IMajor-General  of  the  District  Milithi, 
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and  one  of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  of  that  day.  He 
was  retained  in  all  the  great  cases  of  the  time,  such  as 
the  Girard  case,  the  Gaines  case,  the  Dermott  case,  the 
Baltimore  and  Oliio,  etc.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of 
Judge  Charles  Lee,  brother  of  “Light  Horse  Harry,”  and 
tlirough  her  mother  granddaughter  of  Richard  Llenry  Lee, 

Gen.  Jones  headed  the  command  that  received  Gen. 
Lafayette  in  1825,  and  was  his  escort  to  Aiount  Vernon. 
His  home  was  on  Pennsylvania  avenue  between  lith 
and  12th  streets,  north  side.  He  occupied  the  whole 
'square  from  the  Star  Building  to  the  Raleigh.  The 
house  proper  was  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  square. 

Above  the  Star  Building,  on  iith  srreet,  was  a small 
house  he  owned,  vrhich  was  given  to  an  English  tvoman, 
j\Irs.  Brush,  for  services  she  rendered  when  the  British 
burned  Washington  in  1814.  B\"  her  efforts  qnd  inter- 

position the  Intelligencer  office  was  saved,  and  during  her 
life  this  office  furnished  her  in  bread. 

It  is  one  generation  touching  hands  with  another  that 
holds  the  chain  of  evidence  unbroken  of  the  men  and  wo- 
men who  peopled  these  homes  and  have  left  the  im- 
print of  their  noble  lives  upon  their  children  and  upon 
a higher  civilization. 

The  last  days  of  Gen.  Walter  Jones  were  spent  with 
his  daughter  .and  son  in  the  F street  house,  and  his 
funeral  was  from  this  home.  Gen.  Scott,  Judges  Mor- 
sell  and  Dunlap  and  Wr.  Corcoran  were  among  the  pall- 
bearers. 

His  daughters,  Mrs.  Stirling  Murra}^  who  lives  in  Vir- 
ginia, Aliss  Virginia  iMiller,  and  Airs.  Arthur  Fendall,  are 
well  known  and  are  keeping  up  the  traditions  of  this 
farnil}^  and  the  old  AVashington  regime  in  deeds  of 
patriotism,  works  of  cliarity  and  the  higher  welfare  of 
the  community  in  which  they  liv^e 

THE  FORREST  AND  KEARNEY  HOMES. 

Among  the  first  houses  built  in  the  new  District  ot 
Columbia  v:as  the  residence  ot  Richard  Forrest,  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  F and  I4lh  streets,  now  covered 
b}^  the  Ebbitt  House. 
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' Mr.  Forrest  came  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  this 
coimtr\\  His  ancestor  and  Cant.  John  Smdth  sailed 
up  the  James  River  and  landed  together  at  Jamestown. 
The  famih'  afterwards  settled  in  St.  Alary's  Count}^ 
Alaiyland,  and  three  brothers  were  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Uriah,  as  we  have  told  elsewhere,  was  Colonel  in  the 
Alar^dand  Line.  Richard’s  father,  Zachariah  Forrest, 
was  Captain  of  the  lower  battalion  of  Alaiwdand. 

Richard  Forrest  married  a daughter  of  David -Cran- 
ford, of  Prince  George’s  County.  This  gentleman  built 
the  house  on  F and  14th  street  for  his  daughter. 

Richard  Forrest  occupied  a position  in  the  State  De- 
partment for  30  years,  and  died  in  this  house. 

A friend  and  fellow-countryman  of  David  Burns  was 
George  AValker,  a Scotchman,  who  settled  in  Philadelphia, 
and  was  one  of  the  merchant  princes  after  the  Revolu- 
tion. It  was  probably  a.t  the  solicitation  of  David  Burns 
that  out  of  his  ample  means  he  bought  large*  tracts  of 
land  on  the  Potomac,  and  thus  became  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  the  District.  Here  he  met  his  wife,  Alartha 
Cranford,  the  daughter  of  David  Cranford,  of  Scotch 
descent  also. 

'I'hey  settled  in  a house  in  Carrollsbiirg  (now  Capitol 
Hill).  Airs.*  Walker  lived  but  one  year  after  her  marriage, 
and  Air.  Walker  became  involved  in  controversies  with 
the  District  Commissioners.  Feeling  great  injustice  was 
done  him  in  the  division  of  his  lots,  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, he  returned  to  liis  native  land  and  soon  died. 

Until  yery  recently  many  valuable  lots  were  assessed 
in  the  name  of  George  Walker,  and  not  until  a com- 
missioner was  sent  to  Scotland  and  his  heirs  found  were 
the  titles  perfected. 

The  great  niece  of  Airs.  George  "Walker,  and  the  grand- 
daughter of  Airs.  Richard  Forrest,  Airs.  Kate  Kearney 
Henry,  of  Washington,  has  in  her  posses.sion  very  beauti- 
ful jewelry  which  George  AValker  presented  to  his  bride. 

Another  prominent  residence,  built  in  iSoo,  wliich  stood 
on  ihe  corner  of  F and  1 4 ih  streets  northwest,  was  that  of 
the  Kearney  famihr.  ^ 

The  father  of  the  Kearney  brothers  was-  an  Irislunan, 
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and  came  to  this  country  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century, 
bringing  his  wife  and  three  sons.  He  was  an  architect, 
and  died  in  South  Carolina,  where  he  had  gone  to  de- 
sign a public  building.  His  famiH  moved  to  Washington, 
and  the  three  sons  entered  the  U.  S.  service. 

James  Kearney  died  in  i860,  a Colonel  of  Engineers, 
U.  S.  A.;  Robert  lost  his  life  at  sea,  a Surgeon  in  the 
U.  S.  N.,  and  John  P.  Kearne}^,  also  a Surgeon  in  the 
U.  S.  N.,  after  serving  his  coimtr^"  for  nearly  forty  3’ears 
and  participating  in  three  wars,  died  in  Mexico  in  1847. 

This  house  and  grounds  was  purchased  b^^  the  Willards 
when  the^’  extended  the  hotel  to  F street. 

These  records  of  the  •founders  of  this  cit3^  the  part 
the3'  bore  through  the  centim"  in  defence  of  their  countr3" 
and  in  its  histoiy  making,  while  the  landmarks  of  their 
homes  ma3^  be  swept*  awa3^,  their  memories  will  live  as 
long  as  descendants  carr3'  them  in  their  hearts,  and  then 
the3^  will  be  perpetuated  in'  history  b3^  a grateful  people. 

a#  a#  a* 

n*  -4'  -T*  '1' 

Capitol ' Hill,  since  the  rough  career  of  Annie  Ro3^al, 
has  not  been  without  its  representative  lite'rar3^  women. 
iVnnie ‘Ro3^ar's  newspapers.  The  Washington  Paul  Pry 
and  the  Huntress,  were  badh^  printed  and  the  matter 
badly  written,  and  were  noted  for  vile  vituperation  and 
for  more  of  bitterness  than  wit. 

That  the  press  is  sureW  and  pernlanently  improving 
needs  no  better  evidence  than  the  difference  between 
the  women  writers  of  to-dav’  and  this  notorious  person. 
Women  corresjTondents  are  honored  and  welcomed  ever3^- 
where.  Energy"  and  perseverance  are  making  journalism 
and  correspondence  a permanent  vocation  for  the  sister- 
hood. 

Almost  beside  the  Capitol  door  was  the  home  of  Mary 
Clemmer,  the  gifted  correspondent  and  poetess*.  With 
the  earnings  of  her  pen  she  purchased  this  house,  which 
was  for  man3^  3"ears  a literar3"  and  social  center.  This 
is  not  the  place  for  any  extended  biograph3’,  but  in  grate- 
ful memor3"  of  a life  consecrated  to  conscientious  and 
earnest  work,  a life  of  brave  purpose  and  high  endeavor, 
fitly  representative  of  American  Avomanhood  in  its  truest. 
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highest,  loftiest  sense,  we  accord  to  I\Iary  Clemmer  a 
niche  in  our  historic  memories  of  "Washington. 

This  accomplished  woman  when  very  \"oung  began 
writing  for  the  newspapers,  her  first  effusions  appearing 
in  the  Springfield  Republican.  She  afterwards  became 
a correspondent  for  the  iVew  York  Independent,  to  which 
journal,  under  the  title  of  "A  Woman's  Letters  from  Wash- 
ington,” she  regular!}^  contributed  for  many  \’ears. 

Through  these  letters  she  became  best  known  to  the 
literar}^  world.  Her  first  letter  to  the  hidependent  was 
written  March,  1866.  She  soon  found  that  she  was 
the  possessor  of  a National  reputation  as  a racy  writer 
on  political  events  and  concerning  people  prominent 
in  public  affairs  in  Washington. 

The  vi\dd  yet  S3mipathetic  tone  in  which  she  photo- 
graphed notable  personages  connected  with  the  brilliant 
social  and  personal  life  of  the  city  made  her  sure  of  her 
audience.  It  was  her  talent  for  describing  personal 
appearance,  her  skill  in  picturing  faces  and  delineating 
soul  pow^r  that  gave  these  letters  a special  value  to  many, 
who  came  to  look  upon  them  for  correct  impressions  of 
men  at  the  head  of  National  affairs  at  the  Capital. 

She  was  a poet  b\^  nature;  she  had  trodden  the  wine 
press  of  life,  meeting  its  disappointments  and  its  sorrows 
\nth  a brave  courage;  but  her  soul  must  needs  sing  as 
the  crushed  flower  sends  forth  perfume,  and  so  in  everv’ 
line  we  find  a graceful  touch  from  an  overflowing  human 
nature. 

Aug.  18,  1884,  she  breathed  her  last.  If  reconciled 
the  world  must  be  that  the  future  should  unfold  its  scroll 
to  one  so  soon,  thankful  must  it  also  be  that  success 
was  her  crown  and  peace  of  heart  her  inheritance,  ere  the 
shadows  of  the  night  fell  upon  her  for  the  last  time  and 
her  spirit  floated  over  into  the  golden  sunset. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  lay  bare  the  sorrows  and  the 
hardships  entailed  upon  her,  or  to  indicate  who  or  what 
was  responsible  for  that  which  she  suffered  or  that  which 
slie  missed;  we  can  only  note  that  she  took  up  the  heavy 
burdens  which  Fate  had  decreed  should  be  hers  to  bear, 
and  with  noble  courage  and  womanly  power  grew  strong 
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through  suffering,  and  happiness  at  length  was  hers. 
Her  stoi^',  here  vaguely  recorded,  may  be  a message 
of  encouragement  and  a stimulus  to  other  weary  and 
heav3’'-laden  human  hearts. 

She  sleeps  in  Rock  Creek  Cemetery.  A beloved  friend 
wrote  of  her;  "The  grass  is  growing  on  jMar}-  Clemmer’s 
grave;  but  all  the  wa}^  to  it  and  be>’ond,  so  far  as  human 
love  can  reach,  is  covered  with  flowers.” 

u# 

'4-  u'*  '*'•  ^ 'i"* 

But  a few  steps  from  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  which 
was  at  one  time  used  as  the  publishing  house  of  Annie 
Royal,  across  the  beautiful  park,  you  come  to  the  house 
on  A^ew  Jersey"  avenue  in  which  Grace  Greenwood  (Airs. 
Lippincott)  lived.  Her  facile  pen,  has  won  for  her  the 
honored  crown  of  woman's  admiration. 

Lady  Wilde  has  said:  "How  often  a great  genius 

has  given  a soul  to  a locality’.”  We  cannot  sa\"  that 
here  Grace  Greenwood  found  aught  that  was  special  or 
personal  in  her  e\He  that  overlooked  the  fair  cit}^  but 
we  do  know  that  in  her  inmost  heart  she  found  the  uni- 
versalit3^  of  human  sisterhood. 

Since  then  she  has  been  a wanderer.  By  her  letters 
we  trace  her  over  America,  England  and  the  Continent. 
Through  English  meadows,  in  Italian  gardens,  wintering 
on  the  Continent,  or  summering  in  old  England,  drinking 
inspiration  from  the  Old  World  fountains;  and  3^et  no 
loadvstone  has  been  strong  enough  to  attract  and  hold 
her  from  her  motherhood. 

A little  farther  to  the  east,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth 
streets,  come  to  "Alaple  Square,”  the  home  of  Emily 
Edson  Briggs  ("Olivia”). - 

Farther  back  than  memory  runneth,  the  house,  with 
massive  foundation,  gable  ends.  Queen  Anne  architecture, 
solid  masonr}’  of  brick  brought  from  England,,  was  built, 
and  has  stood  the  shock  of  wind  and  rain.  Summer's 
heat  and  Winter's  frost.  Situated  in  the  middle  of  the 
square,  shaded  by  grand  old  forest  trees,  vine-clad  and 
venerable,  with  meadow  lawns,  fruit  trees,  shrubbery 
and  flowers,  what  a history"  its  closed  pages  could  give 
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of  the  centun^  gone!  We  know  the  wounded  and  d}dng 
after  the  battle  of  Bladensburg  were  cared  for  under  its 
roof.  It  has  been  the  silent  witness  of  every  Adminis- 
tration, its  entree  and  its  exit.  It  has  been  the  home  of 
foreign  Ministers,  members  of  Congress,  and  gentlemen 
of  leisure. 

Mr.  Clayton,  while  a member  of  the  Senate,  owned  the 
place  and  made  extensive  improvements.  He  built  the 
right  wing,  which  is  a music  room  of  imposing  dimensions. 
In  1871  it  came  into  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Briggs,  who 
at  the  time  was  a special  correspondent.  Here  many 
of  her  trenchant,  spicy,  vigorous  letters  were  written. 
During  the  war  the  name  of  Olivia  became  a power  that 
gave  her  precedence  over  many  male  correspondents; 
so  mu  h so  that  she  could  name  her  own  salary"  to  the 
newspaper  editor.  She  has  decided  to  leave  this  estate 
to  a woman's  university,  for  which  her  will  has  long 
been  made,  provided  the  City  or  Government  will^endow 
it  with  sufficient  funds  tocarry  it  successfully  on. 

Some  day  Capitol  Hill,  which  has  had  the  prestige 
of  an  environment  of  literar\'  women,  ma}'  develop  the 
alma  mater  for  women  which  will  give  them  the  oppor- 
tunity that  the}’  now  seek  for  in  vain  at  the  doors  of  uni- 
versities, and  to  Emily  Edson  Briggs  shall  belong  the 
honor.  • ' 

«JU 

'I*  »»»  1'  n' 

In  Georgetown  lived  the  noted  novelist,  Mrs.  E.  D. 
E.  N.  SoutliWorth.  At  the  head  of  Prospect  avenue 
stands  a cpiaint  little  cottage  of  many  gables,  vine-clad 
and  bright  with  flowers..  Mrs,  South  worth  was  not 
one  of  our  greatest  novelists,  and  yet,  |)erha[KS,  no  writer 
has  been  more  widely  read.  V\'e  knocked  at  the  cottage 
door  one  afternoon  and  were  ushered  into  the  presence 
‘of  a pleasant-faced  woman;  her  hair  was  gray,  brushed 
back,  revealing  a hi  jh  and  broad  forehead.  Her  eyes 
were  blue,  full  of  tenderness,  and  when  she  talked  her 
whole  face  seemed  illuminated.  White,  soft  lace  en- 
circled her  neck  and  bosom.  And  as  we  listened  to  her 
delightful  and  fluent  conversation,  she  revealed  a char- 
acter rich  in  womanly  traits. 
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Her  life  lias  been  a checkered  one;  but  the  maternal 
instinct  and  her  own  self-respect  re-illurnined  the  spark 
of  genius  and  slie  has*  gone  on  through  the  years  un- 
tiring until  very  many  novels  have  emanated  from  her 
pen  and  brain. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out  she  nailed  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  over  her  front  gate,  saying:  ‘'Whoever  comes 

to  my  door  must  pass  under  that.”  With  patriotic 
zeal  she  nursed  the  sick  and  wounded  in  camp  and  hos- 
pital, until  she  herself  became  a victim  to  the  smallpox. 
\Vith  true  philosophy  she  said: 

"I  cannot  prevent  the  soldiers  from  taking  the  disease, 
but  I can  suffer  with  them;  there  is  some  comfort  in  that.” 

As  we  stood  upon  the  veranda  of  this  ideal  home  and 
glanced  along  the  Virginia  hills  memor}^  took  us  back 
to  tire  far-away  past  that  consecrated  and  made  them 
classic  ground.  We  thought  of  the  brave  and  loyal  men 
who  had  laid  down  their  lives,  sleeping  among  tlie  green 
hills  over  there,  to  bequeath  to  the  present  all  that  the 
sacrifice,  suffering  and  struggle  of  the  past  acliieved. 
JVIrs.  South  worth  died  in  the  Summer  of  1899. 

HOME  OF  FRANCES  FIODGSON  BUNRETT. 

In  the  beautiful  home,  1770  Massachusetts  avenue, 
]\Irs,  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett  wTcte  “Little  Lord  Faun- 
tleroy.”  “This  home,”  says  Olive  Logan,  “even  as  Litch- 
field House  was  bought  hy  Miss  Braddon  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  ‘Lad}^  Audle^^^s  Secret,'  so  is  Mrs.  Burnett's 
residence  due  to  'Fauntleroy.'  A substantial  tribute 
indeed  from  the  manly  little  Lord  to  ‘Dearest.”' 

Passing  from  the  front  drawing-room  to  the  back 
drawing-room,  from  the  dining-room  to  tapestry-hung 
hall,  up  the  quaint,  winding  stairs  to  the  various  sitting- 
rooms,  bed-rooms  and  work-rooms  on  the  upper  floors, 
one  was  perforce  rcvquired  to  draw  heaviW  on  the  stock 
of  epithets  of  admiration;  for  each  of  these  apartments 
seemed  to  outvie  the  other  in  freshness,  daintiness  and 
beauty. 

Hanging  here,  handsomely  framed,  was  the  illuminated 
address  of  thanks  of  English  authors  for  the  resolution 
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taken  by  3.1rs.  Burnett  and  sustained  by  her  at  the  law's 
point,  concerning  the  right  of  an  author  to  dramatize 
his  own  stor\",  an  injustice  against  which  Charles  Dickens 
protested  in  vain,  against  which  Ouida  has  hurled  some 
of  her  most  vigorous  language,  from  which  hundreds 
of  authors  have  silently  suffered,  and  which  was  righted 
for  all  time  by  the  energetic  action  of  durances  Hodgson 
Burnett. 

Mrs.  Burnett  was  bom  in  jManchester,  England,  and 
educated  in  her  native  city;  and  there  it  was  that  she  be- 
came familiar  witli  the  Lancasliire  dialect  and  char- 
acter which 'she  has  so  bewitchingly  used  in  her  'Tass 
o'  Lowrie’s."  But  it  was  after  she  had  become  a child 
of  America,  after  “That  Lass  o'  Lowrie's,"  “Haworth's," 
“Through  One  Administration,"  “Esmeralda,"  after  she 
was  .a  wife,  after  she  was  the  mother  of  two  beautiful  bo^’s, 
that  motherhood  in  all  its  glorious  beatitudes  received 
its  jeweled  setting  in  the  inspired  pages  of  “Little  Lord 
Fauntleroy.” 

Washington  society  does  not  all  revolve  around  the 
Capitol,  nor  does  it  all  get  its  illumination  by  reflection. 
From  a city  of  primitive  insignificance  in  the  begimiing 
of  the  centur\",  Washington  has  become  not  only  the 
political  capital  of  the  Lmion,  but  the  scientific  and  literary 
center. 

''  It  has  its  Biological,  Anthropological  and  Philo- 
sophical Societies,  devoted  to  general  scientific  investiga- 
tion. .At  the  Cosmos  Club,  whose  headquarters  are  in 
the  house  so  long  the  home  of  IMrs.  iMadison,  these 
scientists  meet  and  exchange  the  better  thoughts  of 
their  natures  and  develop  the  social  talents  also. 

The  literati  meet  and  mingle  among  the  different  social 
clubs.  The  Literar}^  Society  finds  doors  open  to  receive 
them,  and  men  and  women  of  culture  and  education 
contribute  to  the  evening's  entertainment. 

The  Unity  Club  is  founded  on  nearly  the  same  plan, 
and  is  a counterpart  of  the  other;  it  has  among  its  mem- 
bers many  names  familiar  to  the  literary  world. 

There  is  the  Travel  Club;  as  its  name  indicates,  the 
work  is  given  entirely  to  travel  in  the  diflerent  countries 
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throughout  tlic  world.  With  their  guide,  courier  and 
traveling  correspondents  they  ferret  out  the  places  of 
interest,  and  then  some  clever  member  of  the  club  tells 
what  he  knows  about  it.  The  geography,  history,  science, 
fine  arts  and  ])ractical  arts  of  other  nations  become  fa- 
milia.r  as  household  words  to  the  members.  Travelers 
of  note,  foreign  .Ministers,  men  of  letters,  and  women  of 
brains  have  helped  to  furnish  this  -intellectual  feast  these 
inaiw  years. 

There  is  the  Educational  Bureau,  the  Observatory, 
with  its  magjiilicent  instruments  for  astronomical  pur- 
poses, the  Coast  a.nd  Geodetic  Survey,  and  the  several 
libraries,  chief  among  them  the  Congressional. 

The  VComan's  Xational  Press  Association  is  another 
of  the  clubs  that  brings  together  the  literary  women 
of  the  city.  It  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  of  the  kind 
orga.nized  in'  the  country,  and  has  among  its  members 
women  from  almost  every  State  in  the  Union.  It  em- 
braces among  its  members  journalists,  magazine  writers 
and  authors. 

Wa.shington,  like  all  other  cities, ’has  a journalists' 
guild,  and  its  masculine  pens,  flowing  with  sparkling 
repartee  and  ready  wit,  have  been  supjilemented  by 
those  of  the  women  correspondents,  whose  letters  are  filled 
with  interesting  gossip,  and  are  garnished  with  realistic 
pictures  of  society,  and  clever  pen-pictures  of  public 
men  and  women.  Correspondence  and  even  editor- 
ship has  risen  to  a profession  among  women,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  a small  minority  who  do  not  firid  the 
circulation  of  scandals  and  misstatements  in  any  sense 
profitable,  they  are  generously  rewarded. 

Women,  as  a rule,  write  from  a conscientious  love 
of  their  work,  and  the}^  become  popular  in  proportion 
as  their  style  differs  from  the  rough  rhetoric  of  their 
brother  boliemians.  Tlieir  energy  and  perseverance 
is  making  the  i)rofession  a permanent  vocation  for  wo- 
men, and  as  the  press  grows  in  influence,  more  and  more 
will  it  require  tlie  wi(,  grace  and  sparkle  tliat  emanate 
from  intellectual  womanhood. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII 


THE  SOCIETY  OF  THE  DAUGHTERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION. 

THE  CALL  BY  MRS.  LOCKWOOD— ORGANTZATIOX  AT  THE  STRATH- 
MORE ARMS— THE  OFFICERS — THE  GREAT  WORK  DURLN'G  THE 
SPANISH  WAR — THE  RliOPOSED  CONTINENTAL  HALL  AT  WASH- 
INGTON, AND  OTHER  OBJECTS  OP  PATRIOTIC  EFFORT. 

If  there  is  a society  which  should  have  recognition 
in  this  histor}^  it  is  the  above  named. 

We  know  of  no  organized  bod\^  that  stands  so  pre- 
eminently for  home  and  countr}". 

The  bugle  call  was  sounded,  and  appeal  was  made 
to  the  women  of  this  countiA'  to  organize  for  patriotic 
work  through  a letter  written  to  the  Ydashington  Post 
by  Mary  Smith  Lockwood,  July  13,  1890. 

Further  activities  were  entered  into  in  August  b^^  Mary 
Desha,  I\Irs.  Ellen  Hardin  Ydalworth  and  Eugenia  Y’ash- 
ington.  Others  signified  their  desire  to  unite  in  this 
work,  and  when  the  day  seemed  ripe  for  the  launching 
of  the  ship  tlie  call  was  made  and  on  October  ii,  1890, 
'at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  the  parlors  of  the  Strathmore  Arms, 
810  12th  street,  the  National  Society  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  was  organized. 

The  gathering  was  an  enthusiastic  one  and  18 
women  signified  their  wisii  to  become  members.  Eleven 
of  them  became  members  that  evening. 

It  was  decided  that  the  Society  should  be  National, 
with  its  headquariers  in  Washington,  and  that  the  head 
of  the  organization  should  be  a woman  of  National  re- 
pute. 

A constitution  was  provisionally  adopted  and  officers 
elected. 

^ AVhen  the  organization  of  tlie  Board  was  comjilete 
it  stood  as  follows,  each  odicer-  being  nominated  and 
elected  according  to  |)arliameniary  usatte:  }.Irs. 

Caroline  Scott  Harrison,' President-General;  i\ii's.  Flora 
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Adams  Darling  Vice-President  in  Charge  of  Organi- 
zation; seven  Vicc-Presidents-General,  Mrs.  David 
Porter,  Airs.  William  Cabell,  Mrs.  Henry  V.  Boynton, 
Mrs.  General  Greely,  Airs.  St.  Clair,  Mrs.  G.  Brown 
Goode,  Airs.  William  C.  Winlock;  Airs.  Ellen  Harden 
Walworth,  Secretary-General;  Airs.  William  C.  Earle, 
Corresponding  Secretar}^-General;  Airs.  Alarshall  Alac- 
Donald,  Treasurer-General;  Aliss. Eugenia  Washington, 
Registrar-General;  Airs.  Howard  A.  Clark,  Registrar- 
General;  Alary  S.  Lockwood,  Historian-General;  Aliss 
Clara  Barton,  Surgeon-General;  Airs.  Tennis  S.  Hamlin, 
Chaplain-General;  E.xecutive  Committee,  Alary  Desha, 
Mrs.  William  E.  Cabell,  Airs.  E.  H.  AVal worth.  Airs. 
Alarshall  MacDonald,  Mrs.  Alary  S.  Lockwood,  Aliss 
Eugenia  AA'ashington,  Airs.  Hetzel. 

It  was  a small  bod^^  of  loyal-hearted  women  that 
rim  up  the  old  flag  on  that  October  day,^and  called  the 
patriotic  women  of  the  Nation  to  order.  The  signal 
was  cited,  the  rall3nng  force  was  at  hand,  and  to-dav 
from  the  rising  sun  to  its  golden  setting  the  name  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution  means  love  of  coiintr\’', 
fidelit}^  to  her  institutions,  veneration  for  her  flag,  honor 
to  her  name.  Now,  in  the  ten  years  gone,  what  has  this 
societ3"  accomplished?  From  a membership  of  eleven  the\^ 
tip  the  scales  at  30,000.  Thev^  publish  an  historical 
and  biographical  magazine.  It  is  the  news-letter  of 
the  Societ}^.  In  it  are  recorded  the  proceedings  of  their 
Congress  and  the  gigantic  work  of  the  Board.  Through 
its  pages  and  the  Chapter  work,  each  month,  the  Chapters 
are  put  in  touch  with  each  other.  All  vital  questions  in 
its  pages  can  be  discussed  weekW;  Chapter  after  Chapter  is 
springing  into  being,  until  historical  research  and  pat- 
riotic endeavor  have  become  charged  with  a new  spirit. 

Airs.  Caroline  Scott  Harrison,  wife  of  President  Harri- 
son, was  the  first  President,  Airs.  Letetia  Stevenson  was 
next.  Airs.  John  W.  Foster  next,  followed  b}’  Airs.  Daniel 
Alanning.  • 

The  marvellous  advance  of  tin’s  Socieh"  is  largeh- 
owing  to  the  character  of  the  women  who  have  stood 
at  its  head.  No  }'ear  since  the  organization  of  the  Society 
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has  ' there  been  such  opportunity  to  show  what  such 
an  organization  means  as  the  one  gone  by  (1898). 

When  ihe  first  cloud  of  vrar  was  seen  in  the  horizon 
a resolution  to  be  sent  to  the  head  of  the  Government 
was  passed  at  a meeting  held  at  the  Strathmore  Arms 
of  this  import:  "’The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion have  an  organization  in  every  State,  and  will 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  their  country's  needs 
when  called  upon.” 

This  was  followed  by  a meeting  of  the  National  Board 
in  April,  when  -specific  action  was  taken. 

It  resulted  in  the  Society  being  commissioned  by  the 
War  Department  to  provide  all  hospital  nurses  sent 
to  Cuba  and  the  camps  in  this  coimtr\^.  The  result 
was  that  no  year  has  this  Society  accomplished  so  much 
that  was  so  vital  to  the  countr\p  and  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  have  interwoven  themselves 
into’  the  fiber  of  National  activities  and  will  share  in  its 
glories.  ' , 

The  Committees  and  the  personnel  named  by  the  Presi- 
dent, klrs.  Daniel  Manning,  and  confirmed  by  the  Board, 
at  once  entered  upon  their  arduous  task.  A ro^^al  pat- 
riotism that  is  ever  the  under-current  of  action  with  the 
Daughters  controlled  the  self-sacrificing  devotion  and' 
work  through  the  long  days  and  nights  of  that 
• Summer. 

Faithfully  they  labored  under  the  orders  of  . Govern- 
ment, and  as  a result  1,700  trained  nurses  who  had  passed 
through  their  rigid  examination  were  sent  out  to  the 
various  hospitals  at  home  and  to  the  islands  of  the  sea. 
]\loney  was  sent  to  the  different  hospital  surgeons 
and  supplies  to  ever}"  hospital. 

"The  War  Committee”  and  "The  Hospital  Corps,” 
by  the  united  efforts  of  tlie  Chapters  in  the  different  States, 
forwarded  to  the  hospitals  some  $300,000,  60,000  garments, 
tons  of  food  supplies,  instruments,  delicacies  of  all  need- 
ful kinds,  estimated  at  $60,000  more.  Needy  families, 
whose  men  had  gone  to  the  front,  were  provided  for,  rents 
paid,  and  supplies  of  food  sent  regularly. 

A hospital  launch,  D.  A.  R..  was  given  by  the  Datigh- 
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ters  of  the  American  Revolution  to  the  Government  Hos- 
pital Ship  Missouri,  which  was  found  of  great  value  in 
transporting  the  sick  and  wounded  from  shore  to  ship. 

The  trained  nurses  of  this  countr\"  gladly  assert  that 
they  owe  their  standing  and  relation  to  the  United  States 
Goverimient  to  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, a brave  class  of  women  banded  together  for 
heroism  and  humahih". 

The  great  object  next  in  hand  for  this  Society  is  the 
building  of  a Continental  Hall,  an  object  near  at  heart 
with  the  first  President,  i\Ii*s.  Caroline  Scott  Harrison. 

This  will  be  accomplished  in  the  near  future.  This, 
with  the  carrying  out  of  the  objects  of  this  Society,  make 
it  one  of  the  largest,  best  equipped  and  most  compre- 
hensive organizations  of  women  in  history. 

Under  its  direction  and  care  a work  of  great  promise 
has  been  inaugurated,  "The  Society  of  the  Children 
of  .the  American  Revolution."  Mrs.  Daniel  Lothrop, 
its  first  President,  has  made  a signal  success  of  this  So- 
ciety. The  systematic  training  of  the  children  in  love  of 
country  cannot  be  too  highh"  estimated. 

This  Socieh"  will  also  keep  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the 
American  people  all  the  events  of  this  Nation  that  has 
welded  it  into  a glorious  Republic. 

- The  distaff  and  the  spindle  of  their  insignia  tells  its 
story.  It  whirs  to  the  songs  of  patriotism,  and  the  woof 
that  is  woven  from  its  threads  covers  the  motherhood 
and  the  womanhood  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  with  the  old  emblematic  eagle  over  all,  no  longer 
represents  a faction,  but  the  "household  troops"  and  the 
Life  Guards  of  the  Nation, 

They  wall  watch  over  and  care  for  the  home  of  Paul 
Revere;  for  Fort  Crailo,  where  "Yankee  Doodle"  had  its 
birth;  for  Jamestown  and  the  holy  spots  in  the  "Old  Do- 
minion,” where  our  history  first  began;  of  the  "AVolfs 
Den”  of  Putnam  fame;  of  the  school  house  out  of  which . 
walked  brave  Nathan  Hale;  the  Block  House  of  Fort 
Pitt,  and  tlie  restoration  of  the  room  in  Continental  Hall; 
Meadow  Garden,  under  their  fostering  care,  will  always 
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be  enveloped  in  the  patriotic  atmosphere  of  a signer  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

This  Society  was  invited  by  the  Lafa3’ette  Memorial 
Committee  of  the  United  States  Paris  Exposition  to 
assist  in  raising  funds  toward  the  erection  of  a monu- 
ment to  Lafayette  in  Paris  in  1900. 

This  Commission,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Com- 
missioner-General of  the  United  States  to  the  Paris  Ex- 
position of  1900,  indorsed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  composed  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Governors  of  all  the  States  and  Territories,  and  other 
representative  men  throughout  the  Union,  in  giving 
this  invitation,  assured  the  Society  that  they  would  re- 
ceive full  and  official  recognition  in  this  work,  and  that 
one  of  the  four  tablets  on  the  monument  will  be  reserved 
for  proper  inscription  bj*  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  Actuated  by  the  same  principles  of  per- 
petuating the  names  of  Revolutionar}"  soldiers,  helped 
them  in  the  work  of  erecting  a monument  to  Lafayette 
as  a proof  that  his  help  in  an  hour  of  need  had  not  been 
forgotten. 

5^  ^ Fc 

A few  years  ago  a few  patriotic  women  conceived  the 
idea  of  presenting  in  the  name  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  and  the  women  of  America  a stattie 
of.  Washington  to  France. 

It  is  to  be  a bronze  equestrian  statue  by  the  sculptor 
Daniel  French.  It  will  be  presented  to  France  during 
the  Paris  Exposition  of  1900. 

The  Committee  apjx)inted  by  the  President  of  the 
Society  for  the  year  did  good  work,  notwithstanding 
the  large  drafts  made  for  relief  work. 

The  Lafayette  fund  for  the  3^ear  was  81,603.89;  the 
Washiitgton  Statue,  89 17. 20.  Total,  82,521.09. 

The  Lafayette  monument  will  be  unvailed  July  4, 
1900.  It  will  be  placed  in  a beautiful  part  of  the  Tuil- 
leries.  This  Society  will  be  officiall}'  represented  by 
its  President. 

Tins  is  but  tlie  alphabet  of  the  history  whose  first 
pages  are  being  written.  Mrs.  ^Manning’s  adminis- 
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tration  will  carry  the  organization  over  into  the  next 
century.  With  the  executive  ability  slie  Jias  already 
displayed,  the  hand  writing  is  on  the  wall. 

7'he  Colonial  Hall  will  be  built,  monuments  will  be 
raised,  historic  spots  will  be  protected,  unwritten  history 
recorded,  and  the  country’  will  always  have  a hand-maiden 
in  this  Societ\y  and  the  old  flag  never  more  greatly  hon- 
ored than  when  re]3resenting  tlie  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

HOMES  OF  FRELIXGHUYSEN,  MORTON,  AND  CHASE; 

TBE  FRELLN’GHUYSEX  HOUSE— HOME  OF  FOUR  CABINET  OFFICERS. 
ARTHUR’S  AD^HNISTRATIOX— MRS.  WILLIAM  C.  WHITXEY  A 
CHARiUXCr  HOST^ESS— A MAX  OF  LETTERS— THE  OLD  MAXSION” 
IX  GOOD  HANDS— THE  HOOPER  HOUSE— PRESIDENT  ANDREW 
JOHXSOX"  A GUEST— AX’  IXCOXGRUOUS  MARRLiGE— THE  ENG- 
LISH MISSION— ESTRAXGEMEXT  OF  GRANT  AND  SUMNER— A 
SECRET  -^TTH  ROSCOE  COXKLIXG— THE  HOME  OF  SALMON  P. 
CHASE  AND  HIS  DAUGHTER. 

Among  the  houses  of  Washington  that  have  associa- 
tions of  National  interest  attached  to  them  is  the  home 
of  the  Frelinghu3"sens,  1 731  I street. 

Man\^  noted  men  and  celebrated  women  have  met 
under  this  roof.  Four  Cabinet  officers  have  here  made 
homes — two  Secretaries  of  State,  Evarts  and  Freling- 
huysen,  one  Secretary  of  the  Na\y,  Mr.  Whitne}^  and 
ex-Postmaster-General  John  Wanamaker. 

IManifold  associations  cluster  around  this  home  which 
carry  us  back  to  the  x^rthur  Administration,  with  a social 
atmosphere  refined  and  elegant.  Mr.  Frelinghu\^sen, 
as  Secretarj^  of  State,  \yas  very  near  the  President,  which 
brought  the  two  families  into  intimate  relations. 

Of  Mr.  Arthur’s  Cabinet  none  entertained  more  ro\mlly 
than  the  Frelinghuysens.  When  another  page  of  his- 
tory was  turned  and  the  Frelinghuysens  sought  the 
seclusion  of  their  New  Jersey"  home,  this  elegant  old 
home  lost  none  of  its  social  atmosphere.  Its  parlors 
never  witnessed  more  brilliant  social  gatherings  or 
gayer  assemblies  than  when  William  C.  Mdiitney, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  his  estimable  vdfe  were  host 
and  hastess. 

The  elegant  ball-room  was  added  while  . the}^  were 
in  possession.  This  is  a room  50  by  30  feet  in  wddth, 
with  a raised  platform  for  the  orchestra.  At  one  end  is 
a large  fireplace  finished  in  Dutch  tiles,  panels  and 
antique  settles.  1 he  room  is  finished  in  hardwood. 

The  receptions  given  at  the  Whitney  home  far  exceeded 
in  brilliancy  and  generous  outlay  any  otlicrs  given  by 
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tlie  Cabinet.  Tliere  were  flowers  everywhere,  banlc!i 
of  roses,  violets  in  profusion,  ferns  and  smilax,  japonicas 
and  lilies,  which  loa.ded  ‘tlie  air  with  delicate  perfume. 
Champagne  and  terrapin,  salads  and  ices  drew  the  multi- 
tude. 

Airs.  AVhitney  ^vas  a woman  of  generous  impulses, 
charitable  to  the  poor  and  thoughtful  of  the  suffering. 
She  had  e.  quiet  Avay  of  dispensing  her  charities,  and  only 
those  wlio  were’  the  beneficiaries  of  her  hand  knew  of 
the  channels  it  reached. 

Another  page  is  added  to  histoinn  One  Adminis- 
tration goes  out  and  another  comes  in,  and  with  it  comes 
John  fVanamaker  as  Postmaster-General.  The  Frehng- 
huysen  home  is  tliat  of  the  man"  of  letters. 

And  greater  charities  have  not  been  done  than  by  this 
host  and  hostess.  Their  lives  have  been  spent  in  prompt- 
ing acts  of  beneficence,  in  getting  the  rich  to  help  the  poor, 
and  helping  the  poor  to  forget  their  misery. 

^ JU 

^ u"  •’f'  n*  V 

During  the  time  that  Le\d  P.  Alorton  was  a member 
of  Congress  his  house  was  on  the  corner  of  15th  and  H 
streets.  This  vras  another  of  the  houses  whose  records 
could  tell  many  tales.  Better  it  is,  perhaps,  that  walls, 
ever  so  historic,  tell  no  secrets.  This  house  was  better 
knowm  as  the  Hooper  House.  During  Air.  Lincoln's 
Administration  it  was  owned  and  occupied  by  Samuel 
Hooper,  of  Boston.  Air.  Plooper  was  a Representative 
in  Congress,  a man  of  sterling  worth  and  integrit}",  and 
by  his  urbane  manner  and  liberal  hospitality  drew  around 
him  men  of  social  and  political  standing  lil^e  Charles 
Sumner,  Bancroft  the  histonan,  and  others. 

It  v;as  to  this  Iwu::::  lltat  .Andrew  Johnson  was  invited 
after  President  ' Lincoln’s  as.sassi’'>ation  and  his  own 
Inauguration.  Here  he  remained  for  weeks,  until 
Airs.  Lincoln  had  sulTiciently  recovered  from  the  shock 
of  her  husband’s  death  to  be  removed  from  the  Executive 
Alansion. 

Political  con-n'i:;/.i:.ins  and  Cabinet  meetings  were 
held,  and  iindonbicd'y  h:c  chry.sa!is  of  tlie. early  Jolinson 
policj^  here  found  form.  Stanch  Republicans,  like  Sum- 
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ner,  Hooper,  Boutwell  and  others  -were  liis  advisers. 
Seward  was  laid  up,  suffering  from  the  vrould-be  as- 
sassin's blow.  Harlan,  Randall,  AlcCulloch  and  AVelles 
were  in  his  Cabinet. 

The  later  policy  that  developed  with  President  John- 
son found  no  sympathy  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  had 
been  his  friends,  nor^vith  Congress. 

In  the  place  where  the  . President  found  his  name 
supported,  now  congregated  the  same  men,  with  Seward 
added,  laying  their  plans  to  avert,  what  seemed  to  them, 
the  death-blow  of  the  Ration.-  Plow  well  they  succeeded 
history  tells. 

]\Ir.  Hooper  had  a son  who  died  in  his  country's  ser- 
vice during  the  war.  His  widow,  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive women  in  society  at  that  time,  connected  with 
some  of  the  foremost  people  of  Boston,  was  one  of  the 
attractions  of  the  Plooper  mansion. 

PRre  she  constantly  met  the  dignihed,  elegant  Charles 
Sumner,  a man  in  j’ears  old  enough  to  be  her  father.  At 
this  time  he  stood  before  the  country  its  most  noble 
son,  the  leader  of  the  Republican  party,  at  the  zenith 
of  popularity,  a brilliant  orator,  a profound  scholar. 
His  speeches  filled  the  galleries  with  thinking  men  and 
women,  as  well  as  with  the  beauty  and  fashion  of  the 
day. 

Possessed  of  lofty  stature  and  nobleness  of  feature, 
it  "is  not  surprising  that  tlie  fair  daughter  of  Plassachu- 
setts  admired  Charles  Sumner,  and  tliat  all  VCasliington 
was  agog  when  if  became  known  that  the  great  states- 
man was  to  marry  i\Irs.  Plooper.  This  is  not  the  })lace 
to  follow  the  outcome  of  this  incongruous  marriage. 

After  this  followed  many  noted  gatherings  at  the 
Hooper  house.  General  and  Plrs.  Grant,  air.  and  I'vlrs. 
Sumner,  Senators,  diplomats,  queens  of  society,  all  ri- 
valled each  other  in  wit,  brilliancy  and  grace  of  manner. 

There  was  in  this  house  for  months  anotlier  guest 
to  whom  the  world  owes  homage;  a man  who  })osses.-^'ed 
in  his  own  person  that  harmonious  union  of  rare  (jualities 
which  Dr.  Ilolmes  says ‘'was  the  master  key  that  opened 
every  door,  the  countersign  that  passed  eveiy  sentinel. 
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the.  unsealed  letter  of  introduction  to  all  the  higher 
circles  of  the  highest  civilization.  Such  were  the  natural 
graces  and  such  the  distinguished  bearing  of  J.  Lo- 
throp  Motle^^ 

After  Gen.  Grant's  first  election,  ]\Ir.  ^lotley  was  ^Ir. 
Hooper's  guest,  and  later  Mrs.  ^Iqtley  and  their  three 
daughters  joined  him.  It  was  during  his  stay  here 
that  he  received  the  appointment  of  ^Minister  to  Eng- 
land, from  President  Grant.  This  appointment  was 
undoubtedly  due  to  i\lr.  Sumner's  influence. 

We  can  imagine  what  their  dinner  talks  may  have 
been,  when  Motlet^  Sumner,  Hooper  and  a few  other 
choice  spirits  exchanged  views  upon  literature,  art, 
politics,  and  all  the  great  questions  of  the  day,  over  choice 
viands  and  rare  wines. 

But  the  English  mission  was  an  episode  in  IMr.  Motley's 
life  full  of  heart-burnings.  If  a wrong  was,  done  him 
it  must  be. laid  at  the  doors  of  those  whom  the  Nation 
has  delighted  to  honor  and  whose  services  no  error  of 
judgment,  or  feeling,  or  conduct  can  ever  induce  us  to 
forget. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  a serious  estrangement 
had  come  between  the  President  and  Mr.  Sumner,  and 
we  have  been  told  by  those  “near  the  throne"  that  when 
the  President  saw  'Mr.  i\Ioiley  for  the  first  time,  he  was 
disappointed;  in  wHat  way  does  not  appear.  i\Ir.  i\Iotle\^ 
was  a scholar,  not  a soldier.  Whatever  was  the  real 
cause,  whether  it  was  slight  indiscretion  in  the  Alabama 
treaty,  or  his  relations  to  ■\Ir.  Sumner,  or  some  other 
reason,  the  letter  requesting  the  resignation  of  i\Ir. 
Motley  was  issued  by  the  President. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  says  in  his  IMemoirs,  *’  We 
might  as  well  leave  out  Achilles  from  the  Iliad  as  the 
anger  of  the  President  with  Sumner  from  the  stor}^ 
of  ^Ir.  IMotley's  dismissal";  and,  again,  “It  is  not  strange 
that  the  man  who  had  so  lately  got  out  of  the  saddle 
should  catch  at  the  scholastic  robe  of  the  man  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate." 

Mr.  IMotley's  sudden  call  from  England  was  a shock 
to  his  proiui  spirit  from  which  he  never  recovered— a 
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shock  that  affected  his  sensibilities,  producing  an  interior 
laceration  from  which  he  died.  • 

,Mr.  IMotley's  three  daughters  married  Englishmen. 
The  eldest,  Mrs.  Ives,  a widow,  married  Sir  William  Har- 
court.  Notwithstanding  the  feeling  she  naturally  shared 
with  her  father  that  America  had  wronged  him,  in  Sir 
William  Harcourt  she  must  have  found  a sympathizer  in 
Republican  ideas,  as  he  is  the  stanch  ally  of  i\Ir.  Glad- 
stone and  ‘‘home  rule.”  One  of  the  other  sisters  married 
a IMr.  i\Iildma3';  the  third,  a son  of  Richard  Brinsley 
Sheridan.  All  have  become  daughters  of  old  England, 
and  in  her  soil  rests  the  dust  of  John  Lothrop  Motle\n  ^ 
i\Ir.  Levi  P.  Morton  purchased  this  house,  and  occupied 
it  wliile  he  was  in  Congress.  lie  belongs  to  the  old  mer- 
chant aristocracy  of  New  York,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  of  all  merchant  princes.  When  the  future  of 
the  country  was  in  question  at  the  outbreak  of  the  civil 
war,  there  was  no  uncertain  ring  in  his  decisions;  they 
were  founded  on  the  broad  principle  of  patriotism.  He 
has  lived  to  see  France,  which  under  the  Second  Empire 
attempted  to  take  advantage  of  our  civil  strife  and  in- 
vade ^lexico,  become  a free  Republic  upon  the  American 
model,  and  himseh  chosen  to  represent  the  United  States 
at  the  Capital  of  the  French  Republic. 

The  da\"  before  James  A.  Gar  held  was  made  President 
he  breakfasted  with  Mr.  iMorton,  and  it  wa.s,  perhaps, 
at  this  time  that  the  curious  dispute  arose  as  to  the  terms 
of  agreement  by  which  I\Ir.  i\iorton  had  been  pledged 
either  the  portfolio  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or 
^linistership  to  France. 

' This  was  the  secret  bargain  that  had  gained  credence 
b}"  which  Air.  Garfield  was  to  obtain  the  support  of  the 
Stalwart  faction;  but  when  the  campaign  had  been 
fought  and  won,  Mr.  Garfield's  advisers  insisted  that 
Mr.  Alorton  must  be  sent  off  to  France.  'Mr.  Morton 
never  revealed  the  facts,  and  the  secret  remained  with 
Roscoe  Conkling.  It  is  known  that  Mr.  Morton  accepted 
what  to  him  was  banishment  from  his  couritr\’,  and 
amid  all  the  grandeur  by  whicli  he  was  surrounded  he 
sighed  for  his  native  land.  Wliile  he  was  in  Europe 
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Senator  Hale  lived  in  his  house.  An  apartment  house 
is  now  in  its  place.  Lincoln,  Stanton,  Sumner,  Hooper, 
Johnson,  Grant,  i\Iotle3%  Garfield  and  Conkling  have 
all  passed  awa}%  and  but  the  ghosts  of  memor\'  people 
our  brain,  as  once  the\'  gave  life  and  character  to  this 
liistoric  spot. 

Mr.  IMorton  began  life  in  a country"  dr\"-goods  store 
in  Concord,  N H,  Later  he  was  a teacher  in  a district 
school.  He  \ a baclielor  of  32  when  he  married  for 
his  first  wife  Luc\'  Kimball,  of  Flat  Land,  Long  Island. 
She  was  a woman  of  rare  energ\^  of  character,  possess- 
ing wonderful  executive  abilit\",  generous  and  benevo- 
lent to  a marked  degree,  a woman  of  many  charms  of 
person  and  temperament. 

Grace  Church  Memorial  of  New  York, was  the  gift’ 
of  IMr.  iMorton  in  mernor}^  of  his  wife's  unselfish  service 
to  the  poor.  She  died  in  Newport  in  1871,  leaving  no 
childrai. 

On  the  walls  of  i\Ir.  !^.Iorton's  house  in  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York,  among  the  portraits  of  AVashington,  Grant, 
Garfield  and  Lafa^’ette,  is  a daguerreot3'pe  of  the  old 
countr3"  store  at  Concord  where  he  began  his  mer- 
cantile career  wliich  led  to  his  seniorship  in  a large  whole- 
sale house  in  New  York;  from  that  to  ships,  from  ships 
to  foreign  exchange  and  to  the  banking  house  of  ilorton, 
BHss  & Co.,  New  York,  and  of  Morton,  Rice  8:  Co., 
London.  ’ ' 

The  present  Mrs.  iVIorton  is  the  daughter  of  AVilliam 
I.  Street,  of  Poughkeepsie,  and  the  niece  of  Alfred  B. 
Street,  the  Albarn^  poet.  She  is  a lad3'  of  refined  tastes, 
cultivated  intellect  and  refined  presence.  She  is  the  • 
mother  of  five  3'oung  daughters. 

No  home  in  AVashington  surpassed  that  of  the  A^ice- 
President,  on  Scott  Circle,  in  ro3’al  entertaining;  for  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  ilorton  won  golden  opinions  from  the  people 
hy  the  manner  in  which  the3"  adorned  their  high  estate, 
and  drew  social  forces  into  hfe  at  home  and  at  foreign 
courts. 

p ' 

- On  the  northwest  corner  of  6th  and  E streets  is  a square- 


■:  :?/•„  ."-  ,r.( 

,'iPO  •'.  ■■.!'.(:!;  ' hi’;-- i ’'i,)..- j; j 


■ ■■  •■  ' 'J 

^'loiz  -u.^x--'  X.'  7X^-  '^15'^  ■■'  ■ -y? 

:''  ■ ,.  ' ‘Jvf 


c^. 


.-J 

TU  ^i;CT 


iO  ' ':i  .V  r;.0v(*  i-r 

,.H-  • ;' 


. '■::>■  ‘-^-yr-. 
X ' f':  '■  ' r; 

/■>  . I’l  "■  i -'icf  ■ iJijvi 

J<;  ' •■;  '^i  lotr:!/-'' 
/■‘.'loiA  -•]!^/! 

'■■:■  ■Mto'j  fff 
'if  J2 
■ u:  ^:};{ 

' A'  ■ 


■ - ' •'■?’«'Sp'<itifji® 
- ' trfrM4 

^'/..  ,;,0 


■ ,'  ^: ....,  ..... 

:■  '-(,  Vii'fi  .mtm  •'■•  V,  .'i-niiuf,"  ft;,;  ,il7i.  }<j 

^ 'f' ■tSi*pR'‘4' !U- S'4c;  .icK'q  wlKoi^ 
'■■.-■  '■’  '■,  '.'  , ■ , . .WrfcilifS' 

r'l  rf  lss^  , lit  k>  Jtfl, -■;■.•/ csdt  nO-  ■ 

■'  .-■tm-xj-oii}.  .'*'soY  ■;/■*’■ 

■-■  •«  (i  -.;i  'i'.'u; 

.--i  ...... f • » * i. 

; ! '.  > ■.} ; ■ 0 . J tr> . VJ/'i  j >i  '/  / ■ --■ 

/i.  (v:4.;o.t  rs-^lv^  ?'■;  .,•■  ' 

: ■■:oV  oUz 

: •>- 

,& -Wiii  -vsZ  ,:.-:0-  A aa.il#^ 

’ '■■■ • • • y " 

i i J I'i i li’ij  > r - ’ 

■■lijn'i"  M-  -/  In " 

■vc.--. -.V.:  , ^ ’ yy;.v-j 

lEV0T'y 

.\.;y  y yynii  (huh; ..^0 

•■  -»  Oif-  i"  U>'i  fc.:i' 

'''■■•■..■■ ; ;'x 'v  . - ' ' . , ■ ■ 

:■  \V:T'  ■•■:-  ,.  • a * 

■ ^ ^ Si A . ;.  ..;,  b.  ...  ,;ju  Iv  iSiHOJ  y • > 


I 


. ;■•  i 


€-..r*s 


■ ’ . ^ i ( ' a< 

.-.V 


><  ;:  . •‘‘''  r/v  ^ •;  ; 


HOMES  OF  FEELINGHUYSEN  AND  ZilOETOJ^.  305 

built  brick  house  that  was  once  the  home  of  Salmon 
P.  Chase,  who  was  successively  Governor  of  his  State, 
Senator  in  Congress,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  the  country's 
direst  need  for  level-headed  men  he  was  the  one  who 
carried  its  finances  triumphantly  through  the  great 
civil  war,  and  was  lastly  Chief  Justice  of  the  highest 
Court  in  the  land. 

It  was  in  this  house  that. the  beautiful  Kate  Chase 
graced  the  home  of  her  great  father.  It  is  said  that  her 
histor>’  would,  in  part,  be  a history  of  the  war;  that  no 
one- woman  had  more  to  do  in  influencing  the  move- 
ments on  the  military  and  political  chess-board  than 
she,  and  it  was  her  influence  largely  that  kept  McClellan 
‘at  the  head  of  the  army.  An  unfortunate  marriage  to 
a man  of  brilliant  promise,  for  the  sake  of  the  father  she 
adored,  which  failed  by  the  smallest  chance  of  making 
him.  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Nation,  proved  her  down- 
fall. There  was  a time  when  Mrs.  Sprague's  position, 
her  exquisite  grace,  her  beauty  of  form  and  feature  gave 
her  the  ascendency  in  society.  Self-exiled  was  she  for 
years.  Edgewood,  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  the 
countr\"  home  of  the  family,  had  most  of  the  time  a de- 
serted look.  The  change  that  came  upon  this  once 
happ3"  famil}’  laid  its  hand  also  upon  beautiful  Edge- 
wood. 

An  organization  of  members  of  the  bar  from  Ohio, 
in  the  Summer  of  1886,  removed  the  remains  of  Air.  Chase 
to  Cincinnati,  where  he  was  best  knovv'ii  as  a law3^er. 
Mrs.  Kate  Chase  Sprague  returned  from  Europe  to  attend 
the  last  rites  in  honor  of  the  father  she  adored. 

The  Nation  will  always  reverence  tlie  name  of  Salmon 
P.  Chase,  and  not  forget  the  beautiful  daughter  who 
w'ent  down  into  the  valley  of  suffering  through  filial 
affection  and  aspirations. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX 

GEORGETOWN  HIGHTS— THE  CflANGES  OF  A 
HUxNDRED  YEARS— THE  HOLLAND  HOUSE  OF 
WASHINGTON. 

THE  BEALE  FAillLY— THE  UNEARTHING  OF  ANCIENT  TABLETS. 
AN  INDIAN  PRINCESS— GF.ORGETOIVN  ARISTOCRATS— THE 
TUDOR  ESTATE— THE  UNTHICUM  MANSION— PHH.IP  BARTON 
KEY — GEN.  FORREST  AT  ROSEDALE— ONE  OF  THE  HOMES  OF 
THE  NEW  WORLD— THERE  THE  SANITARY  COMMISSION  WAS 
PLANNED  AND  ORIGINATED— STATESMAN,  SAGE  AND  PHILAN- 
THROPIST TO  BE  FOUND  THERE. 

Not  many  years  ago  there  were  unearthed  in  George- 
town some  tablets  of  great  value  to  the  lover  of  anti- 
quities. These  slabs  bear  date  so  remote  that  most  of 
the  inscriptions  have  been  eaten  away  by  the  tooth  of 
time,  but  there  remains  sufficient  to  identify  the  Beale 
family,  whose  estate  comprised  what  is  known  as  George- 
town Rights. 

' Far  back  in  the  shadowy  past  the  clear,  ringing  tongue 
of  the  Celtic  Bell  made  melody  in  the  ear  of  an  Indian 
Princess,  w^ho  soon  after  became  his  wdfe.  The  first  home 
of  this  young  pair  w'as  a wdgw^am  founded  upon  Dum- 
barton Rock;  afterw'ards  a log  cabin  snuggled  in  these 
woody  hights.  . Here  Madame  Bell,  attended  by  her 
pale-faced  consort,  led  the  fashion  without  rival,  and 
with  none  to  dispute  her  sway. 

To  the  east  stretched  their  vast  possessions,  w'hich 
embraced  all  the  land  within  the  scope  of  vision  be- 
tw’een  the  cottage  and  the  rising  sun.  Over  the  stormy 
seas  came  the  winged  sailing  vessels,  bringing  rich 
brocades  and  laces  for  this  dusky  queen.  Her  cos- 
tumes w'ere  half  civilized  and  half  barbaric. 

These  ancient  Georgetowm  aristocrats  have  been 
slowly  undergoing  the  bleaching  process,  and  the  past 
hundred  years  have  almost  obliterated  the  last  trace  of 
Indian  origin.  But  true  to  their  instinct  they  w’ere  tire 
first  to  seize  the  deadly  musket  in  the  Southern  cause; 
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and  the  late  battlefields  of  the  South  are  made  richer  by 
the  bones  of  ilie  last  of  the  aristocracy  of  Georgetown. 

After  tlie  Bells  came  the  Peters  family,  whose  slave 
call  was  answered  by  hundreds  of  sable  men.  George- 
town blights,  in  those  days,  was  called  the  Tudor  estate, 
in  memory  of  the  ro\;al  line  in  England. 

The  Peters  family  was  related  to  the  Washingtons  and 
the  Lees.  AVashington  Peters  is  the  most  prominent 
descendant  of  this  aristocratic  family,  but  the  last  frag- 
ment of  the  estate  has  passed  awa}’  from  him,  and  he 
lives  on  a farm  at  Ellicotbs  3,Iills,  a man  of  nearl}’  eighty 
3"ears.  lie  alone  retains  the  haughty  bearing  of  the 
proud  famih",  the  last  of  liis  race  whose  hand  has  rested 
on  the  yoke  of  a slave. 

The  shifting  panorama  shows  us  Protestant  Thuldkill, 
who,  through  the  influence  of  iA.rchbishop  Carroll,  of 
Baltimore,  gave  the  extensive  grounds,  now  occupied 
by  the  Georgetown  College  and  Convent,  to  the  Catholic 
Church  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  centur\^  But 
little  has  came  down  to  us  of  the  social  element  of  the 
Thuldkills.  They  were  a family  of  culture  and  refinement, 
and  institutions  of  learning  that  have  sprung  up  under 
their  fostering  care  are  their  enduring  monuments.  The 
following  amusing  incident  was  related  to  us  by  a friend, 
kir.  Thuldkill  was  a great  stock  breeder  on  his  estate, 
Georgetown  blights.  AVhen  klerino  sheep  first  attracted 
attention  in  this  countr}^  he  had  obtained  a small  flock, 
and  had  been  negotiating  for  some  time  for  a ram.  At 
length  it  reached  AA'ashington.  He  mounted  his  horse, 
and  rode  anxiousl3’  to  see  and  possess  it.  It  was  a splen- 
did animal,  with  a price  correspondingly  liigh.  He 
bought  it,  engaged  a cart  and  negro  driver,  and  hastil}" 
addressed  a note  to  Mrs.  Thuldkill,  saying  that  a stranger 
and  several  gentlemen  would  dine  with  them,  and  to 
have  especially  a leg  of  mutton  done  up  in  superior  style; 
adding  also:  “The  colored  boy  who  delivers  this  takes 
over  a splendid  ram;  please  to  see  it.” 

The  ram  was  tied  up,  and  the  preliminaries  of  the 
feast  arranged.  In  reference  to  tlie  mutton,  klrs.  Thuld- 
kill consulted  her  steward,  and  they  concluded  from  the 
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tenor  of  the  note  that  the  animal  sent  by  the  cart  was  to 
suppl}"  the  leg  of  mutton  for  the  festive  board;  so,  accord- 
ingh^,  that  costly  and  fine  ram  was  victimized,  and  his 
plump  quarter  dressed,  garnished  and  served  smoking 
at  the  head  of  the  table. 

After  some  preliminary  libations  at  the  sideboard, 
the  guests  were  seated,  and  a generous  slice  of  mutton 
was  placed  upon  each  plate.  They  unanimously 
decided  that  it  was  very  superior,  and  the  host  heartily 
indorsed  the  sentiment,  and  turning  to  his  delighted 
spouse,  inquired  from  which  particular  flock  it  had  been 
taken.  She,  of  course,  responded:  'dt  was  the  large  ram 
3'ou  sent  for  the  occasion  this  morning.” 

This  was  too  much.  The  old  gentleman's  cue  stood 
on  end,  his  face  was  fairly  purple,  for  at  first  he  was  dum- 
founded.  He  arose  from  his  chair,  nearly  upsetting  the 
table,  and  brought  his  fist  down  with  a tremendous 
. thump,  and,  with  an  emphasis  pinned  with  oaths,  said; 

"jMadam,  3^011  have  slaughtered  m\^  magnificent  ram, 
for  which  I paid  S300  this  morning.”  It  was  a scene  so 
ridiculous,  it  is  said,  one  of  the  guests  was  obliged  to 
withdrarv  to  have  out  his  laugh. 

Coming  down  to  the  last  50  years,  we  find  the  aristoc- 
racy  of  Georgetown  strongly  flavored  with  merchants 
and  tradCwS-people. 

The  Linthicum  mansion,  standing  at  the  head  of  Thirt3^- 
first  street,  is  one  of  the  finest  of  the  old  mansions  of  George- 
town. It  was  built  and  owned  b3"  a hardware  merchant 
He,  too,  has  passed  away,  like  all  the  old  residents  who 
‘ gave  tone  to  the  elegant  societ\"  which  ruled  during  the 
Administrations  of  Polk  and  Buchanan.  Many  noted 
people  have  lived  in  this  house,  among  them  the  Hon. 
John  C,  Calhoun.  It  is  now  owned  b\'  one  of  the  capital- 
ists of  Washington,  Henr\^  F.  Blount,  .and  is  known  as 
'‘The  Oaks.”  The  beautiful  grounds,  the  spacious 
mansion,  its  unique  adornment  of  antique  furniture 
soeminentl\H)efitting  its  tapestries,  pictures,  marbles,  and 
the  indwelling  host  and  hostess,  still  bring  sage  and 
philanthropist  togethei.  From  this  home_  influences 
wiU  go  forth  that  will  be  dissolvents  of  prejudices  and 
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the  building  of  mental  forces  which  will  be  keenly  s\mi- 
pathetic  with  the  life  of  the  time. 

In  the  days  of  Polk  and  Buchanan  one  of  the  social 
queens  of  the  Capital  lived  in  Georgetown,  the  city  of  her 
birth  and  education,  the  daughter  of  an  ob.scure  but 
highh'-respected  citizen,  i'dr.  Williams.  At  the  early  age 
of  i6  she  was  married  to  the  Russian  Minister,  BodivSeo. 
At  this  wedding  tliere  were  eight  bridesnia.ids.  hliss 
'Jessie  Benton,  the  hist,  walked  with  James  Buchanan. 
The  bride  wore  a rich  satin  brocade  a.nd  veil  of  Idoniton 
lace,  her  ornaments  simply  a pearl  sprig  and  pin.  Henry 
Cla3^  gave  her  away.  Ah  de  Bodisco  wore  his  splendid 
court  dress  of  blue,  decorated  with  several  Orders  and 
precious  stones  and  silver-lace  of  great  depth.  The 
foreign  Alinisters  of  his  train  wore  their  uniforms. 

This  marriage  at  once  lifted  Madame  de  Bodisco  to  the 
highest  round  in  the  social  ladder,  while  his  vast  v.'ealth 
was  used  to  give  his  wifely  jewel  the  most  costly  setting. 
Fromi  over  the  sea  came  the  flashing  gems  that  had 
adorned  the  persons  of  a hundred  generations  of  Bodisco 
RussianvS — diamonds  eclipsed  only  by  those  of  world- 
wide fame,  the  same  that  Airs.  Tyler  mentions  in  a letter 
written  in  1842:  ’ . 

“I  vei*y  seldom  go  to  parties,  but,  of  course,  I could  not 
refuse  Madame  Bodisco's  invitation.  Her  ball  was  ex- 
p;ccted  to  be  I’.ic  grandest  affair  of  the  season.  Aladame 
Bodisco  looked  lovelv  and  was  attired  in  pink  satin  with 
lace,  flowers,  and  such  .splendid  diamonds,  stomacher, 
ear-rings,  breastpin,  bracelets! — 1 never  saw  such  beautiful 
diamonds.  Alost  of  the  furniture  was  of  European 
make,  and  the  house  was  filled  with  a variety  of  curio.s, 
bric-a-brac  and  works  of  art,  the  china  service  unsur- 
passed, the  plate  magnificent.” 

Articles  from  this  mansion  are  yet  to  be  seen  in  some 
of  the  homes,  and  find  a way  into  loan  collections  from 
time  to  time. 

The  home  of  the  Bodi.scos  was  3142  P street,  George- 
town. The  most  siq-erb  fete  ever  given  in  the  District, 
it  is  said,  was  given  in  this  house,  in  honor  of  the  birth- 
day of  the  Emperor  Aicolas,  when  Soo  guests  were  in- 
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vited.  ^lusic  enlivened  the  brilliant  scene.  All  the 
foreign  Alinisters  were  in  attendance,  with  their  attaches, 
in  court  dress. 

The  supper  was  served  at  i o'clock.  A commodious 
apartment  in  the  second  stor^"  was  set  apart  to  accommo- 
date the  ladies.  The  table  was  covered  with  gold  and 
mirror  plateaus,  candelabras,  ornamental  dishes,  gold 
forks,  etc.  The  gentlemen  were  not  admiitted  to  this 
room,  the  ladies  being  waited  upon  by  servants.  The 
gentlemen's  supper  room  was  in  the  third  story. 

The  Czar  of  Russia  was  represented  by  one  of  the  most 
popular  ]\Iinisters  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps.  None  com- 
pared in’  popularity  with  M.  Bodisco.  Courtesies  ex- 
tended and  entertainments  given  are  often  found  to  be 
the  golden  chain  that  binds  Nations  together. 

In  those  primitive  days  the  working  people  used  to 
line  the  roadway  to  see  Aladame  Bodisco  pass  from  her 
mansion  to  the  White  House,  on  occasions  of  receptions 
or  levees.  If  the  weather  permitted  she  was  visible  to  all 
in  her  open  carriage,  far  more  beautiful  than  the  fam.ous 
Eugenie,  and  with  the  same  superior  tact  and  grace. 

' Creamy  white  satin  and  costly  old  lace  was  the  favorite 
costume,  and  when  adorned  with  jewels  worth  more  than 
half  a million,  mounted  policemen  followed  in  her  train. 

The  people  said,  "Old  Bodisco  is  afraid  some  one  will 
steal  his  wife,”  but  he  was  simply  protecting  her  after  the 
Russian  fashion.  But  this  American  girl  was  something 
more  than  a figure  to  be  adorned  with  precious  stones. 
With  that  superb  tact  which  only  a Josephine  knew  how 
to  practice,  she  united  the  contending  social  elements. 
She  thawed  the  frozen  ocean  of  diplomatic  ceremony  and 
bade  the  foreign  fortress  open  its  doors  to  her  countr^'- 
women  as  well  as  to  herself.  It  is  true,  she  had  standing 
at  her  right  hand  the  incomparable  Harriet  Lane,  of  the 
White  House.  History  rarely  records  the  fact  that  dis- 
tinguished ladies  are  beautiful,  but  popular  acclamation 
gave  both  these  women  the  fairest  crown. 

Alike  in  style  and  type,  both  blondes,  almost  perfect 
in  form  and  feature,  with  Titian-tinted  flesh  and  golden 
hair  such  as  the  masters  gave  their  beloved  Hadomnas. 
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they  held  their  emblems  of  power  with  a firmer  ^rasp 
than  did  Alarie  Antoinette,  a woman  of  the  same  mold. 

There  is  no  place  where  the  sacred  rites  of  hospitality 
were  more  rigidly  observed  than  on  the  Mights  of  Gcorge- 
towTi,  and  at  no  period  of  history  was  this  more  ge^’cr- 
ously  carried  out  than  iimnediatel}"  after  the  Revolution- 
ary War. 

One  of  the  Generals  of  that  war  was  Uriah  Forrest,  a 
member  of  an  aristocratic  Maryland  famih^  During  the 
struggle  for  independence  he  served  in  the  “Maryland 
Line,”  and  lost  a leg  at  the  battle  of  Brand^'wine;  he  was 
again  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Germantown,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  never' recovered. 

He  was  as  distinguished  in  civil  as  he  was  in  military 
affairs.  During  the  years  1786-87  he  was  a delegate 
from- Maryland  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  a Repre- 
sentative in  the  Councils  from  1793  to  1794,  when  he  re- 
signed. 

When  the  District  of  Columbia  was  ceded  to  the  united 
States  by  the  States  of  Maiydand  and  Virginia,  Gen, 
Forrest  resided  on  his  estate,  “Rosedale,”  near  George- 
town, then  a portion  of  r\Iontgomer^^  County;  but  being 
within  the  10  miles  square,  it  became  a part  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  Gen.  Forrest  thus  became  literally  one  of  the 
first  families  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

He  married  Rebecca  Plater,  of  “Rousmo  Hall,”  I'Jary- 
land,  daughter  of  George  Plater.  Airs.  Forrest  was 
remarkable  for  her  beauty;  she  was  once  toasted  in  Eng- 
land as  "one  of  America's  great  beauties.” 

Gen.  Forrest  died  at  his  residence,  "Rosedale,”  in  1805. 
One  of  his  daughters  married  John  Green,  of  Maryland, 
who  was  for  many  years  an  efficient  clerk  in  the  Navy 
Department.  They  lived  at  "Rosedale,”  the  former 
residence  of  her  father. 

One  of  the  daughters  of  Air.  Green  married  Don  Angel 
de  Iturbide.  whose  father  was  the  ill-fated  Don  Augustin 
L,  the  first  and  last  Emperor  of  Alexico,  who,  after 
being  banished  from  his  country,  had  the  courage  to 
return,  and  soon  after  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 
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and  was  shot  in  the  presence  of  his  family,  who  were 
banished  and  sought  an  asylum  in  the  United  States, 
where  they  remained  man\"  years. 

But  in  the  lapse  of  time,  the  friends  of  the  late  Emperor 
came  into  power,  and  3’oung  Iturbide,  who  from  a long 
residence  in  this  country',  spoke  English  like  a native, 
was  appointed  Secretarj^  of  the  Mexican  Legation  in 
1856;  and’  it  was  while  holding  that  position  that  his 
marriage  with  ]\liss  Green  took  place.  To  them  was 
born  a son,  Don  Augustin.  He  was  about  seven  or 
eight  \-ears  old  when  iMaximillian,  supported  b}"  the 
ba\"onets  of  Napoleon  III.,  attempted  his  unsuccessful 
conquest  of  [Mexico. 

Maximillian  deeming  it  a wise  polic}’  to  make  him- 
self popular  with  the  people  he  was  ambitious  to  govern, 
resolved  to  adopt  3’oung  Augustin  Iturbide  as  his  heir. 

In  order  to  get  control  of  the  bo3^  he  held  out  promises 
of  power  and  wealth  to  the  parents  of  Augustin,  who, 
as  soon  as  such  promises  were  accepted  and  the  cliild 
given  up,  were  banished  from  the  countr3^  and  once  more 
sought  the  fostering  care  of  the  United  States.  Upon 
their  arrival  here  the3^  called  upon  William  H.  Seward, 
then  Secretaiy  of  State,  to  ask  him  to  use  his  influence 
as  mediator  between  [Maximillian  and  themselves. 

But  the  United  States  being  then  at  war,  [Mr.  Seward 
was  timid  about  making  an3"  fresh  complications  with 
foreign  countries,  so  he  declined  to  interfere,  but  advised 
Madame  Iturbide  to  go  to  Paris,  see  Napoleon,  and  lay 
her  case  before  him. 

She  followed  Mr.  Seward's  instructions,  but  failed  to 
get  a personal  interview  with  Napoleon,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  la3*  her  case  before  him  in  writing.  He  declined 
to  interfere,  and  [Madame  Iturbide  was  once  more  forced 
to  return' to  her  mother's  home,  "Rosedale." 

Soon  after  the  downfall  and  death  of  Maximillian, 
Augustin  and  his  parents  were  once  more  united. 
Young  Iturbide,  after  being  educated  in  the  best 
colleges  in  this  countr3’  and  Europe,  again  returned  to 
the  home  of  his  fathers. 

Mrs.  Green,  the  daughter  of  Gen.  Forrest,  and  mother 
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of  Mrs.  Iturbide/  during  her  lifetime  gave  a portion  of 
"Rosedale’'  to  her  son,  George  F.  Green,  whereon  he 
erected  a stone  house.  The  point  upon  which  the  house 
was  built  presents  a magnificent  view  of  Washington 
and  the  surrounding  country,  and  was  called  b}’  him 
"Pretty  Prospect,” 

"Pretty  Prospect”  was  afterwards  purchased  by  Presi 
dent  Cleveland,  who  made  many  handsome  improve- 
ments to  the  property.  With  the  change  of  owners  came 
a change  of  name,  and  it  is  now  known  as  "Oak  View.” 

Gov.  Plater’s  daughter,  Ann,  married  Judge  Philip 
Barton  Key.  He  was  born  in  iMaiydand  in  1765.  He 
entered  the  English  service  as  Captain,  and  distinguished 
himself  by  refusing  to  bear  arms  against  the  Colonies. 
Afterward  he  established  a high  reputation  as  a lawyer, 
and  lived  at  that  beautiful  spot  called  "Woodle3\” 

Francis  Scott  Ke\^  who  immortalized  his  name  b\^ 
the  writing  of  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner,”  was  a nephew 
of  Judge  Ke\^.  His  home  for  man\^  \^ears  was  on  the 
south  side  of  Penns^dvania  avenue,  Georgetown,  near 
Aqueduct  Bridge.  An  authentic  account  of  the  in- 
cidents connected  with  the  writing  of  this  National  song 
has  been  given  b\^  the  grand-niece  of  Dr.  Beans,  ]\lrs, 
Dorse\^: 

' "Francis  Ke\",  in  1810,  lived  in  Georgetown.  Dr. 
Beans,  oJ  Marlborough,  a Surgeon  in  the  United  States 
Arm}-',  was  attending  the  disabled  soldiers  when  Com- 
modore Barney's  flotilla  was  attacked  on  the  Patuxent. 
The  British  arm\’,  on  their  march  to  Washington,  bi- 
vouacked on  the  plantation  of  Dr.  Beans,  who, . though 
detesting  them,  treated  the  officers  with  true  l\Iar\dand 
hospitalit^^ 

"A  few  *da\’s  after  their  departure,  while  he  was  at 
dinner  with  some  friends,  a.  slave  brought  the  news  that 
the  British  were  marching  back  to  their  boats.  F nil  of 
glee,  the  part3"  went  to  a spring  on  the  estate,  with  lemons, 
whiskv,  etc.,  to  drink  to  the  confusion  of  ‘perfidious 
Albion.’ 

"Three  tired  English  soldiers  coming  for  water,  were 
made  prisoners  b}’  the  patriotic  American  gentlemen. 
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and  marched  off  to  the  County  jail.  The  men  were 
missed  from  the  ranks,  and  a detachment  sent  in  search 
of  them  traced  them  to  Alarlborough,  where  the  terrified 
inhabitants  betrayed  who  were  the  captors.  The  men 
were  recovered.  Dr.  Beans  was  seized  at  midnight, 
placed,  in  his  night-dress,  on  the  bare  back  of  a mule,  and 
taken,  closeh"  guarded,  to  the  troops.  Thence  he  was 
sent  to  Admiral  Cockburn's  ship  and  into  rigorous  con- 
finement. 

‘'The  whole  country.was  aroused,  and  as  soon  as  steps 
could  be  taken,  Francis  Ke^^,  the  intimate  friend  of  Dr. 
Beans,  was  sent  b}"  President  i\Iadison,  with  a flag  of 
truce,  to  get  him  exchanged.  When  Key  reached  the 
British  fleet  at  North  Point,  they  were  about  to  attack 
Baltimore,  and,  though  he  was  courteously  received  and 
invited  to  dine  with  Cockburn,  he  was  informed  that  he 
must  remain  on  board  till  after  the  bombardment  of  the 
city.  He  shared  his  friend's  uncomfortable  quarters 
that  memorable  night,  at  sunset  seeing  the  Star  Spangled 
Banner  waving  proudly  from  the  ramparts  of  Fort  Mc- 
Henr^v  When  the  morning  dawned  after  that  night  of 
battle,  lit  at  intervals  by  the  lurid  flashes  of  exploding 
bombs,  and  made  fearful  by  the  thunders  of  cannon,  the 
mist  was  too  dense  to  discern  whether  the  flag  or  the  red 
cross  of  St.  George  waved  from  the  fort,  in  the  direction 
in -which  the  two  watched  through  the  porthole,  trembhng 
with  suspense.  Presently  there  was  a ripple  in  the  water, 
a soft  sough  in  the  fog,  and,  hke  magic,  it  rolled  awa\^, 
revealing  the  American  flag  still  floating  defianth”  from 
the  staff  above  the  ramparts.  The  patriots  fell  on  each 
other's  breasts,  vceeping  for  joy.  ?vlr.  Key  then  drew  a 
letter  from  his  pocket,  and  on  its  back  penciled  the  first 
stanza  of  the  celebrated  National  song.  After  the  bom- 
bardment, Dr.  Beans  and  Air.  Key  were  sent  ashore  in 
a skiff." 

The  land  force  was  under  the  command  of  the  grand- 
father of  Kate  Claxton,  the  dramatic  artist.  After  the 
song  was  'completed  it  was  publislied  in  the  Baltimore 
American. 

With  the  coming  of  civil  war  a society  mildew  fell  upon 
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GeorgetovvTi.  Neighbors  and  friends  looked  upon  each 
other  with  mutual  distrust.  As  a general  rule  most  of 
the  fighting  element*  rolled  Southward.  In  a few  in- 
stances a house  was  divided  against  itself. 

Once  a Georgetown  mother  appeared  before  Abraham 
Lincoln  to  beg  for  the  life  of  her  son,  who  had  been  caught 
as  a guerrilla  with  arms  in  his  possession.  ‘Aly  eldest 
son,”  said  the  mother,  'ds  a trusty  officer  in  the  Union 
Army;  my  youngest,  my  darling,  was  one  of  i\Iosb\'''s 
guerrillas.” 

'Aliserable  mother,”  said  the  President;  ‘‘God  help 
3^011,  for  I cannot.  I know  who  you  are;  this  is  the  third 
time  \'Our  bo\^  has  been  caught.  }*Iercv"  is  bevond  me.” 
And  the  man  with  streaming  e\'CS  supported  the  falter- 
ing steps  of  the  wretched  woman  be3’ond  the  threshold. 

At  this  period  social  hfe  was  dead,  apparent!}’,  be}’ond 
resurrection. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  and  historic  homes  of  George- 
tovm  is  the  Tudor  Place.  It  is  the  ancestral  home  of 
the  Peters  famih’.  The  house Js  built  of  English  brick 
and  contains  eighteen  or  twent}’  spacious  apartments. 

At  the  peiiod  when  the  court!}’  manners  of  the  old 
Colonial  times  prevailed,  all  that  was  best  of  the  social 
circles  of  Georgetown  and  Washington  used  to  assemble 
there,  among  them  the  Washingtons,  Lees,  Fairfaxes, 
Calverts,  and  Spolsfords. 

HOLLAND  HOUSE. 

Holland  House  was  built  in  the  forties.  It  is  on  12th 
street  northwest,  No.  506.  i\Ir.  and  Airs.  Johnson  re- 
moved from.  Philadelphia  here  in  1848;  this  was  the  onh^ 
house  available  in  the  cit}^  that  possessed  an\^  of  the  ap- 
pointments and  conveniences  of  the  Philadelphia  house.s, 
and  the\^  took  possession  of  it.  It  was  at  that  time  quite 
ill  the  suburbs.  Alost  of  the  residences  of  polite  societ}’ 
were  in  the  viciniiv  of  C,  3d,  and  414  streets.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Johnson  were  of  good  old  Puritan  stock.  Air.  John- 
.son  was  a linccil  descendant  of  John  Rogers,  and. Airs. 
JohnvSon  was  a daughter  of  Dr.  Donaldson,  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionaiy  War. 
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Washington  at  this  time  was  little  more  than  a 
straggling  village,  fulfilling  painfully  the  idea  of  a city 
of  dreary  distances.  The  avenues  were  poorly  paved, 
and  the  streets  almost  impassable  and  miserably  lighted. 
Alodern  improvements  came  in  slowl}^,  for  slaver}'  was 
spread  like  a cloud  over  the  District.  Gales  & Seaton 
were  struggling  to  keep  pace  with  the  times  and  sustain 
the  prestige  of  the  genteel  Intelligencer. 

New  men  took  their  places;  those  who  were  accustomed 
to  the  demands  and  progress  of  the  times.  Years  passed 
by;  the  slow  improvement  was  anxiously  watched.  The 
people  who  were  in  the  watch  tower  of  social  and  physical 
advancement  have  seen  the  desolation  and  decay  of  the 
last  40  years  succeeded  by  a diversified  and  wonderful 
development. 

^ Mr.  and  i^.Irs.  Johnson  came  to  Washington  in  stirring 
times.  Their  Puritan  education  and  instincts  were  in 
contradiction  to  the  many  acts  of  Congress  and  the  seem- 
ing trend  of  public  thought.  The  passage  of  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  Bill,  the  extension  of  the  slave  power,  which 
brought  on  the  long  and  terrible  struggle  between  the 
friends  of  Free  Soil  and  the  friends  of  Slavery  for  the 
possession  of  Kansas,  which  convulsed  the  country  for 
years,  and  moistened  the  soil  of  that  Territory  with 
blood,  had  left  its  impress  here. 

The  Free  Trade  Tariff  of  1846  had  produced  a train  of 
business  and  financial  disasters;  instead  of  prosperity, 
everywhere  was  misery  and  ruin.  Even  the  rich  gold 
mines  of  California  and  the  flow  of  its  golden  treasure 
into  the  Eastern  States  could  not  stay  the  widespread 
discomfiture. 

President  Fillmore,  who  succeeded  Gen.  Taylor  on  the 
latter’s  death,  warned  Congress  to  protect  our  manu- 
factures from  "ruinous  competition  from  abroad,'’  and 
President  Buchanan,  in  his  Message  of  1S57,  declared 
that,  "In  the  midst  of  unsurpa.ssed  plenty,  in  all  the  pro- 
ductions and  in  all  the  elements  of  National  wealth,  we 
find  our  manufactures  suspended,  our  public  works  re- 
tarded, our  private  enierpri.ses  of  different  kinds  aban- 
doned, and  thousands  of  useful  laborers  thrown  out  of 
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emplo^mient  and  reduced  to  want/'  Further  than  this, 
the  financial  credit  of  the  Xation  was  at  zero. 

This  was  the  condition  of  this  goodly  land;  a state  of 
things  that  would  naturally  assemble  the  better  part  of 
society,  the  thinking  men  and  women  of  the  country’, 
to  take  counsel  together.  From  these  councils  went  fordi 
influences  that  have  proved  a mighty  shatterer  of  fetters 
a.nd  a dissolvent  of  many  cast-iron  prejudices. 

Probably  no  house  has  entertained  under  its  roof  more 
distinguished  men  and  cultured  women  than  the  Holland 
House.  By  this  we  do  not  mean  the  men  and  women 
who  are  the  social  lions  of  the  day,  but  those  who  are 
known  to  the  world  as  having  made  it  better  by  ha^■i^.g 
lived  in  it.  Scholars,  scientists  and  patriots  have  gath- 
ered here  year  after  year. 

Sunday's  twilight  has  brought  sage  and  philam 
thropist  under  this  roof,  and  over  the  simjde  tea  situations 
have  been  discussed  and  plans  laid — plans  that  years 
have  matured  and  time  ripened  into  full  fruition,  from 
which  the  world  has  been  benefited  and  humanity  blessed. 

Flere  we  found  those  who  were  quickh'  and  keenly 
sympatlietic  with  the  life  of  the  time.  x\ll  social  and 
intellectual  agitations  of  the  day  were  discussed  in  a way 
that  gave  mental  quickening  and  force  to  those  taking 
part . in  them. 

Here  one  always  met  the  friends  of  human  progress; 
such  men  as  Charles  Sumner,  Senator  Hale,  tVilliam  IL 
Seward,  George  C.  Boutwell,  Wendell  Phillips,  William 
Lloyd  Garrison,  Gerrit  Smith,  Oliver  Johnson,  Henry 
Wilson,  Frederick  Douglas  and  Joshua  Giddings — men 
whose  blows  struck  for  freedom  and  the  right  have  been 
felt  over  the  world. 

This  was  one  of  the  "Homes  of  the  New  World"  in 
which  Frederika  Bremer  formed  her  sweet  recollections  of 
American  life,  and  of  which  she  wrote  after  her  visit  to 
this  country’  in  1849,  when  she  returned  to  Svreden. 

Harriet  Martineaii  also  .was  a friend.  .Her  abhor- 
rence of  slavery,  her  advanced  ideas  of  [political  economy, 
found  ready  sympathy  in  the  hearts  of  these  Dhiian- 
thiopists<r 
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HISTOKIC  HO^rES  IN  WASHINGTON, 


After  the  battle  of  Bull  Rim  this  was  one  of  the  first 
houses  to  open  its  doors  for  the  wounded  and  d\'ing. 
Miss  Dix,  who  was  also  an  intimate  friend  of  Mrs.  John- 
son, had  passed  through  ashington  and  was  stopping 
in  Baltimore  when  the  news  of  the  battle  reached  her. 
She  returned  at  once,  and,  for  a time,  had  full  charge  of 
the  improvised  hospital  arrangements,  her  headquarters 
being  with  Mrs.  Johnson. 

^ From  New  England’s  storehouse  of  supplies,  medi- 
cines and  delicacies  were  sent  wliich  were  made  up  in 
every  house  and  hamlet,  until  from  cellar  to  garret  each 
room  w^as  filled,  and  this  was  the  chrysalis  of  the  Sani- 
tary Commission  which  afterwards  was  planned  and  or- 
ganized in  the  parlors  of  this  house,  with  Dr.  Bellows  and 
Dr.  Channing  as  prime  movers. 

' There  does  not  live  a soldier  to-day  who  is  treading 
the  paths  of  life  as  best  he  may,  armless,  legless  and 
with  shattered  frame,  but  has  invoked  God’s  loving 
benediction  upon  this  great  and  merciful  commission 
and  the  noble  men  and  women  who  conceived  and 
accomplished  such  glorious  results. 

This  house  is  built  of  red  brick,  three  stories  and  a 
basement.  Winding  steps  lead  up  from  the  street  to  the 
front  door;  you  enter  a broad  hall;  a winding  stairway’  at 
the  end  leads  to  the  second  story.  At  the  left  is  a large 
bay  window;  a small  table  and  a couple  of  easy-chairs 
fill  the  space.  A beautiful  etched  portrait  of  Washington 
hangs  on  the  wall  underneath  a tri-pannelled  sepia  draw- 
ing (by  Toft,  a Danish  water-color  painter)  of  Sulgrave 
Manor,  Northampton.shirc,  England,  the  ancestral  man- 
sion of  the  Washington  family.  Mount  Vernon  is  in  the 
center,  and  Brin  ton  Church,  which  the  Washingtons 
attended,  and  the  tombs  of  the  Washington  family. 
Underneath  is  the  coat-of-arms  of  the  Washingtons, 
that  suggested  the  American  flag.  To  the  right  you 
enter  the  large  saloon  parlor,  where  so  many  men  of 
thought  and  action,  at  the  Nation’s  Capital,  have  assem- 
bled during  the  last  20,  30  and  40  years.  The  walls  are 
hung  with  rare  paintings;  several  of  them  from  the 
brush  of  Charles  B.  King,  an  artist  who  has  painted  the 
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portraits  of  more  public  men  than  any  other  Washing- 
ton artist.  For  40  years  he  had  his  studio  in  a buildiTig 
on  Twelfth  street,  now  used  for  the  Newsboys’  Home. 
An  exquisite  portrait  of  his  is  now  in  this  collection — a 
fair  3mung  face,  said  to  be  that  of  the  daughter  of  Aaron 
Burr,  the  unfortunate  and  beautiful  Theodosia.  Choice 
water-colors  are  grouped  here  and  there,  showing  a la  er 
school  and  ^"ounger  taste.  They  are  the  selections  of 
Mrs.  Stroude.  a niece  of  iMrs.  Johnson,  of  whose  \’ears 
many  have  been  spent  in  the  atmosphere  of  this  cultured 
home. 

Mr.  Johnson  died  April,  1852.  For  man^'  \-ears  Mrs. 
Johnson  and  her  sister,  iMiss  Donaldson,  lived  here,  the 
center  and  the  attraction  of  a refined  circle;  women  of 
superior  intellect  and  will,  genial  and  wann-hearted, 
it  was  their  happiness  to  make  others  as  comfortable  as 
possible.  It  is  to  their  honor  that  the  unknowm  and  the 
lowl^-  shared  in  their  thoughtful  solicitation. 

In  1881  the  sweet-faced,  gentle  Miss  Donaldson  laid 
down  the  burden  and  the  cares  of  life.  Airs.  Johnson 
died  a few  years  later.  She  lived  to  see  all  the  compan- 
ions of  her  3^outh  pass  awa\q  but  before  the  heavenh^ 
vision  opened  to  her,  she  saw  her  beloved  countr^'  clothed 
in  the  habiliments  of  unity,  strength  and  freedom.. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

THE  STRATHMORE  ARMS. 

THE  HOME  OF  MAKY  REPRESZyTATFV'E  MEN  AND  TV'OMEN— HERE 
LIVED  VICE-rRESLDENT  WHEELER  — SENATOR  EDMUNDS. 
JUDGE  HARLAN— SENATOR  IN  G.ALLS— JAMES  B.  BLOL'NT— M. 
C.  BUTLER,  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA— CHARLES  T.  OTARRELL, 
OF  ^HRGINIA— A IRSSON  LEARNED — CHARLES  B.  FARWELL 
AN  M.  C.— MAINE  HAS  HAD  HER  QUOTA— SENATOR  FRYE  AND 
TOM  REED— MICHIGAN  ROYALLY  REPRESENTED— ASPIRANTS 
FOR  THE  SPEAKERSHIP— OHIO  NOT  LEFT  OUT— SENATOR  Mc- 
DILL  AND  EX-GOVERNOR  CARPENTER — THE  BADGER  STATE. 
HAPPY-GOING  ISAAC  VON  SCHAICK— L.  B.  CASWELL— R.  M.  LA 
FOLLETTE— W.  A.  HAUGEN— A,  S.  GIFFORD  AND  JOHN  LIND. 
FROM  NEARER  THE  SUNSET  BORDER— WILLL^M  H.  WADE,  PA- 
TRON SAJNT— VTLLLAM  E.  MASON— “MOTHER  GOOSE  SPEECH.” 
■WOMEN  OF  CULTURE— OLWE  LOGAN  SIKES— A GIFTED  WO- 
MAN—THE  HOME  OF  GENER.AL  JOHN  A.  LOGAN— HIS  LIFE  AN 
OPEN  BOOK— THE  GENERAL  AS  A SCHOLAR— HIS  FRIEND- 
SHIPS—AN  ANECDOTE  OF  THAD.  STEVENS— A JOB  PL'T  UP  ON 
THE  GENERAL— SECRET  INTERVIEIV— NOMINATED  VICE-PRESI- 
DENT-CHEERS FOR  “BLACK  JACK’— SUMMER  FRIENDS— A 
MEMORY  OF  THE  WAR — MARY  LOGAN  GOES  TO  HIS  SICK  BOYS. 
FOUNDS  THE  STRIPED  HOSPITAL — THE  NIGHT  CLOSES — GEORGE 
S.  BOUTWELL— SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY— GREAT  RE- 
SPONSIBILITIES .4lBLY  met— REUBEN  E.  FENTON,  GOVERNOR 
AND  SENATOR— ONE  WHO  DID  THE  COLEs’TRY  HONOR— SENATOR 
HALE — AN  INCIDENT  IN  WHICH  PRESIDENT  PIERCE  WAS  CON- 
CERNED-JUDGE THOMAS  HOOD — A FAMILLIR  FIGURE— A MAN 
OF  TENDER  HEART— FRIEND  OF  EDWIN  STANTON— “I  HAVE 
SHIPS  AT  SEA’  — REV.  DR.  SCOTT— MRS.  SCOTT  LORD— MRS. 
DIMMICK— MRS.  LIEUTENANT  PARKER— REFLEX  HONOR— THE 
FAMILY’S  VENER.UBLE  HEAD — AMONG  THE  LITERATI— OID'ER 
JOHNSON— C.  C.  COFFIN  (CARLETON) — BRONSON  HOWARD  AND 
Ills  ENGLISH  WIFE— “THE  HENRIETTA”— GEORGE  KENN.\N. 
SIBEIiLA. — THE  NEWSPAPER  FRATERNITY— MANY  UNDER  THIS 
ROOF— FLEMING—  DUNNELL— MCBRIDE  — PEPPER  — ANDREWS. 
CARPENTER— FRANK  PALMER — MISS  JENNING.S— HARRIET 

TAYLOR  UPTON— A CHARMING  COTERIE  OF  KNIGHTS  OF  THE 
FREE  LANCE— XD'BROKEN  FRIENDSHIPS  DUE  THE  HISTORIC 
HOMES  IN  WASHINGTON. 

There  are  few  houses  in  the  city  of  Washington  that 
have  gathered  under  their  roofs  so  many  noted  people 
during  the  last  decade  as  the  Strathmore  Arms. 

Not  alone  has  it  been  known  for  being  the  home  for 
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Congressmen  and  their  families,  but  there  is  hardly  a 
State  but  at  some  time  has  had  representative  men  and 
women  in  it  as  guests. 

The  North  and  the  South,  the  East  and  the  West  liave 
here  congregated  3"ear  after  year.  Part^"  and  sectional 
lines  have  not  been  known. 

Here  lived  the  families  of  ex- Vice-President  Wheeler, 

' Senator  Edmunds,  Judge  Harlan  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
Senator  John  J.  Ingalls,  who  alwa^'s  brought  with  him 
the  atmosphere  of  Essex  Hills,  which  he  first  breathed; 
the  same  that  has  given  to  the  Republic  Rufus  Choate, 
Judge  Sto:y,  Caleb  Cusliing,  and  many  other  great 
men. 

The  senior  member  of  the  Georgia  delegation,  the  able, 
vigilant  James  H.  Blount;  the  courteous,  dignified  Sen- 
ator of  South  Carolina,  I\L  C.  Butler;  the  representative 
Virginia  gentlemen,  statesman  and  scholar,  Charles  T. 
0 Tan  ell,  have  here  broken  bread;  and  we  gather  the 
lesson,  as  these  men  come  and  go,  that  there  is  a brother- 
hood reaching  above  and  be^^ond  the  strife  of  private 
rights  or  public  gain  that  will  live  when  State  and  country 
are  no  more. 

The  Hon.  Charles  B.  Farwell,  before  he  was  raised  to 
the  digniy  of  United  States  Senator,  was  domiciled  in 
this  house;  and  Maine  sent  her  quota  in  the  personnel  of 
Senator  Frye  and  Tom  Reed,  two  well-known  men  in  the 
affairs  of  state,  and  who  to  the  country  are  treasures  in 
man3’  ways.  If  the\’  do  not  know  everybod^g  ever^Tody 
knows  them  b}’  reputation. 

Michigan  has  been  royally  represented  by  Hon.  Julius 
C,  Burrows,  John  T.  Rich,  R.  G.  Horr,  i\IcGowan,  Brewer 
and  Moffat. 

Tvvo  of  these  men  mentioned  are  aspirants  for  the 
Speakership.  No  picture,  it  is  said,  does  Tom  Reed 
justice.  He  is  a splendidl^^  developed  man  in  brain  and 
muscle;  he  has  a large,  round  head,  partly  covered  with  a 
thin,  fine  growth  of  soft,  brov.m  hair,  a short  neck  and  a 
face  round  as  the  moon;  he  has  a pair  of  twinkling,  hu- 
morous brown  eyes,  vdiich  when  lie  laughs  lie'  iri  fleshy 
ambuscade. 
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He  is  the  leader  on  the  Republican  side,  the  best  par- 
liamentarian of  the  House,  and  if  he  is  made  Speaker 
everybody  will  feel  that  he  deserves  it..  It  is  said  iliat 
some  day  he  will  be  asked  to  go  over  to  the  other  side  of 
the  Ca'yitol,  It  will  then  be  Senator  Reed,  and  Julius 
Cmsar  Burrows  will  take  the  place  of  leader  which  he 
vacates.  Mr.  Burrows's  splendid  physique,  magnificent 
voice  and  manly  bearing  would  well  fit  him  for  an  admin- 
istrative officer. 

As  Ohio  never  allows  an\"  niche  to  go  unfilled  without 
the  representative  Ohioan,  so  the  Strathmore  Arms  has 
had  Hon.  Ezra  B.  Taylor,  John  T.  Rich  and  “Silver 
Biir  AVarner. 

As  we  go  on  towards  the  sunset  we  find  Senator  ?dc- 
Dill,  of  Iowa,  and  ex-Governor  Carpenter  as  member  of 
CongrCvSs;  and' from  the  Badger  State,  Senator  Cameron, 
the  large-hearted,  reliable,  happy  going  Isaac  AAb  Van 
Schaick,  L.  B.  Caswell,  R.  AL  LaFollette,  AAb  A.  Haugen. 
0.  S.  Gifford  and  John  Lind  take  us  farther  on  over  the 
broad  expanse  of^country.  In  time  the  boundaries  nar- 
row until  the  Strathmore  Anns  brings  States  and  Terri- 
tories together.  AAhth  AV'illiam  H.  AA'ade,  of  Alissouri,  as 
patron  saint,  tlieir  burdens  are  lightened  and  life  brings 
some  cheer  even  to  a Congressman.  ■ - 

Into  this  peaceful  household  once  walked  the  spirit  and 
the  embodiment  of  the  Prince  of  Evil,  Charles  Guiteau. 
He  gained  access  to  the  house  by  a low  cunning,  which 
was  ultimateh’  proven  to  be  the  groundwork  of  his  na- 
ture and  the  demon  responsible  for  all  of  his  diabolical 
acts. 

In  alluding  to  this  it  brings  forward  one  of  the  most 
tragic  incidents  connected  with  American  history,  that 
of  the  assassination  of  President  James  A.  Garfield 

The  assassin 'professed  intimacy  with  the  President- 
elect and  James  G.  Blaine,  and  desired  to  make  the  ac- 
quaintance of  John  A.  Logan  and  other  j^rominent  men 
for  their  official  assistance.  In  this  he  showed  ilie  va- 
garies "of  a crazed  brain. 

His  stay  was  short,  but  long  enough  to  make  a very 
unfavorable  impression  on  man\^  of  the  househokfi  and 
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long  enough  ,to  bring  some  of  them  as  witnesses  at 
court  in  one  of  the  most  exciting  trials  on  record. 

How  it  broadens  hope  and  welds  confidence  to  see  men 
of  varied  minds  and  untried  measures  beat  and  hammer 
■away  in  the  halls  of  legislation,  and  afterwards  in  purest 
'friendship  meet  around  a common  board,  and  be  to  each 
other  the  prince  of  good  fellows! 

William  E.  Mcison,  known  better  among  his  numerous 
friends  as  ‘‘Billy’'  I^Iason,  makes  this  house  ring  with 
merriment  when,  in  his  droll  manner,  he  hurls  some 
witticisms  or  tells  an  apt  story,  of  which  he  has  an  inex- 
haustible stock.  Those  who  heard  his  rollicking  “Mother 
Goose”  speech  on  the  Tariff,  when  the  House  was  kept  in 
a roar  of  laughter,  will  not  forget  the  telling  points  where 
every  truth  struck  home.  The  memory  of  .it  will  sur- 
Hve,  when  the  rhetorical  eloquence  of  Breckenridge,  the 
profound  argument  of  Carlisle  and  the  Jacksonian 
'thrusts  of  Randall  have  been  forgotten. 

Air.  Alason  is  a short  man  in  stature,  rising  little  more 
than  five  feet  above  Alother  Earth,  thick-set,  with  an 
avoirdupois  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  His 
hair  is  black  and  shaggy,  his  face  smooth,  broad,  and 
good-natured.  In  looks  he  resembles  two  sons  of  Illinois, 
John  A.  Logan  and,  in  a marked  degree,  the  “Little 
Giant,”  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 

One  meets  here  society  in  all  its  phases;  men  and  wo- 
men of  the  world  who  have  more  money  and  leisure 
than  abilit}’  to  utilize  them.  One  sees  those  who  long  to 
read  their  names  in  the  papers,  and  those  who  are  angered 
because  their  names  are  there;  and  those  who  delight  in 
social  duties,  as  well  as  those  who  are  miserable  because 
of  them.  Women  of  .culture  here  congregate;  women  of 
patriotism  whom  the  vicissitudes  of  life  have  drifted  into 
the  worksho])sof  the  Nation;  women  whose  integrity  and 
honor  are  to  tliem  jewels  far  above  the  positions  lost 
when  fortune  changed  hands. 

Alemor}’  recalls  those  whose  fme  sense  and  broad  cliarity 
never  intruded  on  privacy,  never  S]X>ke  ill  of  the  absent; 
but  rather  whose  conversation  and  life  were  full  of  decj>, 
true  instincts  that  make  rounded  characters,  who  could 
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talk  of  science,  poetry,  art,  religion  and  politics  with  a 
keen  intelligence  which  made  such  a fcllowsliip  an 
education,  such  conversation  a continual  spring  of  in- 
spiration, and  social  freedom  a delight.  While  the  flood- 
gates of  memory  are  raised,  in  walks  the  embodiment  of 
one  of  these,  Olive  Logan  Sikes.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
tell  the  people  who  she  is.  Too  long  she  has  been  one  of 
Amei’ica's  favorite  daughters  not  to  have  been  heard  of 
in  cit}^  town  and  hamlet,  tlirough  her  writings  and  her 
lectures. 

She  is  a woman  as  gifted  in  mind  as  she  is  charming 
in  person  and  manner;  she  is  one  who  is  true  to  herself, 
true  to  her  profession  and  true  to  her  sex — a strong,  help- 
ful, womanl3"  woman. 

It  is  for  these  qualities  that  she  has  been  kindly  received 
by  the  Queen  of  England  among  a few  chosen  guests  at  a 
lawn  gathering  at  \\dndsor;  complimented  the  Empress 
of  Germaiw;  thanked  by  the  Empress  Eugenie  for  her 
written  words;  bidden  to  the  Stratton  mansion  by  Baro- 
ness Burdette-Coutts;  warmly  welcomed  b\^  the  best  in 
her  own  native  land.  Wherever  her  feet  toucli  its  shores 
there  ** Welcome  ever  smiles.” 

She  is  a handsome  woman,  of  large  figure,  fne  com- 
plexion, her  skin  exceeding  fair  and  cheeks  ros}’  with 
health,  pleasant,  laughing  blue  e^^es,  an  abundance  of 
soft,  gra\%  wavy  hair,  which  completes  a pen  portrait  of 
this  woman,  who  is  as  fascinating  as  her  letters  are  charrn- 
mg. 

Were  it  not  for  the  influence  she  has  wielded  with  her  pen 
in  the  English  press,  for  America  and  its  institutions, 
for  the  last  quarter  of  a centur\%  during  which  time  she 
has  made  London  her  home,  more  would  be  the  pity  that 
the  mother-land  could  not  have  the  honor  of  sheltering 
its  own  daughter  .in  the  eventime  of  life.  Still,  Olive 
Logan  feels  that  her  English  sojourn  is  only  tcmporaiy, 
and  always  expects  to  locate  in  the  United  States.  She 
is  MO*w  but  at  the  period  of  xipe  middle  age,  and  returns 
‘home  to  America  cveiy  3'ear  or  two.  As  soon  as  she 
feels  her  physical  powers  waning,  and  that  she  can  no 
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longer  travel  to  and  fro,  she  will  return  to  America  and 
settle— j)robablv  in  Washington. 

The  face  and  foim  of  another  rises  before  me  as  I write, 
that  for  man3'  years  was  a noted  character  and  one  that 
filled  a large  place  in  the  public  e\^e.  Is  there  an  American 
heart  that  will  ever  forget  the  service  rendered  to  country 
and  State  by  John  A.  Logan? 

It  is  out  of  respect  to  his  meinciy  that  we  take  up  the 
pen  to  make  record  of  some  incidents  occurring  in  his 
life  which  came  under  our  own  c\^e.  For  man\''  years 
we  broke  bread  and  lived  under  the  same  roof  with  him, 
and  it  was  during  this  time  that  we  came  to  know  another 
side  of  this  man,  of  which  the  people  at  kirge  knew  but 
little. 

TVe  speak  advisedW  when  we  sa^'^  that  his  life  was  an 
open  book;  he  indulged  in  no  secret  plotting,  no  under- 
ground wires,  no  deep-sea  affiliations;  evepv  act  of  his  life 
was  one  of  honest  conviction,  and  if  there  was  a legislator 
of  the  people  and  for  the  people,  John  A.  Logan  was  one. 

AIan\"  thought  him  to  be  the  umdelding,  stern,  digni- 
fied General;  his  stalwart  figure,  raven  black  hair,  and 
eagle  e\^e,  that  could  pierce  one  through  when  roused, 
gave  credence  to  tliis  belief.  But  to  a friend  he  was 
affable,  approachable,  and  always  had  a pleasant  word 
of  welcome;  his  face  could  glow  with  genial  expression, 
and  the  same  piercing  e}’e  would  grow  soft  and  tender  as 
a child’s. 

There  is,  perhap.s,  no  part  of  the  General’s  charactexas 
little  understood  as  his  intellectual  attainments.  A 
general  impression  seems  to  have  gone  abroad  that  klrs. 
i^gan  was  the  jKuver  behind  the  throne  in  ail  his*  liienary 
work,  speeches,  letters,  books,  what  not.  There  never 
was  a greater  error,  nirs.  I^gan  has  literary  tastes,  but 
of  a very  different  order.  She  had  sole  chvsgo  of  his 
correspondence,  and  any  one  can  see  what  ad’^’antage 
that  vrould  be  to  any  public  man.  Ivlatters  lliat  were 
best  kept -secret  were  in  no-  danger  r-f  divu.lgonce.  This 
coriv.s|>onderice  was  an.swercd  by  lier  d.ctatio-i,  and 
when  it  is  Imown  that  often  the  wee  small  hours  of  tlie 
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night  have  found  her  at  Irer  desk,  it  can  be  inferred  what 
a helpmate  she  was  to  him. 

After  the  General  was  nominated  for  the  Vice-Presi- 
dency, a public  demonstration  was  given  him  at  this 
residence,  where  he  delivered  a carefully-prepared  sjx?ech; 
some  of  the  papers  next  day,  as  usual,  gave  the  credit  to 
Mrs.  Logan.  The  facts  were  General  Logan  had  a pri- 
vate rooni  in  which  to  prepare  his  speech,  and  Mrs.  Logan 
was  too  ill  to  see  any  one  that  day  but  the  nurse  attending 
her. 

One  very  stormy  Sunday,  in  the  public  parlor,  were  con- 
gregated several  of  the  household,  General  Logan  among 
the  rest.  The  conversation  drifted  upon  religious  sub- 
jects. Among  the  number  was  a young  man  who  really 
was  an  intellectual  prodig}^,  but  without  principle.  He 
made  a furious  attack  on  the  ChrivSlian  religion,  and 
especialh^  the  Methodist  Church.  The  General  listened 
attentively  for  a time.  At  length  he  opened  upon  him. 
It  took  but  a very  few  moments  to  show  \Vho  was  the 
Biblical  scholar,  and  it  was  as  interesting  as  it  was  aston- 
ishing to  learn  how  completel}^  the  General  had  the  Bible 
’at  his  command.  The  young  man  saw  that  he  could 
hold  no  argument  with  him  on  religion,  a.nd  so  withdrew 
his  forces  and  planted  them  u}X)ii  the  plains  of  the  Pelopon- 
nesus.' Again  the  General  proved  himself  quite  as  much 
at  ease  among  the  classics 'as  in  Bible  lore.  The  Greek 
philosophers,  statesmen,  and  warriors,  one  after  another, 
were  brought  up,  each  one  a representative  of  the  past  in 
his  age,  their  ambitions  and  their  failures  noted.  Through 
a mass  of  commentaries  and  tranditions  he  had  gath- 
ered them  out  of  the  centuries;  and  on  that  stormy  after- 
noon w'e  listened  to  the  old  stor}’'  afresh  from  his  lips.  The 
young  man  sat,  astonished  and  thrilled,  through  it  all, 
while  the  whole  company  had  been  held  spellbound  by 
the  man  whom  the  newspapers  said  got  some  one  else 
to  write  his  speeches. 

We  remember  a paper  prepared  for  the  Travel  Club, 
one  of  the  literary  clubs  of  Washington,  upon  the  mili- 
tary life  of  Egy})t.  It  was  wonderful  in  research,  beauti- 
ful in  expression,  abounding  in  interesting  data,  and 
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v.*hen  we  asked  where  he  went  for  all  the  information, 
he  replied,  ‘d  have  had  no  book  in  my  hand  but  the  Bible.’" 

If  he  liked  a friend,  it  was  for  his  true  worth;  rich  or 
poor,  high  or  low,  it  mattered  not;  if  he  possessed  redeem- 
ing traits,  he  liked  him  for  those;  if  a servant  did  him 
a kind  act  he  never  forgot  it,  and  from  that  time  held  him 
in  grateful  remembrance.  If,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  he 
' ‘ could  be  of  help  to  others,  the  needed  aid  was  sure  to 

follow.  It  sometimes  happened  that  those  who  had 
l>een  thus  benefited  would  keep  aloof  out  of  consider- 
ation to  the  great  demands  upon  his  time;  nothing  hurt 
him  more,  and  we  have  been  surprised  at  the  sensitiveness 
manifested.  He  was  fond  of  compan}",  and  was  always 
glad  to  see  his  friends.  He  would  say,  “When  friends 
come  wanting  no  service  of  mine,  I know  they  come  be- 
. cause  the}^  v;ant  to  see  me,  and  it  is  the  people  who  are 
willing  .to  foot  it  that  I like  to  see.  But  when  they  come 
with  a great  flourish  of  trumpets,  four-in-hand  and 
livery,  it  is  because  other  people  do  it,  it  is  the  thing  to  do — 
there  is  no  heart  in  it."' 

It  always  gave  him  pain  when  he  recalled  the  injustice 
done  him  b}"  the  criticisms  made  on  his  educational  bill, 
r that  the  “tax  on  whisky  should  go  towards  educating  the 
j ' masses.” 

As  we  look  upon  it  in  tke  light  of  the  days  gone  by,  we 
can  but  feel  that  the  advocates  of  temperance  were  “penny- 
wise and  pound  foolish”;  as  though  it  would  puriH  the 
money  by  being  put  into  the  general  crib  and  drawm  out 
ad  libitiim,  had  the  educational  bill  passed.  The  an- 
ecdote repeated  by  the  Senator  is  pertinent  to  the  case. 

One  morning  the  tall,  stately  form  of  Thaddeus  Stevens 
was  making  its  way  up  to  the  Capitol  on  Pennsylvania 
avenue.  He  was  stopped  by  a colored  man,  who  saluted 
him  with  a “good  morning,”  and  added  that  the  colored 
]:>eople  were  struggling  along  to  build  a church;  could  he 
help  them  a little.  Air.  Stevens  took  a hundred  dollar 
bill  out  of  his  jx)cket’  and  handed  it  to  the  man,  eyeing 
Ihm  closely,  and  said,  “There  is  a hundred'  dollars  I won 
V gambling  last  night;  if  that  will  serve  you  you  are  welcome 
' ' to  it.”  The  colored  man,  instead  of  disdaining  to  take 
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the  money,  avS  the  donor  supposed  he  \vould,  adroitly 
slipped^it  into  his  pocket,  exclaiming:  *'God  moves  in  a 
inystenous  way  His  wonders  to  perform.’’ 

The  da.}'  before  the  Chicago  Convention,  permission  was 
axiced  by  the  Telegraph  Company  to  run  a wire  into  an 
tipper  rocm  ox  the  Stratlmior e Arms,  in  which  the  General 
lived.  ^ Consent  w^as  given,  and  when  the  General  re- 
amed from  the  Capitol  he  was  told  wliat  had  been  done. 
VVith  an  amusing  twinkle  in  his  eye  he  said:  “You  and 
tiCat  cony^any  have  been  putting  a job  upon  me.”  When 
asiced,  “Do  you  object?”  lie  answered:  “Well,  I would  not 
have  done  it  myself.”  But  before  the  convention  was 
over  it  proved  to  be  the  right  thing  in  tlie  right  place. 

The  Sunday  previous  to  the  convention,  James  G.  Blaine 
called  on  General  Logan.  During  the  forenoon  they 
were  in  secret  session  in  an  upper  room.  AVhat  the  out- 
come of  the  conference  was  cannot  be  knowm  except  by 
the  events  that  followed.  It  at  least  made  one  room  in  this 
house  historic.  Vdithout  doubt  that  Sunday’s  agreement 
as  to  the  political  strength  proved  the  defeat  of  dir.  Arthur, 
with  the  consequent  but  wholly  unexpected  result  of  mak- 
ing Grover  Cleveland  President  of  the  United  States. 
“There  are  occasions  and  causes,  why  and  wherefore  in 
all  tilings.” 

When  the  moment  in  the  convention  came  tliat  Logan’s 
followdiig  woidd  turn  the  vote  to  James  G.  Blaine,  the 
order  to  do  so  was  given.  There  was  never  shown  greater 
magnanimity  by, any  man  than  by  him  on  this  occasion, 
when  he  consented  to  take  the  second  place  on  th.e  ticket. 
His  friends  linow  the  true  inwardness  of  the  whole  trans- 
action, th.at  it  was  against  his  wishes  and  judgment,  but 
he  yielded  to  their  earnest  appeals. 

After  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Blaine,  an  adjournment 
was  taken  till  eight  o’clock  p.  rn.  Then  the  telegrams 
came  pouring  in  from  all  over  the  land,  urging  consent 
for  his  name  to  be  run;  still  he  did  not  yield;  one  after 
another  who  fell  that  tlie  fate  of  the  ticket  rested  largely 
upon  his  acceptance,  called  in  person  to  urge  it.  Ex- 
Governor  George  S.  Boiitwcll,  who  was  a guest  in  the 
same  house,  left  the  dinner  table  and  was  closeted  for 
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some  time  with  the  General.  iVlicn  he  left  the  room 
manj"  were  anxiously  awaiiin g the  decision,  \V hen  he  was 
asked  what  Wcis  the  final  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter, 
he  answered;  “We  shall  see  what  we  shall  see.” 

When  the  final  hour  came,  bringing  the  me.s3age  from 
the  convention  for  his  answer,  the  General  sat  tiierc  more 
composed  tlian  any  one  in  the  room,  liolding  in  his  hand 
a piece  of  paper  folded;  he  handed  it  to  the  operator,  wlio 
tui'ned  pale  as  he  read  it.  No  one  in  tlic  room  knew  the 
decision.  Tick,  tick  went  tlic  machine;  onto  tiie  con- 
vention went  the  message,  '‘hW  friends  can  do  what  they 
think  best  for  the  parW,  ''  and  in  less  time  tha.n  it  has  ta.kcn 
to  write  this,  a sea  of  heads  could  be  seen  moving  up 
Twelfth  street  on  double-quick  to  his  residence,  while  cries 
for  General  Logan  and  cheers  for  “Black  Ja.ck’'  tilled  the 
air.  Before  many  in  the  lioiise  knew  that  the  message 
had  gone,  the  General  was  nominated  Vice-Bresident  by 
acclamation,  and  the  multitude  in  front  wSis  doing  him 
enthusiastic  homage. 

General  Logan  had  good  reasons  for  making  the  quota- 
tion he  did  at  the  decoration  of  the  tomb  of  General  Grant: 

""Blow',  blow,  ihou  Winter  wind, ' 

Thou  art  not  so  unkind 
As  man's  ingratitude.” 

There  probably  was  no  one  who  had  oftener  proved  this; 
for  no  man  in  public  life  was  so  frequentW  appealed  to  for 
help  and  influence.  His  friendship  was  the  stepping- 
stone  to  higher  possibilities  to  many  of  his  fellow-men; 
his  kindly  hand  was  ever  held  out  to  lieip  those  who  came 
to  him;  but  so  many  times  they  proved  to  be  tr.ose  who 
had  fawned  at  fortune's  dawn  wliile  tlie  breezes  and  the 
tide  wafted  steadily  on;  but  let  the  tide  in  the  affedrs  of 
men  and  politics  change,  then  what?.  They  would  leave 
him  to  sink  or  to  struggle  alone.  This  tlie  General  felt 
most  keenly,  and  it  liad  a greater  influence  over  Inm  in 
shaking  his  confidence  in  mankind  than  all  things  else 
combined.  ■ . .... 

. There  was  a silent  sarcasm  in  an  invitation  he  gave  to 
one  of  these  Summer  friends.  The  time  had  teen  when 
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this  man  was  omnipresent  in  the  General’s  house;  he  held 
a lucrative  }>lace  under  the  Government,  and  the  General’s 
influence  had  put  him  there.  But  there  came  a day 
when  a new  king  reigned  in  Israel  not  of  the  house  of 
Jacob,  and  days  and  months  passed  ere  this  quondam 
friend  dare  make  his  appearance  at  Calumet  Place.  At 
last  he  ventured.  Vv  hen  he  arose  to  take  leave  the  General 
quietlv  remarked:  “Mr.  Blank,  call  again  some  dark 
niglit.  ” 

Vei  the  General  was  the  most  unsuspicious  of  men.  He 
would  never  believe  in  the  treachery  of  a friend  until  un- 
mistakable evidence  was  in  his  hand.  His  fidelity  to  his 
friends,  his  attachment  to  his  old  associations,  has  made 
us  marvel  that  any  one  could  play  him  false. 

If  he  made  a friend,  it  was  for  all  time,  if  he  proved  him- 
self worth3".  His  local  attaclmients  were  as  strong  as 
his  nature. 

After  he  purchased  Calumet  Place  as  a home,  his  home 
at  the  Strathmore  Arms,  where  he  had  lived  so  manv 
3^ears,  had  ties  for  him  that  never  were  effaced;  he  would 
often  drop  in  for  a short  rest  or  chat  with  some  of  his  old 
friends,  in  going  to  or  coming  from  the  Capitol.  No 
guest  was  more  welcome;  his  friends  were  alwav’ s glad  to 
grasp  the  hand  of  a man  the}-  knew  well  to  be  so  true,  vSo 
noble.  The  da^-  he  was  taken  ill  he  made  a call  at  his 
old  home.  A peculiar  sadness  had  settled  upon  him.  At 
last  he  said:  “I  begin  to  feel,  with  President  Arthur,  that 
if  this  is  all  there  is  to  live  for,  if  there  is  no  hope  of  a 
future  life,  this  life  is  not  worth  living.”  The  General 
was  rich  in  friends,  those  who  liked  him  for  what  he  .was. 
Those  who  knew  him  best  respected  him  most.  Those 
who  had  no  favors  to  ask  liked  him  for  his  integrity',  his 
lo\^alty,  his  nobleness  of  soul.  There  is  not  a soldier 
who  was  ever  in  his  command  but  learned  to  love  his  com- 
mander. IMore  than  friends,  or  home,  or  life,  did  he  love 
his  countr}^  Pie  was  brave,  daring,  courageous.  He 
did  not  know  the  word  fear,  3^et  he  was  tender  and  con- 
siderate of  his  men.  We  heard  him  sa^’  he  never  knew - 
v/hat  fear  was  when  the  battle  raged;  but  with  quiv- 
ering lips  he  added,  “I  never  saw  a man  dead  on  the 
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battlefield,  friend  or  foe,  when  the  conflict  was  over,  tliat 
tears  did  not  run  down  my  cheeks.” 

He  was  charming  in  conversation,  full  of  anecdote  and 
story  and  interesting  reminiscences  of  tlie  war. 

The  country  will  not  forget,  in  the  morning  of  the  war, 
when  the  General  was  a Colonel  and  was  stationed  at 
Cairo  with  his  regiment,  many  of  his  soldiers  were  sick. 
Six  hundred  of  them  la^^  ill  at  one  time  with  the  measles 
and  eight  had  already  died.  The  General  in  his  dire 
distress  thought  of  the  wife  he  had  left,  and,  as  was  his 
habit  in  moments  of  greatest  perplexih^  turned  to  her. 
"Mar}^  my  bo}"s  are  sick  and  d3dng  for  want  of  care;  what 
can  3"ou  do?”  She  took  the  first  train,  and  found  them 
quartered  in  an  old  inn,  stretched  on  the  floor,  withc^it  a 
pillow  for  their  heads,  or  a blanket  to  cover  them.  She 
returned  and  visited  ever}"  home  that  had  sent  a boy  to 
the  front,  and  on  her  way  back  she  had  a car  load,  and  a 
bundle  marked  for  ever\^  boy — for  Jim,  for  Joe,' or  Dick. 
Within  fort}"-eight  hours  the  improvised  hospital  had 
six  hundred  comfortable  cots  and  ever}-  sick  boy  had  a 
bed.  And  this  hospital  was  known  as  the  '‘Striped  Hos- 
pital,” from_  the  homespun  blankets  of  bright  colors  made 
the  waves,  mothers  and  sisters  of  the  brave  bo}"S  that 
composed  the  regiment.  The  stock  of  fruits  and  deli- 
cacies sent  b\'  these  'women  w’as  the  beginning  of  the 
great  Sanitar\"  movement  in  the  West. 

Tt  is  for  what  she  has  done  in  such  emergencies  as  this, 
and  for  the  help  giver\  to  the  suffering  left  behind,  that 
she  has  endeared  herself  to  tire  people  and  made  her 
name  as  one  with  John  A.  Logan's. 

When  the  night  closed  down  upon  his  earthly  career, 
when  his  work  was  finished,  for  his  own,  his  friends  and 
his  countr}^  he  left  for  the  first  an  honored  name,  rvhich 
is  riches  indeed;  to  his  friends  the  memory  of  a pure  and 
good  man,  but  for  his  countr}" — wdio  has  he  left  to  fill  his 
place?  The  years  wdll  go  hy,  men  will  come  and  go,  but 
his  comrades  will  say,  with  the  Ithacans  of  old,  “Uhvsses 
has  gone  upon  his  wanderings  and  there  is  none  left  in 
all  Ithaca  to  bend  his  bow.” 

Jlere,  too,  ex-Governor  George  S.  Boutw'ell  lived  for 
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several  years.  He  was  chosen  b}’  President  Grant  to  be 
Secretary’  of  tlie  Treasiiiy.  He  had  previously  been  Com- 
missioner of  Internal  Revenue.  When  the  portfolio  of  the 
Treasury  came  into  ins  hands,  it  also  brought  with  it 
greater  responsibilities  than  had  befallen  any  financial 
minister,  not  excepting  Alexander  Hamilton;  that  of  reduc- 
ing the  liigh  import  and  revenue  tax,  created  as  a war 
measure,  and  avoid  crippling*  the  National  income,  for  the 
war  debt  must  be  reduced  and  the  interest  met;  in  fact, 
he  was  expected  to  find  the  golden  way  to  National  pros- 
perit}^  and  to  pay  the  country's  debts  besides.  How 
abfv  he  met  the  requirements  reference  to  the  monthly 
statements  will  show.  Had  the  reduction  of  revenue 
taxation  gone  on  in  the  same  ratio  up  to  the  present  time, 
no  cry  of  an  alarming  surplus  would  have  been  heard 
in  the  land. 

F'or  some  reason  not  yet  divined,  there  seems  to  be  but 
little  of  the  spirit  of  "Civil  Service  Reform”  in  the  rank 
and  file  of  statesmen.  A few  of  the  best  of  men's  lives 
are  given  to  the  country  and  its  needs,  and  when  some 
great  imperilled  crisis  i.s.  past,  parties,  without  distinction, 
timber  whose  strength  has  never  been  tested  and  wliose 
power  they  know  naught  of;  and  so  Governor  Bout  well 
has  the  chance  of  making  a lucrative  living  in  Washing- 
ton at  his  profession,  the  law,  with  the  time,  now  and  then, 
to  give  to  the  country  some  literary  work  for  which  his 
ripe  scholarship  and  keen  intuition  have  eminently  fitted 
' him,  while  the  country  is  reaching  out  its  feelers  to  find 
others  that  would  serve  it  as  well  as  has  George  S.  Bout- 
well. 

Another  who  would  equally  be  numbered  in  the  same 
category!  one  wlio  v*as  never  known  to  falter  when  his 
countin’  called,  or>e  treo  r.t  ;od  manfully  by  the  old  Ship 
of  State  when  she  wac-  rocked  by  adverse  waters;  one  who 
■was  Governor  of  lus  State  and  Senator  (.-f  the  Lnited 
States,  was  the  late  Reulien  E.  Fenton,  of  New  York. 

Several  Winters  he  spent  in  this  house,  and  tlie  ques- 
tion was  more  il;r  n o ’.ce  asked,  "How  is  it  that  our  country 
can  afford  lo  hn.  a/ ide  .:,ii,ch  men,  tlKise  whose  dignity  and 
high-bred  courtes}',  'vhose  knowledge  and  exjx;rience  of 
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affairs  would  do  the  country  honor  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  whose  sound  judgment  and  watcliful  vigilance  saved 
us  when  we  were  perishing?” 

The  swdft  current  of  events  will  rush  on  and  seem- 
ingly cover  the  break  when  such  men  .drop  out,  but  it  is 
not  wSo;  the  lost  strength  of  the  missing  link  has  yet  to  be 
measured. 

The  late  Senator  Hale,  of  Vermont,  was  another  repre- 
sentative man  who  was  at  one  time  a member  of  this 
household.  Mr.  Hale  took  occasion  at  one  time  to  scathe 
President  Pierce  from  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  after- 
' wards  attended  a levee.  As  he  approached  President 
Pierce  with  a lady  on  his  arm,  the  President  received 
the  lady  with  grace,  and  then  turned  his  back  upon  the 
Senator.  President  Pierce  was  a small  man  and  did  not 
cast  much  of  a shadow  over  the  Senator;  notwithstanding, 
it  created  no  little  amusement  among  the  bystanders. 

Another  person  who  has  been  a familiar  figure  in  this 
home  vras  the  late  Judge  Thomas  Hood.  His  striking 
pli3"sique,  noble  features,  faultless  dress,  ruffled  shirts, 
spotless  broadcloth  and  dignified  manner  stamped  him 
as  a rare  specimen  of  the  old-school  gentleman.  He  vras 
a man  tender  of  heart  vUnd  s^mipathetic  in  his  nature,  a 
better  friend  to  the  world  than  to  himself,  a man  who 
never  left  a duty  undone  to  serve  a friend.  He  was  often 
.summoned  for  counselb^"  hisfriend,  Edwin  I\I.  Stanton, 

■ ^when  darkness  hung  over  the  Nation.  Manfull}^  would 
he  work  to  see  his  friends  provided  for,  while  he  barely 
i got  the  crumbs  from  the  Nation's  table. 

Who  that  has  heard  him  recite  in  his  pathetic  way, 
“I  have  Ships  at  Sea,”  does  not  regret  that  after  a life 
spent  in  helping  others,  without  the  talent  for  making 
a selfish  stroke  for  himself,  he  could  not  have  lived  to  see 
the  long-looked-for  ship  that  had  been  sighted,  'enter 
piort?  His  appointment  for  a judgeship  was  in  his  hands; 
but  ere  he  could  qualify,  when  on  the  threshold  of  an 
earthl}^  future,  full  of  hope  and  honor,  he  was  suddenly' 
called  into  the  iiyvsteries  of  another  world.  His  genial 
nature,  his  brilliant  conversation,  his  retentive  memor}- 
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made  him  to  his  friends  an  agreeable  companion,  and 
his  memory  will  long  be  cherished. 

For  the  past  three  j'ears  the  Rev.  Dr.  Scott  and  daugh- 
ter, ]\Irs.  Scott  Lord,  with  her  daughters,  Ivlrs.  Dimmick 
and  ]\lrs.  Lieutenant  Parker,  have  been  familiar  figures 
in  this  household.  When  the  Nation  called  Benjamin 
Harrison  to  be  itsXhief  Executive,  the  reflex  honor  fell 
upon  this  famih^  as  father,  sister  and  nieces  of  .Mrs. 
Harrison. 

It  is  as  refreshing  as  it  is  unusual  to  see  people  called 
into  the  foremost  rank  of  social  precedence  who  preserve 
the  same  quiet,  unaffected  spirit,  the  same  genial  and 
warm-hearted  manner  toward  everybody.  Not  by  look 
or  deed  do  they  betray  any  change  fortune  may  have 
brought.  And,  indeed,  why  should  they,  when  you  realize 
that  for  nearly  ninety  jxars  the  venerable  head  of  tliis 
family  has  drunk  deep  from  the  eternal  springs  of  inspira- 
tion that  has  moulded  a character,  that  casts  a halo  over 
his  presence,  that  brings  all  within  his  influence  to  feel 
that  there  is  no  Sovereign  but  One;  no  crown  but  the 
highest  which  is  not  in  the  gift  of  m.en? 

To  daily  watch  the  tender  solicitude  of  the  daughters 
for  their  father,  and  the  devotion  of  these  sisters  to  each 
other,  confirms  the  faith  that  lives  that  are  guided  and 
■ pervaded  by  the  loftiest  sense  of  duty  and  conscientious- 
ness, can  be  trusted  implicitly  to  carry  out  all  duties  our 
country  may  impose. 

Many  literary  people,  who  belong  more  or  less  to  the 
public,  have  at  different  times  found  a home  under  this 
roof.  We  remember  Oliver  Johnson  and  his  sweet-faced 
wife,  the  daughter  of  John  S.  C.  Abbott.  Mr.  Johnson’s 
narhe  brings  up  a multitude  of  memories  when  his  pen 
was  the  sword  that  cut  into  the  ‘'peculiar  institution.”  We 
see  arrayed  such  men  as  William  Llo\*d  Garrison,  Wendell 
Phillips,  Gerrit  Smith  and  a line  of  others  whose  sense  of 
right  and  justice  made  them  strong  to  do,  and  bear,  and 
suffer  for  the  right. 

Later  came  C.  C.  Coffin,  known  as  “Carleton,”  the  war 
correspondent  who  never  wrote' a lie.  He,  with  his  wife, 
vere  the  first  to  make  the  tour  of  the  world,  and  it  was 
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]\Ir.  Coffin  who  laid  out  the  line  of  travel  for  'William  H. 
Seward  and  his  party  when  they  took  the  same  journey. 
He  has  made  patriots  of  all  the  bovs  who  have  read  his 
"Boys  of  ^6i." 

He  is  a pleasant-faced,  pleasant-voiced,  agreeable 
gentleman,  and  never  happier  than  when  relating  to 
others  what  the  great  world  has  revealed  to  him,  and  he 
can  charmingly  crowd  his  talk  with  the  pictures  of  i)eop'le 
he  has  seen. 

i\Ir.  Coffin  brings  to  mind  another  versatile  genius 
who  has  walked  and  talked  with  the  constituents  of  the 
literati  in  this  house,  a man  of  cultivated  literar\’  tastes, 
a ready  contributor  and  charming  story  writer,  Junius 
Henri  Browne. 

And  then  the  genial,  whole-souled  Bronson  Howard, 
with  his  charming  English  wife,  steps  upon  the  scene. 
With  frankness,  but  extreme  modest^’,  he  will  tell  you 
how  characters  materialize  in  his  brain  and  take  their 
places  in  the  drama,  until  some  "Henrietta’'  with  acts, 
and  scenes,  and  setting  fair  appears.  The\"  have 
friends  wherever  they  go. 

Into  this  home  George  Kennan  brought  his  intellectual 
wife  as  a bride.  This  was  after  he  had  written  "Tent 
Life  in  Siberia,”  but  before  his  later  travels,  which  have 
made  him  rich  in  Siberian  lore.  He  has  entertained 
audiences  here  by  the  hour,  gossiping  through  the  av- 
enues of  his  experience,  many  of  them  full  of  the  flower 
and  tlie  fragrance  of  a cultivated  life. 

Of  the  newspaper  fraternity  there  might  be  written  a 
fascinating  volume.  The  Washington  correspondents, 
men  and  women,  by  virtue  of  their  profession,  by  u}> 
rightness  and  integrity,  by  judicious  judgpnent  of  oppor- 
tunities and  chances  for  information,  have  the  open  sesame 
to  all  official  circles,  and  the  opportunity  is  not  limited  to 
make  acquaintanceshij)  with  people  of  national  reputation. 
Socially  the\^  are  always  welcome  in  fashionable  or  in 
home  life. 

In  the  -busy  life  of  this  fraternity  many  have  been 
drawn  togeiher  under  this  roof. 

We  remember  Edmund  Flemming,  now  editor  of  the 
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Buffalo  Courier;  E.  G.  Dunnell,  of  the  New  York  Tiires; 
William  C.  PJcBricIe,  of  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer;  Charles 
Pepper,  of  the  Chicago  Tribune;  Byron  Andrews,  of  the 
Inter  Occa?z  and  National  Tribune;  Frank  G.  Carpenter, 
of  the  Associated  Press,  formerly  ‘"Carp”  of  the  CleielarA 
Leader,  \vho  with  their  pleasant,  intellectual  wives  formed 
a noble  representation  of  the  newspaper  guild  of  tliis 
country,  each  in  his  own  way  exerting  a wide  and  telling 
influence,  which  has  brought  its  revrard  in  professional 
preicrment  and  advancement.  Add  to  this  number  the 
generous-hearted,  noble-souled  Frank  Palmer,  now  Public 
Printer;  and  anotlier,  ]\Iiss  Jannette  Jennings,  a corre- 
spondent of  marked  ability,  a writer  who  is  always  wel- 
come, one  to  tvhom  the  doors  of  officials  are  never  closed, 
from  the  Yv'hite  House  to  the  homes  of  Cabinet  [Ministers, 
Juciges  of  Supreme  Court,  Senators,  Congressmen  and 
lajmien — she  is  a faithful,  conscientious  delineator  of 
time  and  its  events;  and  Harriet  Taylor  Upton,  who  is 
ROW  giving  the  world,  through  Wide-Aicake,  ''The  Chil- 
dren of  the  White  House,”  and  a more  charming  coterie  of 
Kniglits  of  the  Free  Lance  it  would  be  difficult  to  find. 

There  are  those  whose  Winters  have  waned  and 
Summers  come  again  within  this  circle,  who  have  be- 
come so  much  a part  of  this  home  that  it  would  seem  like 
photographing  one's  father  or  mother,  brother  or  sister 
for  the  public,  to  give  aught  of  their  personal  life  and  ex- 
perience; • those  who  in  no  sense  but  the  general  one  be- 
long to  the  public,  but  have,  each  in  his  own  way,  become 
identified  with  this  home. 

Many  of  Ihem  are  scattered  over  the  earth’s  fair 
domain.  Their  memories  are  kindly  cherished.  These 
friendships  made  and  welded  will  live  until  the 
jxirtals  of  another  life  open.  To  them  for  sympathy 
when  difficulties  arose,  for  their  encouragement  when 
obstacles  had  to  be  overcome,  for  their  friendships  which 
never  failed,  we  owe  much  for  the  beginning  and  carry- 
ing forward  to  completion  this  volume  on  the 
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